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Fred W. Phelps, leader of the anti-gay Westboro Baptist Church that regularly pickets the B
funerals of troops killed in Iraq and Afghanistan, is praising the killings in Tucson and
says his group will picket the funerails. '

A federal appeals court last year ruled that picketing by the church congregation at §&
funerals is free speech protected by the Constitution. The issue is now before the

Supreme Court.

Phelps, in a video on his group's web site, thanks God for the "marvelous work in

Tucson," which he says is part of God's vengeance on America. He says his church ¢, prion

" " By Dylan Slagle, Carrolt
prays for "more shooters ... more dead. County Times. via AP

The Kansas-based group is made up largely of Phelps' family and has been denounced as a hate group by the Anti-
Defamation League and the Southern Poverty Law Center.

. More from our colleagues at Faith & Reason.

Its picketing of military funerals reflects a core, anti-gay philosophy that, among other things, links the killing of troops
to God's revenge against the military, especially for its "don't ask, don't tell" policy.

(Posted by Doug Stanglin)
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