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BAYOU LAFOURCHE AND
LAFOURCHE-JUMP WATERWAY, LA.
CONDITION OF IMPROVEMENT, 30 JUNE 1966

Prior To Opening Of Lafourche Parish
Port Commission Channel

Project

River and Harbor Act of 30 August 1935 House
Document 45, 73rd Congress, 1st Session provides
for a permanent closure of head of bayou without
lock; channel 6- by 60-feet from Napoleonville to
Lockport; a channel 6- by 60-feet from Larose to
the Gulf of Mexico with a jettied entrance at Belle
Pass and the closure of Pass Fourchon. Length of
improvement 79.25 miles.

The River and Harbor Act of 14 July 1960 House
Document 112, 86th Congress, 1st Session authorized
modification of the existing project. This modifica-
tion provides for an auxiliary channel 12- by 125-
feet from the Intracoastal Waterway (mile 37.2)
generally parallel to and west of Bayou Lafourche
along Grand Bayou Blue to Bayou Lafourche below
the highway bridge at Leeville, thence in the bayou
to the 12 foot depth contour in the Gulf of Mexico;
a channel 9- by 100-feet in Bayou Lafourche from
Leeville to the lower limits of Golden Meadow ; restor-
ing and extending the existing jetties at Belle Pass
from the 6- to the 12-foot depth if found advisable
to reduce maintenance; and dredging a 12- by 125-
foot channel from Bayou Lafourche at Leeville

2

through the Southwest Louisiana Canal to and
through Bayou Rigaud (Grand Isle).

Physical Data

Range of tide normal, 10 inches at mouth and 3
inches at head; severe rains, 3 to 10 feet at head;
hurricane up to 10 feet at mouth.

Controlling depth mean low Gulf, (July 1965),
bar channel 17 feet; (Dec. 1965) jetty channel, 16
feet; (Sept. 1965) mile 0.0 to 13.4 (Leeville bridge),
9 feet; to mile 39.1 (Larose bridge), 5.5 feet; to mile
73.4 (Thibodaux bridge), 4.5 feet.

Progress of Work

Dredging between Lockport and Larose was com-
pleted to 9- by 100-foot dimensions in 1936 as part
of the G.I.LW.W. Dredging between Larose and the
Gulf of Mexico and the Jetties at Belle Pass was
completed in 1934. Dredging between Lockport and
Napoleonville is in inactive status due to lack of
rights-of-way and spoil areas.

Dredging authorized by Act of 14 July 1960 be-
tween mile -0.3 and mile 138.2 on Bayou Lafourche
was completed 11 September 1963.

Dredging Bayou Lafourche from Leeville to
Golden Meadow (9 ft. x 100 ft.) was initiated on
June 21, 1966 and completed 25 August 1966.

Dredging of Lafourche-Jump Waterway (Lee-
ville to Grand Isle) and Bayou Lafourche Auxiliary
Channel will be initiated after “fiscal year” 1967 con-

3
tingent upon availability of right of way and funds.

As of 14 July 1960 is 8% complete.
Total project as modified is 18% complete.

Cost

Previous Project ... $ 252,935
Existing Project ..ol 913,550
Code 820 e 75,563
Total . $1,242,048
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BAYOU LAFOURCHE-BELLE PASS
PRESENT CHANNEL

A new project constructed by the Greater La-
fourche Port Commission, and completed in 1968, .at
a cost of $1,063,196, now connects the Gulf of Mexico
with the interior waterway of the old Bay0}1
Lafourche-Belle Pass channel. This project was li-
censed by the Corps of Engineers and, subsequent
to the completion of the project, a dam was built

blocking the old channel at the landward end of the
jetties.

This new project enters the Gulf slightly west
of the channel previously constructed by the Corps
of Engineers and uses the old west jetty, built by
the Corps of Engineers, to protect the channel from
the prevailing westerly current in the Gulf. The proj-
ect begins at the existing channel at a point 1.2
miles from the Gulf of Mexico and extends seaward
to the 20-foot contour. The channel must be main-
tained at its project dimensions by the Port Com-
mission or the Corps regulations require that it be
abandoned and the federal project be re-opened.

Channel Constructed by the Corps of Engineers

After completion of project operations in fiscal
1914, at a cost of $220,519.09, there were only minor
maintenance supervision expenses totaling $15,445.38
through the year 1934.

Corps investigation in the years prior to 1935
had found that the project was inadequate for the

2

demands of commerce and several recommendations
were made to improve the channel.

The River and Harbor Act of August 30, 1935
adopted the report of the Corps of Engineers as pub-
lished in House Doec. 45, 73rd Cong., 1st Sess.

The route recommended was as follows, subject
to modification by the Chief of the Corps of Engi-
neers as to selection of which outlet to the Gulf to
improve.

Napoleonville to Thibodaux ...... 6 ft. x 60 ft.

Thibodaux to Lockport ............ 9 ft. x 60 ft.
Larose to the Gulf ................... 12 ft. x 60 ft.

(From Lockport to Larose the Intercoastal Water-
way follows the Bayou.)

The cost estimates for the project were $351,000
for new work and $13,500 annually for maintenance.

The original Corps recommendation on the seg-
ment from Larose to the Gulf chose the present route
of the project except for one section. It recommended
that the project, at the juncture of Bayou Fourchon-
Belle Pass, follow the Bayou with jetties at its mouth,
and that Belle Pass be closed off.

The basis for this recommendation was, “Pass
Fourchon can be improved at somewhat less cost than
Belle Pass and has a larger upstream tidal prism.”
(H. Doc. 45, 73rd Cong., 1st Sess.) The cost of the
two were:

Belle Pass
Construction—$84,000
Maintenance/yr.—$4,200

5

for the purpose of rehabilitation of the jetties.

The following year right-of-way acquisition, soil
tests and surveys were continued. Completion at the
end of fiscal 1962 was set at 8%.

In 1963, 4.3 miles of channel were completed at
a cost of $202,444. This work involved the removal
of 1,026,705 cubic yards of material. In 1964, 442
feet of jetties were repaired with rock removed from
the channel. The channel from Leesville to the 12-
foot contour was completed for a total of 8.8 miles,
1,548,552 cubic yards of material were removed. The
jetty channel was improved with the dredging of

74,490 cubic yards of material. At the end of 1964
the project was 17% completed.

In 1965 real estate activities were carried out

and some surveys made, but no construction work was
done.

In 1966 some dredging was carried out and con-

tracts were let for jetty repair. The total spent in
the year was $60,747.

APPENDIX 1
Construction Maintenance Co
} m
Year Appropriated? Cost? Appropriated® Cost* Tonr:::gze Value
igiil ....................... $ 2000 $ 874 295195 § 4,095,935
Togg LTIt rremee e 367 335,361 6,261,201
B e 248,167 4,079,114

106 e 69 226,419 4,710,479
............................. 104 266,203 5,588,229
.............. 7 267,064 10,067,475

%gég P eeese e 118 241249 10,510,997
Toap TTTTTTorrToeroeeeeeens el 173 232,960 9,854,535
L9gg LTI Ttieneneeereeee e 216 257,594 9,264,022
Togg TTTrrmmeeee e 108 171,622 5,101,169
Log4 LTI oTTiTiTe e e 45 138,293 4,827,451
1825 . - ........................ 82 112,608 4,134,198
Joog | TTTTToTTTrrrer e el 96'422 3,940,946

...... 43,605 1,319,886
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Pass Fourchon
Construction—$69,000
Maintenance/yr.—$4,000

In 1938 work was begun with surveys on the
Havoline Canal to Gulf of Mexico section and some
contracts were let for dredging. Also in this year
the project was amended to close off Bayou Fourchon
and allow the water to enter the Gulf through jetties
at Belle Pass.

Construction began in earnest in 1939. Sheet steel
breakwaters were begun extending to the 6-foot con-
tour at Belle Pass and the channel was completed to
project dimensions from Larose to the Gulf except
for a one-mile section where the project was 6 ft. x 40
ft. At this point the project is listed as being 53%
completed.

In 1940 the Larose to the Gulf section was com-
pleted as were the breakwaters. However, storm ac-
tion damaged the break waters and additional stone
is needed on them. During the year the estimate of
cost was increased to $700,000 for new work and
$20,000 annually for maintenance. At the end of fis-
cal 1940 the project was reported to be 35% complete.

At the end of 1941 the report states that the
breakwater was strengthened and extended shore-
ward, that the project was 38% complete and that
the remaining work was on the Lockport to Napoleon-
ville segment. However, it lists the depth at break-
water as 2.5 feet.

There was no new work done on this project

6
Construction Maintenance Commerce

Year Appropriated®? Cost? Appropriated® Cost* Tonnage Value
1027 i iieiire tenneens seeessae esssee esenes 62,373 1,146,666
1028 Lttt ceeeeeas esesesee semaes sesaas 126,312 2,352,619
1829 ittt cieerace seeseses weaase  aeaeas 163,287 2,438,290
1980 ..ttt heieeiee emesease resese aseess 210,788 3,359,216
1931 ittt terieetn seasaase eeesas sesees 143,369 2,687,554
1082 L ittt heiennie eeesenas sreese seases 138,462 1,432,205
1983 ittt teiiiiee eeebeese deease saeees 109,958 1,174,591
1984 ottt iih cieeeiee saeseaes serase seeaes 792,265 5,654,841
1985 L iiitiih teiirees eeaseess aaseee seeane 893,379 7,248,033
T986 v itiiitt tieierie eeearasa eeseae eaeves 882,522 7,565,924
1937 ittt tireeree sesenare saesse sesses 870,622  ........
1938 ........ $ 120,000 $ 5,792  ...cvh aaiaen ‘914,704 ........
1939 ........ 150,000 145,430  ...... 0 .. . 756,043  ........
1940 ........ 19,720 97,249  ...... 0 Lol 1,166,266  ........
1941 ........ 36,200 21,840  ...... 20,004 1,253,670 @ ........
1942 ........ — 3,356 ... el 15,221 933,209  ........
1943 ... ..., 15,000 ... ol 328 1,009,702  ........
1944 it ciiiiier eeeseree aaeaes 3,519 761,872  ........
1945 ........ 10,000 ... ceaaan 28,647 684,678  ........
1946 ........ — 900 ... e 875 849,431  ........
1947 ........ 123,946 ........  ...... 2,782 878,929  ........
1948 L. i chiiieie e 97,600 215,732 1,380,912  ........
1949 . it i eeaieaa 11,000 4,809 1,831,065  ........
1950 to ittty tiieees ereeeaes 174 2,289 2,182,288  ........
19561 o iiiin it i 52,480 5,418 2,279,685  ........
1952 i et eeeeeea. 3,000 56,091 1,946,442  ........
1958 oot e e 221,105 104,677 2,216,634  ........
1854 ..o ol e —15,000 102,153 897,072  ........
1965 tiiiitt tiiiiiee eeseeaas 5,000 5,071 1,179,172  ........
1956 oo i it e ieee e e 1,294,635  ........
19567 ottty iiiiier areeseee esiees eaenan 1,804,364  ........
1958 it i iiiis ieiieier ereeee e 2,146,649  ........
1959 ..o cieee... ceee.. 2,276,384 ........
1960 v otviit t et et eaeeee e 2,308,366  ........
1961 ........ 87,000 72,893 ..., ..., 2,491,945  ........
1962 ........ 100,000 29,836  ...... ...... 2,629,495  ........
1963 ........ 330,500 202,444 ... .. L..... 2,985,284  ........
1964 ........ 55,000 265,997 85,625 85,5620 1,933,182  ........
1965 ........ 9,000 10,454 — 5  L..... 2,341,886  ........
1966 ........ 325,000 60,737 56,000 9,222 L..iiiie eieenann
Total ....... $1,431,024 $1,166,486 $724,558 $677,780

E;}s of 30 June 1966 exclusive of $75,563 spent in 1961 on rehabilitation.)

For statistics prior to 1913 see Appendix II.
No new construction appropriations until 1938 and between 1938 and

.1948 appropriations were not divided between maintenance and new work
in the Reports.

j‘No maintenance appropriations until 1948.
No record of maintenance expenditures until 1941,
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and practically no maintenance during the war. In
1946 and 1947 surveys of the project were carried
out and work recommenced in 1948. At that time the
estimate of cost of construction was set at $871,000
with $50,000 needed annually for maintenance.

In 1948 maintenance work was done restoring
the Pass and strengthening and extending the jetties.
The project was 81% complete at the end of the year.

No new work was done and only minor main-
tenance works were carried out from 1945 to 1951.
In 1952 repair work was done on the east jetty, but
outside of this little was done. Again in 1953, jetty
repair was the only major action on the project, as
was the case in 1954.

In 1955, activity again slacked off and consisted
of only minor survey and maintenance work. In 1956

the project became inactive and was unreported until
1961.

The River and Harbor Act of July 14, 1960,
adopted the modifications set out in H. Doec. 112,
86th Cong., 1st Sess. In July, 1961, modifications
provide for approximately 56 miles of 12 ft. x 125 ft.
channel and 10.6 miles of 9 ft. x 100 ft. channel.
The estimate of cost of this project was:

Federal ... $4,951,000
Non-federal ... 1,343,000
C.G. AldS .« 18,000

In the first year of operation new work con-
sisted of right-of-way acquisition, surveys and soil
sampling. The major expenditures of $75,563 was

7

APPENDIX II
STATISTICS AVAILABLE ON
PERIOD PRIOR TO 1913

Appropriations for new work:

1878 e $10,000
1879 e 10,000
1880 e 5,000
1884 e 5,000
1888 o 50,000
1890 e 50,000
1894 e 40,000
1896 o 15,000
Maintenance Appropriations:
1899 e $ 7,500
1902 s 7,500
1910 e 7,500
1918 e 2,000
Commerce in Tons:
1899 157,258
1900 e 201,315
1901 e 137,315
1902 . 132,745
1908 e 94,351
1904 o 66,839
1905 e 94,320
1906 e 59,092
1907 e 46,413
1908 e 64,914
1909 e 70,618
1910 e 80,935
191 e 115,749
1912 e 232,186
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HOUMA NAVIGATION CANAL, LA.
CONDITION OF IMPROVEMENT, 30 JUNE 1965

Project

River and Harbor Act of 23 October 1962 pro-
vides for the maintenance of the Houma Navigation
Canal, after its completion by local interests to chan-
nel dimensions of 15 feet deep and 150 feet wide, at
an estimated annual cost of $105,000. Total length
of improvement 86.25 miles with the last 9.5 miles
in Terrebonne Bay.

Physical Data

Normal range of tide 10 inches at mouth and 4
inches at Houma; extreme, 14 inches at mouth and
6 inches at Houma; wind and tide 1 to 3 feet at
mouth; flood 3 to 4 feet in upper section.

Controlling depth, mean low Gulf as of June
1965, Cat Island Pass to G.I.W.W, 10.5 ft.; and
intersection with G.L.W.W., 10 ft.

Progress of Work
Maintenance initiated on 27 November 1964.
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ATCHAFALAYA RIVER, MORGAN CITY
TO THE GULF OF MEXICO, LA.
CONDITION OF IMPROVEMENT, 30 JUNE 1961

Project

River and Harbor Act of 25 June 1910 provides
for a channel 20 feet deep, 200 feet wide and 15.75
miles long from the 20 foot contour in Atchafalaya
Bay, which is approximately 4 miles beyond the
mouth of the Atchafalaya River, to the 20 foot con-
tour in the Gulf of Mexico.

Range of Tide
Normal, 10 inches; extreme, 14 inches; hurricane,
10 feet.

Controlling Depth Below Mean Low Gulf Level

(Apr. 1960) Light 91 to light 88, 12 ft.; (Jun.
1961) to light 50, 18 ft.; (Apr. 1960) to buoy No. 1,
16 ft.; from buoy No. 1 to deep water, 13 ft.

Progress of Work
Project completed in 1914.

Status
100 9% complete.

Cost
$501,963.
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ATCHAFALAYA RIVER—
MORGAN CITY TO THE GULF

Prior to the construction of what is the present
Atchafalaya River-Morgan City to the Gulf Channel
(hereafter “Channel”) there had been several feasi-
pility studies made by the Corps of Engineers. These
studies resulted in unfavorable reports recommend-
ing that no improvement be made. They can be found
in the Corps of Engineer Reports: 1871, p. 554; 1897,
p. 1779; 1900, p. 2282.

Two channels were constructed by private com-
panies prior to the present Corps of Engineers Proj-
ect. In 1870-1874 the first channel was constructed
by the Louisiana and Texas Railroad. This channel
was poorly surveyed and the route chosen exposed
it to wave action which filled it with sediment. By
1900 almost no trace of this channel remained.

The second channel was constructed by the
Atchafalaya Bay Ship Channel Company. The com-
pany was organized in 1907, primarily by Morgan
City businessmen : lumber interests, farmers, etc., who
felt that the transportation facilities available to them
were inadequate.

This company constructed a channel 14 feet deep
by 100-125 feet wide. The route chosen was the one
that the Corps of Engineers, in its 1900 survey, con-
sidered the best available. This route was desirable
because it would not be subject to cross currents
with the constant and rapid filling which was re-

5

foot contour in the Gulf would be practical. In this
period the controlling depth for the channel was listed
at 7.5 feet.

In 1947 the Corps began to re-dredge the Eugene
Island Channel, as recommended, to a depth of 10
feet. The amount spent during that year for the re-
dredging amounted to only $1,399.48. In 1948 work
continued; the project, a 10x100 foot channel was
completed at a cost of $67,969.17. A recommendation
was made for an expenditure of $250,000 in 1950.

The 1949 Report stated that the existing channel
was inadequate to meet the needs of commerce, that
a channel more nearly the approved project depth
was necessary. As a result it recommends an appro-
priation of $189,500 be made for 1951 for mainte-
nance and dredging.

The 1950 and 1951 reports echo the 1949 state-
ment, but no work was accomplished. The 1952-1955
reports list the project as “inactive” and make no
specific project reports. In 1956 a survey and recon-
naissance of the channel was made at a cost of $5,789.

In 1958 there was a resurgence of activity. In
this year dredging operations were carried out be-
tween November, 1957, and January, 1958, costing
$308,128; the total maintenance cost for the year was
$309,149. The work resulted in a channel with a con-
trolling depth of 13 feet,

Total cost of the project at the end of fiscal 1958
amounted to $1,096,502; $501,963 for construction
and $594,539 for maintenance.

2

sponsible for the abandonment of the Louisiana and
Texas Railroad Channel.

The wisdom of this choice was proven by the
remarkably small amount of filling which occurred
during what one House Report describes as the “big
storm” of September 20, 1909.

The Act of June 25, 1910; H.R. 20686; Public
Law, No. 264 adopted H.Doc. 669, 61st Cong., 2d
Sess., recommended that the Federal Government pur-
chase the existing channel from the Atchafalaya Bay
Ship Channel Company for the sum of $150,000 and
improve it to a depth of 20 feet and a width of 240
feet, except for the part crossing Point au Fer shell
reef at which point it should be widened to 400 feet,
tapering to 240 feet on either side of the reef.

The work on the improvement began in the fis-
cal year, 1911, and was completed the following year
with the expenditure of $501,963.23, which included
the $150,000 purchase price.

After completion of the channel it was found
that parts shoaled quite rapidly. Consequently dredg-
ing was begun to maintain the channel.

In fiscal 1915, the channel had to be re-dredged.
The costs for maintenance in that year, primarily
spent on the re-dredging amounted to $35,585.47 and
in fiscal 1916, $22,926.52.

The re-dredging was completed in August, 1915.
There was some increase in commerce attributable to
the new channel. (Note: Re-dredging was done in 1914
and 1915. The improvement allowed greater use of

6

The following year, 1959, the only activity was
a survey of the Channel. In 1960, $311,603 was spent
in maintenance dredging.

Between 1960 and the latest data available the
Corps has continued to deepen and widen the channel.

In the years from 1960 through 1966, the total main-
tenance was:

1960 . $ 815,064
1961 e, 313,237
1962 e, 527,653
1968 . 11,111
1964 e, 443,944
1965 . 398,760
1966 L 342,321
Total 1960-1966: ... ... ... $2,352,090
Total Maintenance

1914-date: ... $2,946,629

The expenditures by May, 1966, had returned
the channel to a controlling depth of 16 feet. The
traffic in tons for the year 1965 was 4,749,507.

When this is compared with the 314,452 tons
transported over this channel in 1946 when the con-
trol depth was 7.5 feet, the beneficial result of the

project to the area shipping becomes immediately ob-
vious.

ATCHAFALAYA APPENDIX I
Traffic in Atchafalaya Bay Ship Channnel in Tons

Channel Filled ... 1913 29,487
1914 66,147
1915 39,561

3

the channel during most of 1914 and most of 1915.
Traffic increased after commencement of the work and
dropped off again after the channel was destroyed.)
The commercial statistics available are as follows:

1912 41,588 short tons
1918 o 29,427 short tons
1914 66,147 short tons
1915 o 39,561 short tons
1916 oo 20,823 short tons

The marked drop in tonnage was caused by a
hurricane which, in September, 1915, one month af-
ter the completion of the re-dredging, “practically
obliterated the channel. . . .” (Corps Report of 1916,
Part I, p. 887).

The 1917 Report increased the estimate of the
cost of maintenance to $120,000 per year. There was
no modification of the project but the report stated
that maintenance at project dimensions was impracti-
cal without being excessively expensive and for that
reason an amount, not to exceed $20,000 per year
would be spent to maintain a 14x200 foot channel.

In that year maintenance expenditures amount-
ed to $195.61 for survey work.

In 1919 the channel was re-dredged to 14 feet
and channel markers were replaced at a total main-
tenance cost of $75,151.69 bringing the total mainte-
nance cost on the channel to $140,729.63. This amount,
combined with construction costs comes to a grand
total of $642,692.86.

Cost estimates in 1919 to maintain a 14-foot

7
1916 20,823
1917 8,183
1918 11,626
1919 14,029
1920 15,852
1921 52,357
1922 70,027
1923 122,695
1924 142,098
1925 149,385
1926 172,567
1927 278,684
1928 681,869
1929 521,681
Depression ........ooooeeeeiieeeeoieenne. 1930 167,845
1931 316,869
1932 205,947
1933 201,635
1934 203,577
1935 293,284
1936 297,747
1937 282,265
1938 317,407
1939 432,534
1940 412,157
1941 374,895
1942 399,006
1943 809,614
1944 410,523
1945 450,005
1946 314,452
Work Started .........occooiiieeee. 1947 488,400
Finished ... ..o 1948 343,503
1949* 436,098

*Channel adequate adequate for commerce.

4

channel were set at $60,000. This rise in maintenance
cost was caused by the “rapid shoaling of the chan-
nel, the advanced cost of dredging, and the demands
for better channel conditions than were formerly
maintained.” (Corps of Engineers Report, 1919, Part
I, p. 1009.)

Commercial statistics for 1917 and 1918 were:

Yeoar Tons Value
1917 e, 8,183 $ 255,054
1918 oo 11,626 1,221,998

“The tonnage for the calendar year, 1918, con-
sisted principally of fuel oil, new ship hulls, and
miscellaneous merchandise.” (Ibid 1010).

The year, 1920, saw $12,569.19 spent on main-
tenance, over $10,000 of which was on contracts car-
rying over from the prior year. Again, $60,000 was
the estimate needed to maintain a 14x200 foot chan-
nel.

The 1921 expenditures amounted to $1,094.26
for general supervision.

No maintenance was done over the next several
years. In 1923 the controlling depth was found to be
6 feet.

Between the years, 1930 and 1939, no annual re-
port was made, and no maintenance of any nature was
carried out. From 1939 through 1946 the reports
show that no maintenance work was done. However,
several surveys indicate that re-dredging a 10-foot
channel from the Eugene Island Light to the 10-

8
1950 586,226
Inactive oo 1951 512,747
Inactive .. oo 1952 497,283
Inactive ..o 1953 458,711
Inactive .o 1954* 594,432
Inactive oo 1955* 1,004,433
Inactive ..o 1956* 1,767,462
Survey Work ..o 1957 2,503,609
Survey Work ... 1958 2,443,707
1959 2,820,861
1960 3,181,643
1961* 3,615,082
1962 3,974,999
1963 4,371,574
1964 4,036,181
1965 4,749,507

*Channel adequate adequate for commerce.

ATCHAFALAYA APPENDIX II
Cost of Maintenance - 1950 to present

Cost for Cost to
Year year end of year
1966 oo $342,321 $2,946,629
1965 .t 398,760 2,604,308
1964 oo 443,944 2,205,548
1963 oo 11,111 1,761,604
1962 e, 527,653 1,750,493
1961 oo 313,237 1,222,840
1960 oo 315,064 909,603
1959 e 824 595,363
1958 e 309,149 594,539

Project inactive through 1950.
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FRESHWATER BAYOU, LA.
CONDITION OF IMPROVEMENTS, 30 JUNE 1966

Project

The River and Harbor Act of 14 July 1960, House
Document 435, 86th Congress, 2nd Session, autho-
rized a navigation channel 12 feet deep and 125 feet
wide from the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway at mile
161.2 west of Harvey Lock to the 12 foot depth con-
tour in the Gulf of Mexico near Freshwater Bayou,
with increased width to 250 feet in the Gulf approach
as may be found advisable; jetties from the shoreline
to the 6-foot depth contour in the Gulf of Mexico,
and a lock near the Gulf of Mexico, 84 feet wide,
600 feet long and 16 feet deep.

Physical Data

It is estimated that under ordinary conditions
the mean range of tide at the proposed lock will be
13 inches.

Progress of Work

Construction of channel between mile 1.65 and
mile 4.39 completed 3 July 1963.

Construction of channel under two contracts be-
tween mile 4.39 and mile 19.85 was completed 2
March 1965.

Contract was awarded 29 June 1965 for construe-
tion of Freshwater Bayou Lock. Work was initiated
2 August 1965 and is 27% complete.

Construction of channel between mile -3.22 and
mile 1.27 is scheduled to be awarded in April 1967.

Construction of jetties to the -6 foot contour
will be deferred until the need therefor is justified.

Cost
$2,682,839

EXHIBIT 102



C0l 1I9IHX3



EXHIBIT 103



1
FRESHWATER BAYOU

The Freshwater Bayou project authorizes a 12x-
125 foot channel. It was approved by the Rivers and
Harbors Act of 1960, adopting the report in House
Doe. 435, 86 Cong., 2d Sess. (Public Law 81-645, Act
of July 14, 1960, H.R. 7634.)

“Qec. 101. That the following works of im-
provement of rivers and harbors and other wa-
terways for navigation, flood control, and other
purposes are hereby adopted and authorized to
be prosecuted under the direction of the Secre-
tary of the Army and supervision of the Chief
of Engineers, in accordance with the plans and
subject to the conditions recommended by the
Chief of Engineers in the respective reports here-
inafter designated: . . .”

“Freshwater Bayou, Louisiana: House Docu-
ment Numbered 435, Eighty-sixth Congress, at
an estimated cost of $7,485,000;”

The Channel begins at mile 161.2 west of Har-
vey, Louisiana, at the Gulf Intercoastal Waterway
and extends to the 12-foot contour in the Gulf. Jetties
are authorized, extending from the shore to the 6-foot
contour if jetty construction proves to be less expen-
sive than maintenance dredging. Until the necessary
time has elapsed to determine the comparative costs,
a channel 12x250 in the Gulf is to be maintained by
dredging.

In addition, a 56x100 foot lock 14 feet deep is to
be constructed “over the sill near the Gulf of Mexi-
co.” (Corps Report 1962, p. 648.)

2

This project requires local cooperation; right-of-
ways and easements, etc., must be supplied by the
state, all pipeline alteration necessary as a result of
the Channel must be made at state expense and the
U. S. must be exempt from damages arising out of
construction and maintenance of the project.

In the first year of work, pre-construction studies
were made and a design memorandum was approved.
Pre-approval costs were listed as $44,164. This item
was not explained but probably refers to the feasibili-
ty study which resulted in the authorization.

At the end of fiscal 1963, the first year in which
actual construction was carried out, the project was
listed as 6% complete with the construction of 2.2
miles of channel completed and 2.4 miles partially
completed. 1,448,223 cubic yards of material was re-
moved at a cost of $313,262.

In 1964 a total of 5,132,045 cubic yards of ma-
terial was removed from separate segments of the
channel for a completed distance of 13.6 miles. At
this time the project was 15% complete. The expen-
ditures for the year amounted to $699,848.

By the end of fiscal 1965 the project was 19%
complete. During the year 2,532,430 cubic yards of
material had been removed, completing the project
from mile 1.65 to 19.85, at a cost of $387,257.

In 1966, the last year for which the Reports of
the Corps are available, no new work was done on
dredging or removal of material. However, in that
year $1,170,330 was spent on construction of the lock,

0
o

resulting in 27% completion of lock. The entire proj-
ect was 29% complete as of 30 June 1966.

As of the latest available information, there is
no commerce on this waterway.

FRESHWATER APPENDIX I & II

Cost Estimates

Year Federal Non-Federal C. G. Aids Total

1960 ...$7,485,000 $ ... . $ $7,485,000
1962 ... 7,530,000 198,000 20,000 7,748,000
1963 ... 7,700,000 198,000 20,000 7,918,000
1964 ... 7,700,000 207,000 23,000 7,930,000
1965 ... 8,000,000 203,000 23,000 8,226,000
1966 ... 9,370,000 203,000 23,000 9,596,000

Cost & Financial Statement

New Work

Fiscal Year ;f_lpm"opriated Cost
1961 . $ 90,000 § 76,198
1962 99,800 35,944
1968 et 399,200 313,262
1964 . 630,000 699,848
1965 e, 445,000 387,257
1966

............................................ 1,131,000 1,700,000
Totals to end of fiscal 1966: ___$2,795,000 $2,682,839
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