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IAFIS
The Integratecl Ar¡tomated Fingerprint lclentif'rcation System, or IAFIS, is a national fingerprint and criminal

history system that responds torequests 24 hours a day, 365 days a year to help our local, state, and fedelal

partnérs-and our owi i¡rvestigators-solve and ¡:revent crinre and catch crimiuals and terrorists. IAFIS

provicles autornatecl fïngerplint searclr capabilities, latent search capability, electro¡lic image storage, and

electronic exchange of lingerprints and responses.

What Ís included in IAFIS: Not only fìugerprinfs, bnt corresporrding crinrinal histolies; urug shots; scars ancl

tattoo ¡rhotos; physical characteristics like height, weighf, and hair and eye color; and aliases. The system also

includes civil fingerprints, rnostly of individuals who have served or ale serving in the U,S. rnilitaly or have

been or arc cmployed by the feclel'al government. The fingerprints arrd ct'iminal histoly inl'ounation are

sublnitted volurrtarily by state, local, and federal law enforoement agellcies.

I.Iorv big it is: IAFIS is the largest bionretric clatabase in the world, housing the fingerpri¡rts ancl crinrinal

historieJ for lnorc than 70 million subjects in the crinrinal nraster file, along with rnore than 34 million civil
pr.i¡ts. hrcft¡ded in our crirninal database arc fìngelprints lÌ'oln 73,000 known ancl suspected terrorists pt'ocessed

by the lJ.S. or by internafional law e¡rforcement agencies wllo wolk with us.

How fast it wort<s: The avemge response time for an electronic crirninal fingerprint subnrission is about 27

minutes, while electronic civil sub¡nissious are proces.secl within an hour and 12 mi¡rutes. IAFIS processecl

morc than 61 million tenlrint submissio¡ts during Fiscal Year 2010.

Whcn it started: IAFIS was launched on.h.rly 28,1999. Prior to this time, the processing of terr-print

li¡gerprint snbmissio¡rs was largely a rnanual,labor-intensive process, taking weeks or months to pt'ocess a

sinlle'submission. 'l'he FIll has been the national repositoly for fingerplints a¡rd related cl'iminal history clata

si¡ðe 1924, when more than 800,000 fingerprint,ecôrds I'rom the National Bureau ol'Criminal ldentif-rcation

a¡d Leavenworth Pe¡iter,tiary wele conõlidated wifh Bureau files. The fîrst use of ccltnputers to search

fingerprint files took place in October I980.

How to contacú us: For i¡formation r.egarding connectivity to lÂLrlS or latent capabilities, contact the CJIS

Division at (304) 625-2000. por questions regat'cling LA.FIS processing, call (304) 625-5590.
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