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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
       No. 142, Original

STATE OF FLORIDA,       )
                         )
            Plaintiff,   )
                         )
V.                       )
                         )
STATE OF GEORGIA,        )
                         )
            Defendants.  )

       TELEPHONE CONFERENCE before SPECIAL MASTER

RALPH I. LANCASTER, held at the law offices of Pierce

Atwood, LLP, at Merrill's Wharf, 254 Commercial Street,

Portland, Maine, on September 8, 2015, commencing at

10:00 a.m., before Claudette G. Mason, RMR, CRR, a

Notary Public in and for the State of Maine.

APPEARANCES:

For the State of Florida:     ALLEN C. WINSOR, ESQ.
                              OSVALDO VAZQUEZ, ESQ.
                              CHRISTOPHER M. KISE, ESQ.
                              PHILIP J. PERRY, ESQ.     
                
For the State of Georgia:   CRAIG S. PRIMIS, P.C.
                              BRITT GRANT, ESQ.
                              SARAH HAWKINS WARREN, ESQ.
                              ZACHARY A. AVALLONE, ESQ.
                              

For the U.S.A.:               MICHAEL T. GRAY, ESQ.    
                         
Also Present:               JOSHUA D. DUNLAP, ESQ.
                              MARY CLIFFORD
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                PRO CEED IN G S1

SPECIAL  M ASTER LANCASTER:  G ood  m orn ing , 2

counse l.  3

MR . W IN SO R:  G ood  m orn ing , your Honor .  4

MS . G RANT:  G ood m orn ing , your  H onor .5

SPECIAL  M ASTER LANCASTER:  Let m e just 6

say  that I th ink , aga in , th is  is -- thanks  to  7

your  cooperative  a ttitude  th is  is go ing  to  be  8

a very b rie f con ference ca ll.9

W ith m e a re  the  case m anager , Josh 10

Dun lap; lega l ass istan t, M ary  C liffo rd; and  11

the  extraord inary  court repo rter, C laudette  12

M ason.  13

Let's  en ter  appearances, p lease.  14

Flo rida  first?   15

MR . W IN SO R:  G ood  m orn ing , your Honor .  16

Th is is  A llen  W insor in  Ta llahassee.  I have  17

w ith  m e O s Vazquez .  And  then  d ia ling  in  18

rem o te ly  from  our p riva te  counse l team  are 19

Ph il Pe rry  and  Christopher K ise .  20

SPECIAL  M ASTER LANCASTER:  Thank  you .21

Georg ia?22

MS . G RANT:  G ood m orn ing , your  H onor .  23

Th is is  B ritt G rant and Sarah Hawk ins  ca lling  24

you from  G eorg ia .  And  d ia ling  in  from  25

 THE REPORTING GROUP

 Mason & Lockhart

3

W ash ing ton, D .C ., a re  C ra ig  Pr im is and  Zach 1

Ava llone . 2

SPECIAL MASTER  LANCASTER:  Thank  you , 3

G eorg ia . 4

Un ited  S tates?  5

M R. G RAY:  Yes.  G ood  m orn ing .  Th is  is  6

M ichae l G ray  fo r the  Un ited  S ta tes.  I 7

be lieve  I'll be  the  on ly  person on  fo r the  8

U nited  S tates today . 9

SPECIAL MASTER  LANCASTER:  Is the re  10

anyone e lse  w ho  is  on  the  line  w ho hasn 't 11

identif ied  or  been identified?  12

Thank  you .13

Just as a  m atter o f housekeep ing , you  14

m ay  have no ticed  that the  docket link  is  now  15

a t the  top  o f our w ebs ite .  Hope fu lly , that 16

w ill enab le  the  peop le  w ho have  had  17

d ifficu lty  find ing  it to  locate  whe re  it is  18

now  and stop  bother ing  us.  Bu t w e 'll see . 19

I w ant to  beg in by com m end ing  counse l, 20

once m ore, on  your coopera tive  approach.  21

Your  m eet and  g reet, your  conference ca lls  22

obv ious ly  a re  w ork ing  very w e ll.  And  I 23

apprec ia te  tha t.24

I a lso  w an t to  thank  you  fo r your 25
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exce llent status reports.  Is there  any  1

add itiona l in fo rm ation that you  w ant to add  2

to  the  sta tus report, Flo rida?   3

M R. W INSOR:  Th is  is  A llen  W insor.4

No , s ir. 5

SPECIAL MASTER  LANCASTER:  G eorg ia?   6

M S. G RANT:  Th is  is  B ritt G ran t.7

No , s ir.  8

SPECIAL MASTER  LANCASTER:  W ell, thank  9

you, aga in , fo r w ha t you 're do ing .  I 10

apprec ia te  it very  m uch.  11

Let m e rem ind  you  o f the  fast-approach ing   12

d iscovery dead lines.  O n Novem ber 10  is  the  13

com pletion  o f w ritten  d iscovery , inc lud ing  14

produc tion  o f docum ents; on  January  15  is  the  15

com pletion  o f des igna tion  o f nonexpert 16

w itnesses.  I th ink  by  now  you  know  m y 17

a ttitude  about en la rgem ent requests fo r 18

dead lines.  So  be  p repared  as these  dead lines 19

approach.  20

F ina lly , from  m y perspective  -- and  21

rem em ber tha t th is  transcr ip t w ill be  pu t on  22

the  docket -- I assum e s ince w e 're  still 23

ta lk ing , tha t you  haven 't se ttled  the  m atter.  24

Bu t I w ant to  encourage  you  to  con tinue 25
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settlement discussions, which I assume are 1

still ongoing.  If I'm incorrect in that 2

regard, you may say so.  Otherwise, I'll 3

assume that I am correct.  4

And that's all I have from my end.  Is 5

there anything else, Florida?6

MR. WINSOR:  No, sir.  Thank you.  7

SPECIAL MASTER LANCASTER:  Georgia?  8

MS. GRANT:  No, sir.  Nothing from 9

Georgia.  Thank you.  10

SPECIAL MASTER LANCASTER:  United 11

States?  12

MR. GRAY:  No, sir.  Thank you very 13

much.  14

SPECIAL MASTER LANCASTER:  Well, I hope 15

you all had a good Labor Day weekend; and I 16

hope you're all laboring to resolve the 17

matter.  18

With that, we're done.  Thank you, 19

again.  20

MR. WINSOR:  Thank you, sir. 21

MS. GRANT:  Thank you, your Honor.  22

MR. GRAY:  Thank you.  23

   (The telephone conference was concluded        24

        at 10:04 a.m.)25
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                CERTIFICATE1

I, Claudette G. Mason, a Notary Public 2

in and for the State of Maine, hereby certify 3

that the foregoing 6 pages are a correct 4

transcript of my stenographic notes of the 5

above-captioned proceedings.6

I further certify that I am a 7

disinterested person in the event or outcome 8

of the above-named cause of action.9

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I subscribe my hand  10

this 10th day of September, 2015.11

12

13

                                          14

                Notary Public15

16

17

My Commission Expires18

June 9, 2019.   19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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