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Enroiled, An Act,

Relating to primary elections; to authorize & new
spepial primary election for Congressional districts affected
by a federal court ruling under certain circumstances; to
require the Governor to call a special primary election for
afrected Congressional districts under certain conaitions and

to set an election calendar; and to provide further for the

gualification of affectea candidzates.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE O ALABAMA:

Section 1. (&) It is the intent of the Legislature that
a special primary election, as contemplated in this section,

be held only in the event a federal court issues or vacates an

order affecting the boundaries of Congressional districts in a
time frame that allows for a supplemental special primary

election during the 2026 CGeneral Election cycle.

(b) In the event: (i) a federal court, by issuing a
judgment or by vacating an injuﬁction, permits the
reinstatement of the last legislatively enacted Congressional
districts, as enacted by Act 2023-563 of the 2023 Second
Special Session, to be used in the 2026 General Election, and
(ii) the court ruling is made at a time too late to be
accommodated during the normzal 2026 primary election schedule
held or to be held in accordance with Chapter 13 of Title 17,
Code of Alabama 1975, the state shall hold a new special
primary election for the affiected Congressional Districis in

~

accordance with this section, so long as certification of

special primary election can be completed by August 26, 2026.
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(c} (1) Upon a federel court making a ruling described

in subsection (b), the CGCovernor shall issue a proclamation

t*h

pet

ng for a special primary eleciion to be held as soon as
possible for the affectea Congressional districis, consistent
witn subsection (b). Notwithstanding any state law to the
contrary, the Governor shall set z calendar for the election
as requilred to effectuate the purposes 0f this section,
provided the dates specifiéd in the election calendar do not
violate federal law. A special primary election held pursuant
to this section shall be reguired for the affected
Congressional districis regardless of wnhether a regular
primary election was held for the affected Congressional
districits using the previous boundary lines.

(2) Notwithstanding any state law to the contrary, the
candidate who receives the greatest number of votes at the

special primary election shall be deemed the winner ana party

th
bty

nominee of that primary election, and no primary runo
election shall be held.
(d) No candidate shall be deemed the party nominee 0f &

political party for an affected Congressional office based

},J

4]

ts of the regular primary election if a new

solely on the resu

special primary election :is held pursuant to this section. Any

1y

official certification of resulis of the regular primary
election for an affected Congressional office is void for
purposes of determining the party nominee once a new special
primary election is required under this section. However, a

candidate who was eligible and qualified for the regular

primary election for an aifected Congressional district office
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shall remain eligible to appear on the balliot for the new

J=t

€S notc

t

special primary election, subject to laws and party ru
inconsistent with Chapter 13 of Title 17, Code of RAlabama

1975, The certification of a nominee for an affecited office

b=

shall be based solely on the resulis of the new specisa

on.

=)

primary election conducted under this sect

-1y
4

(e) (1) Nothing in this section prohibits a pvarty o

choosing its candidates by any means allowed by law other than
by primary election.

(2) Nothing in this section shall alter the timing of
regular primary elections when no change in district
boundaries has occurred as described in subsection (b).

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter

the adate scheduled for the 2026 General Election.

Section 2. This act shall become efrfective immediately.
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