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It is well established that so-called “coalition districts” run afoul the Voting Rights Act and the
Fourteenth Amendment. In Petteway v. Galveston County, No. 23-40582 (5th Cir. 2024), the en banc

geographically compact enough to constitute more than 50% of the voting population in a single-
member district to be protected under the Voting Rights Act. See also Thornburg v. Gingles, 478 U.S.
30 (1986). Opportunity and coalition districts are premised on either the combining of two minority
groups or a minority group with white crossover voting to meet the 50% threshold. Neither meets the
first Gingle s precondition. Thus, the racial gerrymandering of congressional districts is unconstitutional
and must be rectified immediately by state legislatures.

It is the position of this Department that several Texas Congressional Districts constitute
unconstitutional racial gerrymanders, under the logic and reasoning of Petteway. Specifically, the record
indicates that TX-09 and TX-18 sort Houston voters along strict racial lines to create two coalition scats,
while creating TX 29, a majority Hispanic district. Additionally, TX-33 is another racially-based
coalition district that resulted from a federal court order years ago, yet the Texas Legislature drew TX-
33 on the same lines in the 2021 redistricting. Therefore, TX-33 remains as a coalition district.

Although the State’s interest when configuring these districts was to comply with Fifth Circuit
precedent prior to the 2024 Perteway decision, that interest no longer exists. Post-Petteway, the
Congressional Districts at issue arc nothing more than vestiges of an unconstitutional racially based

gerrymandering past, which must be abandoned, and must now be corrected by Texas.

Please respond to this letter by July 7, 2025, and advise me of the State’s intention to bring its
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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

July 9, 2025

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE

. .00 P\ o'CLOCK
Mr. Adam Bitter, General Counsel
Office of the Secretary of State JUL,09 2025
State Capitol Room 1E.8 f)

Austin, Texas 78701 S"ecrétary of State

Dear Mr. Bitter:
Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

A proclamation calling an extraordinary session of the 89th Legislature, to convene in the
City of Austin, at noon on Monday, July 21, 2025.

The original proclamation is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Respectfully submitted,

cutive Clerk to the Governor

GSD/gsd
Attachment
BROOKS PLAINTIFFS’
EXHIBIT
PosT OFFICE BOX 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VOICE) DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SER 2 5 4
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PROCLAMATION

BY THE

GBuoirernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of Texas, by the authority vested in me by
Article III, Sections 5(a) and 40, and Article IV, Section 8(a) of the Texas Constitution, do
hereby call a Special Session of the 89th Legislature, to convene in the City of Austin,
commencing at 12:00 p.m. on Monday, July 21, 2025, to consider and act upon the following:

Legislation to improve early warning systems and other preparedness
infrastructure in flood-prone areas throughout Texas.

Legislation to strengthen emergency communications and other response
infrastructure in flood-prone areas throughout Texas.

Legislation to provide relief funding for response to and recovery from the
storms which began in early July 2025, including local match funding for
jurisdictions eligible for FEMA public assistance.

Legislation to evaluate and streamline rules and regulations to speed
preparedness for and recovery from natural disasters.

Legislation to eliminate the STAAR test and replace it with effective tools to
assess student progress and ensure school district accountability.

Legislation reducing the property tax burden on Texans and legislation
imposing spending limits on entities authorized to impose property taxes.

Legislation making it a crime to provide hemp-derived products to children
under 21 years of age.

Legislation to comprehensively regulate hemp-derived products, including
limiting potency, restricting synthetically modified compounds, and
establishing enforcement mechanisms, all without banning a lawful
agricultural commodity.

Legislation further protecting unborn children and their mothers from the
harm of abortion.

Legislation prohibiting taxpayer-funded lobbying, including the use of tax
dollars to hire lobbyists and payment of tax dollars to associations that lobby
the Legislature.

Legislation, similar to Senate Bill No. 1278 from the 89th Legislature,
Regular Session, that protects victims of human trafficking from criminal
liability for non-violent acts closely tied to their own victimization.

Legislation that protects law enforcement officers from public disclosure of
unsubstantiated complaints in personnel files.

Legislation protecting women’s privacy in sex-segregated spaces.

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
RY OF STATE
SEC‘RE i "~ 0'CLOCK
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Governor Greg Abbott Proclamation
July 9, 2025 Page 2

Legislation proposing a constitutional amendment allowing the Attorney
General to prosecute state election crimes.

Legislation that provides a revised congressional redistricting plan in light of
constitutional concerns raised by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Legislation, similar to Senate Bill No. 648 from the 89th Legislature, Regular
Session, that provides strengthened protections against title theft and deed
fraud.

Legislation, similar to Senate Bill No. 1253 from the 89th Legislature,
Regular Session, that authorizes political subdivisions to reduce impact fees
for builders who include water conservation and efficiency measures.

Legislation, similar to Senate Bill No. 2878 from the 89th Legislature,
Regular Session, relating to the operation and administration of the Judicial
Department of state government.

The Secretary of State will take notice of this action and will notify the members of the
legislature of my action.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have hereunto signed my name and
have officially caused the Seal of
State to be affixed at my office in the
City of Austin, Texas, this the 9th
day of July, 2025.

Yy 2% 2

GREG AHBETT

Governor

Attested by:

ADAM BITTER
General Counsel
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
21 o0Pn~ 0'CLOCK
JUL 09 2025
LULAC App. 5
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State Defendants’ Response to Plaintiff-Intervenors’
and TXNAACP Motion for Preliminary Injunction

Exhibit AF

Attorney General Letter responding to DOJ

Defendants’
Exhibits

1466
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KEN PAXTON

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

July 11, 2025

The Honorable Harmeet K. Dhillon

Assistant Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division
950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20530
Harmeet.Dhillon@usdoj.gov

Dear Assistant Attorney General Dhillon,

I am in receipt of your July 7, 2025, letter concerning Texas congressional districts and
welcome a discussion both of the constitutionality of those districts, and how they can best serve
Texans. I fully support Governor Abbott calling a special session for the Texas Legislature to
conduct congressional redistricting to take advantage of recent changes to the legal and political
landscape.

As you know, I have stood shoulder to shoulder with President Trump in fighting for the
constitutional rights of Texans, and of all Americans. My office filed 107 lawsuits against the
unconstitutional policies of the Biden-Harris Administration, setting the constitutional framework
for opposing the liberal agenda including DEI, open borders, anti-gun hysteria, and transgender
procedures forced on children. I also filed the landmark 7exas ». Pennsylvania lawsuit and have
vigorously defended one of the most comprehensive election integrity bills anywhere in the
country. Nothing is more important to me or the office I am proud to lead than upholding the
Constitution and combatting the left-wing assault on American values.

We agree that the time for race-based decisions in government is over. As Chief Justice
Roberts wrote in SFFA v. Harvard, “ Eliminating racial discrimination means eliminating all of it.”
600 U.S. 181, 206 (2023). We also agree that Justice Kavanaugh has acknowledged temporal
constraints on race-based decisions required under Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. Allen ».
Milligan, 599 U.S. 1, 45 (2023) (Kavanaugh, J., concurring).

I am also keenly aware of the Fifth Circuit’s decision in Petteway ». Galveston County, 111
F.4th 596 (5th Cir. 2024) (en banc). My office successfully briefed that case’s implications for Texas

Post Office Box 12548, Austin, Texas 78711-2548 « (512) 463-2100 « www.texasattorneygeneral.gov
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congressional districts earlier this year. See First Amended Motion for Partial Judgment, LULAC
. Abbott, No. 3:21-cv-00259 (W.D. Tex. Feb. 15, 2025), ECF 848; see also Defendants’ Brief
Addressing the Effect of Petteway, id., ECF 815. Indeed, a coalition claim under the Voting Rights
Act brought against Texas Congressional District 18 has been dismissed under Petteway. See Order
Granting Motion to Dismiss, #d.,, ECF 972; see also Response to Order Requiring Additional
Briefing, 7d., ECF 917. Around the same time—which is to say, after the Petteway decision—your
office dismissed all of its claims against Texas election districts. I agreed with your decision in that
regard, and still do. I applaud your leadership and legal acumen in recognizing the futility of the
claims brought against Texas under the Biden-Harris administration.

We also agree that, had the Texas legislature felt compelled under pre-Petteway strictures to
create coalition districts, the basis for such decisions—as you say—‘“no longer exists.” However,
my office has just completed a four-week trial against various plaintiff groups concerning the
constitutionality of Texas’s congressional districts, as well as its State House and State Senate
maps. The evidence at that trial was clear and unequivocal: the Texas legislature did not pass
race-based electoral districts for any of those three political maps. Texas State Senator Joan
Huffman, who chaired the Senate Redistricting Committee, testified under oath that she drew
Texas districts blind to race, and sought to maximize Republican political advantage balanced
against traditional redistricting criteria. See, e.g., Tr. Jun. 7, 2025, PM Session at 33; Tr. Jun 9, 2025,
AM Session at 54. Dr. Sean Trende, renowned redistricting expert, testified on behalf of Texas that
its electoral maps correlate more closely with partisan advantage than any racial consideration. See
Tr. Jun. 9, 2025, AM Session at 67-177, id.

Finally, we agree that there have been substantial changes in the law since Texas drew its
congressional districts in 2021. In the four short years since then, the Supreme Court has issued
Milligan, SFFA, and Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP, 602 U.S. 1(2024).
At the same time, voting patterns in the state have undergone tremendous change, including—as
you are certainly aware—Texas’s historic support for President Trump in the 2024 Presidential
Election.

The Texas Legislature has led the Nation in rejecting race-based decision-making in its
redistricting process—it has drawn its current maps in conformance with traditional, non-racial
redistricting criteria to ensure Texas continues to adopt policies that will truly Make America Great
Again. As permitted by federal law, the congressional maps in 2021 were drawn on a partisan basis.
See Rucho v. Common Cause, 588 U.S. 684 (2019).

LULAC App. 8
TXRD25_021250
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For these reasons, I welcome continued dialogue about how Texas’s electoral districts can
best serve Texas voters without regard to outdated and unconstitutional racial considerations. My
office stands ready to support President Trump, Governor Abbott, and the Texas Legislature in
their redistricting goals and will defend any new maps passed from challenges by the radical Left.

Respectfully,

o Prselor

LULAC App. 9
TXRD25_021251
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Governor Abbott Announces Special Session Date, Initial
Agenda

*' gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-special-session-date-initial-agenda

June 23, 2025 | Austin, Texas | Press Release

Signs 1,155 Bills, Vetoes 28 Bills For 89th Regular Legislative Session

Governor Greg Abbott today announced the final list of 1,155 bills signed into law and

28 bills vetoed from the 89th Regular Legislative Session. Governor Abbott's veto statements
may be viewed here and here. The Governor also announced he will call a Special Session
to begin on Monday, July 21, along with an initial list of agenda items.  “Working with the
Texas Legislature, we delivered results that will benefit Texans for generations to come,” said
Governor Abbott. “Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick, Speaker Dustin Burrows, and the Texas
House and Senate worked hard to send critical legislation to my desk. This session has seen
monumental success, but there is more we can do.” All seven of Governor Abbott’s
emergency items passed the Texas Legislature and were signed into law:

e Property Tax Relief

e Generational Investment in Water

o Raise Teacher Pay

o Expand Career Training

e School Choice

o Bail Reform

o Creation of the Texas Cyber Command

Additionally, Governor Abbott:

o Signed 1,155 bills
o Vetoed 28 bills
o Signed the 2026-2027 General Appropriations Act and the Supplemental Budget

At this time, the Governor has identified several bills that were vetoed or filed without
signature that will be placed on the upcoming Special Session agenda for further
consideration:

» Senate Bill 3: Relating to the regulation of products derived from hemp, including
consumable hemp products and the hemp-derived cannabinoids contained in those
products.

Gonzales Plaintiffs

EXHIBIT

LULAC App. 10 35
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Dustin Burrows & [ +es
@Burrows4TX
Speaker Dustin Burrows Praises Texas House Passage of Congressional
Redistricting Bill

#Hixlege
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT
August 20, 2025 Kimberly. Carmichael{@speaker.texas.gov

Speaker Dustin Burrows Praises Texas House Passage of Congressional Redistricting Bill

AUSTIN, Texas — Speaker of the Texas House Dustin Burrows today issued the following
statement praising final passage of House Bill 4, the House’s congressional redistricting bill
answering Governor Abbott’s special session call:

“The Texas House today delivered legislation to redistrict certain congressional districts to
address concems raised by the Department of Justice and ensure faimess and accuracy in
Texans' representation in Congress. I want to thank Representative Todd Hunter for carrying
this bill and for his tireless efforts ensuring the new map is not only constitutional, but secures
Republican representation in Congress. Led by Chairman Cody Vasut, members of the House
Select Committee on Congressional Redistricting traveled across the state to hold hearings and
gather input from Texans, This work has helped us deliver the legal, remedied maps Texas voters
deserve. These past few weeks have not been easy, but the House members who showed up for
work every day have shown a dedication to their constituents that will not be forgotten. Today’s
passage of the congressional map has ushered in a new chapter of Republican unity, and I am
proud to have led my colleagues in this important achievement. The other items on the special
session call require the House to move past our differences, and | expect us to work together to
deliver relief to Texans and implement critical safeguards to keep our children and communities
safe from future disasters.”

6:59 PM - Aug 20, 2025 - 19.5K Views

Q 241 59 Q 231 [ds 1
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which is San Antonio, is now a 51.6-percent
Hispanic CVAP.

Now, let me give you some
information, data points, in comparison to the
2021 plan. The law has changed since 2021.
Population has changed since 2021. Voting
trends have changed since 2021.

In the 2021 plan, there were 9
-- that's 9 -- Hispanic majority voting age
districts. In this plan there are 10 Hispanic
majority voting age districts. In the 2021
plan, there were 7 Hispanic citizen voting age
districts; and under this plan, there are 8.

There were no majority Black
CVAP, Citizen Voting Age Population, districts
under the 2021 plan. In the proposed plan
today, there are 2 majority CVAP districts.
CD 18 is now 50.8 percent Black CVAP; in 2021
it was 38.8.

CD 30 is now 50.2 percent Black
CVAP; in 2021 it was 46 percent.

Now, overall, these are the
changes. There are primarily five. It does
affect congressional districts in, | think my

memory is, pretty much everybody but one in the

58
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REP. HUNTER: Correct.

REP. SPILLER: All right. And
S0, in fact, the opinion in the Petteway case
said several times that minority vote dilution
coalitions are impermissible. So, you know, it
overruled; and, specifically, is it your
recollection that the Petteway case overruled
that Campos case that previously --

REP. HUNTER: Thatis --

(Simultaneous speakers.)

REP. SPILLER: -- from 19887

REP. HUNTER: That is correct.

REP. SPILLER: Okay. So the law
changed; and, to your knowledge, in simple

terms, the Petteway case, to your knowledge,

67

was it ever appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court?

REP. HUNTER: In connection to
where it is in the process, | don't know. |
know the Fifth Circuit ruled, but | do not know
the legal process on where it stands today.

REP. SPILLER: To your
knowledge, as far as you know, the Supreme
Court has not considered --

REP. HUNTER: Right now the

Fifth Circuit case is what we're acting under.

Integrity Legal Support Solutions
Www.intelg‘Hy ‘eA‘g%l‘.A’sBBbcl)?t
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a couple of terms. In redistricting, in that
process, you're familiar with that term CVAP,
which my understanding is stand for Citizen
Voting Age Population; is that correct?

REP. HUNTER: That's correct.

REP. SPILLER: All right. And
you look to that; and, also, we sometimes hear
the word VAP, which is referring to Voting Age
Population, similar?

REP. HUNTER: That's correct.

REP. SPILLER: Allright. So
let's talk about District 18 in Harris County,
what is referred to as the Barbara Jordan
district. Is it your understanding that
District 18 was or it currently is a coalition
district?

REP. HUNTER: Let me pull up
some of the information that | have so | can
give you what | have.

| am not going to be able to
tell you that | personally know it's a
coalition-type district --

REP. SPILLER: Okay.

REP. HUNTER: -- but I can tell

you that, under this plan, that it becomes a

74
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real performing Black CVAP district.
REP. SPILLER: Right. And |
would submit to you that it is currently a
coalition district; under HB 4, it would not
be. Coalition districts are the type that are
addressed in the Petteway case; and so | would
submit to you that it goes from a coalition
district to a majority Black CVAP district,
being 58.1 percent Black.
REP. HUNTER: That is correct.
REP. SPILLER: Okay. And,
previously -- it's kind of redundant -- but
Blacks did not have a majority in that
district. And now, they do, under your plan;
is that correct?
REP. HUNTER: Again, previously,
| can't recall; but the 50.81 percent is the
data given to me, that CD 18 is now a Black
CVAP, Citizen Voting Age Population, district.
REP. SPILLER: Okay. Andis it
also fair to say that we heard testimony about
being compact and how some of these districts
looked -- we talked about gerrymanders, how
they looked like a salamander, how they looked

bizarre and they wrapped around. And was there

75
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certainly, you think District 18, under HB 4
meets that criteria and attempts to do that?

REP. HUNTER: It does and 18
does have a history and that does have
different patterns throughout history. If you
look at the original, | think in the '70s, to
this, it's kind of changed back to the history;
but it is probably a bit more compact and the
percentage for Black CVAP is better.

REP. SPILLER: All right. Let's
talk about District 9. My understanding is
District 9 was also a coalition district; and
under HB 4, it changes from a coalition
district to a majority Hispanic CVAP district.
Do you know whether that's correct or not?

REP. HUNTER: Well, what we're
doing, it moves -- District 9 is basically --
in 2021 the Hispanic CVAP was 25.73. The Black
CVAP was 45.06. In this proposal the Hispanic
CVAP is 50.41.

REP. SPILLER: Okay. All right.
So, previously, Hispanics did not hold a
majority in that district; and under this
scenario, under HB 4, they now do, correct?

REP. HUNTER: Well, according to

I

Integrity Legal Support Solutions
Www.intelg‘Hy ‘eA‘g%l‘.A’sBBb%Pt




Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB Document 1327-9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

HGSEOC B armittleAg 15529

the CVAP.

REP. SPILLER: Right.

REP. HUNTER: According to the
CVAP.

REP. SPILLER: Allright. Let's
talk about District 29. Under HB 4 | think it
went from a majority Hispanic CVAP to a
majority Hispanic VAP district. | don't know
if you know if that's correct. | would purport
to you that it is now a 55-percent Hispanic
district and should overwhelmingly perform
Democrat. Is that a fair statement?

REP. HUNTER: In connection with
29, if, under this plan, it becomes more
heavily Democrat -- | think the calculation is
plus 70 percent -- it moves from a Hispanic
majority CVAP district to what they call a
non-Hispanic majority CVAP district.

For example, in 29, the Black

CVAP goes from 18.31 percent in 2021 to 32.79

percent under this proposal.
REP. SPILLER: All right. Let

me -- lastly, | want to talk about District 7.

We heard some testimony in two different places

about -- at least two, if not three -- talking

78
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REP. SPILLER: All right. And
isn't it true, if you know, that 25 -- the
current Republican seats that are 25, that the
average partisan loss on those remaining, on
all those seats, is only about a 1.5-percent
difference, or less, Republican than they
currently are now? Are you aware of that?
REP. HUNTER: I'm not aware.
REP. SPILLER: Okay so you
wouldn't know that of the other two, the two
lowest performing -- were 55 percent and 57
percent -- but all the other 23 range anywhere

from 61 percent to 78 percent, which still

provides a strong Republican performing strict.

REP. HUNTER: And that makes
sense.

REP. SPILLER: And, again,
there's nothing wrong with that?

REP. HUNTER: Correct, under the
cases that you've --

REP. SPILLER: Correct.

So, in summary, is it your
testimony here today that you believe that the
map created under HB 4 is in compliance with

the Petteway case and in compliance with

81
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existing federal law?

REP. HUNTER: Yes.

REP. SPILLER: All right. And
do you believe that HB 4 is a congressional map
that the majority of Texans would approve and
desire?

REP. HUNTER: I think they will
approve, yes.

REP. SPILLER: Okay. And do you
believe that HB 4 is a Congressional map that
support the majority of Texans that voted for
President Trump's agenda for Texas and our
nation.

REP. HUNTER: Now, that, | don't
know because I'd have to go ask everybody; but
| think the political trend, the answer would
be, "Yes."

REP. SPILLER: And | would agree
with you.

| just want to -- in closing,
| just want to say | want to thank you for
the work that you've done, the study and the
expertise that you bring to this process.

And | think the State of Texas owes you,

Chair Vasut, and Speaker Burrows a debt of
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REP. THOMPSON: Okay. And did
he help you draw this map?

REP. HUNTER: Adam Kincaid?

REP. THOMPSON: Yeah.

REP. HUNTER: No.

REP. THOMPSON: Okay. So this
is a result of your work only?

REP. HUNTER: No.

REP. THOMPSON: Well, whose --
who is it the result of? It's not this
committee because | haven't had a thing, no
input except this --

REP. HUNTER: You're right. |
worked on the map with the law firm of Butler
Snow, like | did in 2021, and they provided me
the information and we gave it to the chairman
of this committee for me to file.

REP. THOMPSON: So I'm assuming
that they had experts also working with them.

REP. HUNTER: I'm presuming they
did.

REP. THOMPSON: Do you know who
they were.

REP. HUNTER: No.

REP. THOMPSON: Okay then. And

89
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REP. HUNTER: Yes.

REP. PIERSON: So in the
proposed map that you've introduced, this
district is now also more compact with those
less-intrusive boundaries and actually keeps
counties whole; is that accurate?

A. To the best of my knowledge, correct.

REP. PIERSON: And this is one
of the coalition districts that is one of the
new majority Hispanic CVAP districts; is that
correct?

REP. HUNTER: Well, again --
[SEVERAL SECONDS OF BLANK VIDEO.]
REP. HUNTER: --is 51.57

percent. It's an increase of 5.71 change.

REP. PIERSON: So given the
testimony that we did hear in the field
hearings from the citizens in San Antonio, the
way that you've drawn this district today gives
San Antonio its own district reconciling those
concerns; is that accurate?

REP. HUNTER: Correct.

REP. PIERSON: So since you've

established that the lines were drawn through
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the 2021 litigation.

REP. MANUEL: Okay.

REP. HUNTER: So I think we're
all presuming that there's been a decision by
the federal court, but 2021 maps are what
you're in right now.

REP. MANUEL: Correct.

REP. HUNTER: And that has not
been determined to be wrong and there was a
letter, but | don't -- my view is I'm going to
2025. And they can then review the map, if
passed, to tell me if it's okay or not.

REP. MANUEL: Okay. So -- and |
also just want to get something on the record.
So Congressional Districts 9, 18, 30, and 35
are each between 50 and 52 percent for Hispanic
and Black voting age, depending on different --
for their data. So that's just coincidence
that that happened if we're not, or was that
done intentionally?

REP. HUNTER: Which ones --

REP. MANUEL: The reason I'm
asking is because --

REP. HUNTER: -- are you asking,

9, 187
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REP. MANUEL.: 9, 18, 30, and 35.
They -- okay. | don't -- I'm not going to say
"packed" or "cracked." What I'm going to say
is Congressional Districts 9, 18, 30, and 35,
they're --

REP. HUNTER: We've increased
the CVAP is what you're saying?

REP. MANUEL: Yes, it's between
50 and 52 percent.

So is that just a coincidence
that we're not supposed to be looking at race;
but now, they've been all increased in either
Hispanic Voting Age Population or Black Voting
Age Population? If we're not supposed to be
looking at race, it's -- I'm just -- | know
some people say there are no coincidences; but
we have four districts that now are -- have
been increased with Black population; and | was
wondering if that was taken into consideration
when we added those to these current maps for
2025.

REP. HUNTER: No, some of those
you mentioned were not Black increased; they
were Hispanic.

REP. MANUEL: Or -- right
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because it's separate, but | was saying: Is it
a coincidence that that --

REP. HUNTER: Nothing's a
coincidence. It was increased, and probably
part of the reason it was increased was to
follow the compactness contiguous. And some of
the districts were historic, and so there's
been a growth; and you bring them back to the
configuration, they're going to go back to the
increase. Most of the ones that you have
referenced were maybe what Representative
Pierson said on the compact and the
configuration.

REP. MANUEL: Okay. Do we know
who at the law firm was the one whose hand was
on the mouse, making the maps? And if this was
answered already, | apologize.

REP. HUNTER: No, no, I'm glad
you asked it. I've been asked this for as long
as I've been in the legislature. Let me just
be honest with everybody.

REP. MANUEL: Uh-huh.

REP. HUNTER: You've got more
lawyers working for everybody in this building

today. | know which groups are working for
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who, and that's why everybody are going to law
firms. You are on the ones you want to
challenge, yes, you are because | know the
groups that are doing it; and you've done it
historically.

There is nothing wrong with any
member, any group, to go to a law firm and get
a bill prepared; and that is done regularly by
Democrats, Republicans, and anybody else.

So do | know who was the
specific person in the law firm --

REP. MANUEL: Yes, sir.

REP. HUNTER: -- who drew it?

No. Do I believe that it was a group inside a
law firm with probably some consultants?
Absolutely.

REP. MANUEL: Okay. Completely
understand that and everything else you said.

| guess -- and, please, again,
forgive my naivete if I'm not as intelligent, |
guess, as | should be --

REP. HUNTER: But you're the
sharpest dresser in the room.

(Laughter.)

REP. HUNTER: That's what you
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CHAIRPERSON VASUT: Yeah,
absolutely, one question.

Repetitive Turner recognized to
guestion the author.

REP. TURNER: Thank you,

Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Hunter, you had said
in response to Dean Thompson that Adam Kincaid
was not involved. | want to make sure |
understood your question clearly. Was that
your statement, that Adam Kincaid was not
involved with the drawing of this--

REP. HUNTER: Todd Hunter has no
knowledge of Adam Kincaid involved in this.

REP. TURNER: Because, the
reason | ask is in the Senate hearing earlier
this week, Chairman Phil King said clearly on
the record, "Unequivocally, Adam Kincaid is
drawing a map."

REP. Hunter: And just so you
know, sir, the first time | talked to Phil King
was yesterday; and he was just asking a
procedural. So | haven't even talked to him
prior to yesterday; and if the individual Adam

Kincaid was involved on this side, | have no
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knowledge, absolutely none.

REP. TURNER: So you have no
knowledge. Is it possible then, that, as you
were working with Butler Snow, that Adam
Kincaid actually sent the map to Butler Snow to
give to you? Is that what happened?

REP. HUNTER: | have no idea on
that. |1 do not know.

REP. TURNER: Okay. So you
didn't ask Butler Snow where they got the map?

REP. HUNTER: No. No, I've sat
down them with data, like I've done in the
past.

REP. TURNER: I'm sorry. Say
that again.

REP. HUNTER: I've sat down them
with data, like I've done in the past, and gone

into that. | generally do not go into the

128

specific -- [SEVERAL SECONDS OF BLANK VIDEO.]

CHAIRPERSON VASUT: Here for our
court reporter. What I'd like to do is stand
at ease for five minutes, and then you take a
little break.

Dean Thompson wanted me to

remind all of you to hydrate.
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legislature has said, "0Oh, well, we'll add
these minorities over here,”™ well, again, when
you start shifting people around, they found,
historically -- I want to say it was the 20 —--
around the 2010 redistricting, that what Texas
did 1s they decided to add basically low-
propensity Latinos in one of the districts so
that, again, that district would not be Latinos
being able to elect their representation
because they took people that they knew had a
low propensity to show up.

REP. PIERSON: And so on that
note, with these new lines, political
performance was taken into consideration,

JASMINE CROCKETT: That is what
we've heard from the bill author, vyes.

REP. PIERSON: And in previous
hearings, I mentioned specifically that in the
state of Texas President Trump did win the
majority of the Hispanic voters in the state;
and, Jjust to broaden that even further -- 1T
mean, those are the numbers. President Trump
did win the majority of the Hispanic votes in
the state; in fact, he flipped, I believe it

was, ten counties in the state.
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So don't you think that is
reflective of this map, this proposed map, that
the minorities who are here with the new
majority minority districts that have been
created, it is reflective?

JASMINE CROCKETT: No,
Representative, I don't.

REP. PIERSON: Okay.

JASMINE CROCKETT: Again, it's
just based upon -- I mean, this is just pure
math. Like, I'm not trying to pick who is
going to vote for who because, as 1t was stated
earlier, the idea that anybody is a monolith is
wild, anyway, right --

REP. PIERSON: Right.

JASMINE CROCKETT: -- because,
first of all, Latinos down at the border, they
are not the same as Latinos, say, in the DFW or
in Harris County. ©So I don't want to pretend
as 1f any minority group 1s a monolith, which
is one of the reasons that we talk about
communities of common interests, because we
work together and we function together and we
do things a little differently.

I mean, I'm sure there are even

194

Integrity Legal Support Solutions

www.inpﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg%ﬁ%i%ngupport

TXRD25 020134



Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB  Document 1353-29 Eiéqgsigo%g/r%gitfgge _82§ /olf /8§62 5

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Chair recognizes, Representative
Pierson to question the bill author.

REP. PIERSON: Thank you,
Chairman.

Chairman Hunter, it has been a
long night. So, I -- I am going to try to just
be brief. We've heard a lot of testimony,
particularly philosophy, opinions, and a lot of
projections. So, I just wanna run through a
few of the facts on this proposed map with you.

Chairman, this plan creates two
new Black CVAP districts, District 18 and
District 30. 1Is that correct?

REP. HUNTER: Yes.

REP. PIERSON: And in both 18
and 30, they perform solidly for Democrats., Is
that correct?

REP. HUNTER: It's my
understanding you're correct.

REP. PIERSON: Okay. The plan
also creates two new Hispanic CVAP districts,
that would be District 9 and 35. 1Is that
correct?

REP. HUNTER: Those are HCVAPs.

Yes -—-

822
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862
1| they didn't use your terminology. Your

2| terminology is not, to me, the same thing he
3| was saying. You're trying to -- to use the
41 word "coalition districts" and all that. We

5| talked about specific districts.

6 REP. TURNER: Okay. It was an
7| HVAP.
8 REP. HUNTER: It was -- s0,

9| let's talk about specific districts. All

10| right.

11 REP. TURNER: All right. So,

12| for example, CD 18 was purposely altered so to
13| be a Black CVAP majority district rather than a
14| 38.8 percent Black CVAP district, right?

15 REP. HUNTER: CD 18 was drawn to

16| be a 50.81 percent CVAP, which is 11.82 change

17| plus.

18 REP. TURNER: Okay. So, that
19| was —-- that was the purpose of that change?
20 REP. HUNTER: I don't know 1f

21| that's the only purpose, but that's the effect.
22 REP. TURNER: Okay. And -- and
23| similarly, the proposed CD 35 was purposely

24| changed to increase its Hispanic CVAP to be

25| above 50 percent, correct? Yeah. I think
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that's one of the ones you alluded to.
REP. HUNTER: 51.57 percent.
REP. TURNER: Uh-huh.
REP. HUNTER: And it also has
political performance involved --

REP. TURNER: Right.

REP. HUNTER: -- in all of this.
REP. TURNER: But it -- but the
Hispanic CVAP did =-- did increase to over 50

percent?

REP. HUNTER: 51.57.

REP. TURNER: All right. And
so, then in the CD 30, the Black CVAP was also

purposely increased to be over 50 percent,

correct?

REP. HUNTER: CD 30, the HCVAP
is --

REP. TURNER: That just...

REP. HUNTER: -— 24, ..

REP. TURNER: Black CVAP. Black
CVAP.

REP. HUNTER: Oh, I'm sorry.
Well, let's Jjust do both, just so everybody
knows. HCVAP was 24.93 percent. Black CVAP is

50.41 percent.
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REP., TURNER: Right.

REP. HUNTER: And, in 2021, the
Black CVAP was 46 percent. And, in 2021, the
HCVAP was 24.4 percent. So, it went up in
both.

REP. TURNER: Okay. And CD 9
was likely purposely changed. So, likewise,
purposely changed. So, it'll be slightly above
50 percent Hispanic CVAP, instead of being a
coalition district. Is that right?

REP. HUNTER: Again, because of
Petteway. I'm hesitant to just generally use
the words "coalition district"™ since we Jjust
talked about how we use Petteway and our
Supreme Court case. But —--

REP. TURNER: But that's the
whole reason we're here.

REP. HUNTER: -- the proposed
Hispanic...

REP. TURNER: Well, the DOJ said
that we gotta go dismantle the coalition
district.

REP. HUNTER: Mr. Turner, you
and I have already talked. You keep saying,

"we're here because of DOJ." I'm not saying
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constitutional concerns because they alleged
that there are coalition distriets that were
drawn according to race, despite...

REP. HUNTER: That's what the
DOJ put in the letter?

REP. TURNER: Yes.

REP. HUNTER: Great.

REP. TURNER: And I'm -—- and

REP. HUNTER: But what does
the...

REP. TURNER: And I'm sure
you've read the letter, Mr. Hunter.

REP. HUNTER: No. You and I
don't agree. You're trying to tie it, and I'm
saying, "that's general." I'm not going to tie
the Governor to your guestion. We don't agree.

REP., TURNER: All right.

REP. HUNTER: It is exactly —--
the Democrats are looking one way and the
Republicans are shaking their head the other
way. That's why we disagree on this Bill.

REP. TURNER: All right. Well,
I'm going to go back to my -- my guestion. 8o

-- so just to -- just to -- we —-—- we got a
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little off track, but with €D 9 is to -- just
te c¢lose the loop on that. It was also
purposely changed so that the Hispanic CVAP
would be over 50 percent now.

REP. HUNTER: 50.41 percent.

Correct.

REP. TURNER: All right. Thank
you.

So, is there any evidence or
analysis, that under the curve map -- because
you —-- because you've really leaned into this

argument of "we've increased the HCVAP in these
districts and we've increased the Black CVAP in
these two districts,™ and that that's a -- a
good thing about this map, based on what I
heard of your explanation earlier today in your
conversation with Mr. Wilson just now.

Is there any evidence or
analysis that shows, under the current map,
that Black voters in CD 18 or CD 30 are unable
to elect the candidate of their choice under
—--under the current map.

REP. HUNTER: You're -- and the
question was what?

REP. TURNER: Is there any
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evidence or data you have that would suggest
that Black voters in CD 18 or CD 30 are unable
to elect the candidate of their choice --

REP. HUNTER: I —— I don't have
any evidence.

REP. TURNER: -- in current
configuration?

REP. HUNTER: I don't have --
you said, "do I have evidence?"™ T don't. I
don't have any evidence.

REP. TURNER: Okay. All right.
Similarly, is there any evidence, or data, that
shows the Latino voters in the existing CD 35
are unable to elect the candidates of their
choice?

REP. HUNTER: As I told you, I
don't have any data or any evidence. But to
me, at the very beginning, even though we talk
about HVAP and even though we talk about BVAP,
and even though we have created five new
districts -- yes, political performances isn't
all in them -- but also, I believe anybody can
win these districts, and I've said that from
the beginning.

It's not a guarantee for
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anybody, and that's where I think we all have a

disagreement among folks here.

REP. TURNER: Yeah. Has —-- has
Butler Snow conducted a racially polarized
voting analysis within the new CD 9 to
ascertain who the candidates of choice are
between Hispanic voter -— with Hispanic voters
and also with Anglo voters?

REP. HUNTER: I don't know.

REP. TURNER: You don't know.
Qkay. So, we learned in the El1 Paso federal
redistricting trial, or —-— or in at least in
discovery to depositicons leading up to the
trial -- that the Attorney General's office,
sald they create a software program back in
2021 to do their own racially polarized voting
analysis of any redistricting plans, and that
all the plans offered in 2021 were run through
that software, including the plans you
authored.

So, have -- has the Attorney
General's office analyzed this plan with that
software for racially polarized wvoting
analysis.

REP. HUNTER: I do not know if
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they have.

REP. TURNER: You haven't asked
them to?

REP. HUNTER: No. I haven't
asked anybody on that.

REP. TURNER: Okay. What's the
basis and evidence for purposely changing the
racial makeup of districts to change them so
that a single racial group constitutes the
majority of the district's population?

REP. HUNTER: I —— I don't
understand your question.

REP. TURNER: Well, okay. And
you —— you —- you mentioned this in your
layout, this morning, that there's going to be
now eight districts with majority Hispanic
CVAP, two districts with --

REP. HUNTER: Okay. Got it.

REP. TURNER: -—- a majority
Black CVAP. You just discussed that --

REP. HUNTER: Yes. We just did
that.

REP. TURNER: -- with Mr.
Wilson. 8o, what is the basis and evidence for

purposefully doing that?
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map?

SENATOR KING: I'm assuming it was a product of
the House author and their counsel.

SENATOR COOK: But you haven't actually had a
conversation with him about that, or you have?

SENATOR KING: | haven't talked to him about that.

SENATOR COOK: Okay. So -- yeah. So, you can't
name people who like gave instructions for crafting
boundaries or any lines specifically?

SENATOR KING: No.

SENATOR COOK: Okay. So, when did you first see
this draft map?

SENATOR KING: | guess, it was Monday when it was
laid out in the House committee if | have my days right.

SENATOR COOK: But you saw it the same time
everybody else in committee saw it and it was when the
messenger handed it to you in committee?

SENATOR KING: Yes.

SENATOR COOK: Did you or anyone on your staff or
anything see it before then?

SENATOR KING: They saw it the same time | did.

SENATOR COOK: Then, how did your legal counsel
get it to scrub it?

SENATOR KING: We notified them to go online, take

it off the web, pull it down from the website and look at it.
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SENATOR COOK: And how did you know what the

number was and all of that?

SENATOR KING: Well, actually, | want to correct
that. That's not correct. We found out about it because the
House Counsel called our counsel and said there's a new map
coming out and then they contacted my chief of staff and that
was Monday.

SENATOR COOK: Okay. So, House Counsel reaches
out to your counsel, says go pull the map and -- but you guys
never even knew what the map number was until it landed on
your desk in committee hearing?

SENATOR KING: No.

SENATOR COOK: Okay. Nobody that's paid by you?

SENATOR KING: No.

SENATOR COOK: Okay. It's kind of wild to me,

I'll be honest. I didn't know that's how it works. And |
think you've said multiple times, like, this is -- you're
trying -- you're establishing, right, the DOJ letter did not
impact you in any way?

SENATOR KING: No, none at all.

SENATOR COOK: Okay. And are you aware, like, had
your legal counsel seen the DOJ letter?

SENATOR KING: Yes.

SENATOR COOK: Have y'all had any conversations

about it or anything that --
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Www.intelg‘rIT{y ‘eA‘gg%l‘.A’sBBbger




Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB  Document 1327-19  Filed 10/01/25

Page 1 of 106

kkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkkhkkhkhhkhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkkkhkkhkkkhkikix

TRANSCRIPTION OF AUDIO
SENATE CHAMBERS

Friday, August 22, 2025 (PART II)

kkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkhkkkhkkhkhhkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkkkhkkhkkkhkkkix

BROOKS PLAINTIFFS’
EXHIBIT

319-T

LULAC App. 73



Gwendolyn Kelly
Plaintiff's Exhibit


Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB DOCU@&&%Z&HmeQLeM{QHZ% 2313g854 of 106

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

14
barely Hispanic, just over the 50 percent mark. CD-18, a

coalition district in the current plan, in your opinion?
SENATOR KING: Again, to determine if something is
a coalition district, you have to look at racial data, and |
have not looked at racial data.
SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Is CD-22 a coalition district?
SENATOR KING: | would have to give the same
answer to that to any district you ask me about, of the 38.
SENATOR GUTIERREZ: So you didn't look at race, we
can go on and on and on, and you're going to say -- give me
the same answer that you didn't look at race as a
consideration or make any of these maps because you didn't
actually make the maps, correct?
SENATOR KING: That's correct.
SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Other people made the maps.
SENATOR KING: That is correct.
SENATOR GUTIERREZ: And you don't know whether
those people looked at race in creating these maps, do you?
SENATOR KING: What I -- No. All | can tell you
is -- and | haven't inquired as to who physically drew the
maps. | haven't inquired as to the process, who all was
involved in that. All I can tell you is that | am confident
that the map does not violate the VRA or any other applicable
law, and that it also will make at least five districts

perform better for a Republican candidate.
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SENATOR GUTIERREZ: I'm going to try to keep my

temperature down at this level because | think it's

important, but | find it interesting that you keep going back

to this notion that you don't know. You were told, you know.
You didn't make the maps. You didn't call the people that
make the maps. They didn't communicate with you. You don't
know who they are. You never saw them. What kind of level
of preparedness is that on this very important matter?

You're supposed to believe some person that you don't even
know who made these?

SENATOR KING: As I've said before, House Bill 4
meets all legal criteria, and it will promote the election of
more Republican Congressional Members.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Okay. That's great, but
that's not what the United States Justice Department said.
They said that these race-based considerations from these
special districts were created, making them unconstitutional
coalition districts. So they had to, if you take the inverse
of this, they had to have used race in making their
assessments. They had to take race into consideration.
Correct? That's what they say in this letter.

SENATOR KING: As far as | know, they haven't
written any letter in regard to HB-4. If you're speaking of
the existing 2021 map, that letter states those conclusions,

but | have not seen, nor do | know of anyone who's seen, any
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Kincaid? Tell us about what that conversation was like.

SENATOR KING: I've talked to Adam Kincaid three
times in the last probably couple of months --

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: The what? | don't mean to
interrupt. The last time | asked you this, you said you did
not speak to Adam Kincaid, so now you did.

SENATOR KING: No. No.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Yeah, you did.

SENATOR KING: No. No. No. No. We haven't talked
about this map in detail. What I -- | spoke to Adam Kincaid
when all the rumors first started. Again, I'm trying to
remember correctly, but as | recall - to the best of my
recollection -- the first time | talked to Adam Kincaid, and
| had known him years ago, is we'd spoken on a panel or two
together. When the media first started discussing
redistricting, |1 had called him and asked him if he was
involved in that process, and he said he was.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: When was that conversation?

SENATOR KING: It was before this committee was
appointed.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Two months ago?

SENATOR KING: Yeah. Probably. Whenever it all
started first coming out on TV. Then -- and we were all
trying to figure out if there was going to be a special

session and all that, and if it was really for real something

38
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going on.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Who is we? You and him?

SENATOR KING: Yeah. Ijust called him. | was
kind of surprised | had his mobile number, actually, but |
did. I ran into him at ALEC.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Time out. | apologize. You
have his mobile number. Do you guys text?

SENATOR KING: Not that | recall.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Okay. | was just asking.
Sorry, go ahead. So the second time you ran --

SENATOR KING: | ran into him at the ALEC Annual
Conference this summer.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: How'd that go?

SENATOR KING: We visited a few minutes. |
specifically told him, "Don't tell me anything you're doing
with regard to map drawing. Don't tell me about the details
of any map if you're involved in it."

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Okay. So, so, so you knew
that he was doing the map drawing.

SENATOR KING: Yes.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: But earlier, you said you
didn't know the map drawers.

SENATOR KING: | knew that he was involved in the
redistricting process, and | called him that first time and

said, "Hey, are you involved in all of this? s this for
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real? That they're pushing for redistricting?" Something to
that effect.

He said, "Yeah. How are you doing? Haven't
talked to you in years. See you later.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: All right.

SENATOR KING: Then we talked at ALEC, and we sat
down for a few minutes, and | specifically told him, "Don't
tell me anything about the maps you're drawing. | don't want
to discuss that."

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: I'll give you the benefit of
the doubt. Earlier, when you said you didn't know the map
drawers, that was just, you now remembered that you spoke --

SENATOR KING: Yeah.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Okay. So Adam is a map
drawer. Okay. We got that now.

SENATOR KING: Yeah. He's CEO or President or
something of the --

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Republican Redistricting
Trust.

SENATOR KING: Yeah. You came up with the correct
name for it the other day, or Miles did -- National
Republican Redistricting Trust.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: There you go.

SENATOR KING: It's been around a long time.

SENATOR GUTIERREZ: Third conversation, which one

40
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whole, was an overriding requirement for creating a legal

map.

SENATOR ECKHARDT: What was the specific purpose
in creating a CD-35 with a Hispanic citizen voting age
population of 51.6 percent?

SENATOR KING: | haven't looked at that racial
data, so | can't answer that.

SENATOR ECKHARDT: Sure, you can. What was the
purpose of a Hispanic district at 51.6 percent?

SENATOR KING: I've already answered that.

SENATOR ECKHARDT: Is your answer that you don't
know?

SENATOR KING: Yes.

SENATOR ECKHARDT: So you don't know why the
population, the Hispanic population, in that district, which
is currently at higher than 51.6 percent, went down to 51.6?

SENATOR KING: No. | haven't looked at any racial
data.

SENATOR ECKHARDT: But your law firm and whoever
draw -- drew the map did, correct?

SENATOR KING: They did whatever was appropriate
to determine if the map complied with the VRA and other
applicable law.

SENATOR ECKHARDT: So your testimony is it would

not be appropriate for you to look at race, but it was
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1mpose coalition districts while at the very same time ensuring that we will
maximize the ability of Texans to be able to vote for the candidate of their
choice.

Steven Dial

Republicans defended this map for years.

Gov. Greg Abbott

Sure. And as they rightly should have, because the map that was drawn was
drawn before this recent court decision that said coalition districts were not
required. And the map, I believe, as drawn, could be upheld. That said, we're
no longer compelled to have coalition districts. And as As a result, we can
draw maps, not have coalition districts, and through that process,
maximizing the ability of Texans to be able to vote for their candidate of
choice. And listen, one thing about this also, and that is this is a national-
based issue. Don't think that Texas is the only state that's doing this. Texas
1s the first in line because our primaries are earlier. Our filing deadline is a
few months away here in December. There are other states that are
Democrat states across the country where their election process begins much
later who have been talking about doing this very same thing. So this is a
national-based issue as well.

Steven Dial

You mentioned national. There's been criticism of you saying you're letting
President Trump call the shots.

Gov. Greg Abbott

Listen, people are always going to lodge criticisms. I'm not worried about

LULAC App. 81
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And this 1s too complex, too weird, and too inconsistent with equal
protection. And so we wrote to Texas telling them that even though that law
had been struck down a couple of years ago, their districts are now not in
compliance with the federal voting rights laws, and so they needed to take
action to fix them.

That i1s what triggered the Texas legislature and the Texas governor to
call the legislature into session to put new maps together, and that is what
caused all these Democrats to spitefully flee the jurisdiction to avoid there
being a quorum.

And so I think this is very interesting. You can see that from the
extreme reaction of certain people that they are very concerned. And you've
seen members of Congress come out and you've seen Governor Gavin
Newsom from my former state of California come out and troll governors of
other states over this, that this is an existential threat to the seats that have
been gerrymandered for minority congressional candidates who get in there
and then keep them for years.

And some of these districts stretch 200 miles and they go around
multiple counties and they cross bodies of water and they violate concepts in
the voting rights laws that have to do with compactness of districts,
contiguity of districts and respect for political subdivisions. For example, the
types of lines that are drawn for state legislative districts, these
congressional monster districts They look like snakes and they, I mean,

they're really quite ridiculous. And so the Supreme Court is actually going to

2
LULAC App. 83



https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761
https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=1E0E6B89DC11874B&id=1E0E6B89DC11874B!sedc4493bfb824d609115566405f31761

Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB  Document 1327-27  Filed 10/01/25 Page 1 of 7

Transcript of

August 6, 2025 NPR Redistricting Video

BROOKS PLAINTIFFS’
EXHIBIT

327-T

LULAC App. 84



Gwendolyn Kelly
Plaintiff's Exhibit


10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB  Document 1327-27  Filed 10/01/25 Page 2 of 1

Ailsa Chang: The fight over redistricting in Texas drags on as Democrats
continue to deny state Republicans a quorum for a vote. Texas Governor Greg
Abbott has called for the arrest of Democrats who fled the state this week,
and he is asking the state Supreme Court to remove Gene Wu, the chair of

the state's Democratic caucus.

Meanwhile, Democrats have vowed to stay out of the state of Texas
until late August when the special session ends. So, what is next in this

redistricting standoff, and how might Republicans in the state move forward?

Well, for more on that, we're joined now by Representative Tom

Oliverson, Chair of the Texas House Republican Caucus. Welcome.
Rep. Tom Oliverson: Thank you, Ailsa. It's a pleasure to be with you.

Ailsa Chang: It's a pleasure to have you. So this congressional map. It's
being redrawn after your party already drew it in 2021. And one of the main
objections to what you all are doing is that Texas Republicans are doing this

only because President Trump asked you to do so.

Let me just ask you directly. Is that true? Are you redoing this map

now specifically because of the president's request?

Rep. Tom Oliverson: No, we are not. And in fact, the first conversations
that I heard about and had myself regarding redistricting began before the
legislative session began in January as a result of a court case where a

federal appeals court basically rejected the idea of the coalition districts as

1
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being consistent with the Voting Rights Act.

Ailsa Chang: That said, President Trump does say that Republicans are,
“entitled to five more seats in Texas.” Do you agree with that, you are entitled

to five more seats?

Rep. Tom Oliverson: So I am on the main redistricting committee also, but
I'm not on the special select committee that's reviewing these particular

maps.

Ailsa Chang: Okay, so you're just not sure how you're entitled to or what's

the hesitation there?

Rep. Tom Oliverson: I think what I would say is that I know that we
certainly have the right to look at the maps and make changes. I think the
courts have consistently held that redistricting for purposes of political

performance by either party is acceptable.

Much has been said about the state of Illinois, where a lot of my
Democrat colleagues have taken refuge as being, you know, essentially a

state that overperforms for the Democrat Party by more than 30 points.

Ailsa Chang: Do you believe that Republicans are entitled to more seats?

You just don't know quite what the number is.

Rep. Tom Oliverson: I have been told, from a high-level perspective, is that
the majority of the redistricting work has centered around with these

particular seats that the majority of them are more compact than what they
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Texans, as the minority party, uh, with a very small minority, they argue
that their only way to stop this redistricting effort is to deny Republicans in
the statehouse a quorum. So that's why they do, that's why they're doing

what they're doing, just to provide their explanation.

The Texas Tribune reports that in June, you told Texas Republican
delegation in Congress that you were reluctant to add redistricting to the

legislative agenda in Austin.

The Tribune says that President Trump then called you to discuss
redistricting, and you agreed to put it on the special session agenda. Would
you have gone forward with redistricting if President Trump had not

personally gotten involved and asked you to do this?

Gov. Greg Abbott: To be clear, Jake, this is something that I've been
interested in for a long time. First of all, I've been involved in redistricting

litigation for more than 20 years now.

Second, one thing that spurred all of this is a federal court decision that
came out last year. By the way, a case that was filed by Democrats, the
federal court decision that came out last year said that Texas is no longer
required to have coalition districts in it. And as a result, we had drawn maps

with coalition districts in it.

Now we wanted to remove those coalition districts and draw them in

ways that in fact turned out to provide more seats for Hispanics. For

3
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example, four of the districts are predominantly Hispanic. It just coincides--

it's going to be Hispanic Republicans elected to those seats.

One thing that's happened in the state of Texas is the Hispanic
community, a lot of it, have decided they're no longer with the Democrats who
believe in open border policies, who believe in going against our law
enforcement who believe that men should play in women's sports and they
instead align with the Republicans. What we want to do is to draw districts
that give those Hispanics and African-Americans in the state of Texas the

ability to elect their candidate of choice.

Jake Tapper: That's not really, I mean, you're doing this to give Trump and
Republicans in the House of Representatives five additional seats, right? I

mean, that's the motivation is to stave off any midterm election losses.

Gov. Greg Abbott: Again, to be clear, Jake, the reason why we're doing this
1s because of that court decision. Texas is now authorized under law that
changed that was different than in 2021 when we last did redistricting, under
new law as well as new facts that surface in the aftermath of the Trump
election, showing that many regions of the state that historically had voted
Democrat that were highly Hispanic now chose to vote Republican and vote
for Trump as well as other Republican candidates. Districts where the
electorate voted heavily for Trump, they were trapped in a Democrat
congressional district that have every right to vote for a member of Congress

who's a Republican, we will give them that ability.

4
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second year in office, in her final term, she and her family just checked her
into a dementia center in Texas, and nobody represented that congressional
district for like 6 to 8 months or something. And I don't recall you saying

anything then.

Gov. Greg Abbott: I have the authority to apply the Texas Constitution to
these members of the Texas House of Representatives. With regard to
members of Congress, that's going to be up to the congressional delegation

and to the federal laws of which the state would have no control over.

What I do have control over, Jake, is what we're dealing with right
now. And that is I called a special session. I put items on the agenda. And by
Texas law, those runaway Democrats are required to act on that agenda.
They're failing to do their duty. So there's a violation of state law that allows

me to seek the removal of those who've abdicated their responsibility.

Let's play this out. If they do not get removed by this court, this process
1s going to continue. I'm going to call special session after special session after
special session. They could remain in hiding for literally years, tying the
hands of the state of Texas from performing essential government needs.
That cannot be allowed. And that's exactly why I should prevail in my
lawsuit to have this Democrat removed from office because they are denying

Texas the ability to conduct business.

Jake Tapper: I mean, not entirely, though, right? Because, I mean, there

are filing deadlines for candidates in September and November, and then in

6
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March, of course, would be the primaries in Texas. So they really, I mean, I'm
not, I'm not advocating this, but they really only need to wait you out until

the fall.

Gov. Greg Abbott: Yeah. Sorry, Jake, that's not the case, because I can call
a special session at any time to have these districts redrawn. And even if we

get to and beyond the filing deadline, we are still going to redraw these maps.

Before we've done this, what we can do again, and that is have two
different elections, one for all the other candidates on the ballot, one for

members of Congress. And that's exactly what we'll do this time.

If they think all they have to do is wait it out until November,
December, they're wrong. I'm going to do this for the next two years and
they're going to have to basically take up residency in Illinois, they might as

well start voting in Illinois.

Jake Tapper: Well, let me ask you just this final question, sir, as a bigger
picture item, which is what's unusual about this is that you're attempting to
do it in 2025 as opposed to waiting till the end of the decade is normally is

when the redistricting takes place.

You've explained the Supreme Court decision that led you to do this.
But what's going on, obviously, is not happening in Texas. It's not happening
in a vacuum. We have Democrats in California and New York and other
states saying, well, if Governor Abbott does this in Texas, we're going to add

five Democratic seats. Are you not worried at all about a redistricting,

7
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