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IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Petitioner respectfully prays that a writ of certiorari issue to review the judgment below.

OPINIONS BELOW

[ ] For cases from federal courts:

The opinion of the United States court of appeals appears at Appendix A to 
the petition and is
[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[ i is unpublished.

The opinion of the United States district court appears at Appendix C to 
the petition and is
[X.] reported af. In re; Leonard W. Houston . or
I ] has been designated ^or pu^^ca^ion^u? is^no't ye^^epor^d
[ ] is unpublished.

[ ] For cases from state courts:

The opinion of the highest state court to review the merits appears at 
Appendix to the petition and is
[ ] reported at ; Or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[ ] is unpublished.

The opinion of the ________ ________________________ court
appears at Appendix to the petition and is
[ ] reported at .________________ ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[ ] is unpublished.
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JURISDICTION

[X] For cases from federal courts:

The date on which the United States Court of Appeals decided my case 
was 08/1 5/2025 

[ ] No petition for rehearing was timely filed in my case.

[ 5 A timely petition for rehearing was denied by the United States Court of 
Appeals on the following date: 10/27/2025 . and a copy of the 
order denying rehearing appears at Appendix B

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted 
to and including- : (date) on (date)
in Application No. A 

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1254(1).

[ ] For cases from state courts:

The date on which the highest state court decided my case was  
A copy of that decision appears at Appendix ____  .

[ ] A timely petition for rehearing was thereafter denied on the following date:
—---- --------------------------, and a copy of the order denying rehearing
appears at Appendix 

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted 
 to and including(date) on(date) in 

Application No. A 

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1257(a).
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CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS INVOLVED

United States Code
28 § 1361 .... .......................
28 §2671.. ..;

Pub. L. No.
117-168, § 804,136 Stat. 1802-04 (2022) ....... ,
804 (b), 136 Stat 1802 . ._. 

Other Authorities
Title 38 U.S.C. “Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson “Honoring our Promise to address

Comprehensive Toxics Act of2022, or Homing our PACT Act of2022, Section 804
Camp Lejeune Justice Act of2022 (CLJA), as amended ............................

APPENDICES

Appendix House of Representatives — H.R. 8545-A BILL
To amend the Camp Lejeune Justice Act of2022 to make technical corrections. 
118th Congress, 2d Session - “Camp Lejeune Justic Act of2024” 
May 23,2024

Appendix '' ; United States Senate- AMENDMENT
Tile 38, United States Code • '

“Sergeant First Class Heath "Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive 
Toxics Act of2022” or ‘Honoring our PACTAct of2022: June 16,2022
including excerpts from 136 Stat 1766-67, Public Law 117-186 - AUG. 19,2022
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE

.The Petitioner, Leonard W. Houston, proceeding pro se, has initiated a statutory cause of action 
against the United States of America under the Camp Lejeune Justice Act of 2020 ("CUA”), Pub.L. 
117-168 § 804,136 Stat. 1802-04 (2022). This legislation provides appropriate relief for injuries and 
disorders resulting from toxic water exposure at Camp Lejeune, a harm suffered by the Petitioner 
from March 1959 to March 1963. The Petitioner asserts his right to expedite the processing of his 
claim, a right expressly recognized within the CUA statute.
Additionally, the petitioner has filed a petition for a writ of mandamus, seeking an order from the 
District Court to (1) lift the stay on his individual action under the CUA and (2) resolve the action in 
a timely fashion following the United States’ response. The stay was imposed by the District Court’s 
September 26,2023, Case Management Order, entered on its “Master Docket” for CUA claims, 
which halted progress on all individual CUA actions pending further selection for discovery and 
trial.
On June 3,2025, the District Court denied the Petitioner’s Motion #25 for Entry of Default against 
the United States, filed in response to the initial Complaint entered on August 2,2023, and the 
subsequent Short-Form Complaint submitted on December 27,2023. This denial, issued without 
prejudice under Case Management Order No. 2, reaffirmed the ongoing stay of all individual CUA 
actions and responsive pleadings. The Petitioner contends that this construction of the CUA by the 
District Court constitutes an abuse of discretion, obstructing the timely resolution and settlement 
of his claim.
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4.

REASONS FOR GRANTING THE PETITION

The Petitioner respectfully requests that the Court of Appeals issue a writ of mandamus, directing 
the United States District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina to amend its Case 
Management Order No, 2.,Specifically, the Petitioner seeks removal of the -‘Stay” provision that has 
delayed individual claims and asks for an order ensuring expedited adjudication and appropriate 
relief forthose harmed by exposure to contaminated water at Camp Lejeune, pursuant to CUA § 
804(b), 136 Stat. 1802. „ /

I*13' *he ““i* C0Urt eTCd 8nd 8bUSed 1,8 discretion Wng all individual 
CUA actions, thereby denying immediate relief and compensation for injuries caused by Camp 
ZX m °",8mina,ed wa,er-The processing claims constitutes a gross injustice and
deprives the Petitioner of statutory rights under the CUA. The authority to stay proceedings Is a 
trtXnno bU‘ "”h'S CaSd’ '*ani0UntS ,0 a" abusa °< process opO violates the right to a fair
tnal (FRCP 38(b), 28 U.S.CS 2671, as amended).
The Camp Lejeune Justice Act was designed to address injustices faced by veterans and to 
s reamline access to rightful claims, ensuring timely resolution for those affected.

C^rtnrantrAUor^rad?'rernentSu°rnl8bd8mUSjUr*Sd'Cd0n’tbep8bb0nerrec’ue®tsblattb’s 
established n” ‘b6 08fendan'" 80 e8f8glab8 88 ,0 warra"‘ ™"damus, as

’ TO AC.'? ?° Comrns jnc., 531 F.3d 849.855 (O.C. C|r. 2008). .The Petitioner references -

/0.80(D.C.Cir. 1984),whichguldetheassessmentofwhethergovernmentaldelayls  
unreasonable, particularly considering the Impact on human health and welfare
Given the Petitioner’s advanced age and ongoing illnesses, the consequences of Indefinite delay 
essentiaieThe^cmerttStllat<JelaySd18yfaV0rCla*mantSareWith0Utn,8r*t’aspr0mpt 'p®pap9's 
essential. The Court must review the effect of delayed action on the Petitioner’s CUA claim.

The “Stay” Provision as Abuse of Discretion
ramows toanTre “raspond’ 'acill,8t8d by,ha 8ta7imp°sdd »y Case Management Order No. 
defendingthe CUA t!T COurt sh8uld anter da,adl> gainst the Defendant for not 
revtew rather mend m “ 8diUdioa,i°"is "ot a discretionary function immune from 
review, rather, mandamus is appropriate to compel action.
^LPrJftiX,’VeqUe!.t f°'afflrma,iva retia'is “‘PPoned by sufficient factual pleadings, showing 
rectX “niusXTs'°n dt °f’im8'y )US"C8'The Camp A« was intended to
obsracla streamline access for veterans harmed by toxic water, yet unforeseen
obstacles persist, and timely resolution remains elusive
X«Xrelie' 'S goyerned by Standafd ,80,0,s when 8 s,a'“’P'yriSht Is denied, as asserted in 
vftio ptjiiiion.
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CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, the Petitioner requests that the Court issue a writ of mandamus 
directing the District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina to amend Case Management 
Order No. 2, dated September 26,2023. Specifically, the Petitioner asks that the provision allowing 
the Defendant’s counsel to refrain from filing responsive pleadings in stayed CUA actions be 
deleted and replaced with an order promoting the efficient and timely adjudication or settlement of 
claims under the Camp Lejeune Justice Act, as part of the Honoring Our Promise to Address 
Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act, signed into law on August 10,2022. The Petitioner seeks 
transparent, efficient, and timely processing of claims for those impacted by contaminated water, 
or alternatively, completion of the relief demanded in his filed Short-Form Complaint.

The petition for a writ of certiorari should be granted.

Date: December 1, 2025
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