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Smithsonian Citizenship Ceremony Welcomes a Dozen New Americans

Madeleine Albright Donates Objects from Her Diplomatic Career

May 24,20L2

The Sm¡thson¡an's National Museum of American History will recogn¡ze the contributions of former
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright to American democracy and diplomacy dur¡ng a

naturalization and object-donation ceremony. The public ceremony, in partnersh¡p with the U.S,

C¡tizenship and Immigration Services, w¡ll take place May 24 at lt a.m. in front of the Star-
Spangled Banner gallery.

During the natural¡zat¡on ceremony, USCIS Director Alejandro Mayorkas will administer the Oath of
Alleoiance (httor//www.uscis.aov/oortal/site/uscis/menu¡tem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?

vonexto¡d =facd6db8d7e372lovonVCM 100000082ca60aRCRO&vonextchannel=dd7ffe9dd4aè32 10VonVCM100000b92cð60aR

cRoì to 12 candidates for American citizenship from 12 countries. Albright, a naturalized c¡tizen and

the first woman to serve as Secretary of State, will provide the keynote address.

The National Museum of Amer¡can History and USCIS w¡ll also launch Prepar¡ng for the Oath: U.S.
Hici^ñ, âñrl ôirri¡c fnr aifiTônch¡ñ /hlÌ^,//,^^-rù rñÁ'¡.r^h¡êi^.!/ ê¡ ôã,,/.¡l 'ô^êh¡^r\ a Web-based learning
tool des¡gned to help ¡mmigrants prepare for the civics portion of the naturalization test, May 24.
This interactive resource accessed at http://americanhistorv,si.edu/cit¡zenshio
lhtto://amer¡canh¡storv.sr.edu/citizensh¡ol features videos and multimed¡a activities that draw from the
museum's vast collections in order to foster an in-depth exploration of American h¡story, allowing
learners to become more informed members of Amer¡can society.

Through the rich media vignettes, interact¡ve activit¡es and practice tests available on Preoarino for
the Oath (htto://www.arnericanhistory.si.edu/crtizenshio/ì , students preparing for the U.S. Naturalization
Test learn much more than the correct answers-they gain context and understanding of the
people, events and concepts that have shaped American democracy, With 100 guestions grouped
¡nto 15 top¡c areas, the website leads vis¡tors through "Learn," "Practice" and "Test" modes,
providing a scaffolded experience to encourage guided learning.

"The oath of c¡tizenship is one that all Americans should be familiar with," said Marc Pachter,
interim director of the museum. "We invite the public to come and engage with one of the great
tradit¡ons of American democracy-the opportun¡ty to choose to become a U.S. citizen."

Albright was born in 1937 in Czechoslovakia and immigrated to the U.S. in 1948, she became a
U.S, citizen during college. ln L997 | Albright was confirmed as the first female Secretary of State
and became, at that time, the highest ranking woman ¡n the history of U.S. government. Prev¡ously,

she served as the U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations and a member President Bill

Clinton's cabinet from 1993 to 1997. Her donation includes:

o Red wool dress and jacket by Lou¡s Féraud and red leather pumps by Ferragamo worn for the
Dec. 5, 1996, public announcement of Albright's nominat¡on to be the 64th, and first female,
U.S, Secretary of State

. Green leather briefcase used as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nat¡ons and Secretary of State

o United Nat¡on's Peacekeeper's helmet

. Badge from the July 2000 Middle East peace summit at Camp David

o Liberty Eôgle pin, designed by Ann Hand, worn as a pendant for the 1996 announcement of her
nom¡nation

. Dove pin, designed by Cecile et Jeanne, a symbol of the goal of peace in the Holy Land

. Red shoe pin, a gift from Albright's chief of staff to commemorate Albright's remark about her
predecessor Warren christopher during her nomination announcement, "I only hope my heels

can fill his shoes."

o White beaded pin with red AIDS ribbon, a gift from an AIDS clinic in South Africa

. Un¡ted Nat¡ons scarf, designed by Joachim Metz for Hermès in 1995 to commemorôte the 50th
ann¡versary of the sign¡ng of the United Nations Charter

Mecf¡a only
Melinda Môchado
(202) 633-3129;
machadonì@si.edu
I nro¡lto: maclrðdonl(ôsr.ed! )

Kate W¡ley
(202) 633-3129;

Related content

20M{seunr'l

citizensh¡p

Madele¡ne Albr¡oht

J[flN l, I ?CIri

http://newsdesk.si.edu/releases/smithsonian-citizenship-ceremony-welcomes-dozen-new-americans



Smithsonian Citizenship Ceremony Welcomes aDoænNew Americans I Newsdesk Page2 of 2

The Natlonal Museum of Amerlcan Hlstory collects, preserves and displays American heritage in the

areas of soclal, pol¡tical, cultural, sc¡ent¡f¡c and mllltary history. To learn more about the museum,

vlslt .
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