
Currency converter: 1270–2017 

Menu 

Home > Help with your research > Reading old documents > Currency Converter: 1270 – 2017 

Currency converter: 1270–2017 

Calculate purchasing power 

Try our online currency converter and find out how many animals, stones of wool and quarters of 
wheat you can buy, and how much you could earn. 

Enter currency to show its purchasing power 
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0 

Today’s pence (p) 

The result of the calculation is intended to be a general guide to historical values, 
rather than a categorical statement of fact. 

Disclaimer 

The data used in this currency converter comes from our historical records such as those of the 
royal household and Exchequer. These documents may record large purchases by government 
institutions rather than ordinary retail prices, and wages of skilled craftsmen rather than the general 
level of earnings. Our calculations are intended as a general guide to historical values, not a 
statement of fact. 

You can find an inflation calculator from 1209 to 2017 at www.bankofengland.co.uk, and 
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comparators (for the UK and various other countries) from 1270 to 2017 at measuringworth.com. 

Calculations based on the retail price index may not always be appropriate: comparisons based on 
average earnings or gross domestic product per head may be more suitable. You can find 
comparators of both kinds at measuringworth.com, along with explanations of each type of 
calculation and of the sources on which they are based. 

Icons made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com 
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Living in the 20th 
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Sign me up to the mailing list 

Subscribe now for regular news, updates and priority booking for events 

About our privacy policy 

The National Archives 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, 
TW9 4DU 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 8876 3444 

Find out more 
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Full opening times 
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