












stimulation with other women and did not understand why Victim was not enjoying it. 

Victim felt terrible for upsetting Baum. Baum also attempted to vaginally penetrate 

Victim with his penis on two occasions but stopped because Victim said it hurt. 

Baum took precautions to prevent Brother from discovering his activities with 

Victim. At night, Baum instructed Victim to go to bed in her room where she would wait 

for Wm to come get her after Brother had gone to sleep, and then Baum would close his 

bedroom door behind them. In the morning, Baum would get up first and check to see if 

Brother was awake; if he was, then Baum would distract Brother so that Victim could 

return to her own room and pretend to still be sleeping. 

Despite Baum' s efforts, Brother noticed some things that caused him concern. He 

saw Victim's hot pink vibrator charging on the floor ofBaum's bedroom. One night 

when no one other than Baum, Victim, and Brother were home, Brother heard female 

"sex noises" coming from Baum' s bedroom even though the lights and the television 

were off. And, on another occasion in May of 2020, Brother noticed Victim and Baum 

go into the downstairs bathroom together where they remained for a long time, prompting 

Brother to call Mother. 

In response to Brother's phone call, Mother drove from New Mexico to Missouri, 

where she contacted the local police. The police told Mother to drive to the home, pick 

up Victim and Brother, and talce them straight to Sedalia for forensic interviews. After 

the forensic interviews, Mother took Victim and Brother back to New Mexico with her. 

Subsequent investigation led to a search ofBaum's home, where officers 

discovered "a small pink vibrator as well as a large black, ... three-prong vibrator, [ and 

A-5

5 



multiple] bottles ofluhrication.'' Both vibrators contained a mixture of DNA, but Victim 

was the major contributor on the pink one and Baum was the major contributor on the 

black one. The State charged Baum with one count of sexual trafficking of a child in the 

second degree, one count of promoting a sexual perfonnance by a child, one count of 

second-degree statutory rape, and six counts of second-degree statutory sodomy. 

At trial, Baum testified in his own defense. Baum admitted buying Victim a 

vibrator and teacWng her how it worked in accordance with the manufacturer's 

instructions. Baum denied all other allegations. 

Following the close of evidence, the State dismissed one of the second-degree 

statutory sodomy counts, but the remairring charges were submitted to the jury. The jury 

found Baum guilty as charged on the remaining counts. Baum waived jury sentencing, 

and the court sentenced him to twenty years' imprisonment for s,exual trafficking of a 

child, eight years for promoting a sexual performance, seven years for statutory rape, and 

seven years for each count of statutory sodomy. The court ordered the trafficking and 

statutory rape sentences to run consecutively and the promotion of a sexual performance 

and statutory sodomy sentences to 1,m concurrently for an aggregate sentence of 

twenty-seven years. Bal.llil appeals. 

Standard of Review 

In Points I, II, and III, Baum challenges the sufficiency of the evidence to support 

his convictions in Counts I and II (second-degree trafficking of a child and promoting a 

sexual performance by a child, respectively). In Points IV and V, he challenges the 

sufficiency of the evidence to support submission of the verdict directors for Counts I and 
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A. It came up in a conversation about1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

masturbation. The vibrator he gave me he told me 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

it was more external use and if I wanted anything 

for internal use, I was to tell him. 

Q. What was he going to do about it?

A. I believe he was going to give me

another vibrator or tool for that. 

Q. Did you ask him to buy that vibrator for

you? 

A. No.

Q. Were you wanting him to buy that for

you? 

A. No.

Q. Did you ever tell your mom back then

15 what was going on? 

16 

17 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Did you ever talk to your mom about 

18 masturbation or sex? 

19 

20 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

Did this behavior continue when you got 

21 to Missouri? 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

Did it change? 

It escalated. 

And how did it escalate? 
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