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FINAL REPORT OF SPECIAL MASTER 

The undersigned Special Master in this litigation re- 

ports that on December 4, 1962, the Commonwealth of Vir- 

ginia, by its Attorney General, the Honorable Robert Y. 

Button, and the State of Maryland, by its Attorney General, 

the Honorable Thomas B. Finan, filed with him a Joint Re- 

port and Motion. 

The Report states that House Joint Resolution No. 659 

was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate 

of the United States, and was approved by the President 

of the United States on October 10, 1962. This Joint Resolu- 

tion enacted into law the Potomac River Compact of 1958 

between Maryland and Virginia concerning the fisheries of 

the River. The text of the Joint Resolution, embodying the 

Compact, is incorporated in this report as Appendix A. The 

Compact became effective December 10, 1962. 

The Commonwealth of Virginia and the State of Mary- 

land pray that the undersigned Master “report to the Court 

that this cause has been amicably settled by agreement
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between the parties as to the matters formerly in contro- 

versy, and that the appropriate order be entered by the 

Supreme Court of the United States, in this cause, dis- 

missing this cause as settled by agreement of the parties.” 

The Master so reports and recommends that the Court 

dismiss this proceeding as prayed with equal division of 

costs between the parties. 

The Special Master has lodged with the Clerk of this 

Court a complete record of all of the proceedings which 

have been filed with him. 

This litigation originated in this Honorable Court on 

September 13, 1957, by a motion of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia, by its then Attorney General, the Honorable J. 

Lindsay Almond, Jr., for leave to file a bill of complaint, 

accompanied by the bill itself. A temporary restraining 

order was also sought to restrain the State of Maryland 

“from enforcing Chapter 770 of the Acts of Assembly of 

Maryland of 1957, and from enforcing any other acts or 

statutes of the State of Maryland concerning or regulating 

fishing, oystering and crabbing on and in the Potomac River 

which have not been concurred in by the Commonwealth 

of Virginia until the motion now on file with this Honorable 

Court for leave to file a Bill of Complaint against the 

State of Maryland has been passed upon by this Honorable 

Court and the matters set forth in the Bill of Complaint 
determined.” 

Maryland’s answer to the motion for a restraining order 

was filed October 4, 1957, by its Attorney General, the Hon- 

orable C. Ferdinand Sybert, and the motion was denied 
October 14, 1957, 355 U. S. 3. Maryland’s opposition to 
Virginia’s motion for leave to file a bill of complaint was 
filed November 12, 1957. Thereafter a brief for the com- 
plainant on the motion for leave to file the bill was filed 
on November 29, 1957, and an answer to the bill was filed
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by the State of Maryland on February 19, 1958. Subse- 

quently there was filed a replication and reply to defen- 

dant’s answer. 

On March 3, 1958, your undersigned Special Master was 

appointed with authority to take evidence and directed 

to hold hearings “and to submit a report with recommenda- 

tions relative to the disposition of the questions raised by 

the pleadings.” 

On March 17, 1958, Mr. Albertis S. Harrison, Jr., the 

then Attorney General of Virginia, and Mr. C. Ferdinand 

Sybert, the then Attorney General of Maryland, together 

with their assistants, met in Washington at the chambers 

of the Special Master and had a pre-trial discussion of the 

matters in issue. As it appeared that the Commonwealth 

of Virginia and the State of Maryland previously had been 

able to adjust similar controversies between the two states 

by agreement, there seemed to be no insurmountable ob- 

stacle to the adjustment of these differences. Accordingly 

the Attorneys General agreed to call to the attention of the 

Governors of the respective states the possibility of reach- 

ing an agreement as to the matters presently in controversy. 

The case was thereupon continued until June 3, 1958, to see 

what could be done toward an amicable settlement of the 

issues. 

The Honorable J. Lindsay Almond, Jr., the Governor of 

Virginia, thereupon appointed a commission for the con- 

sideration of the problems and their fair adjustment. It 

consisted of Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Chairman, John Warren 

Cooke, Howard H. Adams, Robert Y. Button, and Edward 

Ki. Lane. The Governor of Maryland, the Honorable 

Theodore R. McKeldin, appointed a commission consisting 

of Carlyle Barton, Chairman, Stephen R. Collins, Edward 

S. Delaplaine, William J. McWilliams and M. William Adel- 

son. On May 19, 1958, the respective commissions met 

jointly and started work for the development of the com-
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pact between the states concerning the matters in contro- 

versy. 

The work of the commissions continued vigorously until 

the accomplishment of their purpose and the submission 

of a proposed compact for the consideration of the General 

Assemblies of each state. The commissions met jointly 

to hear expert testimony from professional biologists and 

other persons familiar with the conservation of fisheries and 

related problems of the Potomac River. They heard testi- 

mony from citizens of the counties adjacent to the River. 

These meetings of the commissions were continued from 

time to time. With the cooperation of the Governors and the 

Attorneys General of the respective states, the general 

form of the proposed agreement or compact between the 

two states was completed by the commissions and reported 

to the Special Master on January 5, 1959. 

Extensions for the completion of the adoption of the 

compact by the respective General Assemblies were granted 

by the Special Master as asked. The compact as adopted 

by the states appears in the Acts of the General Assembly 

of Virginia, Extraordinary Session 1959, ch. 5 and 28, and 

the Laws of Maryland 1959, ch. 269. 

Thereafter the requisite number of eligible citizens of 

the State of Maryand filed a referendum petition to ap- 

prove or reject the legislative adoption of the compact, as 

provided for by Article XVI of the Constitution of Mary- 

land. This required further delay until November 21, 1960. 

Although the voters of Maryland approved the compact 

by a majority of approximately 40,000 votes, the validity 

of the referendum result was challenged on the ground that 

inadequate legal publication had been given. This neces- 

sitated further extensions of time by your Special Master 

in order that the legality of the result might be determined. 

In turn there were court proceedings in the Circuit Court of



D 

Baltimore City, the Court of Appeals of Maryland, and 

finally a jurisdictional statement to this Court from a de- 

cision of the Court of Appeals of Maryland upholding the 

adoption of the compact by the referendum. This Court dis- 

missed this appeal on December 18, 1961, Dutton v. Tawes, 

068 U. 8. 345. 

Finally, pursuant to Art. 1, Sec. 10, Cl. 3, of the Constitu- 

tion of the United States, the compact was submitted to 

the Congress for its approval. This required further ex- 

tensions. Approval having been obtained, the compact 

became effective, as above stated, on December 10, 1962. 

Respectfully submitted, 

StTanLeY F. Reep 

Special Master.





Appendix “A” 

Public Law 87-783 

87th Congress, H. J. Res. 659 

October 10, 1962 

(Emblem) 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

Granting consent of the Congress to a compact entered into 

between the State of Maryland and the Commonwealth 

of Virginia for the creation of the Potomac River Com- 

pact of 1958. 

Potomac River Compact of 1958. Consent of Congress. 

Whereas the State of Maryland and the Commonwealth of 

Virginia have entered into a compact, known as the 

Potomac River Compact of 1958, by means of concurrent 

legislation for that purpose, being chapter 269 of the 

Acts of the General Assembly of Maryland of 1959 and 

being found in chapters 5 and 28 of the 1959 Extraordi- 

nary Session of the General Assembly of Virginia: There- 

fore be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the Umted States of America in Congress assembled, 

That the consent of the Congress, subject to the provisions 

and conditions of section 2 of this joint resolution, is given 

to the State of Maryland and the Commonwealth of Vir- 

ginia for the Potomac River Compact of 1958 and for each 

and every part and article thereof: Provided, That noth- 

ing in this compact shall be construed as impairing or in 

any manner affecting any right or jurisdiction of the United 

States in or over the region which forms the subject of the 

compact or the power of Congress pursuant to the United 

States Constitution over interstate or foreign commerce. 

The compact reads as follows:
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“POTOMAC RIVER COMPACT OF 1958 

‘““PREAMBLE 

“Whereas Maryland and Virginia are both vitally inter- 

ested in conserving and improving the valuable fishery 

resources of the Tidewater portion of the Potomac River, 

and 

“Whereas, certain provisions of the Compact of 1785 be- 

tween Maryland and Virginia having become obsolete, 

Maryland and Virginia each recognizing that Maryland 

is the owner of the Potomac River bed and waters to the 

low water mark of the southern shore thereof, as laid 

out on the Mathews-Nelson survey of 1927, and that 

Virginia is the owner of the Potomac River bed and 

waters southerly from said low water mark as laid out, 

and that the citizens of Virginia have certain riparian 

rights along the southern shore of the river, as shown 

on said Mathews-Nelson survey, and, in common with 

the citizens of Maryland, the right of fishing in said 

river, Maryland and Virginia have agreed that the neces- 

sary conservation and improvement of the tidewater 

portion of the Potomac fishery resources can be best 

achieved by a Commission comprised of representatives 

of both Maryland and Virginia, charged with the estab- 

lishment and maintenance of a program to conserve and 

improve these resources, and 

“Whereas, at a meeting of the commissioners appointed by 

the Governors of the State of Maryland and the Com- 

monwealth of Virginia, to-wit: Carlyle Barton, M. Wil- 

liam Adelson, Stephen R. Collins, Edward 8S. Delaplaine 

and William J. McWilliams, Esquires, on the part of the 

State of Maryland, and Mills E. Godwin, Jr., Howard H. 

Adams, Robert Y. Button, John Warren Cooke and Ed- 

ward EK. Lane, Esquires, on the part of the Common-
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wealth of Virginia, at Mount Vernon, Virginia, on the 

twentieth of December, in the year one thousand nine 

hundred and fifty-eight, the following Potomac River 

Compact of 1958 between the Commonwealth of Virginia 

and the State of Maryland was mutually agreed to by 

the said Commissioners: Now, therefore, be it 

“Resolved by the Commissioners appointed by the Govy- 

ernors of the State of Maryland and the Commonwealth 

of Virginia, meeting in joint session, that they do unani- 

mously recommend to the said respective Governors that 

there be a new compact, to be designated as the “Potomac 

River Compact of 1958”, and that the said new compact be 

referred as promptly as possible to the Legislatures of the 

State of Maryland and the Commonwealth of Virginia for 

appropriate action, and to the end and after ratification 

and adoption by said Legislatures the same be submitted 

to the Congress of the United States for approval. 

“ARTICLE I 

““COMMISSION—-MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION 

“Section 1. Commission Createp.—The Potomac River 

Fisheries Commission, hereinafter designated as “Commis- 

sion”, is hereby created. 

“Src. 2. Mrmpbers.—The Commission shall consist of six 

members, three from Maryland and three from Virginia. 

The Maryland members shall be the members of the Tide- 

water Fisheries Commission of Maryland or its successor 

agency and the Virginia members shall be the members of 

the Virginia Fisheries Commission or its successor agency. 

If the membership of either of the respective State Com- 

missions exceeds three, then the three Commission mem- 

bers from that State shall be selected by the Governor 

thereof from the members of the State Commission; and
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if the membership of either of the respective State Com- 

missions is less than three, the three Commission members 

from that State shall be the member or members of the 

State Commission, and such additional person or persons 

who shall be appointed by the Governor as may be neces- 

sary to constitute a total of three Commissioners. 

“Src. 3. Term, Vacancrus.—The term of Commissioners 

who are members of their respective State Commissions 

shall be conterminous with their term on their State Com- 

mission. The term of Commissioners who are not members 

of their State Commission shall be four years. Vacancies 

on the Commission shall be filled by appointment of the 

Governor of the State entitled to fill the vacancy, except 

that where the State Commission has three members, the 

person filling a vacancy on the State Commission shall 

ex officio become a member of the Commission. 

“Seo. 4. Cuarman.—The Chairman of the Commission 

shall alternate from year to year between the representa- 

tives of Maryland and Virginia. Subject to such alterna- 

tion, the Chairman shall be elected by the Commissioners 

for a term of one year. 

“Src. 5. CoMPENSATION, EixpEeNsEes.—Commissioners shall 

be entitled to receive from the General Fund of the Com- 

mission compensation of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for 

each day or portion thereof spent in the performance of 

their duties, and reimbursement of reasonable expenses 

incident to the performance of their duties. 

“Src. 6. Mrerrincs, QuorumM.—Commission meetings shall 

be held at least once each quarter, and at such other times 

as the Commision may determine. 

“In order to constitute a quorum for the transaction of 

any business at least two of the three members from each 

State must be present and must vote on the business being 

transacted.
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“Src. 7. Orrick AND Empiovers.—The Commission shall 

establish and maintain an office at such locations as it may 

select, and may employ an Executive Secretary who shall 

serve at the pleasure of the Commission, and such other 

administrative, clerical, scientific, and legal personnel as 

it deems necessary. The powers, duties and compensation 

of all employees shall be as prescribed by the Commission, 

and the employees shall not be subject to the provisions of 

Article 64A of the Annotated Code of Maryland nor to the 

provisions of the Virginia Personnel Act, as the same may 

be from time to time in effect. The Commission may extend 

to any employee or employees membership in the Virginia 

Supplemental Retirement System or the Maryland Em- 

ployees’ Retirement System, whichever is applicable, sub- 

ject to the laws relating to each such retirement system. 

“ArticLte IT 

“JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARIES 

“The territory in which the Potomac River Fisheries 

Commission shall have jurisdiction shall be those waters 

of the Potomac River enclosed within the following de- 

scribed area: 

“Beginning at the intersection of mean low water mark 

at Point Lookout and an established line running from 

Smiths Point to Point Lookout, marking Chesapeake Bay 

waters; thence following the mean low water line of the 

shore northwesterly across the respective mouths of all 

ereeks to Gray Point at the westerly entrance into Rowley 

Bay; thence in a straight line northwesterly to the southerly 

extremity of Kitts Point; thence along the mean low water 

line to the southwesterly point of St. Inigoes Neck; thence 

in a straight line westerly to the most easterly point of 

St. Georges Island; thence following the mean low water 

line in a general northwesterly direction, across the respec-
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tive mouths of all creeks and inlets to the southwesterly 

point of Huggins Point; thence in a straight line south- 

westerly to the eastern extremity of the sand bar known as 

Heron Island; thence northwesterly following the ridge of 

Heron Island Bar to its westerly extremity; thence south- 

westerly in a straight line to the most southerly point of 

Blakiston Island; thence in a straight line northwesterly to 

the southern extremity of Colton’s Point; thence following 

the mean low water line westerly, excluding all creeks and 

inlets, to the point marking the southeasterly entrance into 

St. Catherine Sound; thence westerly in a straight line to 

the southern extremity of St. Catherine Island Sandbar; 

thence northwesterly, along the westerly edge of said sand 

bar continuing along the mean low water line of the south- 

westerly side of St. Catherine Island to the northwesterly 

point of said island; thence westerly in a straight line to 

Cobb Point Bar Lighthouse; thence northwesterly along 

the ridge of Cobb Point Sandbar to the southerly extremity 

of Cobb Point; thence following the mean low water line 

in general northwesterly and northerly directions across 

the respective mouths of all creeks and inlets to a point 

at the easterly entrance into Port Tobacco River, due east 

of Windmill Point; thence in a straight line westerly to 

Windmill Point; thence southwesterly following the mean 

low water line across the respective mouths of all creeks 

and inlets to Upper Cedar Point; thence southwesterly in 

a straight lne across the mouth of Nanjemoy Creek to a 

point on shore at the village of Riverside; thence following 

the mean low water line, southwesterly, northwesterly and 

northerly across the respective mouths of all creeks and 

inlets to Smiths Point; thence northerly in a straight line 

to Liverpool Point; thence northerly in a straight line to 

Sandy Point; thence following the mean low water line 
northerly, across the respective mouths of all creeks and 
inlets to Moss Point; thence northerly in a straight line
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across Chicamuxen Creek to the southernmost point of 

Stump Neck; thence following the mean low water line 

northeasterly, across the respective mouths of all creeks 

and inlets, to a point at the southerly entrance into Mat- 

tawoman Creek; thence in a straight line northeasterly 

across the mouth of Mattawoman Creek to the southwest- 

erly point of Cornwallis Neck; thence following the mean 

low water line northeasterly, across the respective mouths 

of all creeks and inlets, to Chapman Point; thence in a 

straight line northeasterly to Pomonkey or Hillis Point; 

thence following the mean low water line in a northerly 

direction across the respective mouths of all creeks and 

inlets, to a point on Marshall Hall shore, due south of 

Ferry Point; thence northeasterly in a straight line to 

Bryan Point; thence northeasterly in a straight line to the 

northwest extremity of Mockley Point; thence northeast- 

erly in a straight line to Hatton Point; thence northerly 

in a straight line to the southwesternmost point of Indian 

Queen Bluff; thence following the mean low water line 

northerly across the respective mouths of all creeks and 

inlets, to Rosier Bluff Point; thence in a straight lne 

northerly to the intersection with the District of Columbia 

line at Fox Ferry Point; thence following the boundary line 

of the District of Columbia southwesterly to a point on 

the lower or southern shore of the Potomac River, said 

point being the intersection of the boundary line of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia with the boundary line of the 

District of Columbia; thence following the mean low water 

line of the Potomac River on the southern, or Virginia 

shore, as defined in the Black-Jenkins Award of 1877 and 

as laid out in the Mathews-Nelson Survey of 1927, begin- 

ning at the intersection of the Potomac River ‘and the 

District of Columbia line at Jones Point and running to 

Smiths Point; and thence in a straight line across the
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mouth of the Potomac River on the established line from 

Smiths Point to Point Lookout, to the mean low water mark 

at Point Lookout, the place of beginning. 

“Article III 

“COMMISSION POWERS AND DUTIES 

“Srotion 1. Oyster Bars.—The Commission shall make a 

survey of the oyster bars within its jurisdiction and may 

reseed and replant said oyster bars as may from time to 

time be necessary. 

“Spo. 2. Fisa anp Searoop.—The Commission may by 

regulation prescribe the type, size and description of all 

species of finfish, crabs, oysters, clams and other shellfish 

which may be taken or caught, within its jurisdiction, the 

places where they may be taken or caught, and the manner 

of taking or catching. 

“Sro. 3. Researcu.—The Commission shall maintain a 

program of research relating to the conservation and re- 

pletion of the fishery resources within its jurisdiction, and 

to that end may cooperate and contract with scientists and 

public and private scientific agencies engaged in similar 

work, and may purchase, construct, lease, borrow or other- 

wise acquire by any lawful method such property, struc- 

tures, facilities, or equipment as it deems necessary. 

“Sec. 4. Licenses.—(a) The Commission shall issue such 

licenses as it may prescribe which shall thereupon be re- 

quired for the taking of finfish, crabs, oysters, clams or 

other shellfish from the waters within the jurisdiction of 

the Commission, and for boats, vessels and equipment used 

for such taking. Recognizing that the right of fishing in 

the territory over which the Commission shall have juris- 

diction is and shall be common to and equally enjoyed by
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the citizens of Virginia and Maryland, the Commission 

shall make no distinction between the citizens of Virginia 

or Maryland in any rule, regulation or the granting of any 

licenses, privileges, or rights under this compact. 

“(b) Licenses for the taking of oysters and clams and 

the commercial taking of finfish and crabs within the juris- 

diction of the Commission shall be granted only to citizens 

of Maryland or Virginia who have resided in either or both 

states for at least twelve months immediately preceding 

the application for the license. Within six months after 

the effective date of this compact, the Commission shall 

adopt a schedule of licenses, the privileges granted thereby, 

and the fees therefor, which may be modified from time to 

time in the discretion of the Commission. 

“(c) The licenses hereby authorized may be issued at 

such places, by such persons, and in accordance with such 

procedures as the Commission may determine. 

“Src. 5. Expenpirures.—The Commission is authorized 

to expend funds for the purposes of general administra- 

tion, repletion of the fish and shellfish in the Potomac River, 

and the conservation and research programs authorized 

under this compact, subject to the limitations provided in 

this compact. 

“Src. 6. Grants, ContTRIBUTIONS, ETC.—The Commission 

is authorized to receive and accept (or to refuse) from any 

and all public and private sources such grants, contribu- 

tions, appropriations, donations, and gifts as may be given 

to it, which shall be paid into and become part of the 

General Fund of the Commission, except where the donor 

instructs that it shall be used for a specific project, study, 

purpose, or program, in which event it shall be placed in a 

special account, which shall be administered under the same 

procedure as that prescribed for the General Fund.
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“Sec. 7. CoopEraTIoN of State AGENcIES.—The Commis- 

sion may call upon the resources and assistance of the 

Virginia Fisheries Laboratory, the Maryland Department 

of Research and Education, and all other agencies, insti- 

tutions, and departments of Maryland and Virginia which 

shall cooperate fully with the Commission upon such 

request. 

“Sec. 8. Reauntations.—The Commission shall have the 

power to make, adopt and publish such rules and regulations 

as may be necessary or desirable for the conduct of its 

meetings, such hearings as it may from time to time hold, 

and for the administration of its affairs. 

“Sec. 9. Inspection Tax.—The Commission may impose 

an inspection tax, in an amount as fixed from time to time 

by the Commission, not exceeding 25¢ per bushel, upon 

all oysters caught within the limits of the Potomac River. 

The tax shall be paid by the buyer at the place in Maryland 

or Virginia where the oysters are unloaded from vessels 

and are to be shipped no further in bulk in vessel, to an 

agent of the Commission, or to such officer or employee 

of the Virginia Fisheries Commission or of the Maryland 

Department of Tidewater Fisheries, as may be designated 

by the Commission, and by him paid over to the Commission. 

‘“ArticLe IV 

“COMMISSION REGULATIONS—PROCEDURE AND REVIEW 

“Section 1. Noticr, Heartne, Vorr.—No regulation shall 

be adopted by the Commission unless: 

‘“(a) A public hearing is held thereon; 

“(b) Prior to the hearing the Commission has given 

notice of the proposed regulation by publication thereof 

at least once a week for three successive weeks in at least
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one newspaper published, or having a general circulation 

in each county of Maryland and Virginia contiguous to the 

waters within the Commission’s jurisdiction, the first such 

publication to be at least thirty days but not more than 

forty-five days prior to the date of the hearing; 

‘“(e) A copy of the proposed regulation is mailed at least 

thirty days but not more than forty-five days prior to the 

hearing, to the clerk of the court of each county of Mary- 

land and Virginia contiguous to the waters within the Com- 

mission’s jurisdiction, who shall post the same in a con- 

spicuous place at or in the courthouse; and 

“(d) The regulation is approved by at least four mem- 

bers of the Commission. 

“Sec. 2. Recorpinc, Errective Datr.—(a) Regulations 

of the Commission shall be exempt from the provisions of 

Chapter 1.1 ($9-6.1 et seq.) of Title 9 of the Code of 

Virginia (1950 Edition, as amended from time to time), 

and of section 9 of Article 41 of the Annotated Code of 

Maryland (1957 Edition, as amended from time to time). 

Copies of Commission regulations shall be kept on public 

file and available for public reference in the offices of the 

Commission, the office of the clerk of court in each county 

of Maryland and Virginia contiguous to the waters within 

the Commission’s jurisdiction, the office of the Virginia 

Division of Statutory Research and Drafting, the office 

of the Maryland Department of Legislative Reference, the 

office of the Virginia Fisheries Commission, and the office 

of the Maryland Department of Tidewater Fisheries. 

“(b) No regulation of the Commission shall become ef- 

fective until thirty (80) days after the date of its adoption, 

or such later date as may be fixed by the Commission. 

“(c) Leasing, dredging or patent tonging shall be au- 

thorized by the Commission only if such authorization is
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granted by joint action of the Legislatures of Maryland and 

Virginia. 

“Sec. 3. Revrew.—Any person aggrieved by any regula- 

tion or order of the Commission may at any time file a 

petition for declaratory judgment with respect to the 

validity or construction thereof, in the cireuit court of 

any county in Maryland or Virginia contiguous to the 

waters within the Commission’s jurisdiction. A review of 

the final judgment of the circuit court may be appealed 

to the court of highest appellate jurisdiction of the state 

in accordance with the rules of procedure in such state. 

“Sec. 4. Reviston spy Lecitsuative Action.—Regulations 

of the Commission may be amended, modified, or rescinded 

by joint enactment of the General Assembly of Maryland 

and the General Assembly of Virginia. 

“Sec. 5. Revision or Compact.—At any time subsequent 

to the adoption of this compact the Governor or Legislature 

of either Maryland or Virginia may call for the appoint- 

ment of a Commission to make further study and recom- 

mendations concerning revision and amendments to this 

compact, at which time the Governors of the respective 

states shall act forthwith in compliance with the request 

for the appointment of said Commission. 

“ARTICLE V 

“ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS: PENALTIES 

“Section 1. ResponsiBiuity ror EnrorceMENT.—The reg- 

ulations and orders of the Commission shall be enforced by 

the joint effort of the law enforcement agencies and officers 
of Maryland and Virginia. 

“Sec. 2. Penaurres.—The violation of any regulation of 

the Commission shall be a misdemeanor. Unless a lesser
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punishment is provided by the Commission, such violation. 

shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand 

dollars ($1,000.00) or confinement in a penal institution 

for not more than one (1) year, or both, in the discretion 

of the court, and any vessel, boat, or equipment used in 

the taking of finfish, crabs, oysters, clams, or other shellfish 

from the Potomac River in violation of any regulation of 

the Commission or of applicable laws may be confiscated 

by the court, upon the abandonment thereof or the conviec- 

tion of the owner or operator thereof. 

“Sec. 3. JuRIspIcTION or Court.—The officer making an 

arrest or preferring a charge for violation of a regulation 

of the Commission or an applicable state law respecting 

the waters within the Commission’s jurisdiction shall take 

the alleged offender to a court of competent jurisdiction 

in either state, in a county adjacent to the portion of the 

Potomac River where the alleged offense occurred, which 

shall thereupon have jurisdiction over the offense. 

“Sec. 4. Dispostrion oF Fines anp Forrerrures.—All 

fines imposed for violation of regulations of the Commis- 

sion or applicable state laws respecting the waters within 

the Commission’s jurisdiction shall be paid into the court 

in which the case is prosecuted, and accounted for under 

the laws applicable to that court. Any property confiscated 

under the provisions of this compact shall be turned over 

to the Commission, which may retain, use or dispose of 

it as it deems best. 

“ArtTICLE VI 

“COMMISSION FINANCES 

“Section 1. Bupcet.—The Commission shall approve 

and adopt a proposed annual budget showing estimated 

income, revenues, appropriations, and grants from all



20 

sources, and estimated necessary expenditures and shall 

send a copy thereof to the Governors of Maryland and 

Virginia. 

“Sec. 2. Appropriations.—The said Governors shall place 

in the proposed budget of their respective states for each 

year the sum of not less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,- 

000.00) for the expenses and the other purposes of the 

Commission for that year, except that none of the sum so 

appropriated shall be used for law enforcement purposes; 

and the General Assembly of each of the two states agrees 

to appropriate annually not less than this sum to the 

Commission. 

“Sec. 3. GENERAL Funp.—(a) The General Fund shall 

consist of: 

(1) All income and revenue received from the issu- 

ance of licenses under this compact; 

“(2) The proceeds of the disposition of property 

confiscated pursuant to the provisions of this compact; 

“(3) The proceeds of the inspection tax upon oysters 

imposed pursuant to this compact; and 

“(4) The funds appropriated to the Commission by 

the two States. 

“(b) The General Fund of the Commission shall be kept 

in such bank or depository as the Commission shall from 

time to time select. The General Fund shall be audited 

annually by the Auditor of Public Accounts of Virginia 

and the State Auditor of Maryland acting jointly, and at 

such other times as the Commission may request.
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“Articte VII 

“EFFECT ON EXISTING LAWS AND PRIOR COMPACT 

“Seotion 1. Existing Ricuts.—The rights, including 

the privilege of erecting and maintaining wharves and other 

improvements, of the citizens of each State along the shores 

of the Potomac River adjoining their lands shall be neither 

diminished, restricted, enlarged, increased nor otherwise 

altered by this compact, and the decisions of the courts 

construing that portion of Article VII of the Compact of 

1785 relating to the rights of riparian owners shall be given 

full force and effect. . 

“Seo. 2. Existing Laws.—The laws of the State of 

Maryland relating to finfish, crabs, oysters, and clams in 

the Potomac River, as set forth in Article 66C of the 

Annotated Code of Maryland and as in effect on December 

1, 1958, shall be and remain applicable in the Potomac 

River except to the extent changed, amended, or modified 

by regulations of the Commission adopted in accordance 

with this compact. 

“Src. 38. Existine Licenses.—The rights and privileges 

of licensees to take and catch finfish, crabs, oysters, clams, 

and other shellfish in the Potomac River, which are in effect 

at the time this compact becomes effective, shall continue 

in foree for a period of six months at which time every 

such license and every such right and privilege shall be 

abrogated. 

“ArticLe VIII 

“BFFECT OF RATIFICATION 

“These articles shall be laid before the Legislatures of 

Virginia and Maryland, and their approbation being ob- 

tained, shall be confirmed and ratified by a law of each
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State, never to be repealed or altered by either, without 

the consent of the other. 

“ARTICLE LX 

“RFFECTIVE DATE 

“This compact, which takes the place of the Compact of 

1785 between Maryland and Virginia, shall take effect 

at the expiration of sixty days after the completion of the 

last act legally necessary to make it operative, and there- 

upon the said Compact of 1785 shall no longer have any 

force or effect.” 

Sec. 2. (a) The right to alter, amend, or repeal this joint 

resolution is hereby expressly reserved. 

(b) The right is hereby reserved to the Congress or any 

of its standing committees to require of the Potomac River 

Fisheries Commission the disclosure and furnishing of such 

information and data as is deemed appropriate by the 

Congress or any committee thereof having jurisdiction 

of the subject matter of this resolution. 

Approved October 10, 1962.










