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To the Honorable Samuel A. Alito, Jr., as Circuit Justice for the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit: 

Nancy Landry, in her official capacity as the Louisiana Secretary of State; the 

State of Louisiana; Press Robinson, Edgar Cage, Dorothy Nairne, Edwin Rene Soule, 

Alice Washington, Clee Earnest Lowe, Davante Lewis, Martha Davis, Ambrose Sims, 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Louisiana State 

Conference, and Power Coalition for Equity and Justice (the Robinson Intervenors); 

and Edward Galmon, Sr., Ciara Hart, Norris Henderson, Tramelle Howard, and Ross 

Williams (the Galmon Intervenors) respectfully request that the Court (a) align the 

current deadlines to file jurisdictional statements to review the district court’s 

Injunction and Reasons for Judgment issued April 30, 2024 (Ex. A), and (b) establish 

a uniform deadline of August 7, 2024. This would be 30 days from the Secretary’s and 

the State’s current July 8 deadline, 37 days from the Robinson Intervenors’ current 

July 1 deadline, and 10 days from the Galmon Intervenors’ current July 29 deadline. 

In accordance with this Court’s Rules 18.3, 30.2, and 30.3, this application is filed at 

least 10 days before any of the three jurisdictional statements is due. And the Court 

has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1253, 2101(b). 

BACKGROUND 

This case involves a constitutional challenge to Louisiana’s congressional map 

as reflected in S.B. 8. The Secretary is the original named defendant; the State 

intervened as a defendant; the Robinson Intervenors likewise intervened as 

defendants; and the Galmon Intervenors were permitted to intervene as defendants 

after trial. Plaintiffs in this case assert—and a majority of the three-judge court below 
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agreed—that S.B. 8 is an unconstitutional racial gerrymander. On April 30, 2024, the 

district court issued its findings of fact and conclusions of law and “enjoined [the 

State] from using SB8 in any future elections.” Ex. A at 2. On applications from the 

Secretary, the State, and the Robinson Intervenors, this Court stayed the April 30 

order on May 15, “pending the timely docketing of the appeal in this Court.” Order, 

Robinson v. Callais, No. 23A994 (U.S. May 15, 2024); Order, Landry v. Callais, No. 

23A1002 (U.S. May 15, 2024).  

At issue now are the divergent deadlines for Applicants to file their 

jurisdictional statements. The Robinson Intervenors filed their notice of appeal on 

May 1, which means their jurisdictional statement is currently due on July 1. See Ex. 

B; Sup. Ct. R. 18.3. The Secretary and the State filed their notice of appeal on May 8, 

which means their jurisdictional statement is currently due on July 8. See Ex. C. And 

the Galmon Intervenors filed their notice of appeal on May 30, which means their 

jurisdictional statement is currently due on July 29. See Ex. D.  

REASONS FOR ALIGNING THE DEADLINES AND  
GRANTING AN EXTENSION OF TIME 

Applicants respectfully request that the Court (a) align the current deadlines 

to file jurisdictional statements to review the district court’s Injunction and Reasons 

for Judgment issued April 30, 2024, and (b) establish a uniform deadline of August 7, 

2024—30 days from the Secretary’s and the State’s current deadline.  

Applicants make this request primarily to streamline proceedings for the 

parties and the Court. Aligning the deadlines will ensure that the three jurisdictional 

statements are docketed and distributed to the Court in parallel rather than 
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piecemeal over the course of a month (which would then lead to multiple, disjointed 

sets of response and reply briefing over the next two to four months). It will also give 

Plaintiffs the ability to file a joint response if they so wish, or at least responses filed 

in tandem. As a result, the Court will be able to consider and act upon the entirety of 

the jurisdictional-statement briefing in one pass. 

Applicants also make this request due the press of heavy business conflicting 

with the current deadlines. That includes a brief in opposition to summary judgment 

in McClure v. Jefferson County Commission, No. 2:23-cv-00443-MHH (N.D. Ala.), due 

on July 3; a petition for writ of certiorari in LeBlanc v. McNeal, No. 23A1017 (U.S.), 

due on July 5; a brief in opposition to the petition for writ of certiorari in Landor v. 

Louisiana Department of Corrections and Public Safety, No. 23-1197 (U.S.), due on 

July 8; an appellee brief in Ledet v. Louisiana, No. 24-30277 (5th Cir.), due on July 

11; and a reply brief in Grace v. Hooper, No. 24-30218 (5th Cir.), due on July 18. 

For these reasons, there is good cause to (a) align the current deadlines to file 

jurisdictional statements to review the district court’s Injunction and Reasons for 

Judgment issued April 30, 2024, and (b) establish a uniform deadline of August 7, 

2024—30 days from the Secretary’s and the State’s current deadline. This relief will 

not prejudice Plaintiffs, given that the proposed alignment and schedule will give 

Plaintiffs the benefit of preparing their responses with knowledge of the full range of 

live issues. Moreover, Applicants would not oppose a similar 30-day extension for 

Plaintiffs if they so request. Plaintiffs nonetheless oppose this request.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ J. Benjamin Aguiñaga 
ELIZABETH B. MURRILL 

Attorney General 
J. BENJAMIN AGUIÑAGA 

Solicitor General 
Counsel of Record 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
1885 N. Third St. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
(225) 506-3746 
AguinagaB@ag.louisiana.gov 
 
Counsel for the State of Louisiana 
 
Phillip J. Strach 

Counsel of Record 
Alyssa M. Riggins 
Cassie A. Holt 
NELSON MULLINS RILEY & SCARBOROUGH 
LLP 
301 Hillsborough Street 
Suite 1400 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
Telephone: (919) 329-3800 
Facsimile: (919) 329-3799 
Phil.Strach@nelsonmullins.com 
  
John C. Walsh  
SHOWS, CALI & WALSH, L.L.P. 
628 St. Louis St. (70802) 
P.O. Box 4225 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
Telephone: (225) 346-1461 
Facsimile: (225) 346-5561 
 
Counsel for Nancy Landry, in her official 
capacity as Louisiana Secretary of State 
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Janai Nelson  
Samuel Spital 
Stuart C. Naifeh, 

Counsel of Record 
Kathryn Sadasivan  
Victoria Wenger  
Colin Burke  
NAACP Legal Defense 

and  Educational Fund, Inc.  
40 Rector Street, 5th Floor  
New York, NY 10006  
Tel: (212) 965-2200  
snaifeh@naacpldf.org  
  
Tracie L. Washington  
Louisiana Justice Institute  
8004 Belfast Street   
New Orleans, LA 70125  
Tel: (504) 872-9134   
  
Deuel Ross  
R. Jared Evans   
I. Sara Rohani  
NAACP Legal Defense 
and  Educational Fund, Inc.  
700 14th Street N.W. Ste. 600   
Washington, DC 20005  
Tel: (202) 682-1300  
David Cole  
Sarah Brannon  
Megan C. Keenan  
American Civil Liberties Union 
Foundation   
915 15th St., NW   
Washington, DC 20005  
  
John Adcock   
Adcock Law LLC  
3110 Canal Street  
New Orleans, LA 70119  
Tel: (504) 233-3125  
  
  
  

Robert A. Atkins  
Yahonnes Cleary  
Jonathan H. Hurwitz  
Amitav Chakraborty  
Adam P. Savitt  
Arielle B. McTootle  
Robert Klein  
Neil Chitrao  
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton  & 

Garrison LLP  
1285 Avenue of the Americas  
New York, NY 10019  
Tel.: (212) 373-3000  
 
Sophia Lin Lakin  
Garrett Muscatel  
Dayton Campbell-Harris  
American Civil Liberties Union 
Foundation   
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor   
New York, NY 10004  
  
T. Alora Thomas-Lundborg  
Daniel Hessel  
Election Law Clinic   
Harvard Law School   
6 Everett Street, Ste. 4105  
Cambridge, MA 02138  
Tel. (617) 495-5202   
  
Nora Ahmed  
ACLU Foundation of Louisiana   
1340 Poydras St, Ste. 2160   
New Orleans, LA 70112   
Tel: (504) 522-0628   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Counsel for the Robinson Applicants  
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/s/ Abha Khanna 

 Abha Khanna 
  Counsel of Record 
ELIAS LAW GROUP LLP 
1700 Seventh Avenue,  
Suite 2100 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 656-0177 
AKhanna@elias.law 
 
Lalitha D. Madduri 
Jacob D. Shelly 
Daniel Cohen 
Qizhou Ge 
ELIAS LAW GROUP LLP 
250 Massachusetts Ave, NW 
Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 968-4490 
 
Counsel for Galmon Intervenors 
 

  


