Chicago's Study on Preventable Cnmes
Requiring DNA for felony arrests can solve and
prevent violent crimes. Waiting for conviction can cost lives.
Study contpleted by the City of Chicago, and presented to the State Leg¡slature i¡t 2005

Chicago's exanrination of tlre crirlinal activities of eight
individuals identified 60 violent crimes, including 53 mt¡rclers
and rapes, that could l-rave been prevented if DNA lrad been

treated as "the fingerprint of the 21st centuryJ' ln each case,
the offender had conrrnitted previously undetected violent
crimes that coukJ have been solved immediately tlrrough a
DfrlA match. However, DNA was not requirecl at arrest.

What crirnes coulti have l¡een preventecl?
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60 violent crimes could have been prevented,
including 53 murders and rapes
This study proves the public safety benef tt of requiring DNA
sanrples upon arrest for felony crimes. Most states require

DNA collection r.rpon felony conviction, but review of criminal
lristory records shows that offenders typically ltave nur"lrerous
felony arrests before a convictiorr is ever secured. The full
potential of state DNA databases in solvìng and preventing
crimes cannot be fully realized until state legislatures act to
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The eight offenders in Clricago accLrmulated a total of 21 felony
arrests before f inally being identified ln the violent crimes. Only
seven of tlre prior felony arrests were for violent crirlres - the
remairring two-thirds of arrests were for not.t-violent felonies.

expand the DNA databases to require DNA collection for
felony arrests.
Chicago Preventable Crimes - Real-life stories that reveal the power of requiring DNA upon felony arrest.
Missed opportunities to prevent crime.
Andre Crawford was charged with eleven murders and one attempted murder/aggravated sexual assault.
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Brandon Harris was convicted of five aggravated criminal sexual assaults and one aggravated kidnapping/attempted rape.

sexuiJl assaults antl 1 attenrpterl aggravatcd crinrinal sexual assault.
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Geoffrey Griffin was charged with eight murders and one aggravated criminal sexual assauft.
lf the state had required

hirn to give a DNA sample during his felony arrest on August 26, 1995. a DNA nìatch could have been ol¡tained

with the DNA ev¡dence recovered

for possession of a controllsd substance (felorry), the subsequent eight murders, one rape and one attempted rape would not have happerted.
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Mario Villa was charged with four rapes, linked by DNAto two other rapes and was a ma¡n suspsct in an addit¡onal rape and two
attsmpted rapos.
lf the state had required him to g¡ve a DNA sample during his felony arrest on tebruary 6, 1999, a 0NA match could have been obtained w¡th lhe oNA evidence recovered
from his first rape. Eight rapes or attempted rapes could have been prevented. lf Villa's DNA had been taken in February 1999 after he was atrested for burglary (felony),
the subsequent síx rapes and attempled rapes would not have happened.

02/r99S
for

07r99S

lst

A¡rest

burglary

rape.

08/2003

05/20û2-m/2003

0612003

2 women raped

Woman anacked,

Woman

øped

r

3

with 4 sexual assâu¡ls

ailernoted r¿pe

anempted rape

DNA evidence recovcred

t0t2w3-02nñ4 0312ffi4
womon raped Arested & charged

0/2003

Woman attâcked,

Bernard M¡ddleton was charged with one murder and three aggravated criminal sexual assaults.
lf the state had required him to give a DNA sample during e¡ther of his felony arrests in l9B7 and 1993, a 0NA match could have been obtained with the DNA evidence
aggravated battery 0r 0n May 6. 1993 after he was arrested for felony theft, the subse(luent murder and two rapes woulrl not have happened. ln May 2003, Middleton

was charged with murrler and 3 rapes.
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ßonald Macon was conv¡cted of thr€s murdors and ons cr¡minal sexual assault
lf the state had required him to give a DNA sample his lirst felony arrest on January 13, 1998, a DNA match could have been obtained with the DNA evidence recovered
from his first murder. Two subsequent murders and one criminal sexual assauh would have been prevented. ln September 2003, Macon was senÌenced to life ¡n pr¡son for
3 murders, and sentenced tor 30 years for rape.
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ßonald Harris and Arto Jones were each charged with 13 aggravated criminal sexual assaults and 13 armed robber¡es.
lf the state had required ßonald Harris to give a ONA sample during his felony anest for possession of a stolen motor vehicle

on July 1 5, 1 994, a DNA match could have

been obtained with the DNA evidence recovered from h¡s first rape in June 2000. Eleven rapes and robberies could have been prevented.
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Nolan Watson was charged with five counts of aggravatsd criminal sexual assault.
lf the state had required him to give a DNA sample during his felony anest in July B, 1999, a oNA match could have been obtained with the oNA ev¡dence ræoveted ftom
his first rape. The subsequent four rapes could have been prevented.
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