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Integrated Automated Fingerprint Identificarion System
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TAFIS

The Integrated Automated Fingerprint Identification System, or IAF1S, is a national fingerprint and criminal
history system that responds to requests 24 howrs a day, 365 days a year to help our local, state, and federal
partners—and our own investigators—solve and prevent crime and catch criminals and terrorists. IAFIS
provides automated fingerprint search capabilities, latent search capability, electronic image storage, and
electronic exchange of fingerprinis and responses.

What is incladed in TAFIS; Not only fingerprints, but corresponding criminal histories; mug shots; scars and
tattoo pholos; physical characteristics like height, weight, and hair and eye color; and aliases. The system also
includes civil fingerprints, mostly of individuals who have served or are serving in the U.S, military or have
been or are employed by the federal government. The fingerprints and criminal history information are
submitted voluntarily by state, local, and federal Iaw enforcement agencies.

How big it is: IAFIS is the largest biomctric database in the world, housing the fingerprints and criminal
histories for more than 70 million subjects in the criminal master file, along with more than 34 million civil
prints, Included in our criminal database are fingerprints from 73,000 known and suspected terrorists processed
by the U.S. or by international faw enforcement agencies who work with us.

How fast it works: The average response time for an electronic criminal fingerprint submission is about 27
minutes, while electronic civil submissions are processed within an hour and 12 minules. IAFIS processed
more than 6] million ten-print submissions during Fiscal Year 2010.

When it started; JAFIS was launched on July 28, 1999. Prior to this time, the processing of ten-print
fingerprint submissions was largely a manual, labor-intensive process, taking weeks or months to process a
single submission. The FBI has been the national repository for fingerprints and related criminal history data
since 1924, when more than 800,000 fingerprint records from the National Bureau of Criminal Identification
and Leavenworth Penitentiary were consolidated with Bureau files. The first use of computers to scarch
fingerprint files took place in October 1980.

How to confact us: For information regarding connectivity to IAFIS or latent capabilities, contact the CJIS
Division at (304) 625-2000, For questions regarding IAFIS processing, call (304) 625-5590.
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News and Features:

o Houston Cold Case Solved: 2011 ‘Itit of the Yeay’

o Two Cold Cases Solved: 2010 *Fit of the Year’

o 30-Year-Old Murder Solved by ‘Hit of the Year’

o Catching Terrorists and Criminals by Their Fingerprints
o Fineerprint Database ‘Hits® Felons at the Border

o War Zones Link to FBUs Fingerprint Database

o Latent Prints Help Investigators Solve the ‘Unsolvable’




