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IN THE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OCTOBER TERM, 1974 

No, ____, Original 

  

  

THE STATE OF INDIANA, 
Plaintiff, 

US. 

THE OTHER FORTY-NINE (49) STATES OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, and THE CONGRESS 
OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Defendants. 

  

  

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE COMPLAINT AND 
PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS 

  

The State of Indiana asks leave of the Court to file its 
complaint against the other forty-nine (49) United States 

of America and its Petition for a Writ of Mandamus 

against the Congress of the United States to restore the 
free enterprise system, submitted herewith. 

JOHN D. RAIKOS, 
120 East Market Street, Suite 933 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(817) 632-5357 
Attorney for Plaintiff



No. 

ORIGINAL ACTION 

IN THE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

OCTOBER TERM, 1974 

  

  

  

THE SOVEREIGN STATE OF INDIANA EX REL. 
ROBERT L. MONTGOMERY, A CITIZEN, ON BEHALF 
OF HIMSELF AND ALL OTHER CITIZENS OF THE 
STATE OF INDIANA, 

Plaintiffs, 

US. 

THE OTHER FORTY-NINE (49) SOVEREIGN 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND 

THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER- 
ICA (A BODY POLITIC OF THE UNITED STATES) 
AND MIKE MANSFIELD AS ITS PRESIDING OFFI- 
CER AND AGENT OF SAID BODY, AND 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (A BODY POLITIC 
OF THE UNITED STATES) AND CARL ALBERT, 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, ITS PRESIDING OFFI- 
CER AND AGENT OF SAID BODY, 

Defendants. 

  

  

COMPLAINT TO MAKE NOTHING BUT GOLD AND 
SILVER COIN A TENDER IN PAYMENT OF DEBTS, 
AND PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS TO 

RESTORE THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM 
  

The sovereign state of Indiana on the relation of Robert 

L. Montgomery, its citizen, on behalf of himself and all 

other citizens of the state of Indiana for their claim for 

relief allege: 
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1 

This action arises in law under the Constitution of the 

United States of America (“Constitution” herein) and in- 

volves a mandate against the Congress of the United States 

of America (‘“‘Congress”’ herein) to perform a ministerial 

act requiring no discretion whatever. The Constitution is 

the Charter creating the government of the United States 

and is the supreme law of the land. By virtue of its decisions, 

as recently as 1974 in the case of United States vs. Richard 

Nixon this court has exercised its judicial powers to man- 

date the several branches of government to perform their 

constitutional duties. Jurisdiction for the exercise of such 
judicial power is expressly founded here in Article 8, § 1., of 

the Constitution and 28 U.S.C. § 1251 (a) (1). 

2 

Plaintiffs bring this action on behalf of the State of Indi- 

ana and on behalf of all of the citizens of Indiana, a sovereign 

state of the United States of America. 

3 

The defendants are the other forty-nine sovereign United 

States and its members of a branch of the government of the 

United States of America, two legislative bodies politic, 
cognizable under Article 1, § 8., of the Constitution. 

4 

This court has specific original jurisdiction pursuant to 

Article 8, § 2., clause [2.], of the Constitution and 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1251 (a) (1) to grant the relief sought. 

5 

At all times relevant herein, the Constitution has pro- 

vided and now provides that no money shall be drawn from 

the United States Treasury but in consequence of appropri- 

ations made by law. Said clause appears specifically in the 
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Constitution in Article 1, § 9., clause [7.], and reads as 

follows: 

§ 9. Powers denied congress.— ... [7.] 

“No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in 

consequence of appropriations made by law; and a 

regular statement and account of the receipts and ex- 

penditures of all public money shall be published from 

time to time.” 

6 

Article 6, § 2., of the Constitution in expressly making the 

Constitution the supreme law of the land, obliges each jus- 

tice of this honorable court and each defendant legislator to 

be bound thereby upon the premise established by this court 

that no person is above the law. 

7 

Article 6, § 3., expressly obliges and binds the defendants 

as legislators and this court as judicial officers of the United 

States, by oath or affirmation, to support the Constitution. 

8 

All of the defendants herein constituting the Congress of 

the United States (“‘Congress” herein) and all of the mem- 

bers of this honorable court did, as a condition of their 

taking office, take such oath or affirmation to support the 

Constitution. 

9 

The United States of America is a government of limited, 

enumerated and delegated powers and the defendants can- 

not exercise any authority whatsoever not granted by the 

Constitution in express words or by necessary implication. 

10 

Commencing with the administration of Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt in 1932 and continuing thereafter until Decem- 
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ber 1, 1974, at which time the price of gold reached in excess 

of $185.00 per troy ounce, the Congress and their prede- 

cessors have from time to time and will, unless a writ of 

mandate issues out of this honorable court, deny the bless- 

ings of liberty to plaintiffs and their posterity by drawing, 

printing, and circulating money from the United States 

Treasury without appropriations made by law, thereby 

destroying and denying to plaintiffs the right to manage 

their own affairs in a free enterprise system. 

11 

The Congress in so doing in the past and in threatening 

so to do in the future have denied plaintiffs their sacred 

rights guaranteed by the 9th and 10th amendments to the 

Constitution and have inflicted an invasion by the United 

States of America against plaintiffs prohibited by Article 4, 

§ 4., of the Constitution and have specifically violated and 

are continuing to violate the rights of plaintiffs to have gold 
and silver coin only as legal tender in payment of their debts, 

in violation of these specific rights guaranteed by Article 1, 
§ 10., of the Constitution. 

12 

The Congress has unlawfully printed money without 

regulating the value thereof as required by Article 1, § 8., 

clause [5.], of the Constitution and have pretended to 

expend money with appropriation in the nature of deficit 

budgets, but in truth and fact have spent, are spending 

daily, and are threatening and will unless confined to their 

constitutional powers, expend money without actual appro- 

priation thereof, and will unless restrained debauch, debase, 

counterfeit, and render worthless the currency of the United 

States of America through inflation, denying plaintiffs life, 

liberty, and pursuit of happiness in the following particu- 
lars, to-wit: 
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(a) Article 1, § 8., clause [5.] of the Constitution re- 

quires the Congress to regulate the value of money, and 

Article 1, § 10., clause [1.] requires the other 49 states to 

make nothing but gold and silver coin tender in payment of 

the debts of plaintiffs. 

(b) The Congress and their predecessors have since 

1940 pretended to appropriate money for expenditures of 

revenues which they did not desire to raise, thereby diluting 
the currency of the United States by unlawfully raising the 

constitutional debt ceiling of the United States and spending 

moneys not previously appropriated, which is a continuing 

fraud upon all American citizens of the United States and 

which is a continuing conspiracy by the Congress to de- 

bauch, debase, and counterfeit the currency of the United 

States of America, which defendants are commanded by 

Article 1, § 8., clause [6.], to punish, thereby inflicting a 

government upon plaintiffs other than that guaranteed 

them by the Constitution. 

(ec) Commencing with 1939 to the present time, Con- 

gress has pushed the United States of America to the brink 

of bankruptcy and has unlawfully expanded the indebted- 

ness of the United States to such an extent that plaintiffs 

are denied their rights to have gold and silver coin as tender 

in payment of their debts and have brought about inflation 

to such degree that it now threatens to topple the govern- 

ment. 

13 

Plaintiffs are without a remedy at law or in equity and 

are entitled to constitutional protection and to have a writ 

of mandamus issue out of this honorable court directing the 

Congress to perform their ministerial acts under the Con- 

stitution to expend only sums actually appropriated and to 

prohibit expenditures of deficit budgets. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs pray that a writ of mandamus 
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issue to compel the Congress to appear and show cause if any 

they have why they and their successors hereafter should 

not be perpetually commanded to perform their ministerial 

duties and enjoined to expend only money in consequence of 

appropriations made by law and to make only gold and silver 

coin tender in payment of debts; that said writ mandate 

defendants to remove the worthless coins debauched with 

copper, aluminum and other baser metals from circulation 

and mandate defendants and each of them not to authorize 
the printing of any money other than that actually raised in 

revenues and backed by gold and silver; and that the defen- 

dant Congress be mandated to liquidate so much of its real, 

personal and mixed assets as is necessary to carry out and 

effectuate the purposes of said mandate. 

Plaintiffs further pray for a judgment against the defen- 

dant forty-nine states to make nothing but gold and silver 

coin as tender in payment of debts; and for all other relief. 

JOHN D. RAIKOS 

120 East Market Street, Suite 933 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

(817) 632-5357 

Attorney for Plaintiffs



PROOF OF SERVICE 

I, JOHN D. RAIKOS, Attorney for Petitioner herein, 

and a member of the Bar of the Supreme Court of the United 

States, hereby certify that on the 14 day of December, 

1974, I served copies of the foregoing motion for leave to file 

complaint by first class mail, postage prepaid, to the Office 
of the Governor and Attorney General, respectively of each 

of the forty-nine (49) states (excluding the State of Indi- 

ana) of the United States of America, and the Solicitor Gen- 

eral of the United States of America, and Mike Mansfield, 

presiding officer of the Senate of the United States, and 

Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 

United States. 

   120 East Market Stree 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

(317) 682-5357



BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF MOTION 

The greatest object of government is to protect the life, 

liberty, and property of its individual citizens and to such 

end our constitutional system is a government of laws and 

not of men. 

Since the constitution is intended for the observance of 

the judiciary as well as the other departments of govern- 

ment and the judges are sworn to support its provisions, the 

courts are not at liberty to overlook or disregard its com- 

mands, or countenance evasions thereof. It is their duty in 

authorized proceedings to give effect to the existing consti- 

tution and to obey all constitutional provisions, irrespective 
of their opinion as to the wisdom of such provisions, and 

irrespective of the consequences. 16 Am Jur 2d Constitu- 
tional law, §105. . 

The federal powers of the United States are derived from 
a grant of its people, and the federal government is thus a 

government of limited, enumerated, and delegated powers. 

The Congress of the United States cannot exercise any 

authority not granted by the Federal Constitution either in 

express words or by necessary implication. Powers not del- 

egated to the United States or prohibited to the States are 

exercisable by no one and are reserved exclusively to the 

people. The power to make anything other than gold and 

silver coin a tender in payment of debts is expressly reserved 

to the people by the guarantee of the Tenth Amendment. 

This power is not delegated to the United States anywhere 

in the Constitution and is denied to the United States by the 
Tenth Amendment. 

AMENDMENT 10 

“Rights reserved to states or people.—The powers not 

delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor 

prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states 
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respectively or to the people.” 
This power is expressly denied the States by Article 1, 

Section 10. of the Constitution. 
“Article 1. $10. Powers denied the states.—[1.] No state 

shall... make anything but gold and silver coin a tender 

in payment of debts...” 
A denial of this power to the States precludes the Congress 

from making anything but gold and silver coin a tender in 

payment of debts. 
The Constitution denys the Congress the power to spend 

“money” it doesn’t have. Article 1, § 9, clause (5.) com- 

mands the Congress to regulate the value of money, which 

the Congress has seen fit to ignore. 

This court has declared that no one is above the law. If 

the Congress and its individual members are subject to the 

Constitution, a mandate must issue to the Congress and to 

the States and the federal government must, as must any 

other debtor on the brink of bankruptcy, disgorge sufficient 

of its real and personal assets to pay its debts and to regu- 

late the value of money by the purchase of gold and silver. 

The Congress should be mandated to make a public sale of 

federal lands, buildings, or other property to purchase suffi- 

cient gold and silver to effectuate the mandate of the Con- 

stitution. How it does it is discretionary, so long as it does it. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN D. RAIKOS 

Attorney for Plaintiffs 

120 East Market Street, Suite 933 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

(317) 632-5357



APPENDIX





CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 
1787 

ARTICLE. 

1. THE CONGRESS. 6. ASSUMPTION OF PUBLIC DEBT—Su- 
2. THE EXECUTIVE. PREME LAW—OATH OF OFFICE— 
3. JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. RELIGIOUS TESTS PROHIBITED. 
4. STATES AND TERRITORIAL RELATIONS. 7. RATIFICATION—-ATTESTATION. 
5. Mopre oF AMENDMENT. 

PREAMBLE 

We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect 

union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the 

common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the bless- 
ings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America. 

ARTICLE 1 

THE CONGRESS 

SECTION. . SECTION. 

1. Legislative powers vested in con- 6. Compensation — Privileges — Hold- 
gress. ; ing other office. 

2. House of representatives. 7. Bills and resolutions—Veto. 
3. Senate. 8. Powers of congress. 
4. Elections of members—Sessions. 9. Powers denied congress. 
5. Organization — Proceedings — Ad- 10. Powers denied the states. 

journment. 

§1. Legislative powers vested in congress.—All legislative powers 
herein granted shall be vested in a congress of the United States, which 
shall consist of a senate and house of representatives. 

§ 2. House of representatives.—[1.] The house of representatives 
shall be composed of members chosen every second year by the people 
of the several states and the electors in each state shall have the quali- 
fications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the state 
legislature. 

[2.] No person shall be a representative who shall not have attained 
to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that 
state in which he shall be chosen. 

[3.] [Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among 
the several states which may be included within this Union, according 
to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a 
term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other 
persons.]* The actual enumeration shall be made within three years 
after the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within 
every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by 

* See Amend, 14, § 2; Amend, 16, 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

law direct. The number of representatives shall not exceed one for 
every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least one representa- 
tive; and until such enumeration shall be made, the state of New Hamp- 
shire shall be entitled to choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York 
six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, 
Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

[4.] When vacancies happen in the representation from any state, 
the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such 

vacancies. 
[5.] The house of representatives shall choose their speaker and 

other officers; and shall have the sole power of impeachment. 

§ 3. Senate.—[1.] [The senate of the United States shall be com- 
posed of two senators from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof, 
for six years; and each senator shall have one vote.] * 

* See Amend. 17. 

[2.] Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the 
first election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three 
classes. The seats of the senators of the first class shall be vacated at 
the expiration of the second year, of the second class at the expiration 
of the fourth year, and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth 
year, so that one-third may be chosen every second year; [and if vacan- 
cies happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the legis- 
lature of any state, the executive thereof may make temporary appoint- 
ments until the next meeting of the legislature, which shall then fill 
such vacancies. ] * 

* See Amend, 17. 

[3.] No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained to the 
age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that state for which 
he shall be chosen. 

[4.] The Vice-President of the United States shall be president of 
the senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided. 

[5.] The senate shall choose their other officers, and also a president 
pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice-President, or when he shall 
exercise the office of the President of the United States. 

[6.] The senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. 
When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. 
When the President of the United States is tried the Chief Justice shall 
preside: and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members present. 

[7.] Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than 
to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office 
of honor, trust or profit under the United States: but the party con- 
victed shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judg- 
ment and punishment, according to law. 
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THE CONGRESS 

§ 4. Elections of members—Sessions.—[1.] The times, places and 
manner of holding elections for senators and representatives, shall be 
prescribed in each state by the legislature thereof; but the congress 
may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to 
the places of choosing senators. 

[2.] [The congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and 
such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they 
shall by law appoint a different day.]* 

* See Amend. 20, 

§5. Organization — Proceedings — Adjournment.—[1.] Each house 
shall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its own 
members, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do busi- 
ness; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be 
authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner, 
and under such penalties as each house may provide. 

[2.] Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish 
its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two- 
thirds, expel a member. 

[3.] Each house shall keep a journal! of its proceedings, and from 
time to time, publish the same, excepting such parts as may in their 
judgment, require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members of 
either house on any question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those 
present, be entered on the journal. 

[4.] Neither house, during the session of congress, shall, without the 
consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 
other place than in which the two houses shall be sitting. 

§ 6. Compensation—Privileges—Holding other office.—[1.] The sen- 
ators and representatives shall receive a compensation for their services, 
to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the United 
States. They shall in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the session 
of their respective houses, and in going to and returning from the same; 
and for any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be ques- 
tioned in any other place. 

[2.] No senator or representative shall, during the time for which 
he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under the authority of 
the United States, which shall have been created, or the emoluments 
whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no person 
holding any office under the United States, shall be a member of either 
house during his continuance in office. 

§ 7. Bills and resolutions—Veto.—[1.] All bills for raising revenue 
shall originate in the house of representatives; but the senate may 
propose or concur with amendments as on other bills. 

[2.] Every bill which shall have passed the house of representatives 
and the senate, shall, before it become a law, be presented to the Presi- 
dent of the United States; if he approve he shall sign it, but if not he 
shall return it, with his objections to that house in which it shall have 
originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

and proceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration two-thirds 
of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent together with 
the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be con- 
sidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that house, it shall become a 
law. But in all such cases the vote of both houses shall be determined 
by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against 
the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively. If 
any bill shall not be returned by the President within ten days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be 
a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the congress, by 
their adjournment, prevent its return, in which case, it shall not be a 
law. 

{8.] Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of the 
senate and house of representatives may be necessary (except on a 
question of adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the 
United States; and before the same shall take effect, shall be approved 
by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of 
the senate and house of representatives, according to the rules and 
limitations prescribed in the case of a bill. 

§ 8. Powers of congress.—[1.] The congress shall have power to 
lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts and 
provide for the common defense and general welfare of the United 
States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout 
the United States; 

[2.] To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 

[3.] To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the sev- 
eral states, and with the Indian tribes; 

[4.] To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws 
on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

[5.] To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, 
and fix the standard of weights and measures; 

[6.] To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities 
and current coin of the United States; 

[7.] To establish post-offices and post-roads ; 
[8.] To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing 

for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their 
respective writings and discoveries; 

[9.] To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; 
[10.] To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the 

high seas, and offenses against the law of nations; 
[11.] To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make 

rules concerning captures on land and water; 
[12.] To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to 

that use shall be for a longer term than two years; 
[13.] To provide and maintain a navy; 
[14.] To make rules for the government and regulation of the land 

and naval forces; 
[15.] To provide for calling forth militia to execute the laws of the 

Union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions; 
[16.] To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, 

and for governing such part of them as may be employed in the service 
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THE CONGRESS 

of the United States, reserving to the states respectively the appoint- 
ment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia according 
to the discipline prescribed by congress; 

[17.] To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over 
such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of 
particular states, and the acceptance of congress, become the seat of 
government of the United States, and to exercise like authority over all 
places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the state in which 
the same shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock- 
yards, and other needful buildings; and 

[18.] To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for car- 
rying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested 
by this constitution in the government of the United States, or in any 
department or officer thereof. 

§ 9. Powers denied congress.—[1.] The migration or importation of 
such persons as any of the states now existing shall think proper to 
admit, shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed 
on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 

[2.] The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, 
unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may re- 
uire it. 

" [3.] No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed. 
[4.] No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in propor- 

tion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore directed to be taken. 
* See Amend. 16. 

[5.] No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any state. 
[6.] No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or 

revenue to the ports of one state over those of another: nor shall vessels 
bound to, or from, one state, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties 
in another. 

[7.] No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in consequence 
of appropriations made by law; and a regular statement and account of 
the receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published 
from time to time. 

[8.] No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: and 
no person holding any office of profit or trust under them, shall, without 
the consent of the congress, accept of any present, emolument, oftice, 
or title, of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 

§ 10. Powers denied the states.—[1.] No state shall enter into any 
treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal: 
coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold and silver 
coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post 
facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, or grant any 
title of nobility. 

[2.] No state shall, without the consent of the congress, lay any im- 
posts or duties on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely 
necessary for executing its inspection laws: and the net produce of all 
duties and imposts, laid by any state on imports or exports, shall be for 
the use of the treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall be 
subject to the revision and control of the congress. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

[3.] No state shall, without the consent of congress, lay any duty 
of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into 
any agreement or compact with another state, or with a foreign power, 
or engage in war unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger 
as will not admit of delay. 

ARTICLE 2 

THE EXECUTIVE 

SECTION. SECTION. 

1. The President. 3. Miscellaneous powers and duties. 
2. Commander-in-chief — Pardons — 4. Impeachment. 

Treaties—Appointment of officers. 

§1. The President.—[1.] The executive power shall be vested in a 
President of the United States of America. He shall hold his office 
during the term of four years, and, together with the Vice-President, 
chosen for the same term, be elected, as follows: 

[2.] Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature 
thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole number 
of senators and representatives to which the state may be entitled in 
the congress: But no senator or representative, or person holding an 
office of trust or profit under the United States, shall be appointed an 
elector. 

[8.] [The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by 
ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant 
of the same state with themselves. And they shall make a list of all the 
persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each; which list they 
shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the govern- 
ment of the United States, directed to the president of the senate. The 
president of the senate shall, in the presence of the senate and house 
of representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be 
counted. The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the 
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed; and if there be more than one who have such majority, 
and have an equal number of votes, then the house of representatives 
shall immediately choose by ballot one of them for President; and if 
no person have a majority, then from the five highest on the list the 
said house shall in like manner choose the President. But in choosing 
the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation 
from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall con- 
sist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a 
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, 
after the choice of the President, the person having the greatest num- 
ber of votes of the electors shall be the Vice-President. But if there 
should remain two or more who have equal votes, the senate shall choose 
from them by ballot the Vice-President.] * 

* See Amend, 12, 

[4.] The congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, 
and the day on which they shall give their votes; which day shall be 
the same throughout the United States. 
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[5.] No person, except a natural-born citizen, or a citizen of the 
United States, at the time of the adoption of this constitution, shall be 
eligible to the office of President; neither shall any person be eligible 
to that office who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years 
and been fourteen years a resident within the United States. 

[6.] In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his 
death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of 
the said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice-President*and the 
congress may by law, provide for the case of removal, death, resignation 
or inability, both of the President and Vice-President, declaring what 
officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall act accordingly, 
until the disability be removed, or a President shall be elected. 

* See Amend, 25. 

[7.] The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a 
compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during 
the period for which he shall have been elected; and shall not receive 
within that period, any other emolument from the United States, or any 
of them. 

[8.] Before he enters on the execution of his office, he shall take the 
following oath or affirmation :—“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 
will faithfully execute the office of President of the United States, and 
will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Consti- 
tution of the United States.” 

§ 2. Commander-in-chief — Pardons — Treaties — Appointment of 
officers.—[1.] The President shall be commander-in-chief of the Army 
and Navy of the United States, and of the militia of the several states, 
when called into the actual service of the United States; he may require 
the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive 
departments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for 
offenses against the United States, except in cases of impeachment. 

[2.] He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the 
senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the senators present 
concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent 
of the senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and 
consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the 
United States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided 
for, and which shall be established by law: but the congress may by 
law vest the appoiritment of such inferior officers, as they think proper, 
in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of depart- 
ments. 

[3.] The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies that may 
happen during the recess of the senate, by granting commissions which 
shall expire at the end of their next session. 

§ 3. Miscellaneous powers and duties.—He shall from time to time 
give to the congress information of the state of the Union, and to recom- 
mend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary 
and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both houses, 
or either of them, and in case of disagreement between them, with 
respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time 
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as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors and other public 
ministers; he shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and 
shall commission all the officers of the United States. 

§ 4. Impeachment.—The President, Vice-President and all civil offi- 
cers of the United States, shall be removed from office on impeach- 
ment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and 
misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE 3 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

SECTION. SECTION. 
1. Judicial power. 3. Treason, proof and punishment. 
2. Extent of judicial power—Supreme 

Court—Trial and places of trial. 

§ 1. Judicial power.—The judicial power of the United States, shall 
be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the 
congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The judges, both 
of the Supreme Court and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during 
good behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their services, a 
compensation, which shall not be diminished during their continuance 
in office. 

§ 2. Extent of judicial power—Supreme Court—Trial and places of 
trial—[1.] The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and 
equity, arising under this constitution, the laws of the United States, 
and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their authority ;—to 
all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls ;— 
to all cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction ;—to controversies to 
which the United States shall be a party ;—to controversies between 
two or more states;—between a state and citizens of another state ;— 
between citizens of different states ;—between citizens of the same state 
claiming lands under grants of different states, and between a state, or 

the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens or subjects. 

[2.] In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and 
consuls, and those in which a state shall be party, the Supreme Court 
shall have original jurisdiction. In all the other cases before mentioned, 
the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law 
and fact, with such exceptions, and under such regulations as the con- 
gress shall make. 

[3.] The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall 
be by jury; and such trial shall be held in the state where the said 
crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any 
state, the trial shall be at such place or places as the congress may by 
law have directed. 

§ 3. Treason, proof and punishment.—[1.] Treason against the 
United States, shall consist only in levying war against them, or in 
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person 
shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses 
to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. 

[2.] The congress shall have power to declare the punishment of 
treason, but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, or 
forfeiture except during the life of the person attainted. 
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ARTICLE 4 

STATE AND TERRITORIAL RELATIONS 

SECTION. SECTION. 

1. Full faith and credit to records and 3. Admission of states—Rules and reg- 

judicial proceedings of states. ulations respecting the territory 

2. Privileges and immunities—Fugitives and property of the United States. 

from justice and service. 4. Guaranty of republican form of. gov- 
ernment and against invasion. 

§1. Full faith and credit to records and judicial proceedings of 

states.—Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public 

acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other state. And the 

congress may by general laws prescribe the manner in which such acts, 

records and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof. 

§ 2. Privileges and immunities—Fugitives from justice and service. 

—[1.] The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and 

immunities of citizens in the several states. 

[2.] A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or other 

crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in another state, shall 

on demand of the executive authority of the state from which he fled, 

be delivered up, to be removed to the state having jurisdiction of the 

crime. 
[3.] No person held to service or labor in one state, under the laws 

thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or 

regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall 

be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor 

may be due. 

§ 3. Admission of states—Rules and regulations respecting the ter- 

ritory and property of the United States——[1.] New states may be ad- 

mitted by the congress into this Union; but no new state shall be 

formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any other state; nor any 

state be formed by the junction of two or more states, or parts of states, 

without the consent of the legislatures of the states concerned as well 

as of the congress. 
[2.] The congress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful 

rules and regulations respecting the territory or other property belong- 

ing to the United States; and nothing in this constitution shall be so 

construed as to prejudice any claim of the United States, or of any 

particular state. 

§ 4. Guaranty of republican form of government and against inva- 

sion.—The United States shall guaranty to every state in this Union a 

republican form of: government, and shall protect each of them against 

invasion; and on application of the legislature, or of the executive (when 

the legislature can not be convened) against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE 5 

Mode of amendment.—The congress, whenever two-thirds of both 

houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this con- 

stitution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the 

several states, shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which, 
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in either case, shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this 
constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
several states, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one 
or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the congress; 
provided, that no amendment which may be made prior to the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affect the first 
and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that no 
state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the 
senate. 

ARTICLE 6 

Assumption of public debt—Supreme law—Oath of office—Religious 
tests prohibited.—[1.] All debts contracted and engagements entered 
into, before the adoption of this constitution, shall be as valid against 
the United States under this constitution, as under the confederation. 

[2.] This constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall 
be made in pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
law of the land; and the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, 
any thing in the constitution or laws of any state to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

[3.] The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the 
members of the several state legislatures, and all executive and judicial 
officers, both of the United States and of the several states, shall be 
bound by oath or affirmation, to support this constitution; but no 
religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the United States. 

ARTICLE 7 

Ratification—Attestation.—The ratification of the conventions of nine 
states, shall be sufficient for the establishment of this constitution 
between the states ratifying the same. 

DONE in convention by the unanimous consent of the states present the 
seventeenth day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-seven and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the twelfth. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF we have hereunto subscribed our names, 

GO WASHINGTON 
Presidt. and Deputy from Virginia. 

Attest WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary 

New Hampshire— JOHN LANGDON 
NICHOLAS GILMAN 

Massachusetts— NATHANIEL GORHAM 
RUFUS KING 

Connecticut— WM SAML JOHNSON 
ROGER SHERMAN 
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New York— ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

New Jersey— WIL: LIVINGSTON 
DAVID BREARLEY 
WM PATERSON 
JONA: DAYTON 

Pennsylvania— B FRANKLIN 
THOMAS MIFFLIN 
ROBT MorRRIS 
GEO. CLYMER 
THOS FITZSIMONS 
JARED INGERSOLL 
JAMES WILSON 
GouV MorRIS 

Delaware— GEO: READ 
GUNNING BEDFORD JUN 
JOHN DICKINSON 
RICHARD BASSETT 

JACO: BROOM 

Maryland— JAMES MCHENRY 
DAN OF ST THOS JENIFER 

DANL CARROLL 

Virginia— JOHN BLAIR 

JAMES MADISON JR. 

North Carolina— WM BLOUNT 
RICHD DOBBS SPAIGHT 

Hu WILLIAMSON 

South Carolina— J. RUTLEDGE 
CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY 
CHARLES PINCKNEY 

PIERCE BUTLER 

Georgia— WILLIAM FEW 
ABR BALDWIN 
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AMENDMENTS 

To THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Proposed by congress, and ratified by the legislatures of the several states, pursuant 
to the fifth article of the original constitution. 

AMENDMENT. 
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RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL FREEDOM. 
RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS. 
QUARTERING SOLDIERS. 
UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND SEIZ- 

URES. 
CRIMINAL ACTIONS — 
CONCERNING — DUE PROCESS OF 
LAW AND JUST COMPENSATION 
CLAUSES. 

RIGHTS OF THE ACCUSED. 
TRIAL BY JURY IN CIVIL CASES. 
BAIL— PUNISHMENT. 
RIGHTS RETAINED BY PEOPLE. 
RIGHTS RESERVED TO STATES OR 

PEOPLE. 
SUITS AGAINST STATES—RESTRIC- 

TION OF JUDICIAL POWER. 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE- 

PRESIDENT. 
—§1. SLAVERY PROHIBITED. 

§ 2. POWER TO ENFORCE ARTICLE. 
—§1. CITIZENSHIP — DUE PROCESS 

OF LAW—EQUAL PROTEC- 
TION. 

REPRESENTATIVES — POWER 
TO REDUCE APPORTION- 
MENT. 

DISQUALIFICATION 
OFFICE. 

PuBLIC DEBT NOT TO _ BE 
QUESTIONED—REBEL DEBTS 
AND CLAIMS NOT TO BE 
PAID. 

POWER TO ENFORCE AMEND- 
MENT. 

RIGHT OF CITIZENS TO VOTE 
—RACE OR COLOR NoT TO 
DISQUALIFY. 

POWER TO ENFORCE AMEND- 
MENT. 

INCOME TAX. 
ELECTION OF SENATORS. 
—§1. NATIONAL PROHIBITION — IN- 

TOXICATING LIQUORS. 
§ 2. CONCURRENT POWER TO EN- 

FORCE AMENDMENT. 
§ 3. TIME LIMIT FOR ADOPTION. 

§ 2. 

§ 3. To HOoLp 

§ 4. 

§ 5. 

—§1. 

§ 2. 

PROVISIONS | 

AMENDMENT. 
19. —§1. WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

§ 2. POWER TO ENFORCE AMEND- 
ENT. 

20. —§1. EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENTS — TERMS OF 
ELECTIVE OFFICERS. 

§ 2. ANNUAL MEETING OF CON- 
GRESS—DATE. 

§ 3. SUCCESSION TO OFFICE OF 
PRESIDENT OR VICE-PRESI- 
DENT. 

§ 4. DEATH OF PRESIDENT OR 
VICE-PRESIDENT — SELEC- 
TION OF SUCCESSOR — 
CHOICE DEVOLVING ON 
EITHER HOUSE. 

§ 5. EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMEND- 
MENT. 

§6. Time LIMIT FOR RATIFICA- 
TION. 

21. —§1. REPEAL OF THE EIGHTEENTH 
AMENDMENT. 

§ 2. INTOXICATING LIQUORS, SHIP- 
MENT INTO DRY TERRITORY 
PROHIBITED. 

§ 3. RATIFICATION, TIME LIMIT. 

22. —§1. RESTRICTON ON TERMS OF 
PRESIDENT. 

§ 2. RATIFICATION, TIME LIMIT. 

23. §1. Presidential and Vice Presiden- 
tial electors from District of 
Columbia. 

§ 2. Power to enforce amendment. 
24. §1. Right to vote not to be denied 

for failure to pay poll tax. 
§ 2. Power to enforce amendment. 

25. §1. Filling vacancy in office of 
President. 

§ 2. Filling vacancy in office of 
Vice President. 

§3. Declaration of disability by 
President—Acting President. 

§ 4. Determination of disability of 
President. 
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AMENDMENT 1 

Religious and political freedom.—Congress shall make no law respect- 
ing an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there- 
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances. 

AMENDMENT 2 

Right to bear arms.—A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, 
shall not be infringed. 

AMENDMENT 3 

Quartering soldiers.—No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered 
in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but 
in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

AMENDMENT 4 

Unreasonable searches and seizures.—The right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreason- 

able searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall 

issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 

particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 

things to be seized. 

AMENDMENT 5 

Criminal actions—Provisions concerning—Due process of law and 
just compensation clauses.—No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict- 
ment by a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 

or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; 
nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in 

jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case 
to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 

property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 

taken for public use, without just compensation. 

AMENDMENT 6 

Rights of the accused.—In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 

enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the 

state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which 

district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be in- 

formed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with 

the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining 

witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his 

defense. 
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AMENDMENT 7 

Trial by jury in civil cases.—In suits at common law, where the value 

in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 

shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re- 

examined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules 

of the common law. 

AMENDMENT 8 

Bail—Punishment.—Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exces- 
sive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

AMENDMENT 9 

Rights retained by people——The enumeration in the constitution, of 
certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others re- 
tained by the people. 

AMENDMENT 10 

Rights reserved to states or people.—The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, 
are reserved to the states respectively or to the people. 

AMENDMENT 11 

Suits against states—Restriction of judicial power.—The judicial 
power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit 
in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States by citizens of another state, or by citizens or subjects of any 
foreign state. 

AMENDMENT 12 

Election of President and Vice-President.—The electors shall meet in 
their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state 
with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for 
as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-Presi- 
dent, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as 
President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the 
number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and 
transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the United States 
directed to the president of the senate;—The president of the senate 
shall, in the presence of the senate and house of representatives, open 
all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted ;—The person 
having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the Presi- 
dent, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons 
having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those 
voted for as President, the house of representatives shall choose im- 
mediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the 
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votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state hav- 
ing one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or 
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states 
shall be necessary to a choice. And if the house of representatives 
shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve 
upon them, before the fourth day of March*next following, then the 
Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or 
other constitutional disability of the President.—The person having the 
greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, 
if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed, 
and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on 
the list, the senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the 
purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of senators, 
and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. 
But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall 
be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 

* See Amend, 20, 

AMENDMENT 13 

§1. Slavery prohibited.—Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place sub- 
ject to their jurisdiction. 

§ 2. Power to enforce article-——Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation. 

AMENDMENT 14 

§ 1. Citizenship—Due process of law—Equal protection.—All per- 
sons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the juris- 
diction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state where- 
in they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; 
nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, with- 
out due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction 

the equal protection of the laws. 

2. Representatives—Power to reduce apportionment.—Representa- 
tives shall be apportioned among the several states according to their 
respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each state, 
excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election 
for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United 
States, representatives in congress, the executive and judicial officers 
of a state, or the members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any 
of the male inhabitants of such state, being twenty-one years of age, 
and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for 
participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation 
therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such 
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty- 
one years of age in such state. 
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§ 3. Disqualification to hold office—No person shall be a senator or 

representative in congress, or elector of President and Vice-President, 

or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under 

any state who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of con- 

gress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any state 

legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any state, to sup- 

port the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insur- 

rection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the 

enemies thereof. But congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each 

house, remove such disability. 

§ 4. Public debt not to be questioned—Rebel debts and claims not to 

be paid.—The validity of the public debt of the United States, author- 

ized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and 

bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not 

be questioned. But neither the United States nor any state shall assume 

or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion 

against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of 

any slaves; but all such debts, obligations, and claims shall be held 

illegal and void. 

§5. Power to enforce amendment.—The congress shall have power 
to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 

AMENDMENT 15 

§1. Right of citizens to vote—Race or color not to disqualify.—The 
right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude. 

§ 2. Power to enforce amendment.—The congress shall have power 

to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

AMENDMENT 16 

Income tax.—The congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes 
on incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment 
among the several states, and without regard to any census or enumera- 
tion. 

AMENDMENT 17 

Election of senators.—The senate of the United States shall be com- 
posed of two senators from each state, elected by the people thereof, 
for six years; and each senator shall have one vote. The electors in 
each state shall] have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most 
numerous branch of the state legislatures. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any state in the 
senate, the executive authority of such state shall issue writs of elec- 
tion to fill such vacancies: provided, that the legislature of any state 
may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointments 
until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may 
direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election 
or term of any senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the 
constitution. 
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AMENDMENT 18 

§§ 1-3. [Repealed.] * 

* See Amend, 21. 

AMENDMENT 19 

§ 1. Woman suffrage.—The right of the citizens of the United States 
to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any 
state on account of sex. 

§ 2. Power to enforce amendment.—Congress shall have power to 
enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

AMENDMENT 20 

§1. Executive and legislative departments— Terms of elective 
officers.—The terms of the President and Vice-President shall end at 
noon on the twentieth day of January, and the terms of senators and 
representatives at noon on the third day of January, of the years in 
which such terms would have ended if this article had not been rati- 
fied; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. 

§ 2. Annual meeting of congress—Date.—The congress shall assem- 
ble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon 
on the third day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different 
day. 

§ 3. Succession to office of President or Vice-President.—If, at the 
time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President 
elect shall have died, the Vice-President elect shall become President. 
If a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the 
beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to 
qualify, then the Vice-President elect shall act as President until a 
President shall have qualified; and the congress may by law provide 
for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice-President elect 
shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the 
manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person 
shall act accordingly until a President or Vice-President shall have 
qualified. 

§ 4. Death of President or Vice-President—Selection of successor— 
Choice devolving on either house.—The congress may by law provide 
for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the house 
of representatives may choose a President whenever the right of choice 
shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any 
of the persons from whom the senate may choose a Vice-President 
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them. 

§ 5. Effective date of amendment.—Sections one and two shall take 
effect on the fifteenth day of October following the ratification of this 
article. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

§6. Time limit for ratification—This article shall be inoperative 
unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the constitution 

by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven 
years from the date of its submission. 

AMENDMENT 21 

§ 1. Repeal of eighteenth amendment.—The eighteenth article of 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed. 

§ 2. Intoxicating liquors, shipment into dry territory prohibited.— 
The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or Posses- 
sion of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating 
liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 

§ 3. Ratification, time limit.—This article shall be inoperative unless 
it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by con- 
ventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within 
seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by 
the Congress. 

AMENDMENT 22 

§ 1. Restriction on terms of President.—No person shall be elected 
to the office of the President more than twice, and no person who has 
held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two 

years of a term to which some other person was elected President shall 
be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this Article 
shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this 
Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person 
who may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, dur- 
ing the term within which this Article becomes operative from holding 

the office of President or acting as President during the remainder of 
such term. 

§ 2. Ratification, time limit.—This article shall be inoperative unless 
it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the 
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years 
from the date of its submission to the States by the Congress. 

AMENDMENT 23 

§1. Presidential and Vice Presidential electors from District of Co- 
lumbia.—The District constituting the seat of Government of the United 
States shall appoint in such a manner as the Congress may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the 
whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which 
the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more 
than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed 

by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the 
election of President and Vice President to be electors appointed by a 
State; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as 
provided by the twelfth article of amendment. 

§ 2. Power to enforce amendment.—The Congress shall have power 
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
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AMENDMENT 24 

§1. Right to vote not to be denied for failure to pay poll tax.—The 

right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other 

election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or 

Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not 

be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of 

failure to pay any poll tax or other tax. 
§ 2. Power to enforce amendment.—The Congress shall have power 

to enforce this article by appropriate !egislation. 
AMENDMENT 25 

§1. Filling vacancy in office of President.—In case of the removal 

of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice 

President shall become President. 
§ 2. Filling vacancy in office of Vice President—Whenever there is a 

vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate 
a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority 
vote of both Houses of Congress. 

§ 3. Declaration of disability by President — Acting President. — 
Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written 
declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his 
office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the con- 
trary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President 
as Acting President. . ; 

§4, Determination of disability of President—Whenever the Vice 

President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive 

departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, 

transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the 

President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 

Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the 

office as Acting President. 
Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore 

of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his 
written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers 
and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of 
either the principal officers of the executive department or of such 
other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days 
to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives their written declaration that the President 
is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon 
Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours 
for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty- 
one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress 

is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to 
assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the 
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, 
the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting 
President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties 
of his office. 

AMENDMENT 26 
§1. Age limit for right to vote-—The right of citizens of the United 

States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of 

e. 
ins 2. Enforcement of article—The Congress shall have power to en- 

force this article by appropriate legislation. 
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