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Faith communities will also be harmed if TPS for Haitians terminates. Several
churches have already received threats of violence. Pastor Carl Ruby at Central
Christian Church in Springfield has received multiple death threats and continues to
receive multiple threatening calls daily because of his support of the Haitian

community. Amicus Br. App. 6a  21.

a-jersev-and-that-was-enough/U514574G5VCDVFEZLN2H6LTVM2U/ (credit to photo following
footnote).

33 Faith Bosland, Photograph of Springfield High School Men’s Soccer Team (2025) (on file with
author).
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Finally, the termination of the Haiti TPS designation threatens to separate
over a thousand U.S.-born children of Haitian parents if ICE’s threats of mass
deportation efforts come to pass. Approximately 1,500 U.S.-citizen children have been
born in Springfield to Haitian parents in recent years.3> ICE’s threats of mass
immigration arrests will ensure the separation of those children from their parents
if the parents lose lawful status. An influx of hundreds of children into Ohio foster

care would exacerbate a system that is already overwhelmed as a result of the opioid

34 Carl Ruby, Photograph of Sign Hung on Window of Central Christian Church (2024) (on file with
author).

35 Starr, supra note 8.

21



crisis.36 Further, DHS poses no alternative solution or plan to assist Haitian families
with obtaining U.S. passports so the children can reunite with parents.37

When DHS announced its intention to terminate Haiti’s TPS designation,
Springfield community members continued to unify and act. Springfield residents,
including longtime community members, showed that they are open to learning about
the background of Haitian immigrants and open to learning from new neighbors.
Amicus Br. App 21a § 15. Residents contribute volunteer hours at St. Vincent de Paul
to help Haitians and others in need, including helping United States citizen children
obtain passports in case of mixed-status family separation. Id. 12a 4 6. Native
Springfield residents have unified behind their Haitian neighbors because they see
how Haitians staying lawfully in the United States serves the public interest. They
are asking this Court to do the same.

* * *

If this Court wishes to see a specific example of the way in which Haitian TPS
holders benefit, not harm, U.S. communities, it need look no further than to examine
the experience of Amicus and other Springfield and Clark County residents. The
economic growth the Haitian community has brought to Springfield has created

opportunities for the city to improve infrastructure, expand businesses, grow faith

36 Legislative Budget Off. of LSC, Ohio Legislative Serv. Comm’n, Foster Care in Ohio (Apr. 2024),
https://www.lsc.ohio.gov/assets/organizations/legislative-service-commission/files/foster-care-in-
ohio.pdf.

37 Stephen Starr, The desperate drive to secure passports for thousands of US-born Haitian kids — before
it's too late, THE GUARDIAN (Jul. 4, 2025), https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2025/jul/04/passports-haitian-kids-tps-trump-administration.

22


https://www.lsc.ohio.gov/assets/organizations/legislative-service-commission/files/foster-care-in-ohio.pdf
https://www.lsc.ohio.gov/assets/organizations/legislative-service-commission/files/foster-care-in-ohio.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jul/04/passports-haitian-kids-tps-trump-administration
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jul/04/passports-haitian-kids-tps-trump-administration

communities, and enrich schools. All Springfield residents have the opportunity to
benefit from this impact.

By contrast, if TPS is terminated, Springfield and its non-Haitian residents
will face serious economic harm, including a substantial loss of tax revenue, rapid
workforce decline, and regression in recent business development. Most importantly,
threats to the Haitian community’s security have historically always brought threats
to the security of the entire Springfield community, including bomb threats to local
schools, churches, and government agencies.

Pastor Carl Ruby notes that in order for Springfield to recover from the trauma
1t has endured over the past two years, its residents must know that Springfield’s
Haitian friends, family, church family, employees, students, and neighbors are safe
and secure in the community. Protected immigration status and work authorization
for Haitian TPS holders provide security not only for Haitians, but for the entire
community in Springfield. Amicus Br. App 9a-10a § 33. As such, maintaining Haiti’s
TPS designation while lower courts decide this case on its merits is in the public
interest, particularly for communities like Springfield. This Court should therefore
deny Applicants’ stay application and allow this and similar cases, namely Noem et
al. v. Dahlia Doe et al, No. 25-2995, to receive lower courts’ full consideration on the
merits before this Court grants a writ of certiorari. Better development of the record
and a trial court decision are necessary to give proper consideration to how Haitian
TPS holders benefit communities like Springfield and consider the harm that will

befall these communities if Haiti’s TPS designation ends prematurely.
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CONCLUSION

The Court should deny the Government’s application.

DATED: March 16, 2026

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ KATHLEEN KERSH
KATHLEEN KERSH
Counsel of Record
RENEE MURPHY
RYAN DAVIS
TAYLOR FORD
KARLI GIBSON
Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc.
130 West Second Street, Suite 700 East
Dayton, OH 45402
kkersh@ablelaw.org
rmurphy@ablelaw.org
(937) 535-4408
(937) 535-4446

Attorneys for
SPRINGFIELD NEIGHBORS UNITED
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33.

family, who Central and other church congregations have grown to love. I and others who
follow Christ in Springfield are terrified for our Haitian church family and what will
happen to them if they return to Haiti. I have sat with many Haitian members of our
church as they wept out of pain for what they have endured in Haiti and fear if they are
forced to go back. I sat with one man who is a leader in our church who was imprisoned
and tortured in Haiti after he spoke out against the government’s corruption. The gangs
killed one of his lifelong friends, decapitated his body, and left it on my friend’s front
porch about a year ago. He cares for his family and two orphaned children who live in
Haiti and would love to be reunited with them, but he cannot return to Haiti because he
knows he will be killed. Another couple in our church are professionals, they fled Haiti
under gunfire and came to the United States to apply for asylum. In Springfield, they
have started a real estate business and a home healthcare business to care for our aging
population. What happens to those they care for if this couple has to leave Springfield?
How long will they be able to dodge actual bullets in Haiti? These are the questions that
keep me up at night, that have kept me from taking a break or having a day off in months.
People will ask me, why do you choose to defend the Haitian community in Springfield?
But it has never felt like a choice to me. People ask me, “Aren’t you afraid of the threats
that are being made against you?” And I say no, I have not given them a lot of thought.
Central is a very Jesus-centered Church. We focus on His teachings in our worship. Jesus
said to treat other people as you want to be treated. If my country were in ruin, and I were
fleeing for my life, I would want to be welcomed and protected.

It is so clear to me that what I am called to do as a Christian is to stand alongside our

Haitian brothers and sisters, to defend them and pray for the continuation of TPS. I do
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this not just for them, although they are worthy on their own, but for our entire
community in Springfield. If we are going to recover from the trauma we have endured in
the past two years, we must know that our Haitian friends, family, church family,
employees, students, and neighbors are safe and secure in our community. Their security
impacts the rest of us in Springfield.

34. 1 am asking this Court to please consider the devastating consequences our broader

community in Springfield will suffer if the stay is lifted and TPS is terminated.

I declare under penalty of perjury and under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is

true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Executed in Springfield, Ohio on: ,’ Zé)/ Zé
Da{e
(
(\\ A /
Dr. Carl Ruby
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DECLARATION OF DR. CATHERINE PEYROUX

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, upon personal knowledge, I hereby declare as follows:

L

My name is Catherine Peyroux. The facts set forth in this declaration are based on my
personal knowledge, unless otherwise indicated, and, if called as a witness, I could and
would testify thereto. I am sixty-five years of age and of sound mind to declare to the
facts stated herein.

My first career was as a historian of medieval Christianity. My last professional
appointment in the field was that of Associate Professor of the History of Christianity at
Drew Theological School at Drew University. I earned a Ph.D. from the History
Department at Princeton University in 1991.

I have been a resident of Springfield, Ohio since 2016. I grew up eight miles south of
Springfield, Ohio in Yellow Springs and moved back to the area for family reasons. I
earned an MA-TESOL (Master of Arts-Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages) degree from Wright State University in the spring of 2020 to allow me
effectively to teach English to speakers of other languages.

From August 2021 to May 2025 I worked for the Springfield City School District. For
two and a half of those years, I served as the EL (English Learner) Curriculum,
Assessment & Student Success Coordinator for Springfield City School District. I taught
and observed in classrooms across the district and assessed students from all the schools.
I led the overhaul of the school district’s English Learner (EL) program, and the
development of comprehensive ESOL materials and curriculum to serve students K-12.
In my last year, I returned full-time to the classroom to teach English Learner students at

Hayward Middle School.
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5. My direct work with the Haitian community started primarily from my leadership role
developing the EL program with the Springfield City School District and my teaching.

6. I am currently a member of Springfield Neighbors United, who are predominantly a
group of residents of Springfield who have lived or worked in this community for at least
a generation; this organization works to support Springfield residents, including
immigrants and those in the Haitian community. I volunteer once per week at St. Vincent
de Paul-Springfield Region to help neighbors apply for US passports for their citizen
children. I created and volunteered in an afterschool ESOL tutoring program at the local
public library until this month (February, 2026) when families became too anxious to
send their children for English instruction. I am involved in G92, a local group supporting
care and protection of the stranger, as is commanded in scripture for those of us who
profess a Christian witness. Finally, I am on the steering committee for the Amos Project,
which is a coalition of mostly pastors working to support the underserved on Springfield's
south side, and on the executive committee of the Springfield, OH chapter of the NAACP

(Unit 3201).

Community Before Haitians Came to Springfield

7. When I first moved to Springfield in 2016, the Springfield area was considered so
undesirable that I had to coax friends from Yellow Springs to visit me. There was a
general sense of intense dilapidation of the city. People openly spoke of fearing breaking
an axle on the roads because streets were in such disrepair. Entering the city, the exteriors
of industrial spaces on the south side were dilapidated and scary. In addition, the housing

stock in Springfield was in a fairly dire state, as I know because in May 2021 I
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volunteered to write a grant proposal with 1159 South, an organization which had been
founded to combat the pervasive civic blight in our city, that was trying to rehabilitate
housing at that time.

8. Between 2016 and the time Haitians largely began coming to Springfield in 2021, the
trajectory of the city had continued to sink into disrepair. Springfield lost major retailers
including Target, and for several years residents in the south of Springfield had no local
option to purchase necessities such as diapers or fresh produce with the 2018 closing of
the neighborhood Kroger grocery store. In addition, we were given to understand that
because the tax base was inadequate, there was observably not enough money to maintain
well-paved streets or inviting public spaces. I remember repeatedly volunteering with
non-profit initiatives (Springfield Promise Neighborhood) to pick up stray trash and
detritus on south-side streets because city services did not keep up.

9. The downward trajectory of Springfield matched the downward trajectory of the school
system where I worked. In 2021, when I joined the district, Springfield City School
District's (SCSD) ESOL instruction was frankly noncompliant with the law governing
English Learners' access to appropriate instruction (Lau v. Nichols, 1974; Castarieda v.
Pickard, 1981).

Haitians Coming to Springfield and Community Impact

10. When large numbers of Haitian immigrants began arriving in Springfield, there was
observably an initial stress on city services, including on the school system, due to
increased enrollment from students arriving at all times throughout the school year, and
the lack of competent programs, training, and tools to appropriately educate so many new

students for whom English was not their first or academic language. This stress exposed a

13a



i

12

13.

14.

district limitation that had already been present and actively harming children of other
immigrant communities in the city.

As time went on, the community began to collectively see the immense benefits that
Haitians brought to Springfield. The surge in population brought a significantly elevated
tax base, providing fresh funds for schools and roads, and an opportunity that SCSD took,
to its credit, to appropriately meet its obligations for Springfield's English Learners.

In addition, I witnessed the housing market become revitalized, including a drastic
increase in assessed property values (including my own home) and renovations of
swathes of long-neglected properties. There was also a shared benefit of significant
growth across economic sectors, including the revitalization of major manufacturing and
retail. I also saw the Haitian community play a major in the revitalization and racial
integration of churches in Springfield.

Where I worked at the Springfield City School District, the increased enrollment brought
the hiring of new ESOL teachers. As teachers across the district learned new skills and
developed new tools to help students move forward linguistically and academically, these
instructional strategies benefited students across the district of all backgrounds. I helped
the district bring in a state-funded literacy initiative that improved reading levels of all
the students in the test classroom, which we knew because we did an action research
evaluation of the initiative. Also, the school district developed and facilitated a bi-lingual
certificate that could be used to the advantage of all students academically and in
transitioning to employment.

In addition, I personally saw new Haitian students bring a joy and seriousness about

learning into classrooms across the district. I was meeting students who were the children
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of professionals, nurses, doctors, lawyers , etc., from Haiti. These were the children of
families whose expectations envisaged professional degrees for their children. Children
learn horizontally from each other as well as vertically from a classroom instructor, and it
created a gravitational pull that raised the level of expectation for other students. In sum,
the influx of new Haitian students was a gift to the whole district and demonstrably a net

positive for our city.

The 2024 Debate and Fallout

15,

16.

L&

By the summer of 2024, the initial pressures on the school system to manage the
absorption of a new population had largely subsided, and enrollment had stabilized and
also become manageable. There was also a general sense in Springfield that the initial
stress on the city was beginning to be reduced, and that we were together poised to reap
the benefits of a revitalizing community. However, there remained a negative public
discourse regarding past frustrations, led by what I believe was a very disproportionately
small faction in the community.

As an ESOL teacher at Hayward Middle School, I was keenly aware of the public
discourse about Haitians. I watched it go from Fox News to J.D. Vance talking about a
crisis, a crisis that was already subsiding here by then.

The comments themselves and the national discourse around them did violence to
Springfield. In my role as a teacher, I saw schools shut down because of bomb threats,
and in the Fall of 2024 in my homeroom students of all races and backgrounds
disappeared from the school for weeks at a time, because parents were so afraid to send

their children to school.
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19.

In the fallout from the comments and presidential debate, the community and the school
system had to heal. Hayward Middle School, where I worked, acted as a fortress against
the turmoil in the outside community.

As time passed following the comments, there was a sense that the Springfield
community became more strongly connected with each other, even as we were
abandoned by those pushing a false narrative from outside the community. There was and
remains in the organizations to which I belong a sense of care for each other including

our Haitian neighbors, and a shared protective anxiety.

Impact of TPS Termination on Springfield

20.

21.

If TPS is terminated, and a surge of enforcement officers arrives, I have repeatedly heard
Springfield residents of all backgrounds state that they will fear sending their children to
school, participating in community gatherings, and in many cases be too afraid to leave
the house at all. | have already started to see this personally. People are too afraid to send
their children to the afterschool ESOL tutoring program begun to support English
Learners' academic growth. The church-situated English language classes I taught on
Sunday afternoons have had to move on line out of fear for participants' safety. The (all-
English-language-speaking, all US-citizen) gospel choir I sing with cancelled all
February choir practices due to anxiety about the public safety of our members.

I believe the end of TPS would do an enormous violence to the financial stability of our

town. Springfield was in a persistent state of decline and economic malaise, and we were
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23,

just starting to pull out of it due to the increased population and material growth that was
spurred by the arrival of the Haitian community.

It seems all too likely that we will go back to shrinking both in population and in our tax
base. Sales tax is already regionally high in our city. That will leave the city without
revenue to finish improvements in progress. For example, needed repair and repaving of
streets is ongoing and not yet done, especially on the south side of the city. Badly needed
signage reminding drivers of the lowered speed limits near schools is in place only at one
school on a recently repaired road, and it follows logically that the city will not have
funds to place this signage at other schools if we face declining revenue.

I also believe that retail will again suffer without the customers. I fear that instead of the
expansion that population growth has sustained, the only grocery store on the south side
of Springfield where I live, Groceryland, will close and the area will return to being a
food desert.

In the time when Springfield came under direct hostile national attention in 2024, I paid
attention to employers like the owner of McGregor Metal saying how grateful he was for
the reliable, solid workers from Haiti. Those workers will be gone.

[ worry for all of our safety if TPS ends. I wonder if I go to deliver food to a neighbor,
will a federal enforcement officer who has been assured of impunity accuse me of
impeding and shoot me in the face? Also, if I go to deliver food to a neighbor, will I
endanger them? This is the level of anxiety that we are all now living with. I pray for the
day I can go back to just walking down the street without being afraid, and without my
students, of all complexions and nationalities and statuses, being afraid. I pray for

returned peace in our city.
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I declare under penalty of perjury and under the laws of the United States that the

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

N5
Executed in Springfield, Ohio on %\/ W\\/“l\ 9[’(

Do Dyf———

Dr. Catherine Peyroux

M,f’}o 2l
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DECLARATION OF MELANIE FLAX WILT
Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, upon personal knowledge, I hereby declare as follows:

1. My name is Melanie Flax Wilt. The facts set forth in this declaration are based on my
personal knowledge, unless otherwise indicated, and, if called as a witness, I could and
would testify thereto. I am forty-eight years of age and of sound mind to declare to the
facts stated herein.

2. Ihave been a resident of Clark County, Ohio my entire life. From 2017 through 2025, I
served as a Clark County Commissioner, where I represented residents of the city of
Springfield, which is the county seat.

3. T also own and operate a public relations firm that specializes in the sectors of food &
agriculture, rural health and communities. The headquarters for my firm is located in
downtown Springfield, Ohio.

4. As a Clark County Commissioner for nearly a decade, I worked on many challenges
facing the community, including housing and economic development.

Community Before Haitians Came to Springfield

5. Up until the Haitian immigrants came to Springfield, the city was in the midst of a
decades-long population decline. Springfield was a city built to accommodate 80,000 to
90,000 people, and we were operating with a population of closer to 50,000.

6. There were several reasons for the steady population decline, including young people
moving away for college or military service, and the loss of major employers. There
was a “brain drain” happening in Springfield.

7. By 2020, the city was not growing but was steady. We were making significant strides

on improving infrastructure, but hadn’t yet been able to get over the hump of decades
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of decline. We were always in a mode of trying not to lose more, and clawing our way
to keep what we had. Still, we were able to bring in new employers and planned major
projects. Then COVID hit and set us back.

8. Some big projects that were planned did not come to fruition. The projects that did

come to fruition created new jobs, for which employers had trouble hiring.

Haitians Coming to Springfield and Community Impact

9. When large numbers of Haitian immigrants came to Springfield, there was a positive
economic, cultural, and social impact.

10. The most immediate economic impact was that Haitian immigrants took lots of jobs
that needed to be filled, including many jobs in manufacturing and distribution that
other county residents were generally not applying for. This was a net benefit to the
community and the employers in Springfield, and throughout Clark County.

11. In addition, the Haitian population in Springfield largely shopped locally, bringing new
money into the economy. While I was out in the community, I often saw Haitian
immigrants shopping at local businesses, including iocal franchises of large stores like
Wal Mart, Marshalls, and Lowes, instead of going to Dayton or Columbus to shop.
Since Clark County is supported by sales tax, this also brought new tax revenue for
public projects and development.

12. Some Springfield residents were afraid that the newcomers would take resources, such
as SNAP benefits, from more established residents who needed them. This turned out to
be unfounded, as benefits provided to Haitians had no impact at all on resources

available to longtime residents.
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13. My personal experience in the community with Haitian immigrants has been very
positive. It has been great to see people taking part in the community, both
economically and socially.

14. From a cultural perspective, the surge of Haitian immigrants has brought new life to
Springfield. Sometimes in order to improve the culture in your community, you have to
recognize and break old habits. Haitian immigrants came and put a mirror up to us as a
community, and showed the community ways to adapt and learn. That has been the best
part—who we have become as a community by learning to embrace our Haitian
neighbors.

15. T have seen many longtime community residents seek to learn more about the
background of Haitian immigrants, and understand why they wanted to join our
community. This experience has opened our eyes and brought forward a willingness to
accept those who may not look like us or talk like us. Culturally it has made our

community open to making progress, and expanded our opportunities in every way.

Impact of TPS Termination on Springfield

16. If TPS is terminated, I believe it would have a negative impact on Springfield.

17. There is already a sense of anxiety among our Haitian and Hispanic neighbors, and any
immigration enforcement action could pull families apart and leave terrified children
here without their parents.

18. ICE is a different kind of law enforcement agency. I have worked with law
enforcement and the criminal justice system, and it seems that ICE operates with

different set of protocols, expectations, guardrails, and values than I have come to
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23;

respect within the Clark County Sherriff’s Office and the Springfield Police
Department.

My experience as a Clark County Commissioner makes me believe that ending TPS for
Haitians would damage the local economy.

If Haitian immigrants vacated their jobs, employers would not have anywhere new to
draw employees from, which I believe would create the type of employment attrition
we have seen in this area for decades. Businesses could not run at full capacity, creating
a negative effect on sales and production.

The biggest immediate financial impact would be a reduction in sales tax revenue,
which the county counts on for support. If you take an entire segment of the population
away, the tax revenue will suffer. That has the potential to create budget shortfalls for
projects throughout our community.

There are so many residents in our community who are open to new neighbors, to help
challenge us and help us grow. We want to learn from others.

We do want folks to immigrate through proper channels, and our Haitian neighbors
have done that. I don’t think it would be fair to change the rules in the middle of the

game.

I declare under penalty of perjury and under the laws of the United States that the

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Y :
Executed in Springfield, Ohio on gwuw(}'j/’ ‘;2 7 J A0 é’
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Melanie Flax Wilt
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