No. 25-3096

IN THE
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNTIED STATES

In Re: MARK T STINSON,
PETITIONER,

ON PETITION FOR A WRIT OF MANDAMUS
AND/OR PROHIBITION

PETITION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED AS A VETERAN

Mark T. Stinson

777 NW 155th Lane, Apt. 911
Miami, FL 33169-6180

Ph: (786) 299-7499

Email: mstinson1@bellsouth.net
Pro Se



I. Statement of Veteran Status and Background

COMES NOW, the Plaintiff-Appellant Mark T. Stinson respectfully
moves this Honorable Court to allow this motion for leave to proceed as a
veteran. This Petition is filed by Mark T. Stinson, a veteran of the United States
Army, seeking review of a non-decision by the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals
Circuit Judge’s, decision regarding the refusal to respond. Pursuant to Supreme
Court Rule 40, and relevant statutes, the Petitioner respectfully requests leave to
proceed in forma pauperis (IFP) as a veteran, thereby waiving the requirement for
prepayment of fees and costs.

L. Argument for Leave to Proceed IFP

e ] am a veteran of the U.S. Army, I have served my country honorably
from February 14, 1984, to February 15, 1988, also a tour of duty to the
Gulf War, from 12/10/1990 to 06/04/1991, where I was awarded the
National Defense Service Metal, Southwest Asia Service Metal with
Three Bronze Stars and an Overseas Service Ribbon. Attached hereto is
a copy of my form DD-214, which verifies my status as a veteran.

e I am a 100 % total and permanent disable veteran that has been
diagnosed with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder [PTSD]. My service
has instilled in me a profound respect for the rule of law and the judicial
system. This motion seeks permission from this esteemed court to allow
my case to be processed with consideration given to my status as.a

page 2 of 7



veteran. Attached hereto is a copy of my VA letter of Benefit
Information, which verifies my status as a veteran.

This veteran status entitles the Petitioner to certain benefits and protections
under the law, including the right to proceed without prepayment of fees in certain
legal actions. This is supported by Congress’s intent under 38 U.S.C. § 4323(h) and
Supreme Court Rule 40 which extends this privilege to veterans seeking to
establish reemployment rights or under any other provision of law exempting
veterans from the payment of fees or court costs. Under Sup. Ct. R. 40, veterans are
entitled to certain considerations in legal proceedings due to their service and

sacrifices made for our country. Arellano v. McDonough, (Supreme Court Case);

Brown v. Board of Bar Examiners, 623 F.2d 605 (9th Cir. 1980).
Petitioner is seeking review of the Eighth Circuit unreasonable prolonged delay.
Petitioners believe that this case presents a significant question of the violation of

constitutional rights and warrants review by this Court. Arevalo v. United States,

590 U.S. __ (2020) (Cert. denied); United States v. Oregon, 366 U.S. 643 (1961).

In Henderson v. Shinseki, 562 U.S. 428 (2011), the Court noted that “the VA’s
adjudicative process is not comparable to adversarial litigation” and that “veterans
are entitled to a liberal construction of their filings.” For example, in Skaar v.
McDonough, the Federal Circuit considered a class-action lawsuit brought by
veterans exposed to ionizing radiation during the cleanup of a nuclear accident.

The court’s decision highlights the importance of affording veteran access to judicial
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review.

The totality of Mr. Stinson’s. financial situation reflects significant limitations
on his ability to pay filing fees, and other associated costs of litigation without
jeopardizing his basic needs such as housing, food, insurance, and auto payments.

Petitioner “as a pro se veteran diagnosed with PTSD and suffering from
service — connected disabilities, I respectfully request that this Honorable Court
grant leave to proceed under Rule 40. My filings are made in good faith, and in

line with Haines v. Kerner, they should be liberally construed. Furthermore, in

light of my status as a veteran, the Court may consider Congress’s intent under 38

U.S.C. § 4323(h) to remove procedural barriers to justice for veterans.”

11. Basis for Relief Argument

Petitioner relies on the reasoning that veterans’ benefits and privileges should

be construed liberally in favor of the veteran. As supported by Rudisil v.

McDonough, 601 U.S. __ (2024); King v. St. Vincent’s Hospital, 502 U.S. 215 (1991),
where the Supreme Court interpreted veterans’ educational benefits in a manner
favorable to veterans, this Court should consider a similar liberal construction in

evaluating motions for leave to proceed as a veteran.

Furthermore. 28 U.S.C. § 1651(a) grants this Court the authority to issue writs

necessary or appropriate in aid of its jurisdiction.

page 4 of 7



Chambers v. NASCO, Inc., 501 U.S. 32 (1991); Petitioner argues that granting leave

to proceed as a veteran fall within this authority, especially when considering the
historical and statutory context favoring veterans.

Petitioner also requests that the Court consider the need for reasonable
procedural accommodations pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (42
U.S.C § 12131 et seq.). The right to habeas corpus is a fundamental constitutional
right, enshrined in the Suspension Clause of the U.S. Constitution, Article I,
Section 9, Clause 2, and affirmed by the Supreme Court as “the fundamental
instrument for safeguarding individual liberty against unlawful state action.”

Harris v. Nelson, 394 U.S. 286, 290 (1969).

III. Relief Sought

e I respectfully request that this Court grant me leave to proceed as a
veteran in this matter.
e This request is made in good faith and is not intended to cause delay
or prejudice against any party involved.
IV. Conclusion
WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons stated above, Mr. Stinson respectfully
prays that this Honorable Court should grant this Motion for Leave to Proceed as
a Veteran and allows the Petitioner to proceed in forma pauperis (IFP) in this

action.
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Respectfully submitted,

AT A

Mark T. Stinson

777 NW 155t Ln. Apt. 911
Miami, FL 33169-6180

Ph: (786) 299-7499

Email: mstinson1@bellsouth.net
November 11, 2025

Pro Se

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH TYPE-VOLUME LIMITATION,
TYPEFACE REQUIREMENTS, AND TYPE STYLE REQUIREMETS

As required by Supreme Court Rule 33.1(h), I certify that the petition for leave
to proceed as a veteran contains 909 words, excluding the parts of the petition
that are exempted by Supreme Court Rule 33.1(d).

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on November 11, 2025.

Mérk T. Stinson
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

February 17, 2025

Mark Tyrone Stinson In Reply Refer to:
777 Nw 1585th Ln Apt 911 XXK-XX
Miami, FL 33169 27/eBenefits

Dear Mr. Stinson:

This letter certifies that Mark Tyrone Stinson is receiving service-connected disability compensation from the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

The current benefit paid is as follows:

Gross Benefit Amount

Net Amount Paid
Effective Date December 1, 2024
Combpined Evaluation 100 percent

How You Can Contact Us

if you need general information about benefits and eligibility please visit us at hitps://www.cbenaiis.va.aov
or D Adanw ME IO

+ Call us at 1-800-827-1000. If you use a Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD), the number is 1-
800-829-4833.

Ask a guestion on the Internet at hilps://www.va goviconlact-ug.

Sincerely Yours,

Regional Office Director



