
No. 

IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

(Your Name)
— PETITIONER

VS.

 RESPONDENT(S)

PROOF OF SERVICE

I> , do swear or declare that on this date,  
20 , as required by Supreme Court Rule 29 I have

served the enclosed MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED ZN FORMA PAUPERIS 
and PETITION FOR A WRIT OF CERTIORARI on each party to the above proceeding 
or that party’s counsel, and on every other person required to be served, by depositing 
an envelope containing the above documents in the United States mail properly addressed 
to each of them and with first-class postage prepaid, or by delivery to a third-party
commercial carrier for delivery within 3 calendar days.

The names and addresses of those served are as follows:

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on ,20_

(Signature)



Proof of Service

I, hereby certify that I have, this day, sent a true and correct copy of  
the foregoing document to the parties listed below, by way of first-class U.S. Mail. As a pro ■ 
se filing from a prisoner, this document must be back-dated to the date when it was given to 
prison authorities for mailing. See Smith v. Pennsylvania Bd. of Probation and Parole, 683 
A.2d 278, 281,546 Pa. 115 (Pa. 1996) adopting Houston, v Lack, 487 U.S. 266,270-71,108 
S.Ct 2379, 2382, 101 L.E±'2d 245, 251-52 (1988) ("In Houston, the United States Supreme 
Court deemed an appeal by a pro se prisoner to be filed when it was given to prison 
authorities for mailing, and thus, essentially adopted a "prisoner mailbox” rule. * * * While 
the United States Supreme Court was interpreting a Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure, we 
believe that the observations and concerns voiced by the Court in Houston are equally 
applicable .to pro se prisoners in our Commonwealth. The pro se prisoner's state of 
incarceration prohibits him from directly filing an appeal with the appellate court and 
prohibits any monitoring of the filing process. Therefore, we now hold that in the interest 
of fairness,'a pro se prisoner's appeal shall be deemed to. be filed on thedate that he delivers 
the appeal to prison authorities and/or places his notice of appeal in the institutional 
mailbox. We warn, however, that this holding applies only to pro se petitioners who are 
incarcerated.").
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