IN THE

Supreme Court of the United States

FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT,
Petitioner,
V.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Respondent.

ON PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO THE
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT

APPENDIX TO PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Taylor D. Gilliam

Assistant Federal Public Defender
FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER’S OFFICE
1901 Assembly Street, Suite 200
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Telephone: 803-765-5085

Email: Taylor_Gilliam@fd.org
Counsel of Record for Petitioner



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Unpublished Opinion of
The United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit
Entered January 26, 2026 ............coeeiiiiiiieeiiiiiieee e Al

Judgment of
The United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit
Entered January 26, 2026 .............ouuiiieeeeiiiiieiiiiieeee e A5

Judgment in a Criminal Case of
The United States District Court for the District of South Carolina
Entered June 16, 2025 .......coouuiiiiiiiiiiiie e A6

1A



UNPUBLISHED

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT

No. 25-4358

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff - Appellee,
V.
FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT,

Defendant - Appellant.

Appeal from the United States District Court for the District of South Carolina, at
Columbia. Mary G. Lewis, District Judge. (3:24-cr-00406-MGL-1)

Submitted: January 22, 2026 Decided: January 26, 2026

Before AGEE, RICHARDSON, and HEYTENS, Circuit Judges.

Affirmed by unpublished per curiam opinion.

ON BRIEF: Taylor D. Gilliam, Assistant Federal Public Defender, OFFICE OF THE
FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER, Columbia, South Carolina, for Appellant. Bryan P.
Stirling, United States Attorney, Andrea G. Hoffman, Assistant United States Attorney,
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, Charleston, South Carolina, for
Appellee.

Unpublished opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
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PER CURIAM:

Frederick Siou Beaufort pleaded guilty to possession of a firearm and ammunition
by a convicted felon, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(1). The district court sentenced
Beaufort to 27 months’ imprisonment, on the lower end of his Sentencing Guidelines range.
On appeal, Beaufort argues that § 922(g)(1) is both facially unconstitutional and
unconstitutional as applied to him following New York State Rifle & Pistol Ass ’'n v. Bruen,
in which the Supreme Court held that a firearm regulation is valid under the Second
Amendment only if it “is consistent with this Nation’s historical tradition of firearm
regulation.” 597 U.S. 1, 17 (2022). Beaufort further asserts that the sentence is
procedurally and substantively unreasonable. We affirm.

Two of our decisions foreclose Beaufort’s challenges regarding § 922(g)(1). In
United States v. Canada, we considered and rejected a constitutional challenge to
§ 922(g)(1), holding that “Section 922(g)(1) is facially constitutional because it has a
plainly legitimate sweep and may constitutionally be applied in at least some set of
circumstances.” 123 F.4th 159, 161 (4th Cir. 2024) (citation modified). Likewise, in
United States v. Hunt, we held that neither Bruen nor United States v. Rahimi, 602 U.S.
680 (2024), “abrogates [our] precedent foreclosing as-applied challenges to Section
922(g)(1) and those decisions thus remain binding.” 123 F.4th 697, 702 (4th Cir. 2024),
cert. denied, 145 S. Ct. 2756 (2025). Thus, Beaufort’s challenges regarding § 922(g)(1)
fail.

As to Beaufort’s challenges to the reasonableness of his sentence, we review “all

sentences—whether inside, just outside, or significantly outside the Guidelines range—
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under a deferential abuse-of-discretion standard.” United States v. Torres-Reyes, 952 F.3d
147, 151 (4th Cir. 2020) (internal quotation marks omitted). In conducting this review, we
first ensure that the sentence is procedurally reasonable, “consider[ing] whether the district
court properly calculated the defendant’s advisory guidelines range, gave the parties an
opportunity to argue for an appropriate sentence, considered the 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)
factors, and sufficiently explained the selected sentence.” Id. (internal quotation marks
omitted). When imposing a sentence, “the district court must make an individualized
assessment based on the facts presented[,] . . . state in open court the particular reasons
supporting its chosen sentence,” and “address the parties’ nonfrivolous arguments in favor
of a particular sentence.” United States v. Provance, 944 F.3d 213, 218 (4th Cir. 2019)
(internal quotation marks omitted). If the court rejects those arguments, it must explain
why in a manner allowing for meaningful appellate review. Id.

If a sentence is procedurally sound, we then review the substantive reasonableness
of the sentence. Gall v. United States, 552 U.S. 38, 51 (2007). “When considering the
substantive reasonableness of a prison term, we examine the totality of the circumstances
to see whether the sentencing court abused its discretion in concluding that the sentence it
chose satisfied the standards set forth in § 3553(a).” United States v. Arbaugh, 951 F.3d
167, 176 (4th Cir. 2020) (citation modified). “Any sentence that is within or below a
properly calculated Guidelines range is presumptively [substantively] reasonable,” and that
presumption can only be rebutted by showing that the sentence is unreasonable when
measured against the § 3553(a) factors. United States v. Louthian, 756 F.3d 295, 306 (4th

Cir. 2014).
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Beaufort argues that his sentence is procedurally unreasonable because the district
court failed to give sufficient reasons for the sentence, did not adequately address his
motion for a downward variance, failed to provide an individualized assessment, and did
not consider mitigating evidence of his recent contributions to the community. We have
reviewed the record and conclude that the court sufficiently explained its reasons for
imposing a sentence at the lower end of the advisory Guidelines range. Specifically, in
ruling on his downward variance and imposing the sentence, the district court addressed
Beaufort’s arguments by weighing his postarrest conduct against the seriousness of
possessing a weapon as a felon, and the need to deter him and others from possessing
firearms in the future. We further conclude that Beaufort’s sentence is substantively
reasonable as the court recognized Beaufort’s contributions to the community since his
arrest but emphasized the need for deterrence. Beaufort has failed to overcome the
presumption of reasonableness applied to his within-Guidelines sentence.

Accordingly, we affirm the judgment of the district court. We dispense with oral
argument because the facts and legal contentions are adequately presented in the materials
before this court and argument would not aid the decisional process.

AFFIRMED
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FILED: January 26, 2026

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT

No. 25-4358
(3:24-cr-00406-MGL-1)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Plaintiff - Appellee

V.

FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT

Defendant - Appellant

JUDGMENT

In accordance with the decision of this court, the judgment of the district
court is affirmed.

This judgment shall take effect upon issuance of this court's mandate in
accordance with Fed. R. App. P. 41.

/ss NWAMAKA ANOWI, CLERK
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AO 245B (SCDC Rev. 10/20) Judgment in a Criminal Case
Sheet 1

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

District of South Carolina

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA % JUDGMENT IN A CRIMINAL CASE
v. )
g Case Number: 3:24-406-001-MGL
FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT g USM Number: 19886-511
) Taylor Gilliam
) Defendant’s Attorney
THE DEFENDANT:
X pleaded guilty to count(s) 1 of the Indictment
[] pleaded nolo contendere to count(s)
which was accepted by the court.
[] was found guilty on count(s)
after a plea of not guilty.
The defendant is adjudicated guilty of these offenses:
Title & Section Nature of Offense Offense Ended  Count
18:922(g)(1) & 924(a)(8) Please see Indictment 9/3/2023 1
The defendant is sentenced as provided in pages 2 through 6 of this judgment. The sentence is imposed pursuant to
the Sentencing Reform Act of 1984.
[] The defendant has been found not guilty on count(s)
1 Count(s) [1is [ are dismissed on the motion of the United States.

[1 Forfeiture provision is hereby dismissed on motion of the United States Attorney.
It is ordered that the defendant must notify the United States attorney for this district within 30 days of any change of name,
residence, or mailing address until all fines, restitution, costs, and special assessments imposed by this judgment are fully paid. If ordered to

pay restitution, the defendant must notify the court and United States attorney of material changes in economic circumstances.

June 12, 2025

Date of Imposition of Judgment

s/Mary Geiger Lewis

Signature of Judge

Mary Geiger Lewis, United States District Judge

Name and Title of Judge

June 16, 2025

Date
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AO 245B (SCDC Rev. 10/20) Judgment in Criminal Case

Sheet 2 — Imprisonment

Judgment — Page 2 of

DEFENDANT: FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT
CASE NUMBER: 3:24-406

IMPRISONMENT

The defendant is hereby committed to the custody of the Federal Bureau of Prisons to be imprisoned for a

total term of: twenty-seven (27) months.

The court makes the following recommendations to the Bureau of Prisons:

The defendant is remanded to the custody of the United States Marshal.

The defendant shall surrender to the United States Marshal for this district:

] at [l am. [ pm on
[] as notified by the United States Marshal.

The defendant shall surrender for service of sentence at the institution designated by the Bureau of Prisons:

[] before 2 p.m. on

X as notified by the United States Marshal.

[] as notified by the Probation or Pretrial Services Office.

RETURN

I have executed this judgment as follows:

at

Defendant delivered on to

, with a certified copy of this judgment.

UNITED STATES MARSHAL

By

DEPUTY UNITED STATES MARSHAL
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AO 245B (SCDC Rev. 10/20) Judgment in a Criminal Case
Sheet 3 — Supervised Release

Judgment—Page 3 of 6

DEFENDANT: FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT
CASE NUMBER:  3:24-406
SUPERVISED RELEASE

Upon release from imprisonment, you will be on supervised release for a term of: three (3) years.

MANDATORY CONDITIONS

You must not commit another federal, state or local crime.

. You must not unlawfully possess a controlled substance.

3. You must refrain from any unlawful use of a controlled substance. You must submit to one drug test within 15 days of release from
imprisonment and at least two periodic drug tests thereafter, as determined by the court.

N —

[1 The above drug testing condition is suspended, based on the court's determination that you
pose a low risk of future substance abuse. (check if applicable)

4. [ You must make restitution in accordance with 18 U.S.C. §§ 3663 and 3663A or any other statute authorizing a sentence of
restitution. (check if applicable)

X You must cooperate in the collection of DNA as directed by the probation officer. (check if applicable)

6. [ Youmust comply with the requirements of the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (34 U.S.C. § 20901, et seq.) as
directed by the probation officer, the Bureau of Prisons, or any state sex offender registration agency in the location where you
reside, work, are a student, or were convicted of a qualifying offense. (check if applicable)

7. O You must participate in an approved program for domestic violence. (check if applicable)

You must comply with the standard conditions that have been adopted by this court as well as with any other conditions on the attached
page and the following special conditions:
1) You must submit to substance abuse testing to determine if you have used a prohibited substance.
2) You must contribute to the cost of any substance abuse testing, treatment, location monitoring, and/or other program services if
ordered as a condition of supervision not to exceed the amount determined reasonable by the court-approved U.S. Probation
Office’s “Sliding Scale for Services,” and you will cooperate in securing any third-party payment, such as insurance or Medicaid.
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AO 245B (SCDC Rev. 10/20) Judgment in a Criminal Case
Sheet 3A — Supervised Release

Judgment—Page 4 of 6

DEFENDANT: FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT
CASE NUMBER: 3:24-406

STANDARD CONDITIONS OF SUPERVISION

As part of your supervised release, you must comply with the following standard conditions of supervision. These conditions are
imposed because they establish the basic expectations for your behavior while on supervision and identify the minimum tools needed by
probation officers to keep informed, report to the court about, and bring about improvements in your conduct and condition.

1. You must report to the probation office in the federal judicial district where you are authorized to reside within 72 hours of your
release from imprisonment, unless the probation officer instructs you to report to a different probation office or within a different
time frame.

2. After initially reporting to the probation office, you will receive instructions from the court or the probation officer about how and
when you must report to the probation officer, and you must report to the probation officer as instructed.

3. You must not knowingly leave the federal judicial district where you are authorized to reside without first getting permission from
the court or the probation officer.

4. You must answer truthfully the questions asked by your probation officer.

5. You must live at a place approved by the probation officer. If you plan to change where you live or anything about your living
arrangements (such as the people you live with), you must notify the probation officer at least 10 days before the change. If
notifying the probation officer in advance is not possible due to unanticipated circumstances, you must notify the probation officer
within 72 hours of becoming aware of a change or expected change.

6. You must allow the probation officer to visit you at any time at your home or elsewhere, and you must permit the probation officer
to take any items prohibited by the conditions of your supervision that he or she observes in plain view.

7. You must work full time (at least 30 hours per week) at a lawful type of employment, unless the probation officer excuses you from
doing so. If you do not have full-time employment you must try to find full-time employment, unless the probation officer excuses
you from doing so. If you plan to change where you work or anything about your work (such as your position or your job
responsibilities), you must notify the probation officer at least 10 days before the change. If notifying the probation officer at least
10 days in advance is not possible due to unanticipated circumstances, you must notify the probation officer within 72 hours of
becoming aware of a change or expected change.

8. You must not communicate or interact with someone you know is engaged in criminal activity. If you know someone has been
convicted of a felony, you must not knowingly communicate or interact with that person without first getting the permission of the
probation officer.

9. Ifyou are arrested or questioned by a law enforcement officer, you must notify the probation officer within 72 hours.

10. You must not own, possess, or have access to a firearm, ammunition, destructive device, or dangerous weapon (i.c., anything that
was designed, or was modified for, the specific purpose of causing bodily injury or death to another person such as nunchakus or
tasers).

11. You must not act or make any agreement with a law enforcement agency to act as a confidential human source or informant without
first getting the permission of the court.

12. If the probation officer determines, based on your criminal record, personal history or characteristics, that you pose a risk to another
person (including an organization), the probation officer, with the prior approval of the Court, may require you to notify the person
about the risk and you must comply with that instruction. The probation officer may contact the person and confirm that you have
notified the person about the risk.

13. You must follow the instructions of the probation officer related to the conditions of supervision.

U.S. Probation Office Use Only

A U.S. probation officer has instructed me on the conditions specified by the court and has provided me with a written copy of this
judgment containing these conditions. For further information regarding these conditions, see Overview of Probation and Supervised
Release Conditions, available at: www.uscourts.gov.

Defendant's Signature Date
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AO 245B (SCDC Rev. 10/20) Judgment in a Criminal Case
Sheet 5 — Criminal Monetary Penalties

Judgment — Page 5 of 6

DEFENDANT: FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT
CASE NUMBER: 3:24-406

CRIMINAL MONETARY PENALTIES

The defendant must pay the total criminal monetary penalties under the schedule of payments on Sheet 6.

Assessment Restitution Fine AVAA Assessment* JVTA Assessment**
TOTALS $ 100.00 $ $ $ $
[] The determination of restitution is deferred until . An Amended Judgment in a Criminal Case (A0 245C) will be

entered after such determination.
[ The defendant must make restitution (including community restitution) to the following payees in the amount listed below.

If the defendant makes a partial payment, each payee shall receive an approximately proportioned payment, unless specified otherwise
in the priority order or percentage payment column below. However, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3664(i), all nonfederal victims must be
paid before the United States is paid.

Name of Payee Total Loss*** Restitution Ordered Priority or Percentage

TOTALS $ $

[] Restitution amount ordered pursuant to plea agreement $

(1 The defendant must pay interest on restitution and a fine of more than $2,500, unless the restitution or fine is paid in full before the
fifteenth day after the date of the judgment, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3612(f). All of the payment options on Sheet 6 may be subject
to penalties for delinquency and default, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3612(g).

[ The court determined that the defendant does not have the ability to pay interest and it is ordered that:

[0 the interest requirement is waived for [] fine [0 restitution.

[0 the interest requirement for [0 fine [ restitution is modified as follows:

* Amy, Vicky, and Andy Child Pornography Victim Assistance Act of 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-299.
** Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-22.

*** Findings for the total amount of losses are required under Chapters 109A, 110, 110A, and 113A of Title 18 for offenses committed on
or after September 13, 1994, but before April 23, 1996.
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AO 245B (SCDC Rev. 10/20) Judgment in a Criminal Case
Sheet 6 — Schedule of Payments

Judgment — Page 6 of 6

DEFENDANT: FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT
CASE NUMBER:  3:24-406

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Having assessed the defendant’s ability to pay, payment of the total criminal monetary penalties is due as follows:

A X Lump sum payment of $ 100.00 due immediately, balance due

[0 not later than , or
[] inaccordancewith [1 C [J D, [ E,or ] F below; or

B [] Payment to begin immediately (may be combined with []C, [1D,or []F below); or

C [ Payment in equal (e.g., weekly, monthly, quarterly) installments of $ over a period of
(e.g., months or years), to commence (e.g., 30 or 60 days) after the date of this judgment; or

D [] Payment in equal (e.g., weekly, monthly, quarterly) installments of $ over a period of
(e.g., months or years), to commence (e.g., 30 or 60 days) after release from imprisonment to a

term of supervision; or

E [ Payment during the term of supervised release will commence within (e.g., 30 or 60 days) after release from
imprisonment. The court will set the payment plan based on an assessment of the defendant’s ability to pay at that time; or

F [ Special instructions regarding the payment of criminal monetary penalties:

Unless the court has expressly ordered otherwise, if this judgment imposes imprisonment, payment of criminal monetary penalties is due
during the period of imprisonment. All criminal monetary penalties, except those payments made through the Federal Bureau of Prisons’
Inmate Financial Responsibility Program, are made to the clerk of the court.

The defendant shall receive credit for all payments previously made toward any criminal monetary penalties imposed.

[ Joint and Several

Case Number
Defendant and Co-Defendant Names Joint and Several Corresponding Payee,
(including defendant number) Total Amount Amount if appropriate

[] The defendant shall pay the cost of prosecution.

O

The defendant shall pay the following court cost(s):

XI The defendant shall forfeit the defendant’s interest in the following property to the United States:
As directed in the Preliminary Order of Forfeiture, filed 4/2/2025 and the said order is incorporated herein as part of this judgment.

Payments shall be applied in the following order: (1) assessment, (2) restitution principal, (3) restitution interest, (4) AVAA assessment,
(5) fine principal, (6) fine interest, (7) community restitution, (8) JVTA assessment, (9) penalties, and (10) costs, including cost of
prosecution and court costs.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COLUMBIA DIVISION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) CRIMINAL NO.: 3:24-cr-00406-MGL
)
v. )
)
FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT )

PRELIMINARY ORDER OF FORFEITURE
AS TO FREDERICK SIOU BEAUFORT

This matter is before the court on the motion of the United States for a Preliminary Order
of Forfeiture as to Defendant Frederick Siou Beaufort, (“Beaufort,” “Defendant’), based upon the
following:

1. On May 21, 2024, an Indictment (“Indictment”) was filed charging Beaufort with
possession of a firearm and ammunition, after having been convicted of a felony punishable by
more than a year in prison, in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 922(g)(1), 924(a)(8), and 924(e);

2. Pursuant to Fed. R. Crim. P. 32.2(a), the Indictment contained a forfeiture
allegation providing that upon Beaufort’s conviction, certain properties enumerated therein, or
equivalent substitute assets, would be subject to forfeiture to the United States. As specified
therein, such assets include, but are not limited to the following:

Firearm:

Glock, Model 19X, 9mm Caliber Pistol
Serial Number: BKCG394

Asset ID: 23-ATF-040374
Ammunition:

Miscellaneous rounds of 9mm ammunition
Asset ID: 23-ATF-040375

Order, p. 1 of 4
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3. On March 18, 2025, Beaufort entered a plea of guilty as to Count 1 of the
Indictment.

4. Based upon Defendant’s conviction, the court has determined that the property
described above is subject to forfeiture, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1) and 28 U.S.C. § 2461(c).

5. The court has determined that the government has established the requisite nexus
between the said property subject to forfeiture and the offense for which BEAUFORT has been
convicted; therefore, the United States is entitled to a preliminary order of forfeiture, subject to the
provisions of 21 U.S.C. § 853 governing third party rights.

Accordingly, it is hereby ORDERED,

1. The below-described property, and all right, title, and interest of the Defendant,
Beaufort, in and to such property, is hereby forfeited to the United States of America, for
disposition in accordance with law, subject to the rights of third parties in such property under 21
U.S.C. § 853(n):

Firearm:

Glock, Model 19X, 9mm Caliber Pistol
Serial Number: BKCG394

Asset ID: 23-ATF-040374

Ammunition:

Miscellaneous rounds of 9mm ammunition
Asset ID: 23-ATF-040375

2. Upon entry of this Order, the United States Attorney is authorized to conduct proper
discovery in identifying, locating, or disposing of the described property, or other substitute assets,

in accordance with Fed. R. Crim. P. 32.2(b)(3); and to commence proceedings that comply with

statutes governing third party rights, if applicable.

Order, p. 2 of 4

A13



3. The United States shall publish notice of this Order and its intent to dispose of the
personal property in such manner as the Attorney General may direct. The United States may also,
to the extent practicable, provide written notice to any person known to have an alleged interest in
the said property.

4. Upon entry of this Order, the United States is authorized to seize the above-
described property as directed by the United States Attorney’s Office and to commence
proceedings that comply with statutes governing third party rights.

5. Any person, other than the named Defendant, asserting a legal interest in the subject
property may, within thirty days of the final publication of notice or receipt of notice, whichever
is earlier, petition the court for a hearing without a jury to adjudicate the validity of his alleged
interest in the subject property and for an amendment of the order of forfeiture, pursuant to 21
U.S.C. § 853(n)(6) and Fed. R. Crim. P. 32.2(c).

6. Any petition filed by a third party asserting an interest in the above-described
property shall be signed by the petitioner under penalty of perjury and shall set forth the nature
and extent of the petitioner’s right, title, or interest in the subject property, the time and
circumstances of the petitioner’s acquisition of the right, title or interest in such property, and
additional facts supporting the petitioner’s claim and the relief sought.

7. After the disposition of any motion filed under Fed. R. Crim. P. 32.2(c)(1)(A) and
before a hearing on the petition, discovery may be conducted in accordance with the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure upon a showing that such discovery is necessary or desirable to resolve factual
issues.

8. The United States shall have clear title to the property following the court’s

determination of all third-party interests, or, if no petitions are filed, following the expiration of

Order, p. 3 of 4
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the period provided in 21 U.S.C. § 853(n)(2) for the filing of third-party petitions.

9. The court shall retain jurisdiction to resolve disputes which may arise and to enforce
and amend this Order as necessary, pursuant to Fed. R. Crim. P. 32.2(e).

10.  Upon entry of the criminal judgment, this Order becomes final as to Defendant, and
shall be made a part of the sentence and included in the criminal judgment.

11. The Clerk, United States District Court, shall provide one (1) certified copy of this
Order to the United States Attorney’s Office.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

s/ Mary Geiger Lewis

MARY GEIGER LEWIS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE

April 1, 2025

Columbia, South Carolina.

Order, p. 4 of 4
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