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' Voting Recusal Provisions

.- When legislators are faced with a potential conflict of interest, .in most states they can turn to specific regulations and
procedures on when and how to handle the conflict. These may differ frdm chamber to chamber within the same
state. . - _ . . ) L
The table below lists 50 state voting recusal provisions, or when legislators must recuse themselves from voting. To

“Vote or Not To Vote outlines the procedures legislators must follow if they have a personal or financial interest in a
.measure before the legislature.. : » .
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State ~ Voting Recusai Provisions

Senate Rule 38: Members may be excused for "special reasons."
Alabama House Rule 32: Members can vote "in absentia."

Alabama Code 36-25-1, 36-35-5: A member of a legislative body may not vote
for any legislation in which he or she knows or should have known that he or she
has a conflict of interest.

A conflict of interest involves any action, inaction, or decision by a public official in
the discharge of his or her official duties which would materially affect his or her
financial interest or those of his or her family members or any business with which
the person is associated in a manner different from the manner it affects the other
members of the class to which he or she belongs.

A conflict of interest shall exist when a member of a legislative body has a
substantial financial interest by reason of ownership of, control of, or the exercise of
power over any interest greater than five percent of the value of any corporation,
company, association or firm, partnership, proprietorship, or any other business
entity of any kind or character which is uniquely affected by proposed or pending
legislation; or who is an officer or director for any such corporation, company,
association, or firm, partnership, proprietorship, or any other business entity of any
kind or character which is uniquely affected by proposed or pending legislation.

Uniform Rule 34: The chamber can permit a legislator to abstain "for special
Alaska reasons.” Motions to excuse a member from voting must be made before the house
divides or before the call for yeas and nays. Members requesting to abstain
may make brief oral statement of reasons. The question of granting permission
to abstain shall be taken without further debate.

Alaska Statutes 24.60.030: Unless required by the Uniform Rules of the Alaska
State Legislature, a legislator may not vote on a question if the legislator has an
equity or ownership interest in a business, investment, real property, lease, or other
enterprise if the interest is substantial and the effect on that interest of the action to
be voted on is greater than the effect on a substantial class of persons to which the
legislator belongs as a member of a profession, occupation, industry, or region.
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. Senate Rule 15, 30- Legxslators can declare a personal ﬁnanc1al mterest in a .
 matter when they are ‘called upon to vote. They can eithér abstain or vote. In’ elther_ :
case, they must wrlte a statement descrlbmg the matter and the nature of the . =

potential interest as soon as they are aware of the confict. They must give this
public record:to the Senate president, the chair of the ethlcs committee and the.
secretary of the, Senate. If he abstains he must also state the reasons for abstammg
 before the body and it is recorded in the journal. If they become aware of the -
- “conflict during a ‘committee, subcommittee, or-caucus meetmg, oron the floor, they .
can report the conflict as soon as possible after adjournment. A personal financial.
interest exists if it'is reasonably. foreseeable that an action in the discharge of his
official duties will have a material financial benefit or detriment either directly or: -
‘indirectly on the member, his spouse or any minor child of whom he has legal )
custody, except that no persenal financial interest exists if the legislator or such o
member of his household is a member of a class of persons and it reasonably
appears that a majority of the total membership of that class is to be affected by
such action. A member who has a substantial interest as defined by section 38-502,
Arizona Revised Statutes, shall comply with tltle 38, chapter 3, article 8, Arlzona
Rewsed Statutes. .

House Rules 14, 35: Legislators can declare a personal financial interest in a
matter when they are called upon to vote. They can either abstain or vote. In éither -
case, they must write a statement describing the matter and the nature of the
potential interest as soon as they are aware of the confict. When a member declines
to vote, the member shall be required to specify the reason. If a member declares a -
personal financial interest in the question and the member has failed to file a
statement pursuant or if the reason given is other than a personal financial interest
in the question, a vote of the body can allow him to abstain. If he abstains he must
also state the reasons for abstaining before the body and it is recorded in the
journal. A member who anticipates taking an action in the discharge of his official
duties in which' he may have a personal financial interest must prepare a statement
describing the matter to be acted upon and the nature of the conflict, and file the
statement with the Speaker, chair of the ethics committee and the chief clerk. If
they become aware of the conflict during a committee, subcommittee, or caucus
meeting, or on the floor, they can report the conflict as soon as possible after
adjournment. A personal financial interest exists if it is reasonably foreseeable that
an action in the discharge of his official duties will have a material financial benefit
or detriment either directly or indirectly on the member, his spouse or any minor
child of whom he has legal custody, except that no personal financial interest exists
if the legislator or such member of his household is a member of a class of persons
and it reasonably appears that a majority of the total membership of that class is to
be affected by such action. A member who has a substantial interest as defined by
section 38-502, Arizona Revised Statutes, shall comply with title 38, chapter 3,
article 8, Arizona Revised Statutes.

Arizona Revised Statutes 38-503: Any public officer (legislators are included) or
employee who has, or whose relative has, a substantial interest in any decision of a
public agency (legislature is included) shall make known such interest in the official
records of such public agency and shall refrain from participating in any manner as
an officer or employee in such decision.

. -Arizopa .- -

Senate Rule 24.07: A Senator can't take part in the discussion of, or vote on, a

Arkansas question in committee or on the floor on any matter if he knows that:

He or a family member or an associated business will benefit from the legislative
action to a greater extent than other member of his occupation or business.

The matter will specifically relate to a business which employs the senator or in
which he receives compensation. as an attorney or consultant, unless the benefit
accrues generally to other similar businesses, professions, occupations or groups.

None of the above rules apply if the Senator discloses any financial interests he may
have on the issue. Disclosure entails a written statement in the Journal, or with the

. staff of the appropriate interim committee. Disclosure should detail the source of
compensation or financial mterests held.

House Rule 5: Each member is expected to vote unless he or she has an
immediate personal interest.

Ark. Code Ann. § 21-8-803: A leglslator who is required to take an action in the
discharge of his or her official duties which may affect his or her financial interest or
cause financial benefit or detriment to him or her, or a business in which he or she
is an officer, director, stockholder owning more than 10% of the stock of the
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ompany, owner, trustee, partner, or employee, wh|ch is. d|stmgu15hable from the
-effects of the action on the public generaIIy ora broad segment of the pubhc, shall .
prepare a written’ statement descrlblng the matter requnrlng actlon and statmg the .
potentlal confllct . R . Co
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; Jomt Rule 44- Members can t partlapate, by votlng or other actlon on the ﬂoor or
in commlttee, on matters in which they.have-a personal interest, except they may -
- participate in the final ‘vote if they first file a statement that declares the interest.

. and states that the Ieglslator is able to cast a fair and obJectlve vote regardless

Ifa member W|shes to abstain from votlng on a matter-in which he hasa personal
- interest, he must tell the presiding officer before the vote starts. He will be extused -
- from voting without any entry-in the Journal. If enther House invokes the rule that -
. everyone present must vote, there will be a mark in the Journal stating that the '
person was excused from voting pursuant to Iaw .
A person has an interest that is in substantial conflict if he would derlve a dlrect '
monetary gain or loss because of his action. He is not considered to have an interest

in substantial conflict if any benefit or detriment accrues-to him-as.a member of a
business, profession, occupatlon or group to no greater extent than the rest of that-

group.

California Government Code 87102.5: If a member of the Ieglslature has a
financial interest in a matter, he cannot:

“ Califernia

- Introduce nongeneral legislation related to that matter as a lead author
Vote in a legislative committee or subcommittee on related nongeneral legislation.
Participate in a rollcall vote on the Senate or Assembly floor on related
nongeneral legislation.
If the member has received any earned income within the preceding 12 months
from a lobbyist employer, the member cannot take action on a matter if the action
will have a direct and significant financial impact on the lobbyist employer. The
impact must be greater on this lobbyist employer than it would be on a significant
segment of the public.
If the member has appeared before a local board or agency on behalf of someone
for compensation, the member cannot vote on any legislation that would affect the
person who paid him if the affect would be greater to that person than it would be
to a significant segment of the public.
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o '_Senate Rule 17, 41; Senators can t vote on bllls m Wthh they have personal or )

~ private interests, If this is the -case, they. must disclose those interests before being -
- ‘excused. A senators IS cons;dered to have personal or prlvate mterests |n measures :
) lf he

SR Has substantlal economlc mterests in the measure dlstmct from those held -

~-generally by members of the same occupatlon or busmess of if a cIose relatlve
‘has such an |nterest :

 Hasan |nterest in an enterpnse that wouId be affected by the proposed Iegxslatlon

: dlfferently ‘from like enterprises, v
Has a close relative or a close economlc assocnatton W|th someone ‘whohasa -
fi nancial interest in an enterprlse ‘that would be affected dlfferently from others, -
Has a close economic association with, or has a relative who is, a lobbyist or
lobbyist employer who is influencing legislation on which the Ieglslator would be
expected to vote,
Accepts a gift, loan, service or other economic opportunity from someone who
would be affected by or has intérest in-an enterprise that would be affected by the
legislation, This provision applies when’ cIose relatives of a senator accept the.
same.

Senators are always allowed to vote for something that would adversely affect their
personal or private interests.

House Rule 21: A request by a member to be excused from voting shall be made
before the call for the ayes and noes has begun; any member desiring to be
excused from voting on a question shall make a brief statement of the réasons
therefor, and the question shall be put without further debate. A member who has
an immediate personal or financial interest in any bill or measure proposed or
pending before the General Assembly shall disclose the fact to the House, and shall
not vote upon such bill or measure.

Colorado Constitution Art 5, Sec. 43: A member of the General Assembly who
has a "personal or private interest" in pending legislation must disclose the fact of
such interest and may not vote on the legislation.

Colorado Revised Statutes 24-18-107. Ethical principles for members of the
general assembly. ... In deciding whether or not he has a personal or
private interest, a member shall consider, among other things, the following:

- Colorado™ -

(a) Whether the interest impedes his independence of judgment;

(b) The effect of his participation on public confidence in the integrity of the
general assembly; and

(c) Whether his participation is likely to have any significant effect on the
disposition of the matter. '

(3) An interest situation does not arise from legislation affecting the entire
membership of a class.

(4) If @ member of the general assembly elects to disclose the interest, he shall
do so as provided in the rules of the house of representatives or the senate, but
in no case shall failure to disclose constitute a breach of the public trust of
legislative office.

Senate Rule 15: No member who is interested in the decision of any question in
such a manner that he cannot vote thereon may stay in the Senate when the
question is discussed or decided.

Connecticut

House Rule 40: The speaker has authority to excuse someone from voting who is
present in the chamber.

Connecticut General Statutes Sec. 1-85: A lic official, (legislators are public
officials) who has a substantial conflict ma t take official ion on the m
A substantial conflict occurs when a public official has reason to believe or expect
that he, his spouse, a dependent child, or a business with which he is associated will
derive a direct monetary gain or suffer a direct monetary loss, as the case may be,
by reason of his official activity. It is not considered a substantial conflict if the
benefit or detriment accrues to him, his spouse, a dependent child, or a business.

~ with which he, his spouse or such dependent child is associated as a member of a
profession, occupation or group to no greater extent than any other member of such
professnon occupatlon or group.
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o » _Senate Rules' None found , .
-Delaware - oo House Rule 16: Members Wlth personal or prlvate lnterests in measures can 't vote
) ' on them or take part in related discussion, and must disclose their interests. Non-
voting members may answer questions about the bill, though, and may correct )
wrong information. ‘A member is consxdered to have a personal or pnvate lnterest in e
. a measure if: ' : . , . . S

" He or a close relatlve wouId recelve beneft or harm to a greater extent than other R
members of the same class or group of people. . =~ L
He or a ¢lose relative has a flnanc1al interest (more. than $5000 interest) in an’

" enterprise that would beneflt orbe hurttoa greater degree than similar
enterprises.
A lobbyist who is a close relatlve of the Ieglslator is actlng to |nfluence passage of
the bill.

Delaware Code Annotated 1002: A legisiator who has a personal or private
.interest in any measure or bill pending in the General Assembly shall disclose the
fact to his chamber and shall not participate in the debate nor vote thereon;
provided, that upon the request of any other member, & legislator who has such a
personal or private interest may respond to questions concerning any-such measure.
A personal or private interest in a measure or bili-is an interest which tends to
impair a legislator's independence of judgment in the performance of his or her
legislative duties with respect to that measure or bill. A member is considered to
have a conflict that impairs his judgment in the same situations laid out in House
Rules above.

Senate Rule 1.20, 1.39: A Senator is not disqualified from voting when, in the
Senator’s judgment, a conflict of interest is present. However, a Senator shall
disclose any personal, private, or professional interest in a matter that would inure
to that Senator’s special private gain or the special gain of any principal to whom
the Senator is obligated. Such disclosure concerning a vote during a session shall be
filed with the Secretary for reporting in the Journal immediately following the record
of the vote. Such disclosure may explain the logic of voting or of his or her
disqualification. Disclosure concerning a vote that was not cast during a session
should be filed pursuant to section 112.3143(2), Florida Statutes.

House Rule 3.1: Members cannot vote on measures that would inure to that
members special private gain. The member must disclose the interest that is
keeping him from voting. Members must also disclose interests in measures at hand
of family members or principals by whom the legislator or his family members are
retained or employed.

Florida Statutes 112.3143: Any state public officer voting in an official capacity
upon any measure which wotild inure to the officer's special private gain or loss;
which he or she knows would inure to the special private gain or loss of any
principal by whom the officer is retained or to the parent organization or subsidiary
of a corporate principal by which the officer is retained; or which the officer knows
would inure to the special private gain or loss of a relative or business associate of
the public officer shall, within 15 days after the vote occurs, disclose the nature of
his or her interest as a public record in a memorandum filed with the person
responsible for recording the minutes of the meeting, who shall. incorporate the
memorandum in the minutes. .

Florida
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E Senate Rule 5- 1.8- Members can t vote on measures 1f they, or members of thelr
~ immediate’ famlly, have a dlrect pecunlary mterest that lS dlstmct umque or pecuhar-_ N
- to them.: : N . S B
' A_House Rule 134. ".' every member W|th|n the chamber shall vote unless the _
member is |mmed|ately and- partlcularly mterested thereln ‘or unless the member |s L
excused by the house." . . .

' No addltlonal prowsmns found |n statutes that apply to leg|slators.

N G_eorgla .

Senate Rule 71' Members with confllcts of interest shall be excused from votmg
‘Situations: considered conflicts of interest include those involving monetary interests
in‘the matter at hand;.those involving the behavior of the mernber; and those in

which the member's right to a seat in the Senate will be affected by the outcome.
Members who believe they have conflicts shall rise and disclose their interests to the
Senate president who will rule on whether there.is a conflict.

House Rule 60. 5: Members who believe they have a-conflict of interest with the
matter at hand shall disclose the interest prior to a vote. Situations considered to be
" conflicts are the same as those in the Senate. The speaker will rule on whether he
' thlnks the member has a substantial enough conflict to be excused from voting.

A conflict of interest means that the legislation affects the member's direct personal
familial or financial interest except if a member or relative is part of a class of
affected people.

No additional provisions found in statute.

Hawaii

Senate Rule 39: Senators must disclose any conflicts of interest, he must disclose
this conflict to the presiding officer in writing, or to the body. The senator may vote
on the issue, or may ask to abstain. A 2/3 vote is necessary to be excused from
voting.

House Rule 38: If a Senator has a conflict of interest under applicable law,

the conflict must be disclosed to the presiding officer in writing or to the body. Upon
disclosure of any such conflict, the Senator may vote upon any question or issue to
which the conflict relates, unless the Senator requests to be excused.

Idaho Code 59-704: A public official shall not take any official action or make a
formal decision or formal recommendation concerning any matter where he has a
conflict of interest and has failed to disclose such conflict as provided in this section.
Disciosure of a conflict does not affect an elected public official's authority to be
counted for purposes of determining a quorum and to debate and to vote on the
matter, unless the public official requests to be excused from debate and voting at
his or her discretion.

Legislative public officials who have real or potential conflicts shall disclose the
nature of the conflict of interest and/or be subject to the rules of the body of which
he/she is a member and shall take all action required under such rules prior to
acting on the matter. If a member requests to be excused from voting on an issue
which involves a conflict or a potential conflict, and the body of which he is a
member does not excuse him, such failure to excuse shall exempt that member
from any civil or criminal liability related to that particular issue.

tdaho
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No rules found

o Mlinois o 5 ILCS 420/Sec 3- 202 When a Ieglslator must take ofﬁc:al actlon on‘a leglslatlve
L o matter as to which he has a conflict situation created by a. personal ‘farily, or client
- legislative interest, he should consider the possibility of eliminating the interest
- . creating'the conflict situation. If that is not feasible, he should consnder the ~
_possubmty of abstaining from’ such official action. In making his dec1snon asto
abstentlon the following factors should be conS|dered v :

. whether a substantial threat to his |ndependence of Judgment has- been created .
by the conflict situation;
the effect of his participation on pUbIIC conﬁdence in the mtegnty of the.
Ieglslature, whether his partncnpatlon is likely to have any s:gnnF jcant effect on the
dxspos:tlon of the matter; o
the need for his particular contr:butlon, such as special knowledge of the subject
matter, to the effective functioning of the legislature. .

He need not abstain if he decides to participate in a manner contrary to the )
economic interest which creates the conflict situation. f he does abstaln, he should
disclose that fact to his respective Ieglslatlve body.

Sec 3-203: When, despite the existence of a conflict situation, a leglslator chooses
to take official action on a matter, he should serve the public interest, and not the
interest of any person. . )

Senate Rule 4, 89, 90: Senators may request to be excused from voting if they
have direct personal or pecuniary interests in the matter. A senator who has a direct
personal or pecuniary interest in a piece of legislation which is so substantial as to
affect the Senator's independent legislative judgment can participate in committee
and floor debate on the legislation if the senator publicly proclaims that interest.
Rules also provide guidelines senators should look to when deciding whether to
request to be excused from voting: 1. Whether the Senator's interest in the
legislation is so substantial as to affect the Senator's independence of judgment with
respect to the legislation. 2. To what extent the Senator's interest in the legislation
mirrors the interest of the citizenry to which the Senator is directly responsible.
3.The effect of the Senator's participation in the voting on the legislation on public

Indiana confidence in the integrity of the legislature. 4. The need of the Senator's particular
contribution,such as special knowledge of the subject matter, to the effective
functioning of the legislature. 5. Whether the legislation would have. a unique, direct,
and material effect on the nonlegislative income of the Senator, a member of the
Senator's immediate family or those of a partnership, corporation, or business in
which the Senator holds a legal or equitable interest

House Rule 47: Members who are immediately and particularly interested in a
measure shall ask to be excused and shall not vote on it. Members requesting
recusal may make a brief statement, but the question is to be considered without
debate.

No additional provisions relating to legislators found in statutes.
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Senate Rule 23 Senators may. abstam from votlng by dlsclosmg a personal )
interest in-the matter at hand when called upon to vote. The Senate code of ethlcs
provides guidelines for senators in deciding whether to vote on an issue. The . . .
senator should consider, among-other things, whether his participation would effect v
‘public. conﬁdence in the integrity of the Ieglslature and.the legislatures' need for the
senator's particular special knowledge. A senator with a confllct may partrcnpate in’

- floor dlscusswn after he discloses his conflict. .

House Rule 75: House can excusea member from votlng for specral reasons as -
long as the member asks to be excused before the question is put to a vote.

lowa : _ '-House Rule 76: No member shall vote on any question in which the member or the
’ member's immediate family member; as defined in chapter 68B of the Code, has a .
‘direct financial interest different from other similarly. s:tuated persons or classes of -.
persons of the general publlc .

Iowa Code 68B.2A: If a public servant holds any outside employment or actlwty
. that is subject to the official control, inspection, review, audit, or enforcement
-authority of the person during the performance of the person 's duties of office or
employment the public servant shall either cease the outside employment.or
activity or publicly disclose it and refrain from taking any official action or
performing any official duty that would detrimentally affect or create a benefit for .
the outside employment or activity.

Senate Rule 19: Any senator who is directly interested in a question may be .
excused from voting even though there is a call of the Senate. The member has five
minutes to explain why he requests to be excused. Request is granted with 2/3

vote.

Kansas - House Rule 2508: Any member who is directly interested in a question may be
excused from voting when there is a call of the House. The member has five
minutes to expiain-why he requests to be excused|. Request is granted with 2/3
vote.

No additiona! provisions found in statute or constitution.

No rules found

Kentucky Constitution, Section 57: A member who has a personal or private
interest in any measure or bill proposed or pending before the General Assembly,
shall disclose the fact to the House of which he is a member, and shall not vote

thereon upon pain of expulsion.
Kentucky Revised Statutes 6.761: A legislator shail not intentionally participate

in the discussion of a question in committee or on the floor, vote, or make a
decision in his official capacity on any matter:

In which he, a family member, or the legislator's business associate will derive a

direct monetary gain or suffer a direct monetary loss as a result of his vote or
Kentucky decision; or

Which relates specifically to a business in which he owns or controls an interest of

$10,000 or more, or more than 5%.

A legislator may participate and vote on a matter if any benefit or detriment which
accrues to him as a member of a business, profession, occupation, or other group,
or to @ member of his family or a business interest specified above is of no greater
extent than the benefit or detriment which accrues generally to other members of
the business, profession, occupation, or other group.

A member shall disclose his interest by filing a disclosure statement with the clerk or
by a verbal announcement to the body.

The right of legislators to represent their constituencies, however, is of such major
importance that legislators should be barred from voting on matters of direct
personal interest only in clear cases and |f the matter is partlcularly personal

http://WWW.ncsl;Org/ 9TablD=1 5357



50 State TableVotlng Recusal Provisions =~ oo . 0 -0 Pagel0of22 0.

‘Senate Rule 12,1, 13.60, 13.87: Any member may recuse hirself from all. -
" committee and floor proceedings related to-a measure in which he believes he hasa -~ =
- conflict of interest. The Senate can excuse members for "reasons assigned,” both
* on the floor and in'committee. . T o e .
House Rulé 10.1, 14.9: Any member may recuse himself from all committee and
floor proceedings related to a measure in which he believes he has a conflict of _
interest. Members who recuse themselves are allowed to give a written explanation. -

Louisiana Revised Statutes §1120: If-any elected official would be required to

vote on a matter which vote would be a violation of R.S. 42:1112, he shall recuse
o . himself from voting. Recusing members canparticipate in discussion and.debate if -
- Louisiana- they disclose the conflict or potential conflict prior to doing so. s :

1112: No public servant, except as provided in R.S. 42:1120, shall participate in a
transaction invelving the governmental entity in which to his actual knowledge, any
of the following persons has a substantial economic interest: members of his’
immediate family; persons with whom the public servant has a close economic
association; prospective employers; persons with whom he is an officer, director,
trustee, partner, or employee; persons who are a party to an existing contract with
such public servant; or legal entities with whom the member controls or owns
interest. - ’ : ’ ’

A "substantial economic interest" is one that is of greater benefit to the public
servant or other person than to a general class or group of persons. .

Joint Rule 104: A member may not vote on any question in committee when that
question immediately involves that member's private right, as distinct from the
public interest. '

Senate Rule 401: Every Senator who is present shall vote unless excused by the
Senate, or excluded by interest. :

House Rule 401: A member may not vote on any question before the House when
that question immediately involves that member's private right as distinct from the
public interest.

Maine Revised Statutes Annotated, Title 1, 1014: When a member of the
Legislature has a conflict of interest, that member has an affirmative duty not to
vote on any question in connection with the conflict in committee or in either branch
of the Legislature, and shall not attempt to influence the outcome of that question.

Many situations fall under the state's definition of conflict of interest in section 1014,
including, when a legislator or a member of his immediate family has a direct
substantial personal financial interest, distinct from that of the general public, in an
enterprise which would be financially benefited by proposed legislation, or derives a
direct substantial personal financial benefit from close economic association with a
person known by the Legislator to have a direct financlal Interest In an enleipiise
affected by proposed legislation.

Maine

Senate Rule 93: A member may not vote on a measure in which he has an
immediate personal of financial interest. Members who recuse themselves are noted
in the Journal as excused.

House Rule 93: A member may not vote on a measure in which he has an
" immediate personal of financial interest. Members who recuse themselves are noted
aryland in the Journal as excused.

Maryland Code 15-501: An official may not participate in a matter if he or a
qualifying relative has an interest in the matter and knows of that interest. This
statute contains a long list of other situations that constitute a conflict serious
enough to warrant recusal. Officials may participate if they disclosue the nature of
the conflict and if: the disqualification would leave a body with less than a quorum
capable of acting; the disqualified official or employee is required by law to act; or
the disqualified official or employee is the only individual authorized to act.
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'Senate Rules 10A: No member of the Senate shall act on a. matter before a-
. .cCommittee or vot¢ on any question in which his pnvate rlght is |mmed|ately s
R concemed dIStlnCt from the’ publlc mterest . , o .

House Rule 16A: No member shall ‘serve on any commlttee or vote on any o
- question in which his/her prlvate right is |mmed|ately concerned dlstlnct from the o
publlc interest. -

Massachuselts N General Laws of Massachusetts Chapter 268A, Sectuon 6A: Any publlc ofﬁcnal
: B who in the discharge of his official duties would be required knowingly to take an
action which would substantially affect such official's financial interests, unless the
" effect on such an official is no ‘greater than the effect.on ‘the general public, shall flle
_"a written description of the reqmred actxon and the potentlal confhct of lnterest with
the state ethics commlssmn ‘ . v

Senate Rule 1.306: A senator having a personal, private or professional interest in
- a bill,.of which he or she has knowledge, shall not vote on the bill and shall disclose
" in writing to the Secretary of State his or her interest in the bill. Such an interest is
defined as one that would particularly benefit the senator or an individual or entlty
to whom the senator is financially or legally obligated, or personally related. If a
senator votes on a bill in which it may appear that he has a conflict of interest, he
Michigan _ may submit a statement explaining his reasons for voting.

House Rule 13, 31: A member may abstain from voting because of a potential
conflict of interest by rising, announcing his intent not to vote and reserving the
right to explain the abstention. The member has the right to have an explanatory
statement of at most 100 words printed in the Journal.

No additional provisions found in statute or constitution.

Senate Rule 41.2, 57: A member wishing to be excused from voting may make a
brief statement of the reason for making the request. The question on the motion to
excuse must be taken without further debate. A member who must take action or
make a decision that would substantially affect his financial interests or those of an
associated business shall disclose the potential conflict by following procedures
detailed in Minnesota Statutes Section 10A.07, unless the benefit the legislator
would receive is no greater than others in the member s busuness, classification,
profession or occupation. -

House Rule 2.05: A member who does not vote when his name is called must
state his reasons. After others vote, the presiding officer shall ask the body if the
member shall be excused from voting.

Minnesota Statutes 10A.07: A public official who would be required to take an
action that would substantially affect the official's financial interests or those of an
associated business, unless the effect is no greater than on other members of the
official's business classification, profession, or occupation, must prepare a written
statement describing the matter requiring action and the nature of the potential
conflict of interest and deliver a copy to the presiding officer. If there is insufficient
time to comply with this, the public official must orally inform the official body.

Minnesota

Senate Rule 124: No senator shall act in committee or vote on a question in which
his private interest, distinct from the public interest, is immediately concerned.

Mississippi House Rule 26: No member shall vote on any question, the result of which he is
© pecuniarily interested. ' ‘

No additional provisions found in statute.

Senate Rules: None found

House Rule 89: Every member shall vote on each question put unless he has a
direct personal or pecuniary interest in such question.

: Missouri Revised Statutes 105 .461: Any member of the general assembly who
Missouri has a substantial personal or private interest in any measure before the general
i assembly, - shall, before such official passes on the measure, bill, order or ordinance,
file a written report of the nature of the interest with the chief clerk of the house of
representatives or the secretary of the senate and such statement shall be recorded
in the appropriate journal. If the legislator has filed his annual financial disclosure -
statement, and that statement is current, this statement is not necessary.
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' 1_'Joint Rule 10 60: A member who has'a personal or. pnvate mterest in any " ‘
‘measure or bill. proposed or pendlng before the- Leglslature shall dlsclose the fact’ to’ c
- the house to which the member belongs.” - - . o ol :

Montana Code Annotated 2- 2-112; A Ieglslator may, subJect to Ieglslatlve rule,

" vote on.an Issue on which the’ leglslator has a conflict, after disclosing the interest.
When a Iegrslator must take official ‘action on a matter as to which he has a conﬂlct _
created by a personal or private interest that would directly give fise to an’.
appearance of impropriety as to the legislator's influence, benefit, or detrlment in
regard to'the legislative matter, the Ieglslator shaII dlsclose the interest prlor to
part|c1pat|ng in the off‘ cuaI action. .

. - - In makmg a decrswn as to whether to take off|C|aI actlon the Ieguslator shaII
Montana o consider: - . .

whether the conﬂict impedes the I'egislator"s independence of judgment'
the effect of the leglslator s participation on publlc confidence in the integrity of
the legislature;

_ whether the leglslator s participation is I|kely to have any 5|gn|Fcant effect on the’
disposition of the matter; and
whether a pecunlar_y interest is involved or whether a potential occupational,
personal, or family benefit could arise from the legislator's participation.

A conflict situation does not arise from legislation. or legislative duties affecting the
membership of a profession, occupation, or class. A legislator who is a member of a
profession, occupation, or class affected by legislation is not required to disclose an
interest unless the class contained in the legislation is so narrow that the vote will
have a direct and distinctive personal impact on the legislator.
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No rules found.. ‘ . : , U , .
' Nebraska Revised Statutes 49-1499: A member of the Legislature who would -
be required to take.any action that may cause financial benefit or detriment to him
“or her, a member of his or her immediate family, or a business with which he or she. -
" “is associated, which is.distinguishable from the éffects of such action on the public .
generally or a broad segment of the public, shall disclose information about the - -
~ conflict in this manner. He shall prepare a written statement describing the matter
- requiring action or decision and the nature of the potential coriflict, and if he or she-.
“will not abstain from voting, deliberating, or taking other action on the matter, the
~ statement shall state why, despite the potential conflict, he or she intends to vote or
otherwise participate. The statement should be delivered to the ethics commission
. -and the speaker of the legislature. S e L
“.The member of the Legislature may abstain from voting, deliberating, or taking _
other action on the matter.on which the potential conflict exists, in'which case he or
she may have the reasons for the abstention recorded in the journal or minutes of
the Legislature. » : : B :

Nebraska-

Senate Rule 32: No senator may vote on a question in which he is in a'_ny way
_personally or. directly interested. v

Assembly Rule 23: A legislator who has a conflict of interest may-vote upon,
advocate or oppose the measure in conflict if-he makes a general disclosure of the
conflict. In determine whether to vote or abstain, the legislator should consider his
independence of judgment, and whether his interest is greater than the interests of
an entire class of persons similarly situated, among other factors.

Nevada Revised Statutes 281A.420: A public officer may vote upon a matter if

Nevada the benefit or detriment accruing to him as a result of the decision either individually
or in a representative capacity as a member of a general business, profession,
occupation or group is not greater than that accruing to any other member of the
general business, profession, occupation or group.

However, in addition to the requirements of the code of ethical standards, a public
officer shall not vote upon or advocate the passage or failure of, but may otherwise
participate in the consideration of, @ matter with respect to which the independence
of judgment of a reasonable person in his situation would be materially affected by:
(a) His acceptance of a gift or loan; (b) His pecuniary interest; or (c) His
commitment in a private capacity to the interests of others.

No provisions found in rules.

New Hampshire New Hampshire Revised Statutes: Legislators must disclose areas of potential
conflicts on their financial disclosure forms.

No provisions found in rules.

New Jersey Statutes Annotated 52:13D-18:_No member of the Legislature shall
participate by voting or any other action, on the floor of the General Assembly or
the Senate, or in committee or elsewhere, in the enactment or defeat of legislation

in which he has a personal interest.

A member Is considered to have a personal interest in legislation if, by reason of his
participation in the enactment or defeat of any legislation, he or a member of his
immediate family, will derive a direct monetary gain or suffer a direct monetary
loss. It is not considered a personal interest if no benefit or detriment could
reasonably be expected to accrue to him, or a member of his immediate family, as a
member of a business, profession, occupation or group, to any greater extent than
any such benefit or detriment could reasonably be expected to accrue to any other
member of such business, profession, occupation or group.

New Jersey
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* Senate Rule 7-5, 7-6: Every senator shall vote on-each question.unléss-hé has-a -
© . direct personal or pecuniary interest in the event of such a question: A senator -
_ desiring to be excused from voting-may, when his name is called, make a brief -
* statemerit explaining his reasons. The senate must vote on whether to excuse him.
cL e : - House Rule 7-5, 7-6: Every member. of the house shall vote.on-each question or -
" New Mexico . motion‘coming up before the house, unless excused by a majority vote. A member
' L ** -~ who wishes to be excused from voting may make a brief.explaining his réasons. Full -~
disclosure of real or potential conflicts-of interest shall be a guiding principle for™ -
" determining ‘appropriate conduict of the members. The code of conduct is in ‘House
“Rule 26-1. - . - S R o _

- No additional p_i'pvi'sidhs‘ ‘in_~ statute that éppl_y to étaté Iegislatdrs.

Senate Rules IX: Every senator shall vote on-each question unless he has a direct’
personal or pecuniary interest in the event of such a question. Senators wishing to
be excused may make a brief statement as to- their reasons when they are called
upon to vote. The excuse must be approved by 2/3 of the body. '

Assembly Rule V, Part 2: A member may abstaih from a vote only on the groun‘ds

New York that it would constitute a conflict of interest.

‘No additional provisions in statute pertain to legislators voting in conflict of intérest
situation, but New York Consolidated Laws Chapter 32, Article 4, Section 74
says no member of the legislature should have any interest, financial or otherwise, .
direct or indirect, or engage in any business or transaction or professional activity or
incur any obligation which is in substantial conflict with the proper discharge of his
duties in the publi¢ interest. Substantial conflict is not defined.
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" Senate Rule 29: Ahy senator may move to be eéxcused from voting at any time on - - -
“any matter. If the senator is excused, he may not debate the bill or.any ~ S
"amendments. The senator may make a brief oral or-written statement as to his - -

reasons. I ' L o '
- House Rule 24.1A: Any member shall, upon requést, be excused from the _
deliberations and voting on a particular hill. The member may make a brief oral or

~ written statement of the reasons. for making the request. The member excused shall
. not debate the bill or any amendment to the bill. IR .

‘North Carolina General Statutes 138A~37: Except as permitted under G.S. 138A
-38, no legislator shall participate in a legislative action if the legislator knows the
“legislator or a person with which the legislator is associated may incur a reasonably
“foreseeable financial benefit from the action, and if after considering whetherthe -
législator's judgment would be substantially influenced by the financial benefit and
considering the need for the legislator's particutar contribution, including special
knowledge of the subject matter to the effective functioning of the legislature, the

~ legislator concludes that an actual financial benefit does exist which would impair

‘the legislator's independence of judgment. Legisiator mustl submit in writing to the
principal clerk.of the house of which the legisiator is a member the reasons for the
" abstention from participation in the legisiative matter. .

138A-38: A covered person may participate in an official action or legislative action

. o under any of the following circumstances except as specificaily limited: (1) The only

North Carolina interest or reasonably foreseeable benefit or detriment that accrues to the covered

person, the covered person's extended family, business with which the covered
person is associated, or nonprofit corporation or organization with which the covered
person is associated as a member of a profession, occupation, or general class is no
greater than that which could reasonably be foreseen to accrue to all members of
that profession, occupation, or general class. (2) When an official or legislative
‘action affects or would affect the covered person's compensation. (3) Before
participating in the legislative action, the covered person requested and received
from the Commission or Committee a written advisory opinion that authorized the
participation. (4) Before participating in an official action, a public servant made full
written disclosure to the public servant's employing entity which then made a
written determination that the interest or benefit would neither impair the public
servant's independence of judgment nor influence the public servant's participation
in the official action. The employing entity shall file a copy of that written
determination with the Commission. (5) When action is ministerial only and does not
require the exercise of discretion. (6) When needed for a quorum, the legistator
maybe be only be counted for quorum purposes. If a legisiator is employed or
retained by, or is an independent contractor of, a governmental unit, and the
legislator is the only member of the house elected from the district where that
governmental unit is located, then the legislator may take legislative action on
behalf of that governmental unit provided the legislator discloses in writing to the
principal clerk the nature of the relationship with the governmental unit prior to, or
at the time of, taking the legislative action.

Joint Rule 1002: In striving to maintain ethical standards, each member should
recognize the importance of complying with all other rules relating to ethics,
including Senate and House Rules 321 regarding disclosure of personal or private
interest when voting. :

Senate Rule 321: Any member who has a personal or private interest in a bill shall
disclose that fact to the Senate and may not vote thereon without the consent of the

North Dakota _Senate. A personal or private interest is one that-affects the member directly,
individually, uniquely and substantially.

House Rules 321: Any member who has a personal or private interest in a bill shall
disclose that fact to the House and may not vote thereon without the consent of the
House. A personal or private interest is one that affects the member directly,
individually, uniquely and substantially.

No additional provisions found in statute.
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Senate Rule 58, 61: No senator shall vote upon any question in contravention of " -
the Legislative Code of Ethics or in violation of séction 102.031 of the Revised Code.. -
Any senator-requesting to-be excused from voting may briefly explain- the reason for .
‘such request, and the Senate shall pass upon the request without debate. - o
House Rule 57: A request to be excused from voting shall be accompanied bya
brief written statement of the reasons for making such request, which shall be acted
" upon by the House without debate. ’ o S
Legislative Code of Ethics, Section 4: A member.who has a substantial personal.
o interest in legislation may request permission of the chair to abstain from voting on
Ohio ©.. . the legislation-and may statethe member's reason for the request. The request.
’ _shall be granted by the chair or the member's respective chamber of the General
‘Assembly pursuant to the rules of that chamber. The request and permission to.
abstain shall be entered in the Journal. P

Legislative Code of Ethics/Ohio Revised Code 102.031: No member of the
General Assembly shall vote on any legislation that is then being actively advocated -
by a lobbyist who is (1) an-employee, (2) a business associate, or (3) a person,,
-other than an employer who is hired under contract to perform certain services and
such position involves a substantial and material exercise of administrative

discretion in the formulation of public. policy. i

Senate Rule: none found.

House Rule 4.2: A member who has a personal or private interest in any bill or
resolution, proposed or pending before the House, shall disclose that fact to the
House, and shall not vote on that bill or resolution, as required by Article V, Section
24 of the Oklahoma Constitution.

Okiahoma Constitution, Article V, Section 24: A member of the Legislature, who
has a personal or private interest in any measure shall disclose the fact to the House
of which he is a member, and shall not vote thereon.

Oklahoma

No additional provisions found in statute.
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B Senate Rule 3. .33: When mvolved in a potentlal confllct of mterest as deF ned by
- ORS. 244.020, a member shall. announce, on the’ Senate floor-or in the commlttee
. -meeting, the nature of the potentlal conflict prior to voting.on the issue giving rise.

. to the potential conflict. The member's announcement shall be recorded in the: :
. Journal-or in the ‘comnittee minutes. In addition, the: member may flle a statement -
with his chamber. If a member suspects that another- member is not dlsclosmg a -

conflict, he:may file a complalnt and an investigation will ensue. .

House Rule 3.21: When lnvolved in an actual or potentlal conflict of interest, as -
. defined by ORS 244.020, a member shall announce, on the floor or in the
" committee ‘meeting, the nature of the potential conflict prior to voting on the issue
giving rise to the potential conflict. Themember's announcement of an actual or
- potential conflict of interest shall be. recorded in the Journal or in the committee
minutes. In addition, the member may file in writing-a statement of the nature of -
the potential conflict with the Chief Clerk or the committee assistant by 5 pm the
- next business day followmg the vote.

Oregon Revised Statutes 244 120: When met with an actual or-potential conflict
of interest, a member of the Legislative Assembly shall announce publicly, pursuant
‘to rules of the house of which the public.official is a member, the nature of the
conflict before taking any action thereon in. the capacity of a public official. This
announcement shall be noted in the official record of the public body.

244.020: "Actual conflict of interest” means any action, decision or
. recommendation by a person actlng in a capacity as a public official, the effect of
which would be to the private pecuniary benefit or detriment of the person or the
-person’s relative or any business with which the person or a relative of the person is
associated unless the pecuniary benefit or detriment arises out of circumstances
described in subsection (11) of this section.

Subsection (11) “Potential conflict of interest” means any action or any decision or
recommendation by a person acting in a capacity as a public official, the effect of
which could be to the private pecuniary benefit or detriment of the person or the
person’s relative, or a business with which the person or the person’s relative is
associated, unless the pecuniary benefit or detriment arises out of an interest or
membership in a particular business, industry, occupation or other class required by
law as a prerequisite to the holding by the person of the office or position; any
action in the person’s official capacity which would affect to the same degree a class
consisting of all inhabitants of the state, or a smaller class consisting of an industry,
occupation or other group including one of which or in which the person, or the
person’s relative or business with which the person or the person’s relative is
associated, is a member or is engaged; or membership in or membership on the
board of directors of a nonprofit corporation that is tax-exempt under section 501(c)
of the Internal Revenue Code.

Oregon

Senate Rule XXI: Senators who have a personal or private interest in any measure
or bill shall disclose the fact to the Senate, and shall not vote thereon.

House Rule 65: A member who has a personal or private interest in any measure
or bill proposed or pending before the House shail disclose the fact to the House and
shall not vote thereon.

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, Title 65, Part II, Chapter 11, 1103:
Where voting conflicts are not otherwise addressed by the constitution of
Pennsylvania or by any law, rule, regulation, order or ordinance, the following
procedure shall be employed. Any public official who in the discharge of his official

Pennsylvania duties would be required to vote on a matter that would result in a conflict of
interest shall abstain from voting and, prior to the vote being taken, publicly
announce and disclose the nature of his interest as a public record in a written
memorandum filed with the person responsible for recording the minutes of the
meeting at which the vote is taken, except that if a quorum is not present once the
person with the conflict recuses himself, he is permitted to vote as long as the
conflict is properly disclosed.

Pa. Constitution, Article 3, Section 13: A member who has a personai or private
interest in any measure or bill proposed or pending before the General Assembly
shall disclose the fact to the House of which he is a member, and shail not vote
thereon.

http://www.ncsl.org/2TabID=15357



e B Senate Rules: None found

: House Rules 20, 21, 36, 37. No member shall vote on any questlon of pnvate

: property in the event of which'he or she is immediately and particularly interested.’
‘Every member (except as provided in rule 3) who shall be'in the House when the
questlon is put, shall give his-or-her vote, unless prior thereto the Speaker shall
excuse him or her, in -accordance with the Code of Ethics statute 36-14-6.If a
member alleges a violation of this rule against another member, thls rule allows for
an investigation. . .

’Rhode Island General Laws 36 14-6. Leglslators who are reqmred to take an
action, make a-decision, or refrain therefrom that will or can reasonably be expected
to dlrectly result in an economic benefit.to the person, or spouse (if not éstranged),
or any. dependent child, business associate or any business by which the person is
employed or which the person represents, shall file a sworn statement describing
the conflict and file it with the ethics commission and the presiding officer. If the
legislator does not request to be excused from voting, he shall state-why he can
participate falrly and in the public mterest desplte the conflict.

" ' Rhode Isfand

Senate Rules- None found

House Rules 3.1: No member shall be permltted to vote on any questxon
immediately concerning his prlvate rights as distinct from the public interest.

» South Carolina Code 8-13-700: A public official who, in the discharge of his

‘South Carolina official Fesponsibilities, is required to take an action or make a decision which affects
an economic interest of himself, a member of his immediate family, an individual
with whom he is associated, or a business with which he is associated shall file with
the presiding officer a statement describing the matter and the nature of the conflict
of interest. The presiding officer shall excuse the member from partncnpatlng in the
matter.

South Dakota Joint Rule 12-1: Either body may excuse a member from voting.
No additional provisions found in statute or constitution.
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_Senate Rule 13 When a member of thls body anses to address hlmself toa bl”
-séction thereof, or ‘amendment in’ which he has a personal. interest, he shall state to i
the Speaker and meémbers of the-body. "that it may be considered that I-have a.
— : degree of personal interest in the subject matter of this bill, but I declare that my }
. Tennmessee . - .. -argument and my ultimate vote answer’ only to my conscience: and to my obllgatlon .
' : o to my constituents and the c1txzens of the State of Tennessee :

House Rules: None found v
No addltlonal prowsmns found in statute.

Senate Rules. None found e

-House Rule 5, Part E, Section 42: Any member who has a personal or private
interest in any measure or bill shall disclose the fact and not vote thereon.

Texas Government Code 572.0531: Before introducing, sponsoring or votmg on
a bill on a subject area in-which a lobbyist who is the legislator's spouse or first
_degree'relative, the Ieg:slator must file'a disclosure statement

Texas Government Code 572. 053 A member of the Iegnslature may not vote on
a measure or a bill, other than a measure that will affect an_entire class of business
entities, that will directly benefit a specific business transaction of a business entity

- in which the member has a controlling interest."Controlling interest" includes: an
ownership interest or participating interest by virtue of shares, stock, or otherwise
that exceeds 10 percent; membership on the board of directors or other governing
body of the business entity; or service as an officer of the business entity.

Texas Constitution Article 3, Section 22: A member who has a personal or
private interest in any measure or bill, proposed, or pending before the Legislature,
shall disclose the fact to the House, of which he is a member, and shall not vote
thereon.

- Texas

Joint Rule 16.05: If a legislator reasonably believes he may have a conflict of
interest, that legislator should, before the vote, orally declare to the committee or
body before which the matter is pending that the legislator may have a conflict of
interest and what that conflict is. This declaration of conflict of interest shall be
noted in the minutes of any committee meeting or in the Journal.

A legislator shall file a Declaration of Conflict of Interest form with the Secretary of
the Senate if the legislator is a Senator or with the Chief Clerk of the House of
Representatives if the legislator is a Representative. This form shall include the
general legislative areas in which the legislator may have a conflict of interest. A
"conflict of interest” is defined below. This form satisfies that legislator's disclosure
of any conflicts of interest as required by the first paragraph and Utah Code
Annotated Section 76-8-109.

Legislators may vote on matters in which they have a conflict as long as that conflict
has been declared.

Utah Code 76-8-109: If a legislator must vote on a matter in which he has actuai
knowledge of a conflict of interest which is not stated on his conflict of interest form,
he shall declare this conflict to the body. The declaration shall be noted in the
minutes or the Journal. Legislators must also file a declaration of conflict of interest
form with the secretary of the senate or chief clerk of the house.

"Conflict of interest" means legislation or action by a legislator that the legislator
reasonably believes may cause direct financial benefit or detriment to him, a
member of the legislator's immediate family, or a business in which the legislator is
associated, and that benefit or detriment is distinguishable from the effects of that
action on the public or on the legislator's profession, occupation, or association
generally.

|ftah
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":Senate Rule 71: No senator shall be permltted to vote upon any questlon in wh|ch ‘ e ’
-He or sheis dlrectly or :mmedlately |nterested ) . : )

_ vermot . -~ House Riile 75: Members shall not be permitted to vote upon any questnon in
' -~ which they are |mmedlately or dlrectly mterested .

No addltional provnsmns found in statutes or constltutlon.

Senate Rule 20, 36. A Senator who has a personal mterest in a transactlon as -
defined in § 30-101 of the Code of Virginia, before the entire Senate ora .

committee, shall neithér vote nor be counted upon it, and he shall withdraw, or
-invoke this rule not to be counted, prior to the division and the fact shall be .
recorded on the voting machine. If a Senator invokes this rule, the Senator shall not :
participate, directly or indirectly, in the matter whereéin the rule is mvoked ) o

House Rules 69: No member who has an immediate and personal mterest in the
resuit of the question shall either vote or be counted upon it.

Code of Virginia 30-108: A legislator who has a personal interest ina transactlon
shall disqualify himself from participating in the transaction. Unless otherwise’
prohibited by the rules of his house, the disqualification requirement of this section .
“shall not prevent any legislator from participating in discussions and debates,
provided (i) he verbally discloses his personal interest at the outset of the discussion
and (ii) he does not vote on the transaction.

Virginia

Senate Rule 22: No senator shall be allowed to vote upon any question upon Wthh
he or she is in any way personally or directly interested (See also Art. 2, Secs. 27
and 30, State Constitution.). A member not voting by reason of personal or direct
interest may explain the reason for not voting by a brief statement not to exceed
fifty words in the journal.

House Rule 19: No member shall vote on any question which affects that member
privately and particularly. A member who has a private interest in any bill or
measure proposed or pending before the legislature shall disclose the fact to the
house of which he is a member, and shall not vote thereon. (Art. II § 30)

Washington Constitution Article II, Section 30: A member who has a private
interest in any bill or measure proposed or pending before the legislature, shall
disclose the fact to the house of which he is a member, and shall not vote thereon.

Washington
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- 'Senate Rule 43: Every member within the Sénate Chamber, when'a question is - - -
- -put; shall vote unless he-or she is immediately and particularly.interestéd therein, -
"~ meaning an interest that affects the member directly and not as one of a class,.or
the Senate excuses him or her. All motions to excuse a member from voting must
. be made by the member requesting to be excused before the Senate divides, or -
before the call of the yeas.and nays'is commenced, and it shall be decided without' -
debate, except that the member making the motion to be excused from voting may
" -briefly. state the reason why:it ought to be adopted. e .

House Rule 49: Wheén a question is put, any member having a direct personal or -
pecuniary interest therein should announce this fact and'request to be-excused from
-voting. The disqualifying interest must be such as affects the member directly and
" not-as-one of a class. ' Coe , B R
West Virginia Statues 6B-2-5: Public officials, excluding mem_bers of the
. Legislature who are governed by subsection (i) of this section, may not vote on the
- following: R R

A matter in which they, an immediate family member; or a business with which
they or an immediate family member is associated have a financial interest.

- Business with which they are associated means a business of which the person or
an immediate family member is a director, officer, owner, employee, ‘
compensated agent, or holder of stock which constitutes five percent or more of
the total outstanding stocks of any class; ‘ :

If a public official is employed by a financial institution and his or her primary
responsibilities include consumer and commercial lending, the public official may
not vote on a matter which directly affects the financial interests of a customer of
the financial institution if the public official is directly involved in approving a loan
request from the person or business appearing before the governmental body or
if the public official has been directly involved in approving a loan for that person
or business within the past 12 months. This limitation only applies if the total
amount of the loan or loans exceeds fifteen thousand dollars;

A personnel matter involving the public official's spouse or relative;

The appropriations of public moneys or the awarding of a contract to a nonprofit
corporation if the public official or an immediate family member is employed by
the nonprofit.

A public official may vote if the public official, his or her spouse, immediate family
members or relatives or business with which they are associated are affected as a
member of, and to no.greater extent than any other member of a profession,
occupation, class of persons or class of businesses. A class shall consist of not fewer
than five similarly situated persons or businesses.

West Virginia

If the matter affects a publicly traded company when:

(i) The pubilic official, or dependent family members individually or jointly own less
than five percent of the issued stock in the publicly traded company and the value of
the stocks individually or jointly owned is less than ten thousand dollars; and

(if) Prior to casting a vote the public official discloses his or. her interest in the
publicly traded company.

For a public official's recusal to be effective, it is necessary to excuse him or herself

- from participating in the discussion and decision-making process by physically
removing him or herself from the room during the period, fully disclosing his or her
interests, and recusing him or herself from voting on the issue.

Senate Rule 73, Assembly Rule 77: Either body may exc’use'a member from
voting by "special cause.”

Wisconsin Wisconsin Statutes 19.46: No state public official may take any official action
substantially affecting a matter in which the official, a member of his or her
immediate family, or an organization with which the official is associated has a
substantial financial interest. : : -

Senate Rule 14-7: A member who has a personal or private interest in any biil
shall disclose the fact to the Senate members at the time of initial consideration
during. the committee of the whole or at the time of introduction during the budget
session. If the status of the conflict changes during the legislative process, the
member shall disclose the change in the status of the conflict. Disclosures of a

Wyoming

conflict of interest shall be entered in the Daily Journal.
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" House Rule 17-3: A'member who has a personal or private interest in.any bill shall -
- disclose the fact to the house members at the time of initial consideration during -
-committee of the whole or at the first time the conflict becomes apparent to the »
declarer, or at the time of introduction during.the budget session and shall not'vote .
thereon. On general appropriation and recodification. bills a member who has
declared a conflict of interest on a section or an amendment to a section shall not .
vote on that section, but may vote on the entire bill.- . B :
"personal or private interest" means the memibér shall receive or incur a direct’
“financial gain or loss if the measure or bill is enacted. "Personal or private interest”
does not include a financial gain or loss which shall be received or incurred by a
member if the-gain or loss shall also be received or incurred by a substantial class of
. persons. e _ S :
Wyoming Statutes 9-13-106: A public official shall not make an official decision
or vote on an official decision if he has a personal or private interest in the matter.
In determining.whether he has a personal or private interest in a matter, the public
official shall recognize the importance of his right to represent his constituency and.
shall abstain from voting only in clear cases of a personal or private interest as
defined in this subsection. A public official or public member shall not vote to give
money or any direct financial benefit to himself except for tax reductions affecting
the general public. For the purposes of this section, a. personal or private interest
must (i) be direct and immediate as opposed to speculative and remote; and )
(ii) provide the public official, public employee or public member a greater benefit
oF a lesser detriment than it does for a large or substantial group or class of persons
who are similarly situated. .
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