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49 C.F.R. § 383.71  
(effective Oct. 14, 2021 to Sept. 29, 2025) 

Driver application and certification procedures 
(a) Commercial Learner’s Permit. Prior to obtain-
ing a CLP, a person must meet the following require-
ments: 

(1) The person must be 18 years of age or older and 
provide proof of his/her age. 
(2) The person must have taken and passed a gen-
eral knowledge test that meets the Federal stand-
ards contained in subparts F, G, and H of this part 
for the commercial motor vehicle group that person 
operates or expects to operate. 
(3) The person must certify that he/she is not sub-
ject to any disqualification under § 383.51, or any 
license disqualification under State law, and that 
he/she does not have a driver’s license from more 
than one State or jurisdiction. 
(4) The person must provide to the State of issuance 
the information required to be included on the CLP 
as specified in subpart J of this part. 
(5) The person must provide to the State proof of 
citizenship or lawful permanent residency as speci-
fied in Table 1 of this section or obtain a Non-domi-
ciled CLP as specified in paragraph (f) of this 
section. 
(6) The person must provide proof that the State to 
which application is made is his/her State of domi-
cile, as the term is defined in § 383.5. Acceptable 
proof of domicile is a document with the person’s 
name and residential address within the State, such 
as a government issued tax form. 
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(7) The person must provide the names of all States 
where the applicant has been licensed to drive any 
type of motor vehicle during the previous 10 years. 
(8) A person seeking a passenger (P), school bus (S) 
or tank vehicle (N) endorsement must have taken 
and passed the endorsement knowledge test for the 
specific endorsement. 
(9) The person must provide the State the certifica-
tion contained in paragraph (b)(1) of this section. 
(10) Beginning on February 7, 2022, a person must 
complete the training prescribed in subpart F of 
part 380 of this chapter before taking the skills test 
for a Class A or B CDL for the first time, or a skills 
test for a passenger (P) or school bus (S) endorse-
ment for the first time, or the knowledge test for a 
hazardous materials (H) endorsement for the first 
time. The training must be administered by a pro-
vider listed on the Training Provider Registry. 

(b) Initial Commercial Driver’s License. Prior to 
obtaining a CDL, a person must meet all of the follow-
ing requirements: 

(1) Initial Commercial Driver’s License appli-
cations submitted on or after January 30, 
2012. Any person applying for a CDL on or after 
January 30, 2012, must meet the requirements set 
forth in paragraphs (b)(2) through (10), and (h) of 
this section, and make one of the following applica-
ble certifications in paragraph (b)(1)(i), (ii), (iii), or 
(iv) of this section: 

(i) Non-excepted interstate. A person must 
certify that he/she operates or expects to operate 
in interstate commerce, is both subject to and 
meets the qualification requirements under 49 
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CFR part 391, and is required to obtain a medical 
examiner’s certificate by § 391.45 of this chapter; 
(ii) Excepted interstate. A person must certify 
that he/she operates or expects to operate in in-
terstate commerce, but engages exclusively in 
transportation or operations excepted under 49 
CFR 390.3(f), 391.2, 391.68, or 398.3 from all or 
parts of the qualification requirements of 49 CFR 
part 391, and is therefore not required to obtain 
a medical examiner’s certificate by 49 CFR 
391.45 of this chapter; 
(iii) Non-excepted intrastate. A person must 
certify that he/she operates only in intrastate 
commerce and therefore is subject to State driver 
qualification requirements; or 
(iv) Excepted intrastate. A person must certify 
that he/she operates in intrastate commerce, but 
engages exclusively in transportation or opera-
tions excepted from all or parts of the State driver 
qualification requirements. 

(2) The person must pass a driving or skills test in 
accordance with the standards contained in sub-
parts F, G, and H of this part taken in a motor ve-
hicle that is representative of the type of motor 
vehicle the person operates or expects to operate; or 
provide evidence that he/she has successfully 
passed a driving test administered by an authorized 
third party. 
(3) The person must certify that the motor vehicle 
in which the person takes the driving skills test is 
representative of the type of motor vehicle that per-
son operates or expects to operate. 
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(4) The person must provide the State the infor-
mation required to be included on the CDL as spec-
ified in subpart J of this part. 
(5) The person must certify that he/she is not sub-
ject to any disqualification under § 383.51, or any 
license disqualification under State law, and that 
he/she does not have a driver’s license from more 
than one State or jurisdiction. 
(6) The person must surrender his/her non–CDL 
driver’s licenses and CLP to the State. 
(7) The person must provide the names of all States 
where he/she has previously been licensed to drive 
any type of motor vehicle during the previous 10 
years. 
(8) If the person is applying for a hazardous mate-
rials endorsement, he/she must comply with Trans-
portation Security Administration requirements 
codified in 49 CFR part 1572. A lawful permanent 
resident of the United States requesting a hazard-
ous materials endorsement must additionally pro-
vide his/her U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) Alien registration number. 
(9) The person must provide proof of citizenship or 
lawful permanent residency as specified in Table 1 
of this section, or be registered under paragraph (f) 
of this section. 
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Table 1 to § 383.71— 
List of Acceptable Proofs of Citizenship or 

Lawful Permanent Residency 
Status Proof of Status 
U.S. Citizen • Valid, unexpired U.S. Passport. 

• Certified copy of a birth certifi-
cate filed with a State Office of 
Vital Statistics or equivalent 
agency in the individual’s State 
of birth, Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, Guam, American Sa-
moa or the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. 

• Consular Report of Birth 
Abroad (CRBA) issued by the 
U.S. Department of State. 

• Certificate of Naturalization is-
sued by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). 

• Certificate of Citizenship is-
sued by DHS. 

Lawful Perma-
nent Resident 

• Valid, unexpired Permanent 
Resident Card, issued by 
USCIS or INS. 

(10) The person must provide proof that the State 
to which application is made is his/her State of dom-
icile, as the term is defined in § 383.5. Acceptable 
proof of domicile is a document with the person’s 
name and residential address within the State, such 
as a government issued tax form. 
(11) Beginning on February 7, 2022, a person must 
complete the training prescribed in subpart F of 
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part 380 of this chapter before taking the skills test 
for a Class A or B CDL, a passenger (P) or school 
bus (S) endorsement for the first time or the 
knowledge test for a hazardous materials (H) en-
dorsement for the first time. The training must be 
administered by a provider listed on the Training 
Provider Registry. 

(c) License transfer. When applying to transfer a 
CDL from one State of domicile to a new State of dom-
icile, an applicant must apply for a CDL from the new 
State of domicile within no more than 30 days after 
establishing his/her new domicile. The applicant 
must: 

(1) Provide to the new State of domicile the certifi-
cations contained in paragraphs (b)(1) and (5) of this 
section; 
(2) Provide to the new State of domicile updated in-
formation as specified in subpart J of this part; 
(3) If the applicant wishes to retain a hazardous 
materials endorsement, he/she must comply with 
the requirements specified in paragraph (b)(8) of 
this section and State requirements as specified in 
§ 383.73(c)(4); 
(4) Surrender the CDL from the old State of domi-
cile to the new State of domicile; and 
(5) Provide the names of all States where the appli-
cant has previously been licensed to drive any type 
of motor vehicle during the previous 10 years. 
(6) Provide to the State proof of citizenship or law-
ful permanent residency as specified in Table 1 of 
this section, or be registered under paragraph (f) of 
this section. 
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(7) Provide proof to the State that this is his/her 
State of domicile, as the term is defined in § 383.5. 
Acceptable proof of domicile is a document with the 
person’s name and residential address within the 
State, such as a government issued tax form. 

(d) License renewal. When applying for a renewal of 
a CDL, all applicants must: 

(1) Provide to the State certifications contained in 
paragraphs (b)(1) and (5) of this section; 
(2) Provide to the State updated information as 
specified in subpart J of this part; and 
(3) If a person wishes to retain a hazardous materi-
als endorsement, he/she must comply with the re-
quirements specified in paragraph (b)(8) of this 
section and pass the test specified in § 383.121 for 
such endorsement. 
(4) Provide the names of all States where the appli-
cant has previously been licensed to drive any type 
of motor vehicle during the previous 10 years. 
(5) Provide to the State proof of citizenship or law-
ful permanent residency as specified in Table 1 of 
this section, or be registered under paragraph (f) of 
this section. 
(6) Provide proof to the State that this is his/her 
State of domicile, as the term is defined in § 383.5. 
Acceptable proof of domicile is a document, such as 
a government issued tax form, with the person’s 
name and residential address within the State. 

(e) License upgrades. When applying for a CDL or 
an endorsement authorizing the operation of a CMV 
not covered by the current CDL, all applicants must: 
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(1) Provide the certifications specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section; 
(2) Pass all the knowledge tests in accordance with 
the standards contained in subparts F, G, and H of 
this part and all the skills tests specified in para-
graph (b)(2) of this section for the new vehicle group 
and/or different endorsements; 
(3) Comply with the requirements specified in par-
agraph (b)(8) of this section to obtain a hazardous 
materials endorsement; 
(4) Surrender the previous CDL; and 
(5) Beginning on February 7, 2022, a person must 
complete the training prescribed in subpart F of 
part 380 of this chapter before taking the skills test 
for upgrading to a Class A or B for the first time; or 
adding a passenger or school bus endorsement to a 
CDL for the first time; or knowledge test for hazard-
ous materials endorsement for the first time. The 
training must be administered by a provider on the 
Training Provider Registry. 

(f) Non-domiciled CLP and CDL. 
(1) A person must obtain a Non-domiciled CLP or 
CDL: 

(i) If the applicant is domiciled in a foreign juris-
diction, as defined in § 383.5, and the Adminis-
trator has not determined that the commercial 
motor vehicle operator testing and licensing 
standards of that jurisdiction meet the standards 
contained in subparts G and H of this part. 
(ii) If the applicant is domiciled in a State that is 
prohibited from issuing CLPs and CDLs in ac-
cordance with § 384.405 of this subchapter. That 
person is eligible to obtain a Non-domiciled CLP 
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or CDL from any State that elects to issue a Non-
domiciled CLP or CDL and that complies with the 
testing and licensing standards contained in sub-
parts F, G, and H of this part. 

(2) An applicant for a Non-domiciled CLP and CDL 
must do both of the following: 

(i) Complete the requirements to obtain a CLP 
contained in paragraph (a) of this section or a 
CDL contained in paragraph (b) of this section. 
Exception: An applicant domiciled in a foreign ju-
risdiction must provide an unexpired employ-
ment authorization document (EAD) issued by 
USCIS or an unexpired foreign passport accom-
panied by an approved I–94 form documenting 
the applicant’s most recent admittance into the 
United States. No proof of domicile is required. 
(ii) After receipt of the Non-domiciled CLP or 
CDL, and for as long as it is valid, notify the State 
which issued the Non-domiciled CLP or CDL of 
any adverse action taken by any jurisdiction or 
governmental agency, foreign or domestic, 
against his/her driving privileges. Such adverse 
actions include, but are not be limited to, license 
disqualification or disqualification from operat-
ing a commercial motor vehicle for the convic-
tions described in § 383.51. Notifications must be 
made within the time periods specified in § 
383.33. 

(3) An applicant for a Non-domiciled CLP or CDL is 
not required to surrender his/her foreign license. 

(g) Existing CLP and CDL Holder’s Self–Certifi-
cation. Every person who holds a CLP or CDL must 
provide to the State the certification contained in § 
383.71(b)(1) of this subpart. 
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(h) Medical certification documentation re-
quired by the State. An applicant or CLP or CDL 
holder who certifies to non-excepted, interstate driv-
ing operations according to § 383.71(b)(1)(i) must com-
ply with applicable requirements in paragraphs (h)(1) 
through (3) of this section: 

(1) New CLP and CDL applicants. 
(i) Before June 23, 2025, a new CLP or CDL ap-
plicant who certifies that he/she will operate 
CMVs in non-excepted, interstate commerce 
must provide the State with an original or copy 
(as required by the State) of a medical examiner’s 
certificate prepared by a medical examiner, as de-
fined in 49 CFR 390.5, and the State will post a 
medical qualification status of “certified” on the 
CDLIS driver record for the driver; 
(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, a new CLP or CDL 
applicant who certifies that he/she will operate 
CMVs in non-excepted, interstate commerce 
must be medically examined and certified in ac-
cordance with 49 CFR 391.43 as medically quali-
fied to operate a CMV by a medical examiner, as 
defined in 49 CFR 390.5. Upon receiving an elec-
tronic copy of the medical examiner’s certificate 
from FMCSA, the State will post a medical qual-
ifications status of “certified” on the CDLIS 
driver record for the driver; 

(2) Existing CLP and CDL holders. By January 30, 
2014, provide the State with an original or copy (as 
required by the State) of a current medical exam-
iner’s certificate prepared by a medical examiner, as 
defined in 49 CFR 390.5, and the State will post a 
certification status of “certified” on CDLIS driver 
record for the driver. If the non-excepted, interstate 
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CLP or CDL holder fails to provide the State with a 
current medical examiner’s certificate, the State 
will post a certification status of “not-certified” in 
the CDLIS driver record for the driver, and initiate 
a CLP or CDL downgrade following State proce-
dures in accordance with § 383.73(o)(4); and 
(3)  Maintaining the medical certification sta-
tus of “certified.” 

(i) Before June 23, 2025, in order to maintain a 
medical certification status of “certified,” a CLP 
or CDL holder who certifies that he/she will oper-
ate CMVs in non-excepted, interstate commerce 
must provide the State with an original or copy 
(as required by the State) of each subsequently 
issued medical examiner’s certificate; 
(ii) On or after June 23, 2025, in order to main-
tain a medical certification status of “certified,” a 
CLP or CDL holder who certifies that he/she will 
operate CMVs in non-excepted, interstate com-
merce must continue to be medically examined 
and certified in accordance with 49 CFR 391.43 
as physically qualified to operate a commercial 
motor vehicle by a medical examiner, as defined 
in 49 CFR 390.5. FMCSA will provide the State 
with an electronic copy of the medical examiner’s 
certificate information for all subsequent medical 
examinations in which the driver has been 
deemed qualified. 

(4) In the event of a conflict between the medical 
certification information provided electronically by 
FMCSA and a paper copy of the medical examiner’s 
certificate, the medical certification information 
provided electronically by FMCSA shall control. 
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49 C.F.R. § 391.11 
General qualifications of drivers  

(a) A person shall not drive a commercial motor vehi-
cle unless he/she is qualified to drive a commercial mo-
tor vehicle. Except as provided in § 391.63, a motor 
carrier shall not require or permit a person to drive a 
commercial motor vehicle unless that person is quali-
fied to drive a commercial motor vehicle. 
(b) Except as provided in subpart G of this part, a per-
son is qualified to drive a motor vehicle if he/she— 

(1) Is at least 21 years old; 
(2) Can read and speak the English language suffi-
ciently to converse with the general public, to un-
derstand highway traffic signs and signals in the 
English language, to respond to official inquiries, 
and to make entries on reports and records; 
(3) Can, by reason of experience, training, or both, 
safely operate the type of commercial motor vehicle 
he/she drives; 
(4) Is physically qualified to drive a commercial mo-
tor vehicle in accordance with subpart E—Physical 
Qualifications and Examinations of this part; 
(5) Has a currently valid commercial motor vehicle 
operator’s license issued only by one State or juris-
diction; 
(6) Is not disqualified to drive a commercial motor 
vehicle under the rules in § 391.15; and 
(7) Has successfully completed a driver’s road test 
and has been issued a certificate of driver’s road test 
in accordance with § 391.31, or has presented an op-
erator’s license or a certificate of road test which the 
motor carrier that employs him/her has accepted as 
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equivalent to a road test in accordance with § 
391.33. 
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Cal. Veh. Code § 12804.9 
Examination and driving test 

(a)(1) The examination shall include all of the follow-
ing: 

(A) A test of the applicant’s knowledge and un-
derstanding of the provisions of this code govern-
ing the operation of vehicles upon the highways. 
(B) A test of the applicant’s ability to read and 
understand simple English used in highway traf-
fic and directional signs. 
(C) A test of the applicant’s understanding of 
traffic signs and signals, including the bikeway 
signs, markers, and traffic control devices estab-
lished by the Department of Transportation. 
(D) An actual demonstration of the applicant’s 
ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable con-
trol in operating a motor vehicle by driving it un-
der the supervision of an examining officer. The 
applicant shall submit to an examination appro-
priate to the type of motor vehicle or combination 
of vehicles the applicant desires a license to drive, 
except that the department may waive the driv-
ing test part of the examination for any applicant 
who submits a license issued by another state, 
territory, or possession of the United States, the 
District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico if the department verifies through 
any acknowledged national driver record data 
source that there are no stops, holds, or other im-
pediments to its issuance. The examining officer 
may request to see evidence of financial responsi-
bility for the vehicle before supervising the 
demonstration of the applicant’s ability to oper-
ate the vehicle. The examining officer may refuse 
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to examine an applicant who is unable to provide 
proof of financial responsibility for the vehicle, 
unless proof of financial responsibility is not re-
quired by this code. 
(E) A test of the hearing and eyesight of the ap-
plicant, and of other matters that may be neces-
sary to determine the mental and physical fitness 
of the applicant to operate a motor vehicle upon 
the highways, and whether any grounds exist for 
refusal of a license under this code. 

(2)(A) Before a class A or class B driver’s license, or 
class C driver’s license with a commercial endorse-
ment, may be issued or renewed, the applicant shall 
have in the applicant’s driver record a valid report 
of a medical examination of the applicant given not 
more than two years before the date of the applica-
tion by a health care professional. As used in this 
paragraph, “health care professional” means a per-
son who is licensed, certified, or registered in ac-
cordance with applicable state laws and regulations 
to practice medicine and perform physical examina-
tions in the United States. Health care profession-
als are doctors of medicine, doctors of osteopathy, 
physician assistants, and registered advanced prac-
tice nurses, or doctors of chiropractic who are clini-
cally competent to perform the medical examination 
presently required of motor carrier drivers by the 
United States Department of Transportation. The 
report shall be on a form approved by the depart-
ment. In establishing the requirements, considera-
tion may be given to the standards presently 
required of motor carrier drivers by the Federal Mo-
tor Carrier Safety Administration. 

(B) The department may accept a federal waiver 
of one or more physical qualification standards if 
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the waiver is accompanied by a report of a non-
qualifying medical examination for a class A or 
class B driver’s license, or class C driver’s license 
with a commercial endorsement, pursuant to Sec-
tion 391.41(a)(3)(ii) of Subpart E of Part 391 of 
Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(3) A physical defect of the applicant that, in the 
opinion of the department, is compensated for to en-
sure safe driving ability, shall not prevent the issu-
ance of a license to the applicant. 

(b) In accordance with the following classifications, an 
applicant for a driver’s license shall be required to sub-
mit to an examination appropriate to the type of motor 
vehicle or combination of vehicles the applicant de-
sires a license to drive: 

(1) Class A includes the following: 
(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (H) of 
paragraph (3), a combination of vehicles, if a ve-
hicle being towed has a gross vehicle weight rat-
ing or gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 
pounds. 
(B) A vehicle towing more than one vehicle. 
(C) A trailer bus. 
(D) The operation of all vehicles under class B 
and class C. 

(2) Class B includes the following: 
(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (H) of 
paragraph (3), a single vehicle with a gross vehi-
cle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of more 
than 26,000 pounds. 
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(B) A single vehicle with three or more axles, ex-
cept any three-axle vehicle weighing less than 
6,000 pounds. 
(C) A bus with a gross vehicle weight rating or 
gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds, 
except a trailer bus. 
(D) A farm labor vehicle. 
(E) A single vehicle with three or more axles or a 
gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle 
weight of more than 26,000 pounds towing an-
other vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating 
or gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or less. 
(F) A house car over 40 feet in length, excluding 
safety devices and safety bumpers. 
(G) The operation of all vehicles covered under 
class C. 

(3) Class C includes the following: 
(A) A two-axle vehicle with a gross vehicle weight 
rating or gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or 
less, including when the vehicle is towing a 
trailer or semitrailer with a gross vehicle weight 
rating or gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or 
less. 
(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), a two-
axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unla-
den when towing a trailer coach not exceeding 
9,000 pounds gross. 
(C) A house car of 40 feet in length or less. 
(D) A three-axle vehicle weighing 6,000 pounds 
gross or less. 
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(E) A house car of 40 feet in length or less or a 
vehicle towing another vehicle with a gross vehi-
cle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less, includ-
ing when a tow dolly is used. A person driving a 
vehicle may not tow another vehicle in violation 
of Section 21715. 
(F)(i) A two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds 
or more unladen when towing either a trailer 
coach or a fifth-wheel travel trailer not exceeding 
10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating, when 
the towing of the trailer is not for compensation. 

(ii) A two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds 
or more unladen when towing a fifth-wheel 
travel trailer exceeding 10,000 pounds, but not 
exceeding 15,000 pounds, gross vehicle weight 
rating, when the towing of the trailer is not for 
compensation, and if the person has passed a 
specialized written examination provided by 
the department relating to the knowledge of 
this code and other safety aspects governing 
the towing of recreational vehicles upon the 
highway. 
(iii) The authority to operate combinations of 
vehicles under this subparagraph may be 
granted by endorsement on a class C license 
upon completion of that written examination. 

(G) A vehicle or combination of vehicles with a 
gross combination weight rating or a gross vehi-
cle weight rating, as those terms are defined in 
subdivisions (j) and (k), respectively, of Section 
15210, of 26,000 pounds or less, if all of the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 
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(i) Is operated by a farmer, an employee of a 
farmer, or an instructor credentialed in agri-
culture as part of an instructional program in 
agriculture at the high school, community col-
lege, or university level. 
(ii) Is used exclusively in the conduct of agri-
cultural operations. 
(iii) Is not used in the capacity of a for-hire car-
rier or for compensation. 

(H) Firefighting equipment, provided that the 
equipment is operated by a person who holds a 
firefighter endorsement pursuant to Section 
12804.11. 
(I) A motorized scooter. 
(J) A bus with a gross vehicle weight rating or 
gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less, ex-
cept a trailer bus. 
(K) Class C does not include a two-wheel motor-
cycle or a two-wheel motor-driven cycle. 

(4) Class M1. A two-wheel motorcycle or a motor-
driven cycle. Authority to operate a vehicle included 
in a class M1 license may be granted by endorse-
ment on a class A, B, or C license upon completion 
of an appropriate examination. 
(5)(A) Class M2 includes a motorized bicycle or mo-
ped, or a bicycle with an attached motor, except an 
electric bicycle as described in subdivision (a) of Sec-
tion 312.5. 

(B) Authority to operate vehicles included in 
class M2 may be granted by endorsement on a 
class A, B, or C license upon completion of an ap-
propriate examination. Persons holding a class 
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M1 license or endorsement may operate vehicles 
included in class M2 without further examina-
tion. 

(c) A driver’s license or driver certificate is not valid 
for operating a commercial motor vehicle, as defined 
in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, any other motor 
vehicle listed in paragraph (1) or (2) of subdivision (b), 
or any other vehicle requiring a driver to hold any 
driver certificate or any driver’s license endorsement 
under Section 15275, unless a medical certificate ap-
proved by the department that has been issued within 
two years of the date of the operation of that vehicle 
and a copy of the medical examination report from 
which the certificate was issued is on file with the de-
partment. Otherwise, the license is valid only for op-
erating class C vehicles that are not commercial 
vehicles, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, 
and for operating class M1 or M2 vehicles, if so en-
dorsed, that are not commercial vehicles, as defined in 
subdivision (b) of Section 15210. 
(d) A license or driver certificate issued before the en-
actment of Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 
15200) is valid to operate the class or type of vehicles 
specified under the law in existence before that enact-
ment until the license or certificate expires or is oth-
erwise suspended, revoked, or canceled. Upon 
application for renewal or replacement of a driver’s li-
cense, endorsement, or certificate required to operate 
a commercial motor vehicle, a valid medical certificate 
on a form approved by the department shall be sub-
mitted to the department. 
(e) The department may accept a certificate of driving 
skill that is issued by an employer, authorized by the 
department to issue a certificate under Section 15250, 
of the applicant, in lieu of a driving test, on class A or 
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B applications, if the applicant has first qualified for a 
class C license and has met the other examination re-
quirements for the license for which the applicant is 
applying. The certificate may be submitted as evi-
dence of the applicant’s skill in the operation of the 
types of equipment covered by the license for which 
the applicant is applying. 
(f) The department may accept a certificate of compe-
tence in lieu of a driving test on class M1 or M2 appli-
cations, when the certificate is issued by a law 
enforcement agency for its officers who operate class 
M1 or M2 vehicles in their duties, if the applicant has 
met the other examination requirements for the li-
cense for which the applicant is applying. 
(g) The department may accept a certificate of satis-
factory completion of a motorcyclist training program 
approved by the commissioner pursuant to Section 
2932 in lieu of a driving test on class M1 or M2 appli-
cations, if the applicant has met the other examination 
requirements for the license for which the applicant is 
applying. The department shall review and approve 
the written and driving test used by a program to de-
termine whether the program may issue a certificate 
of completion. 
(h) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), a person holding 
a valid California driver’s license of any class may op-
erate a short-term rental motorized bicycle without 
taking any special examination for the operation of a 
motorized bicycle, and without having a class M2 en-
dorsement on that license. As used in this subdivision, 
“short-term” means 48 hours or less. 
(i) A person under 21 years of age shall not be issued 
a class M1 or M2 license or endorsement unless the 
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person provides evidence satisfactory to the depart-
ment of completion of a novice motorcycle safety train-
ing program that is operated pursuant to Article 2 
(commencing with Section 2930) of Chapter 5 of Divi-
sion 2. 
(j) A driver of a vanpool vehicle may operate with a 
class C license but shall possess evidence of a medical 
examination required for a class B license when oper-
ating vanpool vehicles. In order to be eligible to drive 
the vanpool vehicle, the driver shall keep in the 
vanpool vehicle a statement, signed under penalty of 
perjury, that the driver has not been convicted of reck-
less driving, drunk driving, or a hit-and-run offense in 
the last five years. 
(k) This section shall remain in effect only until Jan-
uary 1, 2029, and as of that date is repealed. 
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Cal. Veh. Code § 12805 
Issuance or renewal of driver’s license  

prohibited; grounds; issuance of Real ID 
driver’s license prohibited; grounds;  

cancellation of license 
(a) The department shall not issue a driver’s license 
to, or renew a driver’s license of, any person: 

(1) Who is not of legal age to receive a driver’s li-
cense. 
(2) Whose best corrected visual acuity is 20/200 or 
worse in that person’s better eye, as verified by an 
optometrist or ophthalmologist. A person shall not 
use a bioptic telescopic or similar lens to meet the 
20/200 visual acuity standards. 
(3) Who is unable, as shown by examination, to un-
derstand traffic signs or signals or who does not 
have a reasonable knowledge of the requirements of 
this code governing the operation of vehicles upon 
the highways. 
(4) When it is determined, by examination or other 
evidence, that the person is unable to safely operate 
a motor vehicle upon a highway. 
(5) Who is unable to read and understand English 
used in highway traffic and directional signs. 
(6) Who holds a valid driver’s license issued by a 
foreign jurisdiction unless the license has been sur-
rendered to the department, or is lost or destroyed. 
(7) Who has ever held, or is the holder of, a license 
to drive issued by another state, territory, or posses-
sion of the United States, the District of Columbia, 
or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and that li-
cense has been suspended by reason, in whole or in 
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part, of a conviction of a traffic violation until the 
suspension period has terminated, except that the 
department may issue a license to the applicant if, 
in the opinion of the department, it will be safe to 
issue a license to a person whose license to drive 
was suspended by a state that is not a party to the 
Driver License Compact provided for in Chapter 6 
(commencing with Section 15000) of Division 6. 
(8) Who has ever held, or is the holder of, a license 
to drive issued by another state, territory, or posses-
sion of the United States, the District of Columbia 
or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and that li-
cense has been revoked by reason, in whole or in 
part, of a conviction of a traffic violation, until the 
revocation has been terminated or after the expira-
tion of one year from the date the license was re-
voked, whichever occurs first, except that the 
department may issue a license to the applicant if, 
in the opinion of the department, it will be safe to 
issue a license to a person whose license to drive 
was revoked by a state that is not a party to the 
Driver License Compact provided for in Chapter 6 
(commencing with Section 15000) of Division 6. 

(b) The department shall not issue a Real ID driver’s 
license to a person who holds a valid Real ID identifi-
cation card. 
(c) The department may cancel a driver’s license in or-
der to enable compliance with subdivision (b). 
(d) This section shall become operative on January 1, 
2018. 
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California Values Act, Cal. Gov. Code § 7284.2 
Legislative findings and declarations  

The Legislature finds and declares the following: 
(a) Immigrants are valuable and essential members of 
the California community. Almost one in three Cali-
fornians is foreign born and one in two children in Cal-
ifornia has at least one immigrant parent. 
(b) A relationship of trust between California’s immi-
grant community and state and local agencies is cen-
tral to the public safety of the people of California. 
(c) This trust is threatened when state and local agen-
cies are entangled with federal immigration enforce-
ment, with the result that immigrant community 
members fear approaching police when they are vic-
tims of, and witnesses to, crimes, seeking basic health 
services, or attending school, to the detriment of public 
safety and the well-being of all Californians. 
(d) Entangling state and local agencies with federal 
immigration enforcement programs diverts already 
limited resources and blurs the lines of accountability 
between local, state, and federal governments. 
(e) State and local participation in federal immigra-
tion enforcement programs also raises constitutional 
concerns, including the prospect that California resi-
dents could be detained in violation of the Fourth 
Amendment to the United States Constitution, tar-
geted on the basis of race or ethnicity in violation of 
the Equal Protection Clause, or denied access to edu-
cation based on immigration status. See Sanchez 
Ochoa v. Campbell, et al. (E.D. Wash. 2017) 2017 WL 
3476777; Trujillo Santoya v. United States, et al. 
(W.D. Tex. 2017) 2017 WL 2896021; Moreno v. Napo-
litano (N.D. Ill. 2016) 213 F. Supp. 3d 999; Morales v. 
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Chadbourne (1st Cir. 2015) 793 F.3d 208; Miranda-
Olivares v. Clackamas County (D. Or. 2014) 2014 WL 
1414305; Galarza v. Szalczyk (3d Cir. 2014) 745 F.3d 
634. 
(f) This chapter seeks to ensure effective policing, to 
protect the safety, well-being, and constitutional 
rights of the people of California, and to direct the 
state’s limited resources to matters of greatest concern 
to state and local governments. 
(g) It is the intent of the Legislature that this chapter 
shall not be construed as providing, expanding, or rat-
ifying any legal authority for any state or local law en-
forcement agency to participate in immigration 
enforcement. 
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California Values Act, Cal. Gov. Code § 7284.4 
Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter, the following terms have 
the following meanings: 
(a) “California law enforcement agency” means a state 
or local law enforcement agency, including school po-
lice or security departments. “California law enforce-
ment agency” does not include the Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation. 
(b) “Civil immigration warrant” means any warrant 
for a violation of federal civil immigration law, and in-
cludes civil immigration warrants entered in the Na-
tional Crime Information Center database. 
(c) “Immigration authority” means any federal, state, 
or local officer, employee, or person performing immi-
gration enforcement functions. 
(d) “Health facility” includes health facilities as de-
fined in Section 1250 of the Health and Safety Code, 
clinics as defined in Sections 1200 and 1200.1 of the 
Health and Safety Code, and substance abuse treat-
ment facilities. 
(e) “Hold request,” “notification request,” “transfer re-
quest,” and “local law enforcement agency” have the 
same meaning as provided in Section 7283. Hold, no-
tification, and transfer requests include requests is-
sued by United States Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement or United States Customs and Border 
Protection as well as any other immigration authori-
ties. 
(f) “Immigration enforcement” includes any and all ef-
forts to investigate, enforce, or assist in the investiga-
tion or enforcement of any federal civil immigration 
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law, and also includes any and all efforts to investi-
gate, enforce, or assist in the investigation or enforce-
ment of any federal criminal immigration law that 
penalizes a person’s presence in, entry, or reentry to, 
or employment in, the United States. 
(g) “Joint law enforcement task force” means at least 
one California law enforcement agency collaborating, 
engaging, or partnering with at least one federal law 
enforcement agency in investigating federal or state 
crimes. 
(h) “Judicial probable cause determination” means a 
determination made by a federal judge or federal mag-
istrate judge that probable cause exists that an indi-
vidual has violated federal criminal immigration law 
and that authorizes a law enforcement officer to arrest 
and take into custody the individual. 
(i) “Judicial warrant” means a warrant based on prob-
able cause for a violation of federal criminal immigra-
tion law and issued by a federal judge or a federal 
magistrate judge that authorizes a law enforcement 
officer to arrest and take into custody the person who 
is the subject of the warrant. 
(j) “Public schools” means all public elementary and 
secondary schools under the jurisdiction of local gov-
erning boards or a charter school board, the California 
State University, and the California Community Col-
leges. 
(k) “School police and security departments” includes 
police and security departments of the California 
State University, the California Community Colleges, 
charter schools, county offices of education, schools, 
and school districts. 
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California Values Act, Cal. Gov. Code § 7284.6 
Law enforcement agency personnel or  

resources; investigation or detainment of  
persons for immigration enforcement 
purposes; report on joint task forces 

(a) California law enforcement agencies shall not: 
(1) Use agency or department moneys or personnel 
to investigate, interrogate, detain, detect, or arrest 
persons for immigration enforcement purposes, in-
cluding any of the following: 

(A) Inquiring into an individual’s immigration 
status. 
(B) Detaining an individual on the basis of a hold 
request. 
(C) Providing information regarding a person’s 
release date or responding to requests for notifi-
cation by providing release dates or other infor-
mation unless that information is available to the 
public, or is in response to a notification request 
from immigration authorities in accordance with 
Section 7282.5. Responses are never required, 
but are permitted under this subdivision, pro-
vided that they do not violate any local law or pol-
icy. 
(D) Providing personal information, as defined in 
Section 1798.3 of the Civil Code, about an indi-
vidual, including, but not limited to, the individ-
ual’s home address or work address unless that 
information is available to the public. 
(E) Making or intentionally participating in ar-
rests based on civil immigration warrants. 
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(F) Assisting immigration authorities in the ac-
tivities described in Section 1357(a)(3) of Title 8 
of the United States Code. 
(G) Performing the functions of an immigration 
officer, whether pursuant to Section 1357(g) of Ti-
tle 8 of the United States Code or any other law, 
regulation, or policy, whether formal or informal. 

(2) Place peace officers under the supervision of fed-
eral agencies or employ peace officers deputized as 
special federal officers or special federal deputies for 
purposes of immigration enforcement. All peace of-
ficers remain subject to California law governing 
conduct of peace officers and the policies of the em-
ploying agency. 
(3) Use immigration authorities as interpreters for 
law enforcement matters relating to individuals in 
agency or department custody. 
(4) Transfer an individual to immigration authori-
ties unless authorized by a judicial warrant or judi-
cial probable cause determination, or in accordance 
with Section 7282.5. 
(5) Provide office space exclusively dedicated for im-
migration authorities for use within a city or county 
law enforcement facility. 
(6) Contract with the federal government for use of 
California law enforcement agency facilities to 
house individuals as federal detainees for purposes 
of civil immigration custody, except pursuant to 
Chapter 17.8 (commencing with Section 7310). 

(b) Notwithstanding the limitations in subdivision 
(a), this section does not prevent any California law 
enforcement agency from doing any of the following 
that does not violate any policy of the law enforcement 
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agency or any local law or policy of the jurisdiction in 
which the agency is operating: 

(1) Investigating, enforcing, or detaining upon rea-
sonable suspicion of, or arresting for a violation of, 
Section 1326(a) of Title 8 of the United States Code 
that may be subject to the enhancement specified in 
Section 1326(b)(2) of Title 8 of the United States 
Code and that is detected during an unrelated law 
enforcement activity. Transfers to immigration au-
thorities are permitted under this subsection only 
in accordance with paragraph (4) of subdivision (a). 
(2) Responding to a request from immigration au-
thorities for information about a specific person’s 
criminal history, including previous criminal ar-
rests, convictions, or similar criminal history infor-
mation accessed through the California Law 
Enforcement Telecommunications System 
(CLETS), where otherwise permitted by state law. 
(3) Conducting enforcement or investigative duties 
associated with a joint law enforcement task force, 
including the sharing of confidential information 
with other law enforcement agencies for purposes of 
task force investigations, so long as the following 
conditions are met: 

(A) The primary purpose of the joint law enforce-
ment task force is not immigration enforcement, 
as defined in subdivision (f) of Section 7284.4. 
(B) The enforcement or investigative duties are 
primarily related to a violation of state or federal 
law unrelated to immigration enforcement. 
(C) Participation in the task force by a California 
law enforcement agency does not violate any local 
law or policy to which it is otherwise subject. 
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(4) Making inquiries into information necessary to 
certify an individual who has been identified as a 
potential crime or trafficking victim for a T or U 
Visa pursuant to Section 1101(a)(15)(T) or 
1101(a)(15)(U) of Title 8 of the United States Code 
or to comply with Section 922(d)(5) of Title 18 of the 
United States Code. 
(5) Giving immigration authorities access to inter-
view an individual in agency or department cus-
tody. All interview access shall comply with 
requirements of the TRUTH Act (Chapter 17.2 
(commencing with Section 7283)). 

(c)(1) If a California law enforcement agency chooses 
to participate in a joint law enforcement task force, for 
which a California law enforcement agency has agreed 
to dedicate personnel or resources on an ongoing basis, 
it shall submit a report annually to the Department of 
Justice, as specified by the Attorney General. The law 
enforcement agency shall report the following infor-
mation, if known, for each task force of which it is a 
member: 

(A) The purpose of the task force. 
(B) The federal, state, and local law enforcement 
agencies involved. 
(C) The total number of arrests made during the 
reporting period. 
(D) The number of people arrested for immigra-
tion enforcement purposes. 

(2) All law enforcement agencies shall report annu-
ally to the Department of Justice, in a manner spec-
ified by the Attorney General, the number of 
transfers pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision 
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(a), and the offense that allowed for the transfer 
pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (a). 
(3) All records described in this subdivision shall be 
public records for purposes of the California Public 
Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 
7920.000)), including the exemptions provided by 
that act and, as permitted under that act, personal 
identifying information may be redacted prior to 
public disclosure. To the extent that disclosure of a 
particular item of information would endanger the 
safety of a person involved in an investigation, or 
would endanger the successful completion of the in-
vestigation or a related investigation, that infor-
mation shall not be disclosed. 
(4) If more than one California law enforcement 
agency is participating in a joint task force that 
meets the reporting requirement pursuant to this 
section, the joint task force shall designate a local 
or state agency responsible for completing the re-
porting requirement. 

(d) The Attorney General, by March 1, 2019, and an-
nually thereafter, shall report on the total number of 
arrests made by joint law enforcement task forces, and 
the total number of arrests made for the purpose of 
immigration enforcement by all task force partici-
pants, including federal law enforcement agencies. To 
the extent that disclosure of a particular item of infor-
mation would endanger the safety of a person involved 
in an investigation, or would endanger the successful 
completion of the investigation or a related investiga-
tion, that information shall not be included in the At-
torney General’s report. The Attorney General shall 
post the reports required by this subdivision on the At-
torney General’s internet website. 
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(e) This section does not prohibit or restrict any gov-
ernment entity or official from sending to, or receiving 
from, federal immigration authorities, information re-
garding the citizenship or immigration status, lawful 
or unlawful, of an individual, or from requesting from 
federal immigration authorities immigration status 
information, lawful or unlawful, of any individual, or 
maintaining or exchanging that information with any 
other federal, state, or local government entity, pursu-
ant to Sections 1373 and 1644 of Title 8 of the United 
States Code. 
(f) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a California 
law enforcement agency from asserting its own juris-
diction over criminal law enforcement matters. 
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Cal. Code Regs. tit. 13, § 26.01 
Commercial driver license citizenship and  

residency 
The department may not issue a commercial driver’s 
license or commercial learner’s permit to any person 
unless the person presents to the department proof of 
his or her legal presence in the U.S., and proof of Cal-
ifornia residency. 
(a) If a person is a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent 
resident in the U.S., he or she shall submit one of the 
following genuine documents bearing his or her true 
full name to the department: 

(1) Valid, unexpired U.S. passport or passport card. 
(2) Certified copy of a birth certificate filed with a 
State Office of Vital Statistics or equivalent agency 
in the individual’s state of birth; from Puerto Rico, 
on or after July 1, 2010; from the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, on or after January 17, 1917; from Guam, on 
or after April 10, 1899; or from American Samoa, or 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, after November 4, 1986. 
(3) U.S. Certificate of Birth Abroad (FS-545, issued 
by the U.S. Department of State, or DS-1350, issued 
by the U.S. Department of State) or a Consular Re-
port of Birth Abroad of U.S. Citizen (FS-240, issued 
by the U.S. Department of State). 
(4) Certificate of Naturalization (N-550, issued by 
the U.S. Department of Homeland security, N-570, 
issued by the U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, or N-578, issued by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security). 
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(5) Certificate of Citizenship (N-560, issued by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, N-561, is-
sued by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
or N-645, issued by the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security). 
(6) A valid, unexpired Permanent Resident Card, 
issued by the United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (USCIS) or Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service (INS). 

(b) If a person cannot submit one of the documents 
listed in subsection (a), he or she may present one of 
the following documents bearing his or her true full 
name to the department. 

(1) A valid, unexpired employment authorization 
document (EAD), Form I-766, I-668A, or I-688B; or 
(2) A valid, unexpired foreign passport with an ap-
proved I-94 form. 

(c) To establish proof of California residency, the ap-
plicant for an original commercial driver’s license or 
commercial learner’s permit, a renewal of a commer-
cial license or commercial learner’s permit, or an up-
grade or transfer of a commercial driver’s license shall 
present to the department one of the following docu-
ments bearing the applicant’s first and last name. 
With the exception of subsections (c)(19) and (c)(20), 
the document must list the applicant’s first and last 
name and the California residence address must 
match the mailing address listed on the commercial 
driver’s license application. 

(1) Rental or lease agreement with the signatures 
of the owner/landlord and the tenant/resident. 
(2) Deed or title to residential real property. 
(3) Mortgage bill. 
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(4) Home utility bill including cellular phone bills. 
(5) School document as defined in Section 
16.06(a)(1). 
(6) Medical document. 
(7) Employment document. 
(8) Faith-based documents that include the name 
and address of the issuing organization. 
(9) Insurance document, including medical, dental, 
vision, life, home, rental and vehicle. 
(10) Internal Revenue Service or California Fran-
chise Tax Board tax return. 
(11) California Certificate of Vehicle or Vessel Title 
or registration. 
(12) Change of Address Confirmation by the United 
States Postal Service (Form CNL 107). 
(13) Document issued by a government within the 
U.S. or the U.S. government institution as defined 
in Section 16.02(b). 
(14) A property tax bill or statement. 
(15) Record of a financial institution as defined in 
Section 16.10(c)(16). 
(16) Voter registration confirmation letter or post-
card issued by California Secretary of State or a lo-
cal California county elections officer. 
(17) Proof of payment of resident tuition at a public 
institution of higher education located in California. 
(18) An original or copy of an approved Claim for 
Homeowner’s Property Tax Exemption (Form BOE-
266) filed with a local California County Assessor. 
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(19) Court document that lists the applicant as a 
resident of California. 
(20) A letter, on letterhead from a homeless shelter, 
a shelter for abused women, a nonprofit entity, a 
faith-based organization, an employer, or a govern-
ment within the United States attesting that the 
applicant resides in California. 

(d) Notwithstanding subsection (c), a parent, a legal 
guardian, or a child may use a birth certificate and a 
spouse or domestic partner may use a marriage license 
or domestic partner registration certificate to trace his 
or her relationship to the individual to whom a resi-
dency document listed in subsection (c) has been ad-
dressed. 
(e) The department may determine additional docu-
ments that will assist in verifying an applicant’s true 
California residency on a case-by-case basis. 
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Cal. Code Regs. tit. 13, § 26.02 
Citizenship and residency proof for issuance, 
renewal, transfer or upgrade of commercial 

learner’s permit or license  
(a) If the department verifies the U.S. citizenship or 
lawful permanent residency of a license or permit 
holder and records the date of that verification in the 
department record associated with the license or per-
mit holder, the department may rely on this record as 
proof of citizenship or lawful permanent residency. 
(b) If the department does not have a record of prior 
verification of U.S. citizenship or lawful permanent 
residency for any license or permit holder, the proof 
must be submitted pursuant to section 26.01. 
(c) A commercial driver’s license or commercial 
learner’s permit issued to a person submitting docu-
ments pursuant to 26.01(b) will be termed to expire on 
the same date as the expiration date on the valid DHS 
document. The person may not renew or upgrade with-
out submitting a document pursuant to 26.01(a) or (b). 
(d) Proof of residency is required for each issuance, re-
newal, transfer or upgrade of any commercial 
learner’s permit or commercial driver’s license. 
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