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Learn about the symbols of Boston, and how we display them. 

Still have questions? Contact: 

TOURISM, SPORTS, AND ENTERTAINMENT (/DEPARTMENTS/JOURISM-SPORJS-AND­
ENTERTAINMENTl 

@ 617-635-39)1 ITEL:617-635-39rn. 

TO URISM@BOSTON GOV (MAIL TO:TOURISM@BOSTON.GOV). 
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ROOM802 
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CITY FLAC AND SEAL 

THE CITY FLAG 

The City flag is a Continental blue and buff. The flag is five-feet long and three-and-a-half-feet wide, or within 

that ratio. The center of the flag features the City seal surrounded by two white rings. 

The municipal standard flag features an image of the Trimountain on the back and a fringe of Continental buff. 

The City flag has no image on the back and no fringe. The image on the City flag is either painted on or woven 

into the fabric. The flag fabric is silk. 

THE CITY SEAL 

The City Seal was adopted in 1823. The first image of t he seal was published in 1827. It became the official seal in 

1914. It's a circular image that features: 

► a view of the City of Boston 
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► the motto, "SICUT PATRIBUS, SIT DEUS NOBIS" (which means, "God be with us as he was with our fathers"). 

and 

► the inscription, "BOSTONIA CONDITA AD. 1630 CIVJTATJS REGIMINE DONATA AD. 1822." 

You can download Boston's seal in our hrand.guide[jnes (,Ldcpartments/jnnovatjon-and­

technology/brand-guidelines). 

ostonCity Hall 

DISPLAYING THE CITY FLAC 

The City can display or carry the flag at official occasions when the mayor is present. The flag is flown at City Hall 

and at the Boston Common along with the national flag. Boston groups may have copies of the flag if they get the 

mayor's approval. 

No one can use the flag or a reproduction of it for commercial reasons. The flag can't be used for advertising or in 

connection with ads. You must get permission from the mayor to use the flag for any pu1·pose other than the 

ones mentioned. 

Anyone who violates the rules will be charged $20 for each offense. Community groups may ask permission to f!Y­

their countr:y'.£..fiagJm....d.ays ofremembrance 

(h.ttp:f/Yrww,cityofboston.goy/p_rnperty_management/events.asp.). 



UNITEDSTATES FLAC 

We display the United States flag at Boston City Hall every day except Sunday, or days when the weather is bad. 

We display the flag on other public buildings on: 

► Franklin's Birthday, January 17 

► Lincoln's Birthday, February 12 

► Washington's Birthday, February 22 

► Evacuation Day, March 17 

► Patriots' Day, April 19 

► Grant's Birthday, April 27 

► Memorial Day, May 30 

► rlag Day, June 14 

► Bunker Hill Day, June 17 

► Independence Day, July 4 

► Labor Day, first Monday in September 

► Boston's Settlement Anniversary, September 17 

► Columbus Day, October12 

► Veterans' Day, November 11, and 

► any other day the Mayor or City Council orders it. 

[fa flag day falls on a Sunday, we'll display the flag on the following Monday. We'll also fly the flags at Boston City 

Hall at half staff if the president or governor orders it. 




