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IN THE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

October Term, 1973 

  

No. 36, Original 

THE STATE OF TEXAS, PLAINTIFF 

V. 

THE STATE OF LOUISIANA 

  

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE 

The City of Port Arthur, a municipal corporation of Jeffer- 

son County, Texas, by its City Attorney, asks leave of Court to 

intervene in this suit to assert the claim set forth in its proposed 

Motion For More Definite Statement and Complaint submitted 

herewith. 

This Motion is made on the grounds that the City of Port 

Arthur, by virtue of deed from the State of Texas, dated June 

6, 1967. Recorded in Volume 1532, Page 115 of the Deed Rec- 

ords of Jefferson County, Texas, as authorized by Senate Bill 

285, 60th Legislature of the State of Texas, copies attached 

hereto and made part hereof as Exhibits “1” and ‘‘2”’, respec- 

tively, is the owner in fee simple of that portion of Pleasure 

Island which is affected by the claim asserted by the United 

States of America in its Amended Complaint and, as such, denys 

that the United States of America has any claim or color of 

title. 

Dated March 29, 1974. 

GEORGE WIKOFF, 

City Attorney of the 

City of Port Arthur, Texas. 
(1)





EXHIBIT I TO MOTION FOR 

LEAVE TO INTERVENE 

  

The State of Texas 
Secretary of State 

I, MARK W. WHITE, JR., Secretary of State of the State 

of Texas DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the attached is a true 

and correct copy of Senate Bill 285, 60th Legislature, 

Regular Session, 1967, as signed by Governor Connally 

on May 19, 1967 and filed in the Office of Secretary of 

State on May 19, 1967 at 3:40 p.m. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

signed my name officially and caused to be im- 

pressed hereon the Seal of State at my office in 

the City of Austin, this 

8th day of . May a Dag 74.   
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EXHIBIT II TO MOTION FOR LEAVE 

LEAVE TO INTERVENE 

FILED FCw RECORD 
6 

COUNTY CLERIC 
JEFFERSON COUNTY, TEXAS 07389234 

Auc 7 Sse AM 196? 

The State of Texas) 

County of Jefferson ) 

I, Fred G. Hill, County Clerk, Jefferson County, Texas, do hereby 

certify that the above and forejoing is a true and correct copy of the 

a 
instrument that appears of record in the eb Records of 

  

  

Jefferson County, Texas, in Vol, 332, Page //5 , in my office. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Beaumont, Texas, this 

the .47 — day of F ememberl _,A.D., 197/ . 
  

  

Fred G. Hill, County Clerk, 
Jefferson County, Texas 

  

  

Ss oe 
VOHRA “/ f 4 Liles Deputy 
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IN THE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

October Term, 1973 

No. 36, Original 

THE STATE OF TEXAS, PLAINTIFF 

Vis 

THE STATE OF LOUISIANA 

The City of Port Arthur, Texas, by its City Attorney, inter- 
venes in this suit and for cause of action states: 

L 

The claim asserted by the United States of America in Para- 

graph III of its Amended Complaint is so vague and ambiguous 

that the City of Port Arthur cannot locate and identify the por- 

tion of Pleasure Island claimed by the United States, in that its 

complaint does not describe the boundaries, dimensions or area 

comprising such island alleged to have existed in the western 

half of the Sabine River in 1848 and now alleged to be a part of 

Pleasure Island. Hence, the City cannot reasonably frame a re- 
sponsive pleading. 

Accordingly, the City of Port Arthur moves the Court to 

direct the United States of America to provide a more definite 

statement of such claim and, failing which, that said claim of the 

United States of America be stricken. 

  

GEORGE WIKOFF, 

City Attorney of the 

City of Port Arthur, Texas. an OY f





IN THE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

October Term, 1973 

No. 36, Original 

THE STATE OF TEXAS, PLAINTIFF 

v. 

THE STATE OF LOUISIANA 

COMPLAINT 

  

The City of Port Arthur, Texas, by its City Attorney, in- 

tervenes in this suit and, subject to its Motion For More Definite 

Statement filed herewith, for cause of action states: 

I. 

The City of Port Arthur by virtue of deed from the State of 

Texas dated June 6, 1967, as authorized by Senate Bill 285, 

60th Legislature of the State of Texas, is the owner in fee simple 

of that portion of Pleasure Island which is affected by the claim 

asserted by the United States of America in its amended com- 

plaint and denys that the United States has any claim or title. 

II. 

The claim asserted by the United States in its Amended 

Complaint to a portion of Pleasure Island, including the exhibits 

offered by the United States having any bearing on said claim, 

is so vague, ambiguous and indefinite that such land cannot be 

located, identified or described. 

II]. 

That such island as may have existed in 1848 in the western 

(19)
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half of Sabine River, as asserted by the United States, cannot 

by any competent evidence be reasonably identified or located 

as a part of Pleasure Island. 

IV. 

That the claim of the United States to a portion of Pleasure 

Island is a matter de minimis non curat lex. 

Wherefore, the City of Port. Arthur prays for relief as 

follows: 

1. That a decree be entered quieting title in the City of 

Port Arthur to said Pleasure Island. 

2. For such other and further relief as the Court may 

deem proper. 

Dated March, 1974. GEORGE WIKOFF, 

City Attorney of the 

City of Port Arthur, Texas.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, George Wikoff, City Attorney of the City of Port Arthur, 

Texas, a member in good standing of the Bar of the Supreme 

Court of the United States, hereby certify that on the 29th day 

of March, 1974, I served copies of the foregoing motion for 

leave to intervene, by first class mail, postage prepaid, to the 

Honorable Robert H. Bork, Solicitor General, Department of 

Justice, Washington, D. C. 20530, the Honorable John L. Hill, 

Attorney General of Texas, Austin, Texas 78711, and the 

Honorable Oliver P. Stockwell, Special Assistant Attorney Gen- 

eral of the State of Louisiana, P. O. Box 2900, Lake Charles, 

Louisiana. 

GEORGE WIKOFF, 

City Attorney of the 

City of Port Arthur, Texas








