
No. ___________________________ 

 

IN THE  

 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

BJ MCELVEEN, 

Petitioner, 

 

v. 

 

STATE OF LOUISIANA,  

 

Respondent. 
______________ 

 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS 
______________ 

 

 BJ McElveen, appearing through counsel, asks leave to file the attached 

petition for a writ of certiorari without prepayment of costs and to proceed in forma 

pauperis.  

 Mr. McElveen was previously granted leave to proceed in forma pauperis in all 

Louisiana state courts, both at trial and on direct appeal. Mr. McElveen was 

represented at trial by the Office of the Public Defender, and following trial, counsel 

moved to withdraw and to appoint the Louisiana Appellate Project to represent Mr. 

McElveen on direct appeal. A copy of this order is attached as Exhibit A.  

The Louisiana Appellate Project (which has since been replaced by the 

Louisiana Appeals & Writ Service) was funded through the Office of the State Public 

Defender, and provided pro bono representation to indigent criminal defendants 

seeking direct review.  

Undersigned counsel was previously employed as a contract attorney for the 



Louisiana Appellate Project and was assigned to Mr. McElveen’s case on March 5, 

2023. Since the dissolution of the Louisiana Appellate Project, counsel has continued 

to represent Mr. McElveen pro bono. Mr. McElveen has also been incarcerated for 

approximately eight years and therefore has a legal presumption of indigency, 

pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 15:175(A)(1)(b).  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

  /S/ JANE HOGAN  

  _________________________________ 

JANE C. HOGAN, ESQ.  

HOGAN ATTORNEYS 

310 N CHERRY ST 

HAMMOND, LA 70401 

PHONE: (985) 542-7730 

EMAIL:  JANE@HOGANATTORNEYS.COM 
February 16, 2026 
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