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Trent Shores Reflects On His Time As U.S. Attorney, 
Remains Committed To Justice For Indian Country 
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U.S. Attorney Trent Shores speaks at press conference in Tulsa, Okla. in September 2020. 

This is a bittersweet week for U.S. Attorney Trent Shores. He tendered his resignation 

effective February 28th to make way for President Joe Biden's new head prosecutor for 
the Northern District of Oklahoma. Over the last four years, he's worked closely with 

tribal and state leaders, as both adjust to last summer's landmark McGirt v. Oklahoma 

ruling. 

KOSU's Allison Herrera talked with Shores about how his o�ce has been transformed 

by the ruling, what he hopes for the next person who steps into his role and being the 

only Indigenous U.S. Attorney. 

ALLISON HERRERA: When you were appointed by former President Trump four years 

ago, what was your vision for the job in the Northern District of Oklahoma and how has 

that changed over time? 

TRENT SHORES: One of the things the senior leadership team and I talked about was 
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the United States looks to Oklahoma, and in particular eastern Oklahoma to see how it

staff. I think we did that really successfully. And, we wanted to make sure we upheld our 
trust responsibility to all of the tribes in the northern district, tackling issues like 

domestic violence and missing and murdered Indigenous persons. 

HERRERA: Did you anticipate the Supreme Court's decision in McGirt v. Oklahoma? And, 
how did you handle the cases and deal with families of some of the victims when you 

were preparing to take on cases? 

SHORES: The approach that we took to every case, and certainly those that were upset 
in some way by the McGirt decision, we looked to what we needed to do for the victims 

to ensure that they received not just a measure of justice, but justice wholly and 

comprehensively. We walked them through the process. 

I remember sitting through the oral arguments at the Supreme Court and wondering 

what the outcome will be? We saw a decision that held the United States accountable to 

treaty obligations that it had made. And once we saw that decision come down, from 

the very next minute, it was my intent as U.S. Attorney to implement that decision. I 
think that's the job I signed up for, to implement the law, to abide by rule of law. And in 

that case, that meant honoring the treaty and it meant upholding our federal trust 
responsibility, in particular with regard to public safety in Indian country. 

HERRERA: Indigenous people have had a very fraught and di�cult relationship when it 
comes to law enforcement in Indian country. How have you and your o�ce worked to 

overcome the challenges and earn trust in Native communities? 

SHORES: One of the things that we heard about early on and that I was able to help lead 

the charge on was the crisis of missing and murdered Indigenous women. And I'm really 

proud of the work that we were able to do to advance that cause and direct more 

resources from the Justice Department in particular to help address that crisis and 

better understand it. I hope that those efforts will continue. But with regard to how is it 
that you build that trust? I think it's open communication and I think it's following 

through on promises and obligations and trust responsibilities that we, the United 

States Attorney's o�ce have to tribes. One thing that you mentioned was the declination 

rates. That is something that it's disconcerting when you look at sort of the initial 
numbers. And as we dug into those as well, and there was something that was 

encouraging to me: some of those cases that people were describing as declinations 

were actually cases that were being referred to tribal attorneys general to be 

prosecuted. And I think that when a tribal attorney general decides to prosecute a case 

that's actually a great exercise of tribal sovereignty and tribal justice system. So, I don't 
consider that case a declination where justice wasn't pursued. It was just pursued in a 

different courtroom. And, I think the tribal court should get our full faith and credit for 
being the great justice systems that they are. 

HERRERA: District attorneys across the state have expressed outrage over the decision 

and have publicly denounced the idea of tribes having greater jurisdictional authority. 
They often point to the notion that this will make eastern Oklahoma more dangerous 

because it will give more violent offenders the opportunity to be released early. How do 

you feel about how district attorneys have characterized McGirt and tribal sovereignty? 

And do you think they've been willing and respectful partners as the state, federal and 

tribal governments try to move forward? 

SHORES: You know, I think that all of our district attorney partners are going through the 

same sort of experience that tribal attorneys general and the U.S. attorneys are- that 
overnight there was a change in jurisdictional responsibilities. And certainly, there have 

been some comments that I've heard that I refer to as the 'Chicken Little' comments 

that the sky is falling. But what we see in actuality is that the sky isn't falling. That we 

can actually and should be promoting con�dence in what is and has been great 
partnerships among state, tribal and federal law enforcement entities. In fact, the rest of 
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is that we should be having positive interactive cooperative partnerships between tribal 
law enforcement and state law enforcement. 

Certainly, I understand the concern. Any time that you're dealing with such a large body 

of cases where there were convictions and victims are having to go back through the 

experience of court cases and not knowing whether or not justice will be pursued or will 
be achieved a second time. I, too, would share that concern as expressed by the district 
attorneys. But at the same time, I have experience working with and in the tribal court 
system, and I know that they are just as dedicated to justice and ensuring that these 

victims get a measure of justice. 

HERRERA: How does your background and experience as an Indigenous person inform 

your work both before and after McGirt? 

SHORES: That's something that really means a lot to me. My history growing up in my 

family, we didn't talk about the fact that we had a Native American heritage. My 

grandmother was Choctaw. And the reason we didn't talk about it is because she grew 

up in an era where she was discriminated against. Native Americans weren't even 

United States citizens until 1924. She was born in 1900. It just wasn't something that 
she wanted us to openly talk about. So for me to have the opportunity to work at the 

Department of Justice and work on issues that pertain to Indian civil rights and 

improving public safety in Indian country and advocating on behalf of victims and being 

a tribal liaison that gets to go out and work in Indian Country with tribal leaders, it 
means so much to me on a personal and a professional level to have the chance to 

raise the level of awareness about the crisis of missing and murdered Indigenous 

people. That, to me, is something I will carry with me forever. And to be frank, it's not 
something I'm done working on. I'm going to remain committed to pursuing these public 

policy issues for Indian country and for Native Americans. 
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Allison Herrera is a radio and print journalist who's worked for PRX's The World, Colorado Public Radio as the 
climate and environment editor and as a freelance reporter for High Country News’ Indigenous Affairs desk. 

See stories by Allison Herrera 

Morning Edition 
KOSU

http://bit.ly/KOSUpost
https://www.kosu.org/politics
https://www.kosu.org/tags/trent-shores
https://www.kosu.org/tags/mcgirt-v-oklahoma
https://www.kosu.org/tags/indigenous-peoples
https://www.kosu.org/tags/tribal-sovereignty
https://www.kosu.org/tags/domestic-violence
https://www.kosu.org/people/allison-herrera
https://www.kosu.org/people/allison-herrera
https://www.kosu.org/people/allison-herrera
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu_FHLqQ4IZPMWqz60qMPpuM4GRMgfT4Q4asXxtLnSABWRXkHYf8vtgAP9WE_U4D5bfUjT4LUQ38AOqzx9MYE5resjjEqK61Dep6-6Gx2WaNij772H4tWs1IJ7hoYX01r-GAMwi2VOjAYYLYxzNFzQoGKMtkX0yIypE4Pu_DrN2-NSknVeczaLi6vTSTLF7Er_nRmRivSV-lDlEDZq4bfwMXVMCAbQWAQGUrJzn8Gu3c0_W6e8PVuZ-TAChBI1vJVNme6f_RorI8Dyk0quvxoCopVV4KTer_LWn7UYJi6UApS4DjcVAYxIWgQ&sai=AMfl-YQz5dRqcG-NAzBwjoopaXw6o2B_r3V3v06UNTEziTGT6_KCVlTSYgGIF7ALKTvtMMkdZ1PNjCwDOSc1WzbF3-7GE6QUb-TPuLj16-GNuYuqYn7kRMi8SR86YVZ8Bu0OB67LhQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD87l1JB5RAV&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.cox.com/business/home.html&nm=1
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=361979748563946&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kosu.org%2Fpolitics%2F2021-02-24%2Ftrent-shores-reflects-on-his-time-as-u-s-attorney-remains-committed-to-justice-for-indian-country
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kosu.org%2Fpolitics%2F2021-02-24%2Ftrent-shores-reflects-on-his-time-as-u-s-attorney-remains-committed-to-justice-for-indian-country&text=%20Trent%20Shores%20Reflects%20On%20His%20Time%20As%20U.S.%20Attorney%2C%20Remains%20Committed%20To%20Justice%20For%20Indian%20Country
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kosu.org%2Fpolitics%2F2021-02-24%2Ftrent-shores-reflects-on-his-time-as-u-s-attorney-remains-committed-to-justice-for-indian-country&mini=true&title=%20Trent%20Shores%20Reflects%20On%20His%20Time%20As%20U.S.%20Attorney%2C%20Remains%20Committed%20To%20Justice%20For%20Indian%20Country&summary=This%20is%20a%20bittersweet%20week%20for%20U.S.%20Attorney%20Trent%20Shores.%20He%20tendered%20his%20resignation%20effective%20February%2028th%20to%20make%20way%20for%20President%20Joe%20Biden%27s%20new%E2%80%A6&source=KOSU
mailto:?body=%20Trent%20Shores%20Reflects%20On%20His%20Time%20As%20U.S.%20Attorney%2C%20Remains%20Committed%20To%20Justice%20For%20Indian%20Country%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.kosu.org%2Fpolitics%2F2021-02-24%2Ftrent-shores-reflects-on-his-time-as-u-s-attorney-remains-committed-to-justice-for-indian-country%0A%0AThis%20is%20a%20bittersweet%20week%20for%20U.S.%20Attorney%20Trent%20Shores.%20He%20tendered%20his%20resignation%20effective%20February%2028th%20to%20make%20way%20for%20President%20Joe%20Biden%27s%20new%E2%80%A6


    Donate Your Car to KOSU! 

Get Started Here 

Morning Edition 
KOSU

https://kosu.careasy.org/
https://kosu.careasy.org/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstPtRPYN86-m78soSWTKKvkYVyhjadXui2FAo_WMCxUWRIuhqOAn940K6_dkOfe_TkXk1WMC_bW6ifryw8PsTvcEBLA_LmY8Aw0uGqMhVDrz-TU7gHi1Uya09gbA2Ec57J8sVRYynWf1n3JbYghz0KmE-cFIc7DK749NhCD-gqvAdAELROuTF3IT-vb9LX-2m9MqIot5N5dZ7uo45RRgRGe-QNiHJhiF9DI3wvEcy8S0FMrU13HY5i383wmHVVZpml3OlPJGkcJocRn5xPfEE5v3fnUerkRHuEWCoPqi9PBDcvrgztnMR2m6A&sai=AMfl-YSY37pUUOwb-XJpcp-S3c9hYJyt0ki8OlgZQu11KatQ-jOXEzzXZU8hz1HsLXlrNTjDZafEqIiIL8OxoJGIs-YtCHqLE8V_As9PZzpuAvay7LHHo942SWPrAwn25yyFyyR-ww&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJACYzmRgNLC&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.kosu.org/listen%23Speaker
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssldBz4OmKq3RVnkW63aODYPjnZLR_gyEPdupELzy58K5-2E-zlhH23lnnAb19fy2h7NqNiIn1Lu067omndcsWZ-MMRG_UIR1yR_lt9oI0ixyuhKeV4QV_pn3IiedTvxOPgfg8CdKmD3sCwcX3M0mv79loFRU5RMFwgGloAkaTARaUQxdRGE7FNB8zClYyAsFnyepFkE6q7rRMh9ivmfmb-YiNDoZ3iDu_mRbcfB57dlQovyAoQq2nRDhAD3lrHRsbYYO0IzE0oQjNDUOx_hoD63JhKD41yjW2InNMGId7NsklIW4Q3JTa_WA&sai=AMfl-YQBWkGy2SLe9oAEsgwqb3bdh8qn_KoUUJYlymn0RIXduHoBaGj3VTGUYV33dN_-cvhpOQQokUlyzB0tKxkhuBBKe0VdhlYNaSW3sHo0QoX6S5PBkGMGNulPnQMxyNnyQk4bOg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHiHxEIqvy-B&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.kosu.org/programs/point
https://kosu.secureallegiance.com/kosu/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=WEBSTORY&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=y5LeTux9ILwg46mxn0ZwQW3L5BYddGq6PVAl6UEf65g%3d


 

 

Hey! Did you enjoy this story? We can’t do it without you. We are member-supported, so your donation is critical to KOSU's news reporting and music 
programming. Help support the reporters, DJs and staff of the station you love. 

Here's how: 

Become a KOSU member. 
Sign-up for our newsletters. 
Subscribe to our podcasts. 

Donate To KOSU 

Related Content 

Morning Edition 
KOSU

https://kosu.secureallegiance.com/kosu/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=WEBSTORY&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=y5LeTux9ILwg46mxn0ZwQW3L5BYddGq6PVAl6UEf65g%3d
https://www.kosu.org/newsletters
https://www.kosu.org/all-shows-podcasts#podcasts
https://kosu.secureallegiance.com/kosu/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=WEBSTORY&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=y5LeTux9ILwg46mxn0ZwQW3L5BYddGq6PVAl6UEf65g%3d
https://kosu.secureallegiance.com/kosu/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=WEBSTORY&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=y5LeTux9ILwg46mxn0ZwQW3L5BYddGq6PVAl6UEf65g%3d
https://www.kosu.org/health/2022-06-28/long-before-roe-v-wade-was-overturned-indigenous-women-faced-barriers-to-abortion
https://www.kosu.org/world-news/world-news/2022-06-26/ecuadors-government-has-lifted-a-state-of-emergency-amid-an-indigenous-led-strike


Giveaways

Health World News 

Long before Roe v. Wade was overturned, Indigenous women Ecuador's government has lifted a state of emergency amid 
faced barriers to abortion an Indigenous-led strike 

3 hours ago June 26, 2022 

Health 

Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade. What it means for 
Oklahoma 

June 24, 2022 

Stay Connected 

© 2021 KOSU 

About KOSU 

Contact Us 

Public Documents 

The KOSU Daily 

How to Listen 

U.S. News 

The U.S. is reckoning with its troubled past of Indian 
boarding schools 

June 23, 2022 

Morning Edition 
KOSU

https://www.kosu.org/
https://twitter.com/kosuradio
https://www.instagram.com/kosuradio/
https://www.facebook.com/kosuradio
https://www.kosu.org/about-kosu
https://www.kosu.org/contact-us
http://kosu.org/station-policies-and-financial-documents
https://www.kosu.org/podcast/the-kosu-daily
https://www.kosu.org/how-to-listen
https://www.kosu.org/tags/giveaways
https://www.kosu.org/health
https://www.kosu.org/health/2022-06-28/long-before-roe-v-wade-was-overturned-indigenous-women-faced-barriers-to-abortion
https://www.kosu.org/health/2022-06-28/long-before-roe-v-wade-was-overturned-indigenous-women-faced-barriers-to-abortion
https://www.kosu.org/world-news
https://www.kosu.org/world-news/world-news/2022-06-26/ecuadors-government-has-lifted-a-state-of-emergency-amid-an-indigenous-led-strike
https://www.kosu.org/world-news/world-news/2022-06-26/ecuadors-government-has-lifted-a-state-of-emergency-amid-an-indigenous-led-strike
https://www.kosu.org/health
https://www.kosu.org/supreme-court-overturns-roe-v-wade-what-it-means-for-oklahoma
https://www.kosu.org/supreme-court-overturns-roe-v-wade-what-it-means-for-oklahoma
https://www.kosu.org/u-s-news
https://www.kosu.org/u-s-news/u-s-news/2022-06-23/the-u-s-is-reckoning-with-its-troubled-past-of-indian-boarding-schools
https://www.kosu.org/u-s-news/u-s-news/2022-06-23/the-u-s-is-reckoning-with-its-troubled-past-of-indian-boarding-schools


Newsletters 

Become a Member 

Morning Edition 
KOSU

https://www.kosu.org/newsletters
https://www.kosu.org/become-a-member
http://www.npr.org/
https://thespyfm.com/
https://go.okstate.edu/
http://www.prx.org/
http://www.americanpublicmedia.org/

