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Anited States Court of Appeals
for the FFifth Civcuit

United States Court of Appeals

No. 25-40440 Fifth Circuit

Summary Calendar FILED
June 23, 2026
Lyle W. Cayce
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Clerk

Plaintiff— Appellee,
Versus
MicHAEL CHASE WATSON,

Defendant— Appellant.

Appeal from the United States District Court
for the Southern District of Texas
USDC No. 3:23-CR-23-1

Before DAvis, WILsSON, and DouGLAs, Circuit Judges.

PER CURIAM:"

Michael Chase Watson appeals the sentence imposed after he pleaded
guilty to receipt and possession of child pornography. He argues that certain
discretionary conditions of supervised release enumerated in the presentence
report were not adequately pronounced at sentencing. Although the

Government asks us to enforce the appeal waiver in Watson’s plea

" This opinion is not designated for publication. See 5TH CIR. R. 47.5.
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agreement, we need not address that issue. See United States v. Madrid, 978
F.3d 201, 205-06 (5th Cir. 2020). Watson fails to show that the district court
erred, plainly or otherwise, by not expressly inquiring whether he reviewed
the presentence report and its appendix with counsel before sentencing. The
record supports the fact that the defendant had an opportunity to review the
presentence report with counsel and a reasonable inference that he did so.
See United States v. Villafana-Mondragon, 170 F.4th 360, 363-65 (5th Cir.
2026). Accordingly, we AFFIRM.
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DANA M. DouaGLAs, Circust Judge, concurring:

I agree with the majority that under our precedent, we can infer from
the record that Watson reviewed the presentence report (“PSR”) with
counsel before sentencing. However, for the same reasons espoused when I
dissented in Villafana-Mondragon, the district court should have first
confirmed that Watson reviewed the PSR. See United States v. Villafana-
Mondragon, 170 F.4th 360, 366 (5th Cir. 2026) (Douglas, J., dissenting). As
our en banc precedent states, the district court should confirm the defendant
reviewed the PSR before sentencing can proceed. United States v. Diggles,
957 F.3d 551, 560 (5th Cir. 2020) (en banc).
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United States Court of Appeals

FIFTH CIRCUIT
OFFICE OF THE CLERK

LYLE W. CAYCE TEL. 504-310-7700
CLERK 600 S. MAESTRI PLACE,
Suite 115
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70130

June 23, 2026
MEMORANDUM TO COUNSEL OR PARTIES LISTED BELOW

Regarding: Fifth Circuit Statement on Petitions for Rehearing
or Rehearing En Banc

No. 25-40440 USA v. Watson
USDC No. 3:23-CR-23-1

Enclosed is a copy of the court’s decision. The court has entered
judgment under Fed. R. App. P. 36. (However, the opinion may yet
contain typographical or printing errors which are subject to
correction.)

Fed. R. App. P. 39 through 41, and Fed. R. App. P. 39, 40, and 41
govern costs, rehearings, and mandates. Fed. R. App. P. 40 require
you to attach to your petition for panel rehearing or rehearing en
banc an unmarked copy of the court’s opinion or order. Please
read carefully the Internal Operating Procedures (IOP’s) following
Fed. R. App. P. 40 for a discussion of when a rehearing may be
appropriate, the legal standards applied and sanctions which may
be imposed if you make a nonmeritorious petition for rehearing en
banc.

Direct Criminal Appeals. Fed. R. App. P. 41 provides that a motion
for a stay of mandate under Fed. R. App. P. 41 will not be granted
simply upon request. The petition must set forth good cause for
a stay or clearly demonstrate that a substantial question will be
presented to the Supreme Court. Otherwise, this court may deny
the motion and issue the mandate immediately.

Pro Se Cases. If you were unsuccessful in the district court
and/or on appeal, and are considering filing a petition for
certiorari in the United States Supreme Court, you do not need to
file a motion for stay of mandate under Fed. R. App. P. 41. The
issuance of the mandate does not affect the time, or your right,
to file with the Supreme Court.

Court Appointed Counsel. Court appointed counsel 1is responsible
for filing petition(s) for rehearing(s) (panel and/or en banc) and
writ (s) of certiorari to the U.S. Supreme Court, unless relieved
of your obligation by court order. If it is your intention to
file a motion to withdraw as counsel, you should notify your client
promptly, and advise them of the time limits for filing for
rehearing and certiorari. Additionally, you MUST confirm that
this 1nformation was given to your client, within the body of your
motion to withdraw as counsel.
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Sincerely,

LYLE W. CAYCE, Clerk

MLUNM MW’”}%

By:
Melissa V. Mattingly, Deputy Clerk
504-310-7719

Enclosure (s)

Ms. Jessica Graf
Ms. Carmen Castillo Mitchell
Mr. John Stewart Wade
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
Holding Session in Galveston

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

MICHAEL CHASE WATSON

Date of Original Judgment: June 30, 2025

SouthernDistrict of Texas

ENTERED
November 03, 2025
Nathan Ochsner, Clerk

AMENDED JUDGMENT IN A CRIMINAL CASE

CASE NUMBER: 3:23CR00023-001

USM NUMBER: 82123-510

John Brice Carroll

(Or Date of Last Amended Judgment)
THE DEFENDANT:

pleaded guilty to count(s) 1S and 3S on December 17, 2024.

Defendant’s Attorney

I pleaded nolo contendere to count(s)

which was accepted by the court.

0 was found guilty on count(s)

after a plea of not guilty.
The defendant is adjudicated guilty of these offenses:

Title & Section Nature of Offense

18 U.S.C. § Receipt of child pornography
2252A(a)(2)(B) and

2252A(b)(1)

18 US.C. §
2252A(a)(5)(B) and
2252A(b)(2)

Possession of child pornography

[0 See Additional Counts of Conviction.

Offense Ended Count
01/28/2023 1S
10/12/2023 3S

The defendant is sentenced as provided in pages 2 through 8 of this judgment. The sentence is imposed pursuant to the

Sentencing Reform Act of 1984.
[0 The defendant has been found not guilty on count(s)

Count(s) remaining

are dismissed on the motion of the United States.

It is ordered that the defendant must notify the United States attorney for this district within 30 days of any change of name,
residence, or mailing address until all fines, restitution, costs, and special assessments imposed by this judgment are fully paid. If
ordered to pay restitution, the defendant must notify the court and United States attorney of material changes in economic circumstances.

October 27, 2025

Date of Imposition of Judgment

Si ure offfud

JEFFREY VINCENT BROWN
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

Name and Title of Judge
October 31, 2025

Date

25-40440.3072
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DEFENDANT: MICHAEL CHASE WATSON
CASE NUMBER: 3:23CR00023-001

IMPRISONMENT

The defendant is hereby committed to the custody of the Federal Bureau of Prisons to be imprisoned for a total term
of: 108 months.
This term consists of ONE HUNDRED-EIGHT (108) MONTHS as to each of Counts 1S and 3S, to run concurrently, for a
total of ONE HUNDRED-EIGHT (108) MONTHS. This term is to run concurrently to the defendant’s anticipated term(s)
of imprisonment to pending state charge in Brazoria County, Texas, under Cause No.: 99978-CR.

O See Additional Imprisonment Terms.

O The court makes the following recommendations to the Bureau of Prisons:

The defendant is remanded to the custody of the United States Marshal.

0 The defendant shall surrender to the United States Marshal for this district:
O at on

O as notified by the United States Marshal.

[0 The defendant shall surrender for service of sentence at the institution designated by the Bureau of Prisons:
O before 2 p.m. on
O as notified by the United States Marshal.

O as notified by the Probation or Pretrial Services Office.

RETURN
I have executed this judgment as follows:
Defendant delivered on to
at , with a certified copy of this judgment.
UNITED STATES MARSHAL
By

DEPUTY UNITED STATES MARSHAL

25-40440.3073
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DEFENDANT: MICHAEL CHASE WATSON
CASE NUMBER: 3:23CR00023-001

SUPERVISED RELEASE

Upon release from imprisonment, you will be on supervised release for a term of: Life.
This term consists of Life as to each of Counts 1S and 3S to be served concurrently, for a total of Life.

W

7.

MANDATORY CONDITIONS

You must not commit another federal, state or local crime.

You must not unlawfully possess a controlled substance.

You must refrain from any unlawful use of a controlled substance. You must submit to one drug test within 15 days of release from imprisonment

and at least two periodic drug tests thereafter, as determined by the court.

[0 The above drug testing condition is suspended, based on the court's determination that you pose a low risk of future substance abuse.
(check if applicable)

*X  You must make restitution in accordance with 18 U.S.C. §§ 3663 and 3663 A or any other statute authorizing a sentence of restitution. (check
if applicable)
You must cooperate in the collection of DNA as directed by the probation officer. (check if applicable)
You must comply with the requirements of the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (34 U.S.C. § 20901, et seq.) as directed by
the probation officer, the Bureau of Prisons, or any state sex offender registration agency in the location where you reside, work, are a
student, or were convicted of a qualifying offense. (check if applicable)
L1 You must participate in an approved program for domestic violence. (check if applicable)

You must comply with the standard conditions that have been adopted by this court as well as with any other conditions on the attached page.

STANDARD CONDITIONS OF SUPERVISION

See Special Conditions of Supervision.

As part of your supervised release, you must comply with the following standard conditions of supervision. These conditions are imposed because they
establish the basic expectations for your behavior while on supervision and identify the minimum tools needed by probation officers to keep informed,
report to the court about, and bring about improvements in your conduct and condition.

1.

2.

12.

13.
14.

15.

You must report to the probation office in the federal judicial district where you are authorized to reside within 72 hours of your release from

imprisonment, unless the probation officer instructs you to report to a different probation office or within a different time frame.

After initially reporting to the probation office, you will receive instructions from the court or the probation officer about how and when you must

report to the probation officer, and you must report to the probation officer as instructed.

You must not knowingly leave the federal judicial district where you are authorized to reside without first getting permission from the court or

the probation officer.

You must answer truthfully the questions asked by your probation officer.

You must live at a place approved by the probation officer. If you plan to change where you live or anything about your living arrangements (such

as the people you live with), you must notify the probation officer at least 10 days before the change. If notifying the probation officer in advance

is not possible due to unanticipated circumstances, you must notify the probation officer within 72 hours of becoming aware of a change or

expected change.

You must allow the probation officer to visit you at any time at your home or elsewhere, and you must permit the probation officer to take any

items prohibited by the conditions of your supervision that he or she observes in plain view.

You must work full time (at least 30 hours per week) at a lawful type of employment, unless the probation officer excuses you from doing so. If

you do not have full-time employment you must try to find full-time employment, unless the probation officer excuses you from doing so. If you

plan to change where you work or anything about your work (such as your position or your job responsibilities), you must notify the probation

officer at least 10 days before the change. If notifying the probation officer at least 10 days in advance is not possible due to unanticipated

circumstances, you must notify the probation officer within 72 hours of becoming aware of a change or expected change.

You must not communicate or interact with someone you know is engaged in criminal activity. If you know someone has been convicted of a

felony, you must not knowingly communicate or interact with that person without first getting the permission of the probation officer.

If you are arrested or questioned by a law enforcement officer, you must notify the probation officer within 72 hours.

You must not own, possess, or have access to a firearm, ammunition, destructive device, or dangerous weapon (i.e., anything that was designed,

or was modified for, the specific purpose of causing bodily injury or death to another person such as nunchakus or tasers).

You must not act or make any agreement with a law enforcement agency to act as a confidential human source or informant without first getting

the permission of the court.

If the probation officer determines that you pose a risk to another person (including an organization), the probation officer may require you to

notify the person about the risk and you must comply with that instruction. The probation officer may contact the person and confirm that you

have notified the person about the risk.

You must follow the instructions of the probation officer related to the conditions of supervision.

If restitution is ordered, the defendant must make restitution as ordered by the Judge and in accordance with the applicable provisions of 18 U.S.C.

§§ 2248, 2259, 2264, 2327, 3663 A and/or 3664. The defendant must also pay the assessment imposed in accordance with 18 U.S.C. § 3013.

The defendant must notify the U.S. Probation Office of any material change in the defendant’s economic circumstances that might affect the
defendant’s ability to pay restitution, fines, or special assessments.

25-40440.3074
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DEFENDANT: MICHAEL CHASE WATSON
CASE NUMBER: 3:23CR00023-001

SPECIAL CONDITIONS OF SUPERVISION

Y ou must not seek or maintain employment, supervise, volunteer, or participate in any program and/or activity where minors
under the age of 18 would congregate, without prior written approval of the United States Probation Officer. This would
include athletic, religions, volunteer, civic, or cultural activities designed for minors under the age of 18.

You must have no contact with the victim(s), or the victim's family, including letters, communication devices, audio or
visual devices, visits, or any contact through a third party.

You must not have direct contact with any child you know or reasonably should know to be under the age of 18, not
including your own children, without the permission of the probation officer. If you do have any direct contact with any
child, you know or reasonably should know to be under the age of 18, not including your own children, without the
permission of the probation officer, you must report this contact to the probation officer within 24 hours. Direct contact
includes written communication, in-person communication, or physical contact. Direct contact does not include incidental
contact during ordinary daily activities in public places.

You must not view or possess any visual depiction (as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 2256), including any photograph, film, video,
picture, or computer or computer- generated image or picture, whether made or produced by electronic, mechanical, or other
means, of sexually explicit conduct (as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 2256).

You must not possess and/or use computers or other electronic communications or data storage devices or media, without
the prior approval of the probation officer. If approved, you shall consent to the ongoing monitoring of all devices. To ensure
compliance with the computer monitoring, you must allow the probation officer to conduct initial and periodic unannounced
searches of any computers (as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 1030(e)(1)) subject to computer monitoring. These searches shall be
conducted for the purposes of determining whether the computer contains any prohibited data prior to installation of the
monitoring software; to determine whether the monitoring software is functioning effectively after its installation; and to
determine whether there have been attempts to circumvent the monitoring software after its installation.

You must warn any other people who use these computers that the computers may be subject to searches pursuant to this
condition. You agree to pay the cost of the hardware and/or software monitoring system, including any ongoing monthly
service costs, in accordance with your ability to pay, as determined by the probation officer.

You shall participate in a sex offender and/or mental health treatment program provided by a Registered Sex Offender
Treatment Provider, as approved by the United States Probation Officer, which may include but not be limited to group
and/or individual counseling sessions, Abel Screen, polygraph testing and/or psycho-physiological testing to assist in
treatment and case monitoring administered by the sex offender contractor or their designee. Further, the defendant shall
participate as instructed and shall abide by all policies and procedures of the sex offender program, until such time as the
defendant is released from the program as approved by the United States Probation Officer. The defendant will incur costs
associated with such sex offender treatment program and testing, based on ability to pay as determined by the United States
Probation Officer. The defendant shall waive his right of confidentiality in any records for mental health treatment imposed
as a consequence of this judgment to allow the supervising United States Probation Officer to review the defendant’s course
of treatment and progress with the treatment provider. If requested by the mental health provider, the Court authorizes the
United States Probation Officer to provide pertinent information from the presentence investigation report and any
information available from mental health evaluations that are in the possession of the probation officer.

You must participate in a mental-health treatment program and follow the rules and regulations of that program. The
probation officer, in consultation with the treatment provider, will supervise your participation in the program, including
the provider, location, modality, duration, and intensity. You must pay the cost of the program, if financially able.

25-40440.3075
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DEFENDANT: MICHAEL CHASE WATSON
CASE NUMBER: 3:23CR00023-001

ADDITIONAL SPECIAL CONDITIONS OF SUPERVISION

You must participate in an outpatient alcohol abuse treatment program and follow the rules and regulations of that program.
The probation officer will supervise your participation in the program, including the provider, location, modality, duration,
and intensity. You must pay the costs of the program, if financially able.

You may not use alcohol excessively.

You must submit to substance abuse testing to determine if you have used a prohibited substance, and you must pay the
costs of the testing if financially able. You may not attempt to obstruct or tamper with the testing methods.

You must submit to periodic polygraph testing at the discretion of the probation officer as a means to ensure that you are in
compliance with the requirements of your supervision or treatment program.

You must provide the probation officer with access to any requested financial information and authorize the release of any
financial information. The probation office may share financial information with the U.S. Attorney's Office.

You must not incur new credit charges or open additional lines of credit without the approval of the probation officer.

25-40440.3076
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DEFENDANT: MICHAEL CHASE WATSON
CASE NUMBER: 3:23CR00023-001

CRIMINAL MONETARY PENALTIES

The defendant must pay the total criminal monetary penalties under the schedule of payments on Sheet 6.

Assessment Restitution Fine AVAA Assessment! JVTA Assessment?
TOTALS  $200 *$223,500 $ $ $
A $100 special assessment is ordered as to each of Counts 1S and 3S, for a total of $200.

I See Additional Terms for Criminal Monetary Penalties.

[ The determination of restitution is deferred until . An Amended Judgment in a Criminal Case (A0 245C) will
be entered after such determination.

*X] The defendant must make restitution (including community restitution) to the following payees in the amount listed below.

If the defendant makes a partial payment, each payee shall receive an approximately proportioned payment, unless specified
otherwise in the priority order or percentage payment column below. However, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3664(i), all nonfederal
victims must be paid before the United States is paid.

Name of Payee Total Loss® Restitution Ordered Priority or Percentage
*“Fiona” from the “BluesPink1” series $ *$10,000
*“Jane” from the “Cinderblock Blue” series *$10,000
*“Jenny” from the “Jenny” series *$10,000
*“Sarah” from the “Marineland1” series *$10,000
*Amy” from the “Misty” series *$10,000
**“SV” from the “Sparklingvelvet” series *$10,000
*“Raven” from the “Teal&PinkPrincess2” series *$10,000
*“Lily” from the “Vicky” series *$10,000
*“Aster” from the “Lexie” series *$8,000

*[X] See Additional Restitution Payees.
TOTALS $ *$223,500

O Restitution amount ordered pursuant to plea agreement $

*XI The defendant must pay interest on restitution and a fine of more than $2,500, unless the restitution or fine is paid in full before
the fifteenth day after the date of the judgment, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3612(f). All of the payment options on Sheet 6 may be
subject to penalties for delinquency and default, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3612(g).

LI The court determined that the defendant does not have the ability to pay interest and it is ordered that:

[ the interest requirement is waived for the [ fine [ restitution.

LI the interest requirement for the [ fine [ restitution is modified as follows:

0  Based on the Government's motion, the Court finds that reasonable efforts to collect the special assessment are not likely to be
effective. Therefore, the assessment is hereby remitted.

! Amy, Vicky, and Andy Child Pornography Victim Assistance Act of 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-299.

2 Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-22.

Findings for the total amount of losses are required under Chapters 109A, 110, 110A, and 113A of Title 18 for offenses committed
on or after September 13, 1994, but before April 23, 1996.

25-40440.3077
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DEFENDANT: MICHAEL CHASE WATSON
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Judgment — Page

ADDITIONAL RESTITUTION PAYEES

Name of Payee

*“Maria” from the “BESTNECKLACE” series
*“Cara” from the “MotorCouchl” series
*“Sierra” from the “Jan_Socks1” series
*“Eliza” from the “HG1” series

**“Michael” from the “Tub Time2” series
*“Ali” from the “Zoofamily1” series
*“Chelsea” from the “2crazygurls” series
*“April” from the “aprilblonde” series
*“Henley” from the “BluePillow1” series
*“Cindy” from the “Cindy” series

*“Julie” from the “JBNFlowers1” series
**Tvy” from the “JBN Flowers2” series
**“Maureen” from the “Lighthousel” series
**“Nicoletta” from the “Masha River” series
**“Anna” from the “Middle Model Sister” series
*“Sloane” from the “Tara” series

*Victim of the “Mother Full 20121 series
*“Taylor” from the “RedGlassesCry” series
*“Jessy” from the “Surfer Hair” series

*“Pia” from the “Sweet White Sugar” series

[0  See Additional Restitution Payees.

3

Total Loss> Restitution Ordered

7 of 8

Priority or Percentage

*$7,500
*$7,500
*$5,000
*$3,000
*$3,000
*$3,000
*$10,000
*$10,000
*$5,000
*$8,000
*$10,000
*$10,000
*$10,000
*$5,000
*$10,000
*$10,000
*$3,000
*$3,000
*$5,000
*$7,500

Findings for the total amount of losses are required under Chapters 109A, 110, 110A, and 113A of Title 18 for offenses committed

on or after September 13, 1994, but before April 23, 1996.

25-40440.3078
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DEFENDANT: MICHAEL CHASE WATSON
CASE NUMBER: 3:23CR00023-001

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Having assessed the defendant’s ability to pay, payment of the total criminal monetary penalties is due as follows:

A [ Lump sum payment of $ due immediately, balance due
[0 not later than , or
[ inaccordance with (O C, O D, [ E, or [J F below; or

B Payment to begin immediately (may be combined with L1 C, LI D, or X F below); or

C [0 Payment in equal installments of $ over a period of ,
to commence after the date of this judgment; or

D [ Payment in equal installments of $ over a period of ,
to commence after release from imprisonment to a term of supervision; or

E [0 Payment during the term of supervised release will commence within after release from imprisonment.

The court will set the payment plan based on an assessment of the defendant’s ability to pay at that time; or
F Special instructions regarding the payment of criminal monetary penalties:
Payable to:  Clerk, U.S. District Court, 601 Rosenberg, Room 411, Galveston, TX 77550
*Restitution is due in accordance with the Bureau of Prisons’ Inmate Financial Responsibility Program. Any

balance remaining after release from imprisonment shall be due in equal monthly installments of $100 to
commence 30 days after release from imprisonment to a term of supervision.

Unless the court has expressly ordered otherwise, if this judgment imposes imprisonment, payment of criminal monetary penalties is
due during the period of imprisonment. All criminal monetary penalties, except those payments made through the Federal Bureau of
Prisons’ Inmate Financial Responsibility Program, are made to the clerk of the court.

The defendant shall receive credit for all payments previously made toward any criminal monetary penalties imposed.
0 Joint and Several

Case Number

Defendant and Co-Defendant Names Joint and Several Corresponding Payee,
(including defendant number) Total Amount Amount if appropriate

[0  See Additional Defendants and Co-Defendants Held Joint and Several.
[0  The defendant shall pay the cost of prosecution.
[0 The defendant shall pay the following court cost(s):

[0  The defendant shall forfeit the defendant’s interest in the following property to the United States:

Payments shall be applied in the following order: (1) assessment, (2) restitution principal, (3) restitution interest, (4) AVAA assessment,
(5) fine principal, (6) fine interest, (7) community restitution, (8) JVTA assessment, (9) penalties, and (10) costs, including cost of
prosecution and court costs.

25-40440.3079



