


“At the end of this process, our goal is to produce a product, hopefully bipartisan, based on knowledge and lessons
learned,” said Rep. Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio), the panel’s chair.

The panel invited three professors — Stanford’s Jay Bhattacharya, Harvard’s Martin Kulldorff and Johns Hopkins’
Marty Makary — who joined the GOP in largely criticizing the government’s actions, such as the Biden
administration’s vaccine mandate.
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Several lawmakers and witnesses also broached the topic of the lab-leak theory, suggesting that it had been wrongly
dismissed as a conspiracy.

“It’s a no-brainer that it came from the lab,” Makary said, suggesting that Chinese leaders and other scientists had
been involved in a coverup.



Democrats during the roundtable said that “mistakes” transcended political parties.

Rep. Robert Garcia (D-Calif.) reflected on his struggles as mayor of Long Beach, Calif., in 2020 “trying to get tests,
trying to get support from the Trump administration.”



