
No. 25-6623 
 

In the 

Supreme Court of the United States 
_____________________ 

HAMED KIAN, 
Petitioner, 

vs. 

STATE OF FLORIDA, 
Respondent. 

 _____________________ 
ON PETITION FOR A WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO THE 

FLORIDA DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL, FOURTH DISTRICT 
 _____________________ 

Brief of Amicus Curiae  
Maricopa County Indigent Representation Offices 

In Support of Petitioner 
 

Motion for Leave to File Amicus Brief Supporting Petitioner 
_____________________ 

Amicus Curiae, the Maricopa County Indigent Representation Offices, hereby 
asks for leave to file an Amicus Brief in support of Petitioner Hamed Kian. 
Pursuant to Rule 37.2, amicus informed counsel of record for all parties of its 
intention to file this brief on July 23, 2026, more than 10 days before its due date. 
Counsel of record for each party consented to the filing of this brief on the same 
date. Both are attached. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 

August 11, 2026 
 
/s/ Mikel Steinfeld    
Mikel Steinfeld 
Office of the Maricopa County Public Defender 
Counsel for Amicus Curiae 
Maricopa County Indigent Representation Offices  



This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization. Please use caution when corresponding outside the
county.

From: Waxman, Seth
To: Mikel Steinfeld (OPD)
Cc: ppetillo@pd15.state.fl.us; Sprankling, Thomas
Subject: RE: Kian v. Florida, Amicus Consent
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2026 11:52:09 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Thanks, Mikel.  We certainly consent.  Let us know if you’d like to chat or if there’s anything
you’d like from us.
 
Seth
 
From: Mikel Steinfeld (OPD) <Mikel.Steinfeld@Maricopa.Gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2026 2:48 PM
To: Waxman, Seth <Seth.Waxman@wilmerhale.com>; ppetillo@pd15.state.fl.us
Subject: Kian v. Florida, Amicus Consent

 

EXTERNAL SENDER

 

Good morning!
 
I supervise the Appeals Unit with the Maricopa County Public Defender’s Office in Phoenix, AZ.
 
As I’m sure you know, Arizona also empanels juries that are less than 12 people. We use 8-person
juries in most felony cases.
 
As a result, the Maricopa County Indigent Representation Offices plan to file an amicus brief in Kian
v. Florida. The Indigent Representation Offices include the Office of Public Defense Services, Office
of the Public Defender, Office of the Legal Defender, Office of the Legal Advocate, and Office of the
Public Advocate.
 
I wanted to check quickly to see if you were willing to consent to an amicus brief.
 
Thank you!
 
Mikel
 

Mikel Steinfeld
Appeals Supervisor 
Office of the Public Defender
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This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization. Please use caution when corresponding outside the
county.

From: David Dewhirst
To: Mikel Steinfeld (OPD)
Cc: Jeffrey DeSousa; Christopher Baum; Jason Muehlhoff
Subject: Re: Kian v. Florida, Amicus Consent
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2026 2:21:03 PM
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Understood.  Thanks Mikel.
 
—
David Dewhirst
Solicitor General
Attorney General James Uthmeier
State of Florida
 
 
From: Mikel Steinfeld (OPD) <Mikel.Steinfeld@Maricopa.Gov>
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2026 at 2:48 PM
To: David Dewhirst <David.Dewhirst@myfloridalegal.com>
Subject: Kian v. Florida, Amicus Consent
Good morning! I supervise the Appeals Unit with the Maricopa County Public Defender’s Office in Phoenix, AZ. As I’m sure you know, Arizona also empanels juries that are less than 12 people. We use 8-person juries in most felony cases. 

Good morning!
 
I supervise the Appeals Unit with the Maricopa County Public Defender’s Office in Phoenix, AZ.
 
As I’m sure you know, Arizona also empanels juries that are less than 12 people. We use 8-person
juries in most felony cases.
 
As a result, the Maricopa County Indigent Representation Offices plan to file an amicus brief in Kian
v. Florida. The Indigent Representation Offices include the Office of Public Defense Services, Office
of the Public Defender, Office of the Legal Defender, Office of the Legal Advocate, and Office of the
Public Advocate.
 
I wanted to check quickly to see if you were willing to consent to an amicus brief.
 
Thank you!
 
Mikel
 
 

Mikel Steinfeld
Appeals Supervisor 
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