No. 25-847
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

OCTOBER TERM, 2025

STATE OF ALABAMA,
Petitioner,
V.
BRANDON DEWAYNE SYKES,

Respondent.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Angela L. Setzer, a member of the Bar of this Court, certify that
on February 17, 2026, as required by Supreme Court Rule 29, I served a
copy of the enclosed Brief in Opposition to the State of Alabama’s Petition
for Writ of Certiorari to the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals, along
with a motion to proceed in forma pauperis, on the Alabama Attorney
General’s Office by depositing these documents in the United States mail,

with first class postage pre-paid and properly addressed to:

RECEIVED
1 FEB 19 2026

QUPRENE (86T T




Steve Marshall

A. Barrett Bowdre

Robert M. Overing

Cameron G. Ball

Office of the Attorney General of Alabama
Criminal Appeals Division

501 Washington Avenue

Montgomery, AL 36130
Barrett.Bowdre@AlabamaAG.gov

espec fl)lny Submitted,

GELA L. SETZER
COUNSEL OF RECORD
SOFIA MCDONALD
Equal Justice Initiative
122 Commerce Street
Montgomery, AL 36104
Phone: (334) 269-1803
Fax: (334) 269-1806
Email: asetzer@eji.org
smcdonald@eji.org

February 17, 2026 Counsel for Respondent



