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Petitioner, Charles Don Flores, represented by undersigned counsel, respectfully requests 

leave to proceed in forma pauperis before this Honorable Court, pursuant to Rule 39.1 of the Rules 

of the Supreme Court of the United States. In support of this motion, the undersigned respectfully 

states the following:  

The petitioner was determined to be indigent during the criminal proceedings before the 

United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 3599, 28 U.S.C. § 

3006A, and McFarland v. Scott, 512 U.S. 849 (1994). Pursuant to Rule 39.1, because the court 

below appointed undersigned counsel to represent petitioner under the Criminal Justice Act 

because he is indigent, no affidavit of indigency is required. The undersigned has represented the 

petitioner as court appointed counsel in the United States District Court for the Northern District 

of Texas since 2020 and has represented him pro bono in Texas state court since 2018. That pro 

bono representation includes pursuing this litigation. See Harbison v. Bell, 556 U.S. 180 (2009). 

The undersigned understands that this appointment exempts the petitioner from payment of fees 

or costs, and from the filing of an affidavit in compliance with 28 U.S.C. § 1915(a) pursuant to 

Rule 39.1.  

Therefore, petitioner respectfully asks that this Honorable Court grant his motion to 

proceed in forma pauperis and accept the petition for writ of certiorari filed coterminously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Gretchen Sims Sween 
Gretchen Sims Sween, Ph.D., J.D. 
712 Upson Street 
Austin, Texas 78703 
(214) 557.5779 
gsweenlaw@gmail.com 

 
Counsel of Record for Petitioner 

 
 
February 6, 2026 


