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Attorney General DeWine Announces
Significant Drop in DNA Turnaround Time

u4l20l3
(COLUMBUS,Ohio)' OhloAttorneyGelìerâl Mlke Dewne lodâyannotrnced that

forensic sclentists worklnSat theAttorneyGenerål's Bureâu ofCrim¡nâl lnvestlSallon

(BCl) are now processlng ONAc¿ses ln a record turnaround thneof 20 days, despitca

34-percent lncreâse ln ONAsubrnlsslons from law enforcement fro¡n December 2010

to todây.

ln Decelntrer 2010.lust beloreAttorney Gener¿l DeWine tookofflce, DNA resultstook

approxlmately 125 d¿ys to complete.

"The t¡ma lt took forthe lab to comÞlcte DNA testlng wÂs fâr too lon8"'saidAttorney

General OeWine, 'The sooner we can proccss the crime scene evidence, the sooncr we

can arrest tlìe Perpetrator."

A'three-pronged'âpproâch focuslnS on stâffhìg, technology, and effic¡encywas used ln

the turnaround tlme reductlon Þlan. Twenty-one sclentlsts were âdded to the BCI

laboratorystafl BCI's numLlerof DNA testhlg and Combhìed DNA lndex System

(CODIS) robots doubled from slx to 12, and a cont¡nuousquâllty lmprovemenl process

hes now beerì ostabllshed.

"The ôddillonâl work we put lnto thls effort ls wellworth lt.'sald Oawlne' "lt ls

gratlfy¡ng to knowthatwe have hetped local lôw enforccment prevent addit¡onâl crlmes

bygetting crimlnâls otf thcstreets a lot fôster.'

BCI currently averages approx¡mately 155 CODIS hlts a month.wlth lnore than 2,000

mntches ln 2012.

lrì october, ONA evldence hclpad Newark Pollce klentifya marì occused of k¡dnapplng

and raplngá 15-year-old Slrl whowas walt¡ng to the hlgh school. Ecl processed the

DNAevldence sul)mlt¡ed by authorltles ln 12 dâys'

'The longer an lnvestlSatlon takes, the more dlffictllt it is to solve lt," said Newârk Pollce

OetectlveSteveVârìoy. "Withthedccreascdt(lrnarorlndtimeitlnâkesourlobthat

much e¿sler.'

'l have to |telieve that lf th¡s suspect had not been arrested for severål molìthswhllewe

werewalthì8 for DNArestllts. he would ltave reoffendctl,"added llcklngCounty

Prosecutor Kenneth Oswalt.

Turnaround thnes forother laboratory tcstírì8 processes havc âlso declhled, lncludinS:
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I Tostln8 Proccss

FlrcôÍ0¡

Lôtent Prùìlt 43.2A 29.37

lf@ Evklgßc 65.74 20Á2

Gun Slþl ¡ctLù¡e 5!.38 19.5ó

coorS 23.ú 7.8:t

Poly6raph 4,?3 3.12

Nearly 90'percent ofOhlo's lawenforcemelìt agancles relyon BCI for stâtecrlmelab

servlces. ln20t2,theBCllaboratorytestedapproxlmâtelytólO00pieccaofevidcnce'
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