April 11, 2022

Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Madam Speaker:
I have the honor to submit to the Congress the amendments to the Federal Rules of
Appellate Procedure that have been adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States pursuant
to Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code.
Accompanying the amended rules are the following materials that were submitted to the
Court for its consideration pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United States Code: a transmittal
letter to the Court dated October 18, 2021; a redline version of the rules with committee notes; an
excerpt from the September 2021 report of the Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure to
the Judicial Conference of the United States; and an excerpt from the June 2021 report of the
Advisory Committee on Appellate Rules.
Sincerely,

/s/ John G. Roberts, Jr.

April 11, 2022

Honorable Kamala D. Harris
President, United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Madam President:
I have the honor to submit to the Congress the amendments to the Federal Rules of
Appellate Procedure that have been adopted by the Supreme Court of the United States pursuant
to Section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code.
Accompanying the amended rules are the following materials that were submitted to the
Court for its consideration pursuant to Section 331 of Title 28, United States Code: a transmittal
letter to the Court dated October 18, 2021; a redline version of the rules with committee notes; an
excerpt from the September 2021 report of the Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure to
the Judicial Conference of the United States; and an excerpt from the June 2021 report of the
Advisory Committee on Appellate Rules.
Sincerely,

/s/ John G. Roberts, Jr.

April 11, 2022

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

ORDERED:
1. The Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure are amended to include amendments to
Rules 25 and 42.
[See infra pp.

.]

2. The foregoing amendments to the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure shall take
effect on December 1, 2022, and shall govern in all proceedings in appellate cases thereafter
commenced and, insofar as just and practicable, all proceedings then pending.
3. THE CHIEF JUSTICE is authorized to transmit to the Congress the foregoing
amendments to the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure in accordance with the provisions of
Section 2074 of Title 28, United States Code.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE
FEDERAL RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE

Rule 25.
(a)

Filing and Service

Filing.
*****
(5)

Privacy Protection. An appeal in a case
whose privacy protection was governed by
Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 9037,
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 5.2, or
Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 49.1 is
governed by the same rule on appeal. In all
other proceedings, privacy protection is
governed by Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
5.2, except that Federal Rule of Criminal
Procedure

49.1

governs

when

an

extraordinary writ is sought in a criminal
case. The provisions on remote electronic
access in Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
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5.2(c)(1) and (2) apply in a petition for
review of a benefits decision of the Railroad
Retirement

Board

Retirement Act.
*****

under

the

Railroad
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Rule 42.

Voluntary Dismissal
*****

(b)

Dismissal in the Court of Appeals.
(1)

Stipulated Dismissal. The circuit clerk must
dismiss a docketed appeal if the parties file a
signed dismissal agreement specifying how
costs are to be paid and pay any court fees
that are due.

(2)

Appellant’s Motion to Dismiss. An appeal
may be dismissed on the appellant’s motion
on terms agreed to by the parties or fixed by
the court.

(3)

Other Relief. A court order is required for
any relief under Rule 42(b)(1) or (2) beyond
the dismissal of an appeal—including
approving a settlement, vacating an action of
the district court or an administrative agency,
or remanding the case to either of them.
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(c)
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Court Approval. This Rule 42 does not alter the
legal requirements governing court approval of a
settlement, payment, or other consideration.

(d)

Criminal Cases. A court may, by local rule, impose
requirements to confirm that a defendant has
consented to the dismissal of an appeal in a criminal
case.

