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TeIE PRESIDENT: Good aftemoon, everybedy, This morming, Secretary Napolitine announced new aclions my
adiminisieation wilt lake o moend our ration’s irnmigralion pelicy, 1o make & more fair, more eflicient, and more just --
specifically for cerlitin young people sometimes called "Dreamers.”

These are yeung peopic who study in our s¢haols, they phay i our neighberhoods, they're friends wilh our ks,
they pledge aftegiance L0 our flag. They are Amerdcans i heic heart, in her minds, in every single way bul ong:

on papern, They were xotght 16 s counlry by their parenis -- somelimies even as Infants -- and often have ne dea
Ihral they're undecumented unlit they apply for o job or a driver’s license, or a college seidlarship.

Put yoursedl in their shoes. Imagine yousve done everylhing right your entire Ife -- studied hard, worked hard,
miaybe oven gradugled at the top of your ¢lass -- only 16 suidenly face (he trgal of deporiation le a counliy that
you knew nolhing about, with a language thal you may not even spcak.

That's what gave tise lo the DREAM Act. (1 says hal if yvour parents brought you here as & ehild, i you've been
nere for live yeers, and you're witling o go 1o college o sorve it our mililary, you can one day 6arm your
citizenship. And § have said fime and time and Gme again (0 Congress thal, send me (he DREAM ACL putil onmy
desk, and 1 will sign it right away.

Now, both piselies wrole his legislation. And a ycar and a half ago, Bemocrals passed the DREAM Actin the
tause. ul Republicans watked away fromil 1 got 55 voles in the Senade. but Republicans Blocked il The bl
hasa't reafly changed. The need hase changed, i's 51 e sght thing 1o do. The only Iting thal has changed,
apparenty, was e politics.

As | said in my speech on the econoimy yesterday, it makes no sense to expel 1alenled young people. who, for alf
intenls and purposes, are Amcricans - lhey've baen raised as Americans; understand themselves 1 be pais of this
<counlry - 16 expel these young people who want 1o staff our labs, of slarl new husinesses, or defend our counlry
simply because of the aclions of lheir parents -+ or because of the inaction of politicians.

I he sbsence of any immigration action from Coagrass to fix our broken immigralion system, whal we've iried lo
do ks focus our imeigralion enforcemtent resources in the right places. So we priofitived border secwrily, pulting
more boots on the soulhesm Bordor than al any fime in our history -~ foday, ihere are fewer illegal crossings than at
any time it the past 40 years. We focused and used discrelion aboul whom Lo prosecute, focusiag on criminals
who endanger our commlmilies rathes than sludents who are eaming heir education. And loday, deportalion of
crinminalsis up 80 percenl. Werve improved on Lhat diserelion carefully and thoughtiully. Woell, loday, we're
irngareving il again.

fective munedialely, the Bepaciment of Homeland Securily is laking steps 1o fift ihe shadow of deportalion from
Hhose young people. Qver the next few imonths, aligible lndividuals wite go not present a sk Lo nalional security or
nublic safety will be able to request lemporary reliel lrem deparlation procecdings and apply for work authorization.
Now, lel's be clear - LBis is not amnesly, this is not immuaily. This is nol a path to citizenship. IU's net a permanent
fix, TiMs Is a temporary slopgap measure 4l lels us (0us our resources wisely white giving a degree of roliel and
Bope to telented. driven, palriotic young peaple, s -

Q  (Inpwdble.)

THE PRESIDENT: -- 1he right thing Lo do.

O - forelgners ever American woikers.

TR PRESIDENT! Excuse me sir. H's nol lime for questions, si.
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O No, you have to lake questions.
THE PRESIDENT: Nof wiile I'mt speaking.

Procisoly becausa [his is terporary, Corgress needs lo st There is stil e for Congress 1o pass the DREAM
Act Whis year, because these Xids deserve o plan their fives in mare Hian Wwao-year increments. And v sl need 10
pass comprehensive immigralion relony that addresses our Z1sLcontuy cconemic and secutity needs - reform
Ihat gives our farmers and ranchers cedainty aboul the vorkers that theyll have, Reformt Hial gives Our sSiznce
aned fechnology seelors cantainty that the yaung people viho come here to eam thelr Phds won'Lbe forsed Lo lcave
aned starl new businesses in olier coundies. Reform thal conlinues te improve our border security, and fives up lo
owr heritage as @ ration of faws and a nation af inwmiglants.

Just s yoars ago. the unlikely 1o of John McCain, Ted Kennedy and President Bush came logedher ¢ chanpion
this kind of reforn. And 1was proud to joins 23 Republicans in valing for i, 8o there's no reason that we cant come
tagether and gel This done.

And as long as I'm President, | will not give up on this issue, not enly because it's the dght thing to do for our
cconomy -- and CEQs agree with me -- nol just because il's the righl hing Lo do for our securily, bul because IUs
the right ing Lo do. period. And ! befieve thal, eventlually, anough Republicans in Congress vill vome afound to

thal views as well,

And § beliove thal it's the right thing lo do because I've been with groups of young paeple v work so hard and
speak wilh so much heart about whal's bestin America, even Hhough | kaew some of them must have fived under
Ihe (oar of deportation. | know some have coma forvard, al greal rsks 1o hemseives and their futures, In hepes it
would spur the rest of us o liva up o ouwr ovwn mos! cherished values. And I've seen the stories of Americans in
schools and churches and communitivs teross e counlry who stood up for them and rallied behind them, ant
jshed us to give thern a belter path and freedons from fear --because we are a befiar nation than one thal expels
innocent yaung kids.

And tho enswer 0 your quoestion, sir -- and the next #me 1'd prefer you fel me finish iy statemenls before yeu ask
thal question -- is this is the right thing fo do for the American peopie -

Q  (Inaudible.}

THE PRESIDENT: | didn ask for an argument. ¥ny answering your queslion.
Q Hiiketo--

THE PRESIDENT: itis lhe right thing lo do --

Q@ (naudible.)

THE PRESIDENT: .- for the American peaple. And here's why --

Q- unempioyment -~

THIE PRESIDENT: Here's Ihe roasen: because hose youny peeple are (oing lo make exlracrdinary contrbutions,
andl are afready making contribulions Lo our sociely.

T'va gol a young person whe is serving in our military, prolecting us and our freedom, The notion thal in some wiys
vie would real them as expendable makes no sense. Il here is a youny person hieto who has grow up here and
wanls 16 conlribula 1o this seciety, wants 16 maybe starl & businoss [at will create jobs for oller folis who are
looking for woik, thal's tha right thing fo do. Giving certainty Lo our farmars and our ranchers; making sure that i
atdlition lo border seeurily, wa're crenting & comprehensive iramework for iegal immigration -- ihese are all e right
things to do.

We have always deawn strength from beling o nation of immigrants, as well as a mation of laws, and thal's going ¢
conbiie, And ay hope Is lhat Congross recoghizes Ihat and gets behind 1his efforl.

Albright, Thank yau very much.
Q  Wihal gbout American workors v are unemployod white you import foreigners?
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