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War crime: FBI targets fake heroes
8Y THOMAS ZAMBITO
OAITY NEWS STAFF \A/RITER

Sunday Mayô, 2007, 4;004M

Federal agenls are taking aim at phony war heroes who tell tall lales of
battlefield valor and pin bogus medals upon their chests, the Daily

News has leamed.

The FBI'S Washington headquarters receives al leasl l5 tips a week
aboul fake heroes - and mosl of the information comes from veterans
who are fur¡ous lhal lhe scam artists are demeaning real sacr¡fices,
sa¡d FBI Special Agent M¡chael Sanborn.

Sanborn sa¡d the charlatans are an Insult lo lhe nearly 200,000
velerans wlìo have perished in faraway battles and earned lhe¡r
medals posthumously.

'These guys gave lheir lives for lheir medals," he said. "These olher
guys bought theírs off eBay."

The FBI invest¡gales all the tips and, on average, more lhan a hundred

each year lead lo pretenders who tout their bogus heroics at Memor¡al

Day rellies and other m¡l¡tary galas, said Sanborn, a Mar¡ne Corps
captain who has been hunling impostors for a decade.

tzamb¡to@nyda¡lynews.com
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The latesl to be accused is Lou¡s Lowell Mccuinn, a 62-year-old Vietnam vet from Flushing, Queens.
Prosecutors say he promoted h¡mself from private to lieulenant colonel and wore the Army's h¡ghest medals
for valor on his dress blues during an Oclober gala at the Hotel P¡erre.

McGu¡nn became the first person in lhe nat¡on to be prosecuted under a new law, the Slolen Valor Act, which
exposes conv¡cted fakers lo a year in prison.

Mccuinn's lawyer says he plans to defend his client by attacking the merits of lhe law.

"They're go¡ng to be sitling ¡n the jury box waiting to hear about lhe crime that was comm¡tted," said altomey
Paul Oalnoky. "He served and this ¡s how the government thanks him?"

Dalnoky would nol acknowledge that h¡s client broke lhe law. But the lawyer added, "We alldo ¡t. W¡lh women.
Applying for a job. ll's all pufery."

Authorities say McGuinn wrongly parlayed his medals into lucrative security consulting contracls.

"This ¡s a problem thal has gone on as long as there have been soldiefs," sa¡d Doug Sterner, a m¡l¡tary

h¡stor¡an who keeps lrack of medal winners and helps lhe FBI ferret oul the phon¡es. "Sold¡ers tell war slories."

The F8l ¡s us¡ng a new law to nab
phon¡es l¡ke Georg¡a's R¡chard
Th¡bodeau, who was outed as a fako
mâdnê.
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