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Resp. App. A 

Act of May 21, 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., ch. 593, § 1.17, 
Tex. Gen. Laws 593 
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2007 TEX. PENAL CODE § 21.02 
2007 TEXAS CODE ARCHIVE 

LexisNexis ® Texas Annotated Statutes > PENAL 
CODE > TITLE 5. OFFENSES AGAINST THE 
PERSON > CHAPTER 21. SEXUAL OFFENSES 
 
§ 21.02. Continuous Sexual Abuse of Young Child 
or Children 

 
 
(a) In this section, "child" has the meaning assigned 

by Section 22.011(c). 
(b) A person commits an offense if: 

(1) during a period that is 30 or more days in 
duration, the person commits two or more 
acts of sexual abuse, regardless of whether 
the acts of sexual abuse are committed 
against one or more victims; and 

(2) at the time of the commission of each of the 
acts of sexual abuse, the actor is 17 years of 
age or older and the victim is a child 
younger than 14 years of age. 

(c) For purposes of this section, "act of sexual abuse" 
means any act that is a violation of one or more of 
the following penal laws: 
(1) aggravated kidnapping under Section 

20.04(a)(4), if the actor committed the 
offense with the intent to violate or abuse 
the victim sexually; 

(2) indecency with a child under Section 
21.11(a)(1), if the actor committed the 
offense in a manner other than by touching, 
including touching through clothing, the 
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breast of a child; 

(3) sexual assault under Section 22.011; 
(4) aggravated sexual assault under Section 

22.021; 
(5) burglary under Section 30.02, if the offense 

is punishable under Subsection (d) of that 
section and the actor committed the offense 
with the intent to commit an offense listed 
in Subdivisions (1)--(4); and 

(6) sexual performance by a child under 
Section 43.25. 

(d) If a jury is the trier of fact, members of the jury 
are not required to agree unanimously on which 
specific acts of sexual abuse were committed by 
the defendant or the exact date when those acts 
were committed. The jury must agree 
unanimously that the defendant, during a period 
that is 30 or more days in duration, committed 
two or more acts of sexual abuse. 

(e) A defendant may not be convicted in the same 
criminal action of an offense listed under 
Subsection (c) the victim of which is the same 
victim as a victim of the offense alleged under 
Subsection (b) unless the offense listed in 
Subsection (c): 
(1) is charged in the alternative; 
(2) occurred outside the period in which the 

offense alleged under Subsection (b) was 
committed; or 

  
(3) is considered by the trier of fact to be a 

lesser included offense of the offense 
alleged under Subsection (b). 

(f) A defendant may not be charged with more than 
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one count under Subsection (b) if all of the specific 
acts of sexual abuse that are alleged to have been 
committed are alleged to have been committed 
against a single victim. 

(g) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under 
this section that the actor: 
(1) was not more than five years older than: 

(A) the victim of the offense, if the 
offense is alleged to have been 
committed against only one victim; 
or 

(B) the youngest victim of the offense, if 
the offense is alleged to have been 
committed against more than one 
victim; 

(2) did not use duress, force, or a threat 
against a victim at the time of the 
commission of any of the acts of sexual 
abuse alleged as an element of the offense; 
and 

(3) at the time of the commission of any of the 
acts of sexual abuse alleged as an element 
of the offense: 
(A) was not required under Chapter 62, 

Code of Criminal Procedure, to 
register for life as a sex offender; or 

(B) was not a person who under Chapter 
62 had a reportable conviction or 
adjudication for an offense under 
this section or an act of sexual abuse 
as described by Subsection (c). 

(h) An offense under this section is a felony of the 
first degree, punishable by imprisonment in the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice for life, or 
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for any term of not more than 99 years or less than 
25 years. 

 
History 
 
Enacted by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., ch. 593 (H.B. 8), § 1.17, 
effective September 1, 2007. 
 
LexisNexis ® Texas Annotated Statutes 
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CHARGE: 

COUNT ONE: CONTINUOUS SEXUAL ABUSE Of CHILD 
§ 21.02(b), (h) Texas Penal Code 

COUNT TWO: INDECENCY WITH A CHILD (BY CONTACT) 
COUNT THREE: INDECENCY WITH A CHILD (BY CONTACT) 
COUNT FOUR: INDECENCY WITH A CHILD (BY CONTACT) 
COUNT FIVE: INDECENCY WITH A CHILD (BY CONTACT) 

§ 21.11(a)(1), (d) Texas Penal Code 
COUNT SIX: SEXUAL ASSAULT OF A CHILD 

§ 22.011(a)(2)(C), (f) Texas Penal Code 
COUNT SEVEN: SEXUAL PERFORMANCE BY A CHILD 

§ 43.25 (b), (c) Texas Penal Code 
 
Agency: Texas Rangers 
TRN: Count One: 9144651325 - A001 Offense Level F1 

Count Two: 9144651325 - A002 Offense Level F2 
Count Three: 9144651325 - A003 Offense Level F2  
Count Four: 9144651325 - A004 Offense Level F2 
Count Five: 9144651325 - A005 Offense Level F2 
Count Six: 9144651325 - A006 Offense Level F2 
Count Seven: 9144651325 - A007 Offense Level F2 

 
 

CAUSE NO. 23CRDC77 

STATE OF TEXAS § IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
 
VS § 266th JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 
JOHN DAVID TRICE § ERATH COUNTY, TEXAS 
 
 

GRAND JURY INDICTMENT 

IN THE NAME AND BY AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS: 
 

The GRAND JURY, for the County of Erath, State or Texas, 
duly selected, empaneled, sworn, charged, and organized as such in 
the January Term. A.D, 2023, of the 266th Judicial District Court 
for said County, upon their oaths present in and to said Court at 
said term that before the presentment of this indictment, in Erath 
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County, Texas, that: 
 

COUNT ONE 

JOHN DAVID TRICE, hereinafter styled Defendant, did then and 
there, during a period that was 30 or more days in duration, namely 
from on or about the 15th day of May, 2010 through the 15th day of 
August 2010, when the Defendant was 17 years of age or older, 
commit two or more acts of sexual abuse against a child younger 
than 14 years of age, namely, the Defendant did then and there, 
with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of the 
Defendant, engage in sexual contact with Child Victim #2 (a 
pseudonym) hereinafter styled the Complainant, by touching the 
genitals of the Complainant; 
 
And further, from on or about the 15th day of May, 2010 through 
the 15th day of August, 2010, in Erath County, Texas, the 
Defendant did then and there, with the intent to arouse or gratify 
the sexual desire of the Defendant, engage in sexual contact with 
Child Victim #2 (a pseudonym) hereinafter styled the Complainant, 
by touching the genitals of the Complainant; 
 
And further, from on or about the 15th day of May, 2010 through 
the 15th day of August, 2010, in Erath County, Texas, the 
Defendant did then and there, with the intent to arouse or gratify 
the sexual desire of the Defendant, engage in sexual contact with 
Child Victim #2 (a pseudonym) hereinafter styled the Complainant, 
by causing the Complainant to touch the genitals of the Defendant. 
 

COUNT TWO 
JOHN DAVID TRICE, on or about the 15th day of March, 2007, 
did then and there, with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual 
desire of the Defendant. engage in sexual contact with Child Victim 
#1, a pseudonym, hereinafter styled the Complainant, by touching 
the genitals of the Complainant, a child younger than 17 years of 
age. 
 

COUNT THREE 

JOHN DAVID TRICE, on or about the 1st day of June, 2007, did 
then and there, with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire 
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of the Defendant. engage in sexual contact with Child Victim #1, a 
pseudonym, hereinafter styled the Complainant, by touching the 
genitals of the Complainant, a child younger than 17 years of age. 
 

COUNT FOUR 

JOHN DAVID TRICE, on or about the 15th day of August, 2007, 
did then and there, with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual 
desire of the Defendant. engage in sexual contact with Child Victim 
#1, a pseudonym, hereinafter styled the Complainant, by touching 
the genitals of the Complainant, a child younger than 17 years of 
age. 
 

COUNT FIVE 

JOHN DAVID TRICE, on or about the 20th day of May, 2017, did 
then and there, with the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire 
of the Defendant. engage in sexual contact with Child Victim #3, a 
pseudonym, hereinafter styled the Complainant, by touching the 
genitals of the Complainant, a child younger than 17 years of age. 
 

COUNT SIX 

JOHN DAVID TRICE, on or about the 20th day of May, 2017, did 
then and there intentionally or knowingly cause the penetration of 
the mouth of the Defendant by the sexual organ of Child Victim #3, 
a pseudonym, a child who was then and there younger than 17 years 
of age. 
 

COUNT SEVEN 

JOHN DAVID TRICE, on or about the 5th day of January, 2017, 
did then and there intentionally or knowingly induce a child who 
was then and there younger than 18 years of age, namely, Child 
Victim #5, to engage in sexual conduct, namely, touching the 
genitals of the Defendant, and the Defendant knew the character 
and content of the sexual conduct or sexual performance.  
 
AGAINST THE PEACE AND DIGNITY OF THE STATE. 
 
 

FILED FOR RECORD 
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