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APPENDIX F. OTHER STATES’ RELEVANT FIREARMS STATUTES 
 

 ALABAMA 
 

AL Code § 13A-11-62  (Cum. Supp. 2021) 
For purposes of this division, the following terms shall have the following meanings, 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
(1) FIREARM. Definition is same as provided in Section 13A-8-1(4). 
(2) RIFLE. Any weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be 
fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the 
energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire only a single projectile 
through a rifled bore for each pull of the trigger. 
(3) SHOTGUN. A weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to 
be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use 
the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth bore 
either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger. 
(4) SHORT-BARRELED RIFLE. A rifle having one or more barrels less than 16 
inches in length and any weapon made from a rifle (whether by alteration, 
modification, or otherwise) if such weapon, as modified, has an overall length of less 
than 26 inches. 
(5) SHORT-BARRELED SHOTGUN. A shotgun having one or more barrels less 
than 18 inches in length and any weapon made from a shotgun (whether by 
alteration, modification, or otherwise) if such weapon as modified has an overall 
length of less than 26 inches. 

AL Code § 13A-11-63 (Cum. Supp. 2021) 
(a) A person who possesses, obtains, receives, sells, or uses a short-barreled rifle or 
a short-barreled shotgun in violation of federal law is guilty of a Class C felony. 
(b) This section does not apply to a peace officer who possesses, obtains, receives, 
sells, or uses a short-barreled rifle or a short-barreled shotgun in the course of or in 
connection with his or her official duties. 
 

ALASKA 
 

Alaska Stat. §§ 11.61.200(h)(1)(A-D) 
AS 11.61.200. Misconduct Involving Weapons in the Third Degree. 
(1) "prohibited weapon" means any 
(A) explosive, incendiary, or noxious gas 
(i) mine or device that is designed, made, or adapted for the purpose of inflicting 
serious physical injury or death; 
(ii) rocket, other than an emergency flare, having a propellant charge of more than 
four ounces; 
(iii) bomb; or 
(iv) grenade; 
(B) device designed, made, or adapted to muffle the report of a firearm; 
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(C) firearm that is capable of shooting more than one shot automatically, without 
manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger; or 
(D) rifle with a barrel length of less than 16 inches, shotgun with a barrel length of 
less than 18 inches, or firearm made from a rifle or shotgun which, as modified, has 
an overall length of less than 26 inches; 
(2) "unconditional discharge" has the meaning ascribed to it in AS 12.55.185. 
(i) Misconduct involving weapons in the third degree is a class C felony. 
 

ARIZONA 
AZ Rev Stat § 13-3101(8) (Cum. Supp. 2021) 

8. " Prohibited weapon" : 
(a) Includes the following: 
(i) An item that is a bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant charge of more than 
four ounces or mine and that is explosive, incendiary or poison gas. 
(ii) A device that is designed, made or adapted to muffle the report of a firearm. 
(iii) A firearm that is capable of shooting more than one shot automatically, without 
manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger. 
(iv) A rifle with a barrel length of less than sixteen inches, or shotgun with a barrel 
length of less than eighteen inches, or any firearm that is made from a rifle or 
shotgun and that, as modified, has an overall length of less than twenty-six inches. 
(v) A breakable container that contains a flammable liquid with a flash point of one 
hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit or less and that has a wick or similar device 
capable of being ignited. 
(vi) A chemical or combination of chemicals, compounds or materials, including dry 
ice, that is possessed or manufactured for the purpose of generating a gas to cause a 
mechanical failure, rupture or bursting or an explosion or detonation of the 
chemical or combination of chemicals, compounds or materials. 
(vii) An improvised explosive device. 
(viii) Any combination of parts or materials that is designed and intended for use in 
making or converting a device into an item set forth in item (i), (v) or (vii) of this 
subdivision. 
(b) Does not include: 
(i) Any fireworks that are imported, distributed or used in compliance with state 
laws or local ordinances. 
(ii) Any propellant, propellant actuated devices or propellant actuated industrial 
tools that are manufactured, imported or distributed for their intended purposes. 
(iii) A device that is commercially manufactured primarily for the purpose of 
illumination. 

ARKANSAS 
AR Code § 5-73-104 (2020) 

§5-73-104. Criminal use of prohibited weapons. 
(a) A person commits the offense of criminal use of prohibited weapons if, except as 
authorized by law, he or she knowingly uses, possesses, makes, repairs, sells, or 
otherwise deals in any: (1) Bomb; (2) Metal knuckles; or (3) Other implement for the 
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infliction of serious physical injury or death that serves no lawful purpose. (b) This 
section does not apply if the person uses, possesses, makes, repairs, sells, or 
otherwise deals in an item described in this section that is in compliance with the 
National Firearms Act, 26 U.S.C. §§ 5801 -- 5861, or other applicable federal law, as 
either existed on January 1, 2019. 
 

CALIFORNIA 
 

CA Penal Code § 33210 (2021) 
Except as expressly provided in Sections 33215 to 33225, inclusive, and in Chapter 
1 (commencing with Section 17700) of Division 2 of Title 2, and solely in accordance 
with those provisions, no person may manufacture, import into this state, keep for 
sale, offer for sale, give, lend, or possess any short-barreled rifle or short-barreled 
shotgun. Nothing else in any provision listed in Section 16580 shall be construed as 
authorizing the manufacture, importation into the state, keeping for sale, offering 
for sale, or giving, lending, or possession of any short-barreled rifle or short-barreled 
shotgun. 

CA Penal Code § 32310 (2021) 
(a) Except as provided in Article 2 (commencing with Section 32400) of this chapter 
and in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 17700) of Division 2 of Title 2, any 
person in this state who manufactures or causes to be manufactured, imports into 
the state, keeps for sale, or offers or exposes for sale, or who gives, lends, buys, or 
receives any large-capacity magazine is punishable by imprisonment in a county jail 
not exceeding one year or imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170. 
(b) For purposes of this section, “manufacturing” includes both fabricating a 
magazine and assembling a magazine from a combination of parts, including, but 
not limited to, the body, spring, follower, and floor plate or end plate, to be a fully 
functioning large-capacity magazine. 
(c) Except as provided in Article 2 (commencing with Section 32400) of this chapter 
and in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 17700) of Division 2 of Title 2, 
commencing July 1, 2017, any person in this state who possesses any large-capacity 
magazine, regardless of the date the magazine was acquired, is guilty of an 
infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) per large-
capacity magazine, or is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed 
one hundred dollars ($100) per large-capacity magazine, by imprisonment in a 
county jail not to exceed one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment. 
(d) Any person who may not lawfully possess a large-capacity magazine 
commencing July 1, 2017 shall, prior to July 1, 2017: 
(1) Remove the large-capacity magazine from the state; 
(2) Sell the large-capacity magazine to a licensed firearms dealer; or 
(3) Surrender the large-capacity magazine to a law enforcement agency for 
destruction. 
 

CA Penal Code § 30605 (2020)   
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(a) Any person who, within this state, possesses any assault weapon, except as 
provided in this chapter, shall be punished by imprisonment in a county jail for a 
period not exceeding one year, or by imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of 
Section 1170. 
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a first violation of these provisions is 
punishable by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) if the person was 
found in possession of no more than two firearms in compliance with Section 30945 
and the person meets all of the following conditions: 
(1) The person proves that he or she lawfully possessed the assault weapon prior to 
the date it was defined as an assault weapon. 
(2) The person has not previously been convicted of a violation of this article. 
(3) The person was found to be in possession of the assault weapon within one year 
following the end of the one-year registration period established pursuant to Section 
30900. 
(4) The person relinquished the firearm pursuant to Section 31100, in which case 
the assault weapon shall be destroyed pursuant to Sections 18000 and 18005. 
 

COLORADO 
CO Code § 18-12-102 (2021) 

1. As used in this section, the term “dangerous weapon” means a firearm 
silencer, machine gun, short shotgun, short rifle, or ballistic knife. 

2. As used in this section, the term “illegal weapon” means a blackjack, a gas 
gun, or metallic knuckles. 

3. A person who knowingly possesses a dangerous weapon commits a class 5 
felony. Each subsequent violation of this subsection (3) by the same person 
shall be a class 4 felony. 

4. A person who knowingly possesses an illegal weapon commits a class 1 
misdemeanor. 

5. It shall be an affirmative defense to the charge of possessing a dangerous 
weapon, or to the charge of possessing an illegal weapon, that the person so 
accused was a peace officer or member of the armed forces of the United 
States or Colorado National Guard acting in the lawful discharge of his 
duties, or that said person has a valid permit and license for possession of 
such weapon. 

 
CONNECTICUT 

CT Gen Stat § 53-202c (2020) 
(a) Except as provided in section 53-202e, any person who, within this state, 
possesses an assault weapon, except as provided in sections 53-202a to 53-202k, 
inclusive, and 53-202o, shall be guilty of a class D felony and shall be sentenced to a 
term of imprisonment of which one year may not be suspended or reduced by the 
court, except that a first-time violation of this subsection shall be a class A 
misdemeanor if (1) the person presents proof that such person lawfully possessed 
the assault weapon (A) prior to October 1, 1993, with respect to an assault weapon 
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described in subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a, or (B) on April 
4, 2013, under the provisions of sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive, in effect on 
January 1, 2013, with respect to an assault weapon described in any provision of 
subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a, and (2) the 
person has otherwise possessed the assault weapon in compliance with subsection 
(f) of section 53-202d. 
(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to the possession 
of assault weapons by: (1) The Department of Emergency Services and Public 
Protection, police departments, the Department of Correction, the Division of 
Criminal Justice, the Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection or the military or naval forces of this state or of the 
United States, (2) a sworn and duly certified member of an organized police 
department, the Division of State Police within the Department of Emergency 
Services and Public Protection or the Department of Correction, a chief inspector or 
inspector in the Division of Criminal Justice, a salaried inspector of motor vehicles 
designated by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, a conservation officer or special 
conservation officer appointed by the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental 
Protection pursuant to section 26-5, or a constable who is certified by the Police 
Officer Standards and Training Council and appointed by the chief executive 
authority of a town, city or borough to perform criminal law enforcement duties, for 
use by such sworn member, inspector, officer or constable in the discharge of such 
sworn member's, inspector's, officer's or constable's official duties or when off duty, 
(3) a member of the military or naval forces of this state or of the United States, or 
(4) a nuclear facility licensed by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
for the purpose of providing security services at such facility, or any contractor or 
subcontractor of such facility for the purpose of providing security services at such 
facility. 
(c) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to the possession of 
an assault weapon described in subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 53-
202a by any person prior to July 1, 1994, if all of the following are applicable: 
(1) The person is eligible under sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive, to apply for a 
certificate of possession for the assault weapon by July 1, 1994; 
(2) The person lawfully possessed the assault weapon prior to October 1, 1993; and 
(3) The person is otherwise in compliance with sections 53-202a to 53-202k, 
inclusive. 
(d) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to the possession 
of an assault weapon described in any provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), 
inclusive, of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a by any person prior to April 5, 2013, 
if all of the following are applicable: 
(1) The person is eligible under sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive, to apply for a 
certificate of possession for the assault weapon by January 1, 2014; 
(2) The person lawfully possessed the assault weapon on April 4, 2013, under the 
provisions of sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive, in effect on January 1, 2013; 
and 
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(3) The person is otherwise in compliance with sections 53-202a to 53-202k, 
inclusive. 
(e) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to a person who is 
the executor or administrator of an estate that includes an assault weapon, or the 
trustee of a trust that includes an assault weapon, for which a certificate of 
possession has been issued under section 53-202d if the assault weapon is possessed 
at a place set forth in subdivision (1) of subsection (f) of section 53-202d or as 
authorized by the Probate Court. 
(f) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to the possession of 
a semiautomatic pistol that is defined as an assault weapon in any provision of 
subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a that the 
Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection designates as being 
designed expressly for use in target shooting events at the Olympic games 
sponsored by the International Olympic Committee pursuant to regulations adopted 
under subdivision (4) of subsection (b) of section 53-202b that is (1) possessed and 
transported in accordance with subsection (f) of section 53-202d, or (2) possessed at 
or transported to or from a collegiate, Olympic or target pistol shooting competition 
in this state which is sponsored by, conducted under the auspices of, or approved by 
a law enforcement agency or a nationally or state recognized entity that fosters 
proficiency in, or promotes education about, firearms, provided such pistol is 
transported in the manner prescribed in subsection (a) of section 53-202f. 

CT Gen Stat § 53-202w (2020) 
(1) “Large capacity magazine” means any firearm magazine, belt, drum, feed strip 
or similar device that has the capacity of, or can be readily restored or converted to 
accept, more than ten rounds of ammunition, but does not include: (A) A feeding 
device that has been permanently altered so that it cannot accommodate more than 
ten rounds of ammunition, (B) a .22 caliber tube ammunition feeding device, (C) a 
tubular magazine that is contained in a lever-action firearm, or (D) a magazine that 
is permanently inoperable; 
(2) “Lawfully possesses”, with respect to a large capacity magazine, means that a 
person has (A) actual and lawful possession of the large capacity magazine, (B) 
constructive possession of the large capacity magazine pursuant to a lawful 
purchase of a firearm that contains a large capacity magazine that was transacted 
prior to or on April 4, 2013, regardless of whether the firearm was delivered to the 
purchaser prior to or on April 4, 2013, which lawful purchase is evidenced by a 
writing sufficient to indicate that (i) a contract for sale was made between the 
parties prior to or on April 4, 2013, for the purchase of the firearm, or (ii) full or 
partial payment for the firearm was made by the purchaser to the seller of the 
firearm prior to or on April 4, 2013, or (C) actual possession under subparagraph (A) 
of this subdivision, or constructive possession under subparagraph (B) of this 
subdivision, as evidenced by a written statement made under penalty of false 
statement on such form as the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public 
Protection prescribes; and 
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(3) “Licensed gun dealer” means a person who has a federal firearms license and a 
permit to sell firearms pursuant to section 29-28. 
(b) Except as provided in this section, on and after April 5, 2013, any person who, 
within this state, distributes, imports into this state, keeps for sale, offers or 
exposes for sale, or purchases a large capacity magazine shall be guilty of a class D 
felony. On and after April 5, 2013, any person who, within this state, transfers a 
large capacity magazine, except as provided in subsection (f) of this section, shall be 
guilty of a class D felony. 
(c) Except as provided in this section and section 53-202x: (1) Any person who 
possesses a large capacity magazine on or after January 1, 2014, that was obtained 
prior to April 5, 2013, shall commit an infraction and be fined not more than ninety 
dollars for a first offense and shall be guilty of a class D felony for any subsequent 
offense, and (2) any person who possesses a large capacity magazine on or after 
January 1, 2014, that was obtained on or after April 5, 2013, shall be guilty of a 
class D felony. 
(d) A large capacity magazine may be possessed, purchased or imported by: 
(1) The Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, police 
departments, the Department of Correction, the Division of Criminal Justice, the 
Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection or the military or naval forces of this state or of the United States; 
(2) A sworn and duly certified member of an organized police department, the 
Division of State Police within the Department of Emergency Services and Public 
Protection or the Department of Correction, a chief inspector or inspector in the 
Division of Criminal Justice, a salaried inspector of motor vehicles designated by 
the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, a conservation officer or special conservation 
officer appointed by the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection 
pursuant to section 26-5, or a constable who is certified by the Police Officer 
Standards and Training Council and appointed by the chief executive authority of a 
town, city or borough to perform criminal law enforcement duties, for use by such 
sworn member, inspector, officer or constable in the discharge of such sworn 
member's, inspector's, officer's or constable's official duties or when off duty; 
(3) A member of the military or naval forces of this state or of the United States; 
(4) A nuclear facility licensed by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
for the purpose of providing security services at such facility, or any contractor or 
subcontractor of such facility for the purpose of providing security services at such 
facility; 
(5) Any person who is sworn and acts as a policeman on behalf of an armored car 
service pursuant to section 29-20 in the discharge of such person's official duties; or 
(6) Any person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of manufacturing large 
capacity magazines in this state that manufactures, purchases, tests or transports 
large capacity magazines in this state for sale within this state to persons specified 
in subdivisions (1) to (5), inclusive, of this subsection or for sale outside this state, or 
a federally-licensed firearm manufacturer engaged in the business of 
manufacturing firearms or large capacity magazines in this state that 



 8 

manufactures, purchases, tests or transports firearms or large capacity magazines 
in this state for sale within this state to persons specified in subdivisions (1) to (5), 
inclusive, of this subsection or for sale outside this state. 
(e) A large capacity magazine may be possessed by: 
(1) A licensed gun dealer; 
(2) A gunsmith who is in a licensed gun dealer's employ, who possesses such large 
capacity magazine for the purpose of servicing or repairing a lawfully possessed 
large capacity magazine; 
(3) A person, firm, corporation or federally-licensed firearm manufacturer described 
in subdivision (6) of subsection (d) of this section that possesses a large capacity 
magazine that is lawfully possessed by another person for the purpose of servicing 
or repairing the large capacity magazine; 
(4) Any person who has declared possession of the magazine pursuant to section 53-
202x; or 
(5) Any person who is the executor or administrator of an estate that includes a 
large capacity magazine, or the trustee of a trust that includes a large capacity 
magazine, the possession of which has been declared to the Department of 
Emergency Services and Public Protection pursuant to section 53-202x, which is 
disposed of as authorized by the Probate Court, if the disposition is otherwise 
permitted by this section and section 53-202x. 
(f) Subsection (b) of this section shall not prohibit: 
(1) The transfer of a large capacity magazine, the possession of which has been 
declared to the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection pursuant 
to section 53-202x, by bequest or intestate succession, or, upon the death of a 
testator or settlor: (A) To a trust, or (B) from a trust to a beneficiary; 
(2) The transfer of a large capacity magazine to a police department or the 
Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection; 
(3) The transfer of a large capacity magazine to a licensed gun dealer in accordance 
with section 53-202x; or 
(4) The transfer of a large capacity magazine prior to October 1, 2013, from a 
licensed gun dealer, pawnbroker licensed under section 21-40, or consignment shop 
operator, as defined in section 21-39a, to any person who (A) possessed the large 
capacity magazine prior to or on April 4, 2013, (B) placed a firearm that such person 
legally possessed, with the large capacity magazine included or attached, in the 
possession of such dealer, pawnbroker or operator prior to or on April 4, 2013, 
pursuant to an agreement between such person and such dealer, pawnbroker or 
operator for the sale of the firearm to a third person, and (C) is eligible to possess 
the firearm on the date of such transfer. 
(g) If the court finds that a violation of this section is not of a serious nature and 
that the person charged with such violation (1) will probably not offend in the 
future, (2) has not previously been convicted of a violation of this section, and (3) 
has not previously had a prosecution under this section suspended pursuant to this 
subsection, it may order suspension of prosecution in accordance with the provisions 
of subsection (h) of section 29-33. 
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DELAWARE 

11 DE Code § 1444  
(a) A person is guilty of possessing a destructive weapon when the person sells, 
transfers, buys, receives or has possession of any of the following: 
(1) A bomb. 
(2) A bombshell. 
(3) A firearm silencer. 
(4) A sawed-off shotgun. 
(5) A machine gun or any other firearm or weapon which is adaptable for use as a 
machine gun. 
(6) A bump stock or trigger crank device. 
a. “Bump stock” means an after-market device that increases the rate of fire 
achievable with a semi-automatic rifle by using energy from the recoil of the 
weapon to generate a reciprocating action that facilitates repeated activation of the 
trigger. 
b. “Trigger crank” means an after-market device designed and intended to be added 
to a semi-automatic rifle as a crank operated trigger actuator capable of triggering 
multiple shots with a single rotation of the crank. 
(b) (1) Possessing a destructive weapon listed in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(5) of 
this section is a class E felony. This section does not apply to members of the 
military forces or to members of a police force in this State duly authorized to carry 
a weapon of the type described; nor shall the provisions contained herein apply to 
authorized and certified (by an accredited state enforcement agency) state and 
federal wildlife biologists possessing firearm silencers for the purposes of wildlife 
disease or wildlife population control, or persons possessing machine guns for 
scientific or experimental research and development purposes, which machine guns 
have been duly registered under the National Firearms Act of 1968 (26 U.S.C. § 
5801 et seq.). 
(2) A person who is convicted of only having possession of a destructive weapon 
listed under paragraph (a)(6) of this section commits the following: 
a. A class B misdemeanor for a first offense. 
b. A class E felony for a second or subsequent offense. 
(c) The term “shotgun” as used in this section means a weapon designed or 
redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and 
designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in a 
fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth bore either a number of projectiles (ball 
shot) or a single projectile for each pull of the trigger. The term “sawed-off shotgun” 
as used in this section means a shotgun having 1 or more barrels less than 18 
inches in length or any weapon made from a shotgun (whether by alteration, 
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modification or otherwise) if such weapon as modified has an overall length of less 
than 26 inches. 
(d) The Superior Court has exclusive jurisdiction over offenses under this section. 
(e) (1) Any destructive weapon as defined in paragraph (a)(6) of this section shall be 
relinquished to a law-enforcement agency of this State and may be destroyed by the 
law-enforcement agency 30 days after relinquishment. 
(2) Relinquishment to a law-enforcement agency is not a transfer or evidence of 
possession under paragraph (a)(6) of this section. 
 

FLORIDA 
FL Stat § 790.221 (2021) 

790.221 Possession of short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun, or machine gun; 
penalty. — 
(1) It is unlawful for any person to own or to have in his or her care, custody, 
possession, or control any short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun, or machine 
gun which is, or may readily be made, operable; but this section shall not apply to 
antique firearms. 
(2) A person who violates this section commits a felony of the second degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 
(3) Firearms in violation hereof which are lawfully owned and possessed under 
provisions of federal law are excepted. 

FL Stat § 790.31 (2021) 
790.31 Armor-piercing or exploding ammunition or dragon’s breath shotgun 
shells, bolo shells, or flechette shells prohibited. — 
(1) As used in this section, the term: 

(a) “Armor-piercing bullet” means any bullet which has a steel inner core or core 
of equivalent hardness and a truncated cone and which is designed for use in a 
handgun as an armor-piercing or metal-piercing bullet. 
(b) “Exploding bullet” means any bullet that can be fired from any firearm, if 
such bullet is designed or altered so as to detonate or forcibly break up through the 
use of an explosive or deflagrant contained wholly or partially within or attached 
to such bullet. The term does not include any bullet designed to expand or break 
up through the mechanical forces of impact alone or any signaling device or pest 
control device not designed to impact on any target. 
(c) “Handgun” means a firearm capable of being carried and used by one hand, 
such as a pistol or revolver. 
(d) “Dragon’s breath shotgun shell” means any shotgun shell that contains 
exothermic pyrophoric misch metal as the projectile and that is designed for the 
sole purpose of throwing or spewing a flame or fireball to simulate a flamethrower. 
(e) “Bolo shell” means any shell that can be fired in a firearm and that expels as 
projectiles two or more metal balls connected by solid metal wire. 
(f) “Flechette shell” means any shell that can be fired in a firearm and that 
expels two or more pieces of fin-stabilized solid metal wire or two or more solid 
dart-type projectiles. 
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(2)(a) Any person who manufactures, sells, offers for sale, or delivers any armor-
piercing bullet or exploding bullet, or dragon’s breath shotgun shell, bolo shell, or 
flechette shell is guilty of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 
(b) Any person who possesses an armor-piercing bullet or exploding bullet with 
knowledge of its armor-piercing or exploding capabilities loaded in a handgun, or 
who possesses a dragon’s breath shotgun shell, bolo shell, or flechette shell with 
knowledge of its capabilities loaded in a firearm, is guilty of a felony of the third 
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 
(c) Any person who possesses with intent to use an armor-piercing bullet or 
exploding bullet or dragon’s breath shotgun shell, bolo shell, or flechette shell to 
assist in the commission of a criminal act is guilty of a felony of the second degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

(3) This section does not apply to: 
(a) The possession of any item described in subsection (1) by any law enforcement 
officer, when possessed in connection with the performance of his or her duty as a 
law enforcement officer, or law enforcement agency. 
(b) The manufacture of items described in subsection (1) exclusively for sale or 
delivery to law enforcement agencies. 
(c) The sale or delivery of items described in subsection (1) to law enforcement 
agencies. 

FL Stat § 790.222 (2021) 
790.222 Bump-fire stocks prohibited. —A person may not import into this state or 
transfer, distribute, sell, keep for sale, offer for sale, possess, or give to another 
person a bump-fire stock. A person who violates this section commits a felony of the 
third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. As used 
in this section, the term “bump-fire stock” means a conversion kit, a tool, an 
accessory, or a device used to alter the rate of fire of a firearm to mimic automatic 
weapon fire or which is used to increase the rate of fire to a faster rate than is 
possible for a person to fire such semiautomatic firearm unassisted by a kit, a tool, 
an accessory, or a device. 

GEORGIA 
GA Code § 16-11-121 (2020) 

As used in this part, the term: 
1. "Dangerous weapon" means any weapon commonly known as a "rocket 

launcher," "bazooka," or "recoilless rifle" which fires explosive or nonexplosive 
rockets designed to injure or kill personnel or destroy heavy armor, or similar 
weapon used for such purpose. The term shall also mean a weapon commonly 
known as a "mortar" which fires high explosive from a metallic cylinder and 
which is commonly used by the armed forces as an antipersonnel weapon or 
similar weapon used for such purpose. The term shall also mean a weapon 
commonly known as a "hand grenade" or other similar weapon which is 
designed to explode and injure personnel or similar weapon used for such 
purpose. 
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2. "Machine gun" means any weapon which shoots or is designed to shoot, 
automatically, more than six shots, without manual reloading, by a single 
function of the trigger. 

3. "Person" means any individual, partnership, company, association, or 
corporation. 

4. "Sawed-off rifle" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, 
and intended to be fired from the shoulder; and designed or redesigned, made 
or remade, to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to 
fire only a single projectile through a rifle bore for each single pull of the 
trigger; and which has a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches in length or 
has an overall length of less than 26 inches. 

5. "Sawed-off shotgun" means a shotgun or any weapon made from a shotgun 
whether by alteration, modification, or otherwise having one or more barrels 
less than 18 inches in length or if such weapon as modified has an overall 
length of less than 26 inches. 

6. "Shotgun" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and 
intended to be fired from the shoulder; and designed or redesigned, and made 
or remade, to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire 
through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for 
each single pull of the trigger. 

7. "Silencer" means any device for silencing or diminishing the report of any 
portable weapon such as a rifle, carbine, pistol, revolver, machine gun, 
shotgun, fowling piece, or other device from which a shot, bullet, or projectile 
may be discharged by an explosive. 

GA Code § 16-11-123 (2020) 
A person commits the offense of unlawful possession of firearms or weapons when 
he or she knowingly has in his or her possession any sawed-off shotgun, sawed-off 
rifle, machine gun, dangerous weapon, or silencer, and, upon conviction thereof, he 
or she shall be punished by imprisonment for a period of five years. 
 

HAWAII 
HI Rev Stat § 134-8 (2021) 

§134-8 Ownership, etc., of automatic firearms, silencers, etc., prohibited; 
penalties. (a) The manufacture, possession, sale, barter, trade, gift, transfer, or 
acquisition of any of the following is prohibited: assault pistols, except as provided 
by section 134-4(e); automatic firearms; rifles with barrel lengths less than sixteen 
inches; shotguns with barrel lengths less than eighteen inches; cannons; mufflers, 
silencers, or devices for deadening or muffling the sound of discharged firearms; 
hand grenades, dynamite, blasting caps, bombs, or bombshells, or other explosives; 
or any type of ammunition or any projectile component thereof coated with teflon 
or any other similar coating designed primarily to enhance its capability to 
penetrate metal or pierce protective armor; and any type of ammunition or any 
projectile component thereof designed or intended to explode or segment upon 
impact with its target. 
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(b) Any person who installs, removes, or alters a firearm part with the intent to 
convert the firearm to an automatic firearm shall be deemed to have 
manufactured an automatic firearm in violation of subsection (a). 
(c) The manufacture, possession, sale, barter, trade, gift, transfer, or acquisition of 
detachable ammunition magazines with a capacity in excess of ten rounds which 
are designed for or capable of use with a pistol is prohibited. This subsection shall 
not apply to magazines originally designed to accept more than ten rounds of 
ammunition which have been modified to accept no more than ten rounds and 
which are not capable of being readily restored to a capacity of more than ten 
rounds. 
(d) Any person violating subsection (a) or (b) shall be guilty of a class C felony and 
shall be imprisoned for a term of five years without probation. Any person 
violating subsection (c) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor except when a detachable 
magazine prohibited under this section is possessed while inserted into a pistol in 
which case the person shall be guilty of a class C felony. [L 1988, c 275, pt of §2; 
am L 1989, c 261, §6 and c 263, §4; am L 1992, c 286, § §3, 4] 

HI Rev Stat § 134-8.5 (2021) 
§134-8.5 Bump fire stock, multiburst trigger activator, or trigger crank; 
prohibition. (a) Any person in this State who manufactures or causes to be 
manufactured, imports into the State, keeps for sale, or offers or exposes for sale, 
or who gives, lends, or possesses any bump fire stock, multiburst trigger activator, 
or trigger crank shall be guilty of a class C felony. 
(b) As used in this section: 
"Bump fire stock" means a butt stock designed to be attached to a semiautomatic 
firearm and designed, made, or altered to increase the rate of fire achievable with 
such firearm by using energy from the recoil of the firearm to generate a 
reciprocating action that facilitates repeated activation of the trigger. 
"Multiburst trigger activator" means: 

(1) A device that simulates automatic gunfire by allowing standard function of a 
semiautomatic firearm with a static positioned trigger finger or a device that 
fires multiple shots with the pull and release of the trigger; or 
(2) A manual or power-driven trigger activating device constructed and designed 
so that when attached to a semiautomatic firearm it simulates automatic 
gunfire. 

"Trigger crank" means any device to be attached to a semiautomatic firearm that 
repeatedly activates the trigger of the firearm through the use of a lever or other 
part that is turned in a circular motion, but does not include any firearm initially 
designed and manufactured to fire through the use of a crank or lever. [L 2018, c 
157, §1] 
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IDAHO 
ID Code § 18-3318 (2021) 

18-3318. DEFINITIONS. Definitions as used in sections 18-3319, 18-3319A, 18-
3320, 18-3320A and 18-3321, Idaho Code: 
(1) "Bomb" means any chemical or mixture of chemicals contained in such a manner 
that it can be made to explode with fire or force, and combined with the method or 
mechanism intended to cause its explosion. The term includes components of a 
bomb only when the individual charged has taken steps to place the components in 
proximity to each other, or has partially assembled components from which a 
completed bomb can be readily assembled. "Bomb" does not include: rifle, pistol or 
shotgun ammunition and their components; fireworks; boating, railroad and other 
safety flares or propellants used in model rockets or similar hobby activities. 
(2) "Destructive device" means: 
(a) Any explosive, incendiary or poisonous gas: 

• (i) Bomb; 
(ii) Grenade; 
(iii) Rocket having a propellant charge of more than four (4) ounces; 
(iv) Missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than one-fourth 
(1/4) ounce; 
(v) Mine; 
(vi) Similar device. 

(b) Any type of weapon, by whatever name known, which will, or which may be 
imminently converted to, expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or other 
propellant, the barrel or barrels of which have a bore of more than .700 inches in 
diameter, except rifled and unrifled shotguns or shotgun shells. 
(c) Components of a destructive device only when the individual charged has taken 
steps to place the components in proximity to each other, or has partially assembled 
components from which a completed destructive device can be readily assembled. 
(d) The term "destructive device" shall not include: 

• (i) Any device which is neither designed nor redesigned for use as a weapon; 
(ii) Any device which, although originally designed for use as a weapon, has 
been redesigned for use as a signaling, pyrotechnic, line throwing, safety or 
similar device; 
(iii) Otherwise lawfully owned surplus military ordnance; 
(iv) Antiques or reproductions thereof and rifles held for sporting, 
recreational, investment or display purposes; 
(v) Rifle, pistol or shotgun ammunition and their components. 

(3) "Hoax destructive device" means any object that: 
(a) Under the circumstances, reasonably appears to be a destructive device as 
defined in subsection (2) of this section, but is an inoperative imitation of a 
destructive device; or 
(b) Is proclaimed to contain a destructive device as defined in subsection (2) of this 
section, but does not in fact contain a destructive device. 
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(4) "Shrapnel" means any metal, ceramic, glass, hard plastic or other material of 
sufficient hardness to puncture human skin when propelled by force of the bomb or 
destructive device to which it is attached or in which it is contained. 
 

ILLINOIS 
Ill. Comp. Stat., ch. 38, § 24/1 (2021) 

(720 ILCS 5/24-1) (from Ch. 38, par. 24-1) (2021) 
Sec. 24-1. Unlawful use of weapons. 
(a) A person commits the offense of unlawful use of weapons when he knowingly: 

• (1) Sells, manufactures, purchases, possesses or carries any bludgeon, 
black-jack, slung-shot, sand-club, sand-bag, metal knuckles or other 
knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, throwing star, or any 
knife, commonly referred to as a switchblade knife, which has a blade 
that opens automatically by hand pressure applied to a button, spring or 
other device in the handle of the knife, or a ballistic knife, which is a 
device that propels a knifelike blade as a projectile by means of a coil 
spring, elastic material or compressed gas; or 

• (2) Carries or possesses with intent to use the same unlawfully against 
another, a dagger, dirk, billy, dangerous knife, razor, stiletto, broken 
bottle or other piece of glass, stun gun or taser or any other dangerous or 
deadly weapon or instrument of like character; or 

• (2.5) Carries or possesses with intent to use the same unlawfully against 
another, any firearm in a church, synagogue, mosque, or other building, 
structure, or place used for religious worship; or 

• (3) Carries on or about his person or in any vehicle, a tear gas gun 
projector or bomb or any object containing noxious liquid gas or 
substance, other than an object containing a non-lethal noxious liquid gas 
or substance designed solely for personal defense carried by a person 18 
years of age or older; or 

• (4) Carries or possesses in any vehicle or concealed on or about his person 
except when on his land or in his own abode, legal dwelling, or fixed place 
of business, or on the land or in the legal dwelling of another person as 
an invitee with that person's permission, any pistol, revolver, stun gun or 
taser or other firearm, except that this subsection (a) (4) does not apply to 
or affect transportation of weapons that meet one of the following 
conditions: 

o (i) are broken down in a non-functioning state; or 
o (ii) are not immediately accessible; or 
o (iii) are unloaded and enclosed in a case, firearm carrying box, 

shipping box, or other container by a person who has been 
issued a currently valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card; 
or 

o (iv) are carried or possessed in accordance with the Firearm 
Concealed Carry Act by a person who has been issued a 
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currently valid license under the Firearm Concealed Carry 
Act; or 

• (5) Sets a spring gun; or 
• (6) Possesses any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or 

intended for use in silencing the report of any firearm; or 
• (7) Sells, manufactures, purchases, possesses or carries: 

o (i) a machine gun, which shall be defined for the purposes of 
this subsection as any weapon, which shoots, is designed to 
shoot, or can be readily restored to shoot, automatically more 
than one shot without manually reloading by a single function 
of the trigger, including the frame or receiver of any such 
weapon, or sells, manufactures, purchases, possesses, or 
carries any combination of parts designed or intended for use 
in converting any weapon into a machine gun, or any 
combination or parts from which a machine gun can be 
assembled if such parts are in the possession or under the 
control of a person; 

o (ii) any rifle having one or more barrels less than 16 inches in 
length or a shotgun having one or more barrels less than 18 
inches in length or any weapon made from a rifle or shotgun, 
whether by alteration, modification, or otherwise, if such a 
weapon as modified has an overall length of less than 26 
inches; or 

o (iii) any bomb, bomb-shell, grenade, bottle or other container 
containing an explosive substance of over one-quarter ounce 
for like purposes, such as, but not limited to, black powder 
bombs and Molotov cocktails or artillery projectiles; or 

• (8) Carries or possesses any firearm, stun gun or taser or other deadly 
weapon in any place which is licensed to sell intoxicating beverages, or at 
any public gathering held pursuant to a license issued by any 
governmental body or any public gathering at which an admission is 
charged, excluding a place where a showing, demonstration or lecture 
involving the exhibition of unloaded firearms is conducted. 

• This subsection (a)(8) does not apply to any auction or raffle of a firearm 
held pursuant to a license or permit issued by a governmental body, nor 
does it apply to persons engaged in firearm safety training courses; or 

• (9) Carries or possesses in a vehicle or on or about his or her person any 
pistol, revolver, stun gun or taser or firearm or ballistic knife, when he or 
she is hooded, robed or masked in such manner as to conceal his or her 
identity; or 

• (10) Carries or possesses on or about his or her person, upon any public 
street, alley, or other public lands within the corporate limits of a city, 
village, or incorporated town, except when an invitee thereon or therein, 
for the purpose of the display of such weapon or the lawful commerce in 
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weapons, or except when on his land or in his or her own abode, legal 
dwelling, or fixed place of business, or on the land or in the legal dwelling 
of another person as an invitee with that person's permission, any pistol, 
revolver, stun gun, or taser or other firearm, except that this subsection 
(a) (10) does not apply to or affect transportation of weapons that meet 
one of the following conditions: 

o (i) are broken down in a non-functioning state; or 
o (ii) are not immediately accessible; or 
o (iii) are unloaded and enclosed in a case, firearm carrying box, 

shipping box, or other container by a person who has been 
issued a currently valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card; 
or 

o (iv) are carried or possessed in accordance with the Firearm 
Concealed Carry Act by a person who has been issued a 
currently valid license under the Firearm Concealed Carry 
Act. 

• A "stun gun or taser", as used in this paragraph (a) means (i) any device 
which is powered by electrical charging units, such as, batteries, and 
which fires one or several barbs attached to a length of wire and which, 
upon hitting a human, can send out a current capable of disrupting the 
person's nervous system in such a manner as to render him incapable of 
normal functioning or (ii) any device which is powered by electrical 
charging units, such as batteries, and which, upon contact with a human 
or clothing worn by a human, can send out current capable of disrupting 
the person's nervous system in such a manner as to render him incapable 
of normal functioning; or 

• (11) Sells, manufactures, or purchases any explosive bullet. For purposes 
of this paragraph (a) "explosive bullet" means the projectile portion of an 
ammunition cartridge which contains or carries an explosive charge 
which will explode upon contact with the flesh of a human or an animal. 
"Cartridge" means a tubular metal case having a projectile affixed at the 
front thereof and a cap or primer at the rear end thereof, with the 
propellant contained in such tube between the projectile and the cap; or 

(12) (Blank); or 
(13) Carries or possesses on or about his or her person while in a building 
occupied by a unit of government, a billy club, other weapon of like 
character, or other instrument of like character intended for use as a 
weapon. For the purposes of this Section, "billy club" means a short stick or 
club commonly carried by police officers which is either telescopic or 
constructed of a solid piece of wood or other man-made material. 
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INDIANA 
IN Code § 35-47-5-8 (2021) 

Sec. 8. A person who knowingly or intentionally owns or possesses a machine 
gun commits a Level 5 felony. 

IN Code § 35-47-5-11.5 (2021) 
Sec. 11.5. (a) As used in this section, "armor-piercing ammunition" means: 
(1) a projectile or projectile core that is designed and intended by the 
manufacturer for use in a handgun and that is constructed entirely 
(excluding the presence of traces of other substances) from one (1) or a 
combination of tungsten alloys, steel, iron, brass, bronze, or beryllium copper; 
or 
(2) a full jacketed projectile larger than .22 caliber designed and intended by 
the manufacturer for use in a handgun and whose jacket has a weight of 
more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the total weight of the projectile. 
The term does not include shotgun shot required by federal or state 
environmental or game regulations for hunting purposes, a frangible 
projectile designed for target shooting, a projectile that is primarily intended 
by the manufacturer to be used in a rifle or shotgun, or a handgun projectile 
that is designed and intended by the manufacturer to be used for hunting, 
recreational shooting, or competitive shooting. 
(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), a person who knowingly or 
intentionally possesses, manufactures, sells, or delivers armor-piercing 
ammunition commits a Level 5 felony. 
(c) Subsection (b) does not apply to the following: 
(1) A person who manufactures, sells, or delivers armor-piercing ammunition 
for the use of: 
(A) the United States; 

 (B) a department or agency of the United States; 
(C) a state; 
(D) a law enforcement agency; or 
(E) a department, agency, or political subdivision of a state. 
(2) A person who manufactures, sells, or delivers armor-piercing ammunition 
for export. 
(3) A person who manufactures, sells, or delivers armor-piercing ammunition 
for the purpose of testing or experimentation. 
(4) A law enforcement officer acting in the course of the officer's official 
duties. 
As added by P.L.133-2017, SEC.3. 
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IOWA 
IA Code § 724.1 (2021) 

724.1 Offensive weapons. 
1. An offensive weapon is any device or instrumentality of the following types: 
a. A machine gun. A machine gun is a firearm which shoots or is designed to shoot 
more than one shot, without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger. 
b. Any weapon other than a shotgun or muzzle loading rifle, cannon, pistol, revolver 
or musket, which fires or can be made to fire a projectile by the explosion of a 
propellant charge, which has a barrel or tube with the bore of more than six-tenths 
of an inch in diameter, or the ammunition or projectile therefor, but not including 
antique weapons kept for display or lawful shooting. 
c. A bomb, grenade, or mine, whether explosive, incendiary, or poison gas; any 
rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces; any missile having an 
explosive charge of more than one-quarter ounce; or any device similar to any of 
these. 
d. A ballistic knife. A ballistic knife is a knife with a detachable blade which is 
propelled by a spring-operated mechanism, elastic material, or compressed gas. 
e. Any part or combination of parts either designed or intended to be used to convert 
any device into an offensive weapon as described in paragraphs “a” through “d”, or 
to assemble into such an offensive weapon, except magazines or other parts, 
ammunition, or ammunition components used in common with lawful sporting 
firearms or parts including but not limited to barrels suitable for refitting to 
sporting firearms. 
f. Any bullet or projectile containing any explosive mixture or chemical compound 
capable of exploding or detonating prior to or upon impact, or any shotshell or 
cartridge containing exothermic pyrophoric misch metal as a projectile which is 
designed to throw or project a flame or fireball to simulate a flamethrower. 
2. An offensive weapon or part or combination of parts therefor shall not include the 
following: 
a. An antique firearm. An antique firearm is any firearm, including any firearm 
with a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar type of ignition system, 
manufactured in or before 1898 or any firearm which is a replica of such a firearm if 
such replica is not designed or redesigned for using conventional rimfire or 
centerfire fixed ammunition or which uses only rimfire or centerfire fixed 
ammunition which is no longer manufactured in the United States and which is not 
readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade. 
b. A collector’s item. A collector’s item is any firearm other than a machine gun that 
by reason of its date of manufacture, value, design, and other characteristics is not 
likely to be used as a weapon. The commissioner of public safety shall designate by 
rule firearms which the commissioner determines to be collector’s items and shall 
revise or update the list of firearms at least annually. 
c. Any device which is not designed or redesigned for use as a weapon; any device 
which is designed solely for use as a signaling, pyrotechnic, line-throwing, safety, or 
similar device; or any firearm which is unserviceable by reason of being unable to 



 20 

discharge a shot by means of an explosive and is incapable of being readily restored 
to a firing condition. 
[C27, 31, 35, §12960-b1; C39, §12960.01; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, §696.1; C71, 73, 75, 
77, §696.1, 697.10, 697.11; C79, 81, §724.1] 
83 Acts, ch 7, §1; 88 Acts, ch 1164, §2, 3; 92 Acts, ch 1004, §1, 2; 2000 Acts, ch 1116, 
§7; 2013 Acts, ch 90, §205; 2014 Acts, ch 1092, §148; 2015 Acts, ch 30, §194; 2016 
Acts, ch 1044, §1, 4; 2017 Acts, ch 69, §1 
Referred to in §124.401, 724.2, 809.21, 809A.17 

IA Code § 724.1C (2021) 
724.1C Short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun — penalty. 
1. For purposes of this section, “short-barreled rifle” or “short-barreled shotgun” 
means the same as defined in 18 U.S.C. §921. 
2. A person shall not knowingly possess a short-barreled rifle or short-barreled 
shotgun in violation of federal law. 
3. A person who possesses a short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun in 
violation of subsection 2 commits a class “D” felony. 
 

KANSAS 
KS Stat § 21-6301 (2021) 

21-6301. Criminal use of weapons. 
(a) Criminal use of weapons is knowingly: 
(1) Selling, manufacturing, purchasing or possessing any bludgeon, sand club or 
metal knuckles; 
(2) possessing with intent to use the same unlawfully against another, a dagger, 
dirk, billy, blackjack, slungshot, dangerous knife, straight-edged razor, throwing 
star, stiletto or any other dangerous or deadly weapon or instrument of like 
character; 
(3) setting a spring gun; 
(4) possessing any device or attachment of any kind designed, used or intended for 
use in suppressing the report of any firearm; 
(5) selling, manufacturing, purchasing or possessing a shotgun with a barrel less 
than 18 inches in length, or any firearm designed to discharge or capable of 
discharging automatically more than once by a single function of the trigger, 
whether the person knows or has reason to know the length of the barrel or that the 
firearm is designed or capable of discharging automatically; 
(6) possessing, manufacturing, causing to be manufactured, selling, offering for sale, 
lending, purchasing or giving away any cartridge which can be fired by a handgun 
and which has a plastic-coated bullet that has a core of less than 60% lead by 
weight, whether the person knows or has reason to know that the plastic-coated 
bullet has a core of less than 60% lead by weight; 
(7) selling, giving or otherwise transferring any firearm with a barrel less than 12 
inches long to any person under 18 years of age whether the person knows or has 
reason to know the length of the barrel; 
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(8) selling, giving or otherwise transferring any firearms to any person who is both 
addicted to and an unlawful user of a controlled substance; 
(9) selling, giving or otherwise transferring any firearm to any person who is or has 
been a mentally ill person subject to involuntary commitment for care and 
treatment, as defined in K.S.A. 59-2946, and amendments thereto, or a person with 
an alcohol or substance abuse problem subject to involuntary commitment for care 
and treatment as defined in K.S.A. 59-29b46, and amendments thereto; 
(10) possessing any firearm by a person who is both addicted to and an unlawful 
user of a controlled substance; 
(11) possessing any firearm by any person, other than a law enforcement officer, in 
or on any school property or grounds upon which is located a building or structure 
used by a unified school district or an accredited nonpublic school for student 
instruction or attendance or extracurricular activities of pupils enrolled in 
kindergarten or any of the grades one through 12 or at any regularly scheduled 
school sponsored activity or event whether the person knows or has reason to know 
that such person was in or on any such property or grounds; 
(12) refusing to surrender or immediately remove from school property or grounds 
or at any regularly scheduled school sponsored activity or event any firearm in the 
possession of any person, other than a law enforcement officer, when so requested or 
directed by any duly authorized school employee or any law enforcement officer; 
(13) possessing any firearm by a person who is or has been a mentally ill person 
subject to involuntary commitment for care and treatment, as defined in K.S.A. 59-
2946, and amendments thereto, or persons with an alcohol or substance abuse 
problem subject to involuntary commitment for care and treatment as defined in 
K.S.A. 59-29b46, and amendments thereto; 
(14) possessing a firearm with a barrel less than 12 inches long by any person less 
than 18 years of age; 
(15) possessing any firearm while a fugitive from justice; 
(16) possessing any firearm by a person who is an alien illegally or unlawfully in the 
United States; 
(17) possessing any firearm by a person while such person is subject to a court order 
that: 
(A) Was issued after a hearing, of which such person received actual notice, and at 
which such person had an opportunity to participate; 
(B) restrains such person from harassing, stalking or threatening an intimate 
partner of such person or a child of such person or such intimate partner, or 
engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate partner in reasonable fear 
of bodily injury to the partner or the child; and 
(C) (i) includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to the 
physical safety of such intimate partner or child; or 
(ii) by its terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use or threatened use of 
physical force against such intimate partner or child that would reasonably be 
expected to cause bodily injury; or 
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(18) possessing any firearm by a person who, within the preceding five years, has 
been convicted of a misdemeanor for a domestic violence offense, or a misdemeanor 
under a law of another jurisdiction which is substantially the same as such 
misdemeanor offense. 
(b) Criminal use of weapons as defined in: 
(1) Subsection (a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(7), (a)(8), (a)(9) or (a)(12) is a class A 
nonperson misdemeanor; 
(2) subsection (a)(4), (a)(5) or (a)(6) is a severity level 9, nonperson felony; 
(3) subsection (a)(10) or (a)(11) is a class B nonperson select misdemeanor; 
(4) subsection (a)(13), (a)(15), (a)(16), (a)(17) or (a)(18) is a severity level 8, 
nonperson felony; and 
(5) subsection (a)(14) is a: 
(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor except as provided in subsection (b)(5)(B); 
(B) severity level 8, nonperson felony upon a second or subsequent conviction. 
(c) Subsections (a)(1), (a)(2) and (a)(5) shall not apply to: 
(1) Law enforcement officers, or any person summoned by any such officers to assist 
in making arrests or preserving the peace while actually engaged in assisting such 
officer; 
(2) wardens, superintendents, directors, security personnel and keepers of prisons, 
penitentiaries, jails and other institutions for the detention of persons accused or 
convicted of crime, while acting within the scope of their authority; 
(3) members of the armed services or reserve forces of the United States or the 
Kansas national guard while in the performance of their official duty; or 
(4) the manufacture of, transportation to, or sale of weapons to a person authorized 
under subsections (c)(1), (c)(2) and (c)(3) to possess such weapons. 
(d) Subsections (a)(4) and (a)(5) shall not apply to any person who sells, purchases, 
possesses or carries a firearm, device or attachment which has been rendered 
unserviceable by steel weld in the chamber and marriage weld of the barrel to the 
receiver and which has been registered in the national firearms registration and 
transfer record in compliance with 26 U.S.C. § 5841 et seq. in the name of such 
person and, if such person transfers such firearm, device or attachment to another 
person, has been so registered in the transferee's name by the transferor. 
(e) Subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to a governmental laboratory or solid plastic 
bullets. 
(f) Subsection (a)(4) shall not apply to a law enforcement officer who is: 
(1) Assigned by the head of such officer's law enforcement agency to a tactical unit 
which receives specialized, regular training; 
(2) designated by the head of such officer's law enforcement agency to possess 
devices described in subsection (a)(4); and 
(3) in possession of commercially manufactured devices which are: 
(A) Owned by the law enforcement agency; 
(B) in such officer's possession only during specific operations; and 
(C) approved by the bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms and explosives of the 
United States department of justice. 
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(g) Subsections (a)(4), (a)(5) and (a)(6) shall not apply to any person employed by a 
laboratory which is certified by the United States department of justice, national 
institute of justice, while actually engaged in the duties of their employment and on 
the premises of such certified laboratory. Subsections (a)(4), (a)(5) and (a)(6) shall 
not affect the manufacture of, transportation to or sale of weapons to such certified 
laboratory. 
(h) Subsections (a)(4) and (a)(5) shall not apply to or affect any person or entity in 
compliance with the national firearms act, 26 U.S.C. § 5801 et seq. 
(i) (1) Subsection (a)(4) shall not apply to or affect any person in possession of a 
device or attachment designed, used or intended for use in suppressing the report of 
any firearm, if such device or attachment satisfies the description of a Kansas-made 
firearm accessory as set forth in K.S.A. 2021 Supp. 50-1204, and amendments 
thereto. 
(2) The provisions of this subsection shall apply to any violation of subsection (a)(4) 
that occurred on or after April 25, 2013. 
(j) Subsection (a)(11) shall not apply to: 
(1) Possession of any firearm in connection with a firearms safety course of 
instruction or firearms education course approved and authorized by the school; 
(2) possession of any firearm specifically authorized in writing by the 
superintendent of any unified school district or the chief administrator of any 
accredited nonpublic school; 
(3) possession of a firearm secured in a motor vehicle by a parent, guardian, 
custodian or someone authorized to act in such person's behalf who is delivering or 
collecting a student; 
(4) possession of a firearm secured in a motor vehicle by a registered voter who is on 
the school grounds, which contain a polling place for the purpose of voting during 
polling hours on an election day; or 
(5) possession of a concealed handgun by an individual who is not prohibited from 
possessing a firearm under either federal or state law, and who is either: (A) 21 
years of age or older; or (B) possesses a valid provisional license issued pursuant to 
K.S.A. 75-7c03, and amendments thereto, or a valid license to carry a concealed 
handgun issued by another jurisdiction that is recognized in this state pursuant to 
K.S.A. 75-7c03, and amendments thereto. 
(k) Subsections (a)(9) and (a)(13) shall not apply to a person who has received a 
certificate of restoration pursuant to K.S.A. 75-7c26, and amendments thereto. 
 

KENTUCKY 
KY Rev Stat § 237.080 (2021) 

237.0 
80   Prohibition against manufacture, sale, delivery, transfer, or importation of  
armor-piercing ammunition --Exceptions. 
(1)It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly manufacture, sell, deliver, 
transfer, or import armor-piercing ammunition. 
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(2)Subsection  (1)  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  members  of  the  Armed  
Forces  of the  United  States  or  law  enforcement  officers  within  the  scope  of  
their  duties,  nor shall  it  prohibit  licensed  gun  dealers  from  possessing  armor-
piercing  ammunition for the purpose of receiving and transferring it to members of 
the Armed Forces of the  United  States,  or  law  enforcement  officers  for  use  
within  the  scope  of  their duties. 
(3)A  violation  of  subsection  (1)  of  this  section  shall  be  a  Class  D  felony  for  
the  first offense and a Class C felony for each subsequent offense. 
(4)Any armor-piercing ammunition transferred, sold, or offered for sale, in violation 
of this  section  is  contraband  and  shall  be  seized  and  summarily  forfeited  to  
the  state and shall be disposed of pursuant to KRS 237.090. 
 

LOUISIANA 
LA Rev Stat § 40:1752 (2021) 

RS 1752 - Handling of machine guns unlawful; exceptions 
No person shall sell, keep or offer for sale, loan or give away, purchase, possess, 
carry, or transport any machine gun within this state, except that: 
(1) All duly appointed peace officers may purchase, possess, carry, and transport 
machine guns. 
(2) This Part does not apply to the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps of the United 
States, the National Guard, and organizations authorized by law to purchase or 
receive machine guns from the United States or from this state. The members of 
such Corps, National Guard, and organizations may possess, carry, and transport 
machine guns while on duty. 
(3) Persons possessing war relics may purchase and possess machine guns which 
are relics of any war in which the United States was involved, may exhibit and 
carry the machine guns in the parades of any military organization, and may sell, 
offer to sell, loan, or give the machine guns to other persons possessing war relics. 
(4) Guards or messengers employed by common carriers, banks, and trust 
companies, and pay-roll guards or messengers may possess and carry machine guns 
while actually employed in and about the shipment, transportation, or delivery, or 
in the guarding of any money, treasure, bullion, bonds, or other thing of value. 
Their employers may purchase or receive machine guns and keep them in their 
possession when the guns are not being used by their guards or messengers. 
(5) Manufacturers and merchants may sell, keep or offer for sale, loan or give away, 
purchase, possess, and transport machine guns in the same manner as other 
merchandise except as otherwise provided in this Part. Common carriers may 
possess and transport unloaded machine guns as other merchandise. 
Acts 1932, No. 80, §2. 
 

MAINE 
 

17-A ME Rev Stat § 1051 (2021) 
§1051. Possession of machine gun 
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1.  A person is guilty of possession of a machine gun if, without authority to do so, 
he knowingly possesses a machine gun.   
[PL 1975, c. 499, §1 (NEW).] 
2.  As used in this chapter, "machine gun" means a weapon of any description, by 
whatever name known, loaded or unloaded, which is capable of discharging a 
number of projectiles in rapid succession by one manual or mechanical action on the 
trigger or firing mechanism.   
[PL 1975, c. 499, §1 (NEW).] 
3.  Possession of a machine gun is a Class D crime.   
[PL 1975, c. 499, §1 (NEW).] 
SECTION HISTORY 
PL 1975, c. 499, §1 (NEW). 
 

MARYLAND 
MD. Criminal Law Code Ann. § 4-303 (2021) 

    (a)    Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a person may not: 
        (1)    transport an assault weapon into the State; or 
        (2)    possess, sell, offer to sell, transfer, purchase, or receive an assault 
weapon. 
    (b)    (1)    A person who lawfully possessed an assault pistol before June 1, 1994, 
and who registered the assault pistol with the Secretary of State Police before 
August 1, 1994, may: 
            (i)    continue to possess and transport the assault pistol; or 
            (ii)    while carrying a court order requiring the surrender of the assault 
pistol, transport the assault pistol directly to a law enforcement unit, barracks, or 
station, a State or local law enforcement agency, or a federally licensed firearms 
dealer, as applicable, if the person has notified a law enforcement unit, barracks, or 
station that the person is transporting the assault pistol in accordance with a court 
order and the assault pistol is unloaded. 
        (2)    A licensed firearms dealer may continue to possess, sell, offer for sale, or 
transfer an assault long gun or a copycat weapon that the licensed firearms dealer 
lawfully possessed on or before October 1, 2013. 
        (3)    A person who lawfully possessed, has a purchase order for, or completed 
an application to purchase an assault long gun or a copycat weapon before October 
1, 2013, may: 
            (i)    possess and transport the assault long gun or copycat weapon; or 
            (ii)    while carrying a court order requiring the surrender of the assault long 
gun or copycat weapon, transport the assault long gun or copycat weapon directly to 
a law enforcement unit, barracks, or station, a State or local law enforcement 
agency, or a federally licensed firearms dealer, as applicable, if the person has 
notified a law enforcement unit, barracks, or station that the person is transporting 
the assault long gun or copycat weapon in accordance with a court order and the 
assault long gun or copycat weapon is unloaded. 
        (4)    A person may transport an assault weapon to or from: 
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            (i)    an ISO 17025 accredited, National Institute of Justice–approved 
ballistics testing laboratory; or 
            (ii)    a facility or entity that manufactures or provides research and 
development testing, analysis, or engineering for personal protective equipment or 
vehicle protection systems. 
        (5)    A federally licensed firearms dealer may receive and possess an assault 
weapon received from a person in accordance with a court order to transfer firearms 
under § 6–234 of the Criminal Procedure Article. 

MD. Criminal Law Code Ann. § 4-402 (2021) 
    (a)    The presence of a machine gun in a room, boat, or vehicle is evidence of the 
possession or use of the machine gun by each person occupying the room, boat, or 
vehicle. 
    (b)    This subtitle does not prohibit or interfere with: 
        (1)    the manufacture, sale, and transportation of a machine gun for or to a 
military force or peace officer of the United States, a state, or a political subdivision 
of a state; 
        (2)    the possession of a machine gun for a scientific purpose; 
        (3)    the possession, as a curiosity, ornament, or keepsake, of a machine gun 
that cannot be used as a weapon; 
        (4)    the possession of a machine gun for a purpose that is manifestly not 
aggressive or offensive; or 
        (5)    the transportation of a lawfully possessed machine gun by a person who is 
carrying a court order requiring the surrender of the machine gun, if: 
            (i)    the machine gun is unloaded; 
            (ii)    the person has notified the law enforcement unit, barracks, or station 
that the machine gun is being transported in accordance with the court order; and 
            (iii)    the person transports the machine gun directly to the law enforcement 
unit, barracks, or station. 
    (c)    (1)    A court may issue a warrant to search for and seize a machine gun 
possessed in violation of this subtitle under the same procedure as for issuance of a 
warrant for stolen property. 
        (2)    On application by the State’s Attorney, a court may order the confiscation 
or destruction of a legally seized machine gun or the transfer of the machine gun to 
a peace officer of the State or a political subdivision of the State. 

MD. Public Safety Code Ann. § 5-203 (2021) 
    (a)    A person may not possess a short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun 
unless: 
        (1)    the person, while on official business is: 
            (i)    a member of the law enforcement personnel of the federal government, 
the State, or a political subdivision of the State; 
            (ii)    a member of the armed forces of the United States or the National 
Guard while on duty or traveling to or from duty; 
            (iii)    a member of the law enforcement personnel of another state or a 
political subdivision of another state, while temporarily in this State; 
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            (iv)    a warden or correctional officer of a correctional facility in the State; or 
            (v)    a sheriff or a temporary or full-time deputy sheriff; or 
        (2)    the short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle has been registered with 
the federal government in accordance with federal law. 
    (b)    In a prosecution under this section, the defendant has the burden of proving 
the lawful registration of the short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle. 
    (c)    A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on 
conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 5 years or a fine not exceeding 
$5,000 or both. 
 

MICHIGAN 
Mich. Comp. Laws § 750.224 (2021) 

750.224 Weapons; manufacture, sale, or possession as felony; violation as felony; 
penalty; exceptions; "muffler" or "silencer" defined. 
Sec. 224. 
(1) A person shall not manufacture, sell, offer for sale, or possess any of the 
following: 
(a) A machine gun or firearm that shoots or is designed to shoot automatically more 
than 1 shot without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger. 
(b) A muffler or silencer. 
(c) A bomb or bombshell. 
(d) A blackjack, slungshot, billy, metallic knuckles, sand club, sand bag, or 
bludgeon. 
(e) A device, weapon, cartridge, container, or contrivance designed to render a 
person temporarily or permanently disabled by the ejection, release, or emission of a 
gas or other substance. 
(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a felony, punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 5 years, or a fine of not more than $2,500.00, or 
both. 
(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to any of the following: 
(a) A self-defense spray or foam device as defined in section 224d. 
(b) A person manufacturing firearms, explosives, or munitions of war by virtue of a 
contract with a department of the government of the United States. 
(c) A person licensed by the secretary of the treasury of the United States or the 
secretary's delegate to manufacture, sell, or possess a machine gun, or a device, 
weapon, cartridge, container, or contrivance described in subsection (1). 
(4) As used in this chapter, "muffler" or "silencer" means 1 or more of the following: 
(a) A device for muffling, silencing, or deadening the report of a firearm. 
(b) A combination of parts, designed or redesigned, and intended for use in 
assembling or fabricating a muffler or silencer. 
(c) A part, designed or redesigned, and intended only for use in assembling or 
fabricating a muffler or silencer. 

Mich. Comp. Laws § 750.224c (2021) 
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750.224c Armor piercing ammunition; manufacture, distribution, sale, or use 
prohibited; exceptions; violation as felony; penalty; definitions; exemption of 
projectile or projectile core; rule. 
Sec. 224c. 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person shall not manufacture, distribute, 
sell, or use armor piercing ammunition in this state. A person who willfully violates 
this section is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 4 
years, or by a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or both. 
(2) This section does not apply to either of the following: 
(a) A person who manufactures, distributes, sells, or uses armor piercing 
ammunition in this state, if that manufacture, distribution, sale, or use is not in 
violation of chapter 44 of title 18 of the United States Code. 
(b) A licensed dealer who sells or distributes armor piercing ammunition in 
violation of this section if the licensed dealer is subject to license revocation under 
chapter 44 of title 18 of the United States Code for that sale or distribution. 
(3) As used in this section: 
(a) "Armor piercing ammunition" means a projectile or projectile core which may be 
used in a pistol and which is constructed entirely, excluding the presence of traces 
of other substances, of tungsten alloys, steel, iron, brass, bronze, beryllium copper, 
or a combination of tungsten alloys, steel, iron, brass, bronze, or beryllium copper. 
Armor piercing ammunition does not include any of the following: 
(i) Shotgun shot that is required by federal law or by a law of this state to be used 
for hunting purposes. 
(ii) A frangible projectile designed for target shooting. 
(iii) A projectile that the director of the department of state police finds is primarily 
intended to be used for sporting purposes. 
(iv) A projectile or projectile core that the director of the department of state police 
finds is intended to be used for industrial purposes. 
(b) "Licensed dealer" means a person licensed under chapter 44 of title 18 of the 
United States Code to deal in firearms or ammunition. 
(4) The director of the department of state police shall exempt a projectile or 
projectile core under subsection (3)(a)(iii) or (iv) if that projectile or projectile core is 
exempted under chapter 44 of title 18 of the United States Code. The director of 
state police shall exempt a projectile or projectile core under subsection (3)(a)(iii) or 
(iv) only by a rule promulgated in compliance with the administrative procedures 
act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of 
the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

Mich. Comp. Laws § 750.224e (2021) 
750.224e Conversion of semiautomatic firearm to fully automatic firearm; 
prohibited acts; penalty; applicability; “fully automatic firearm”, “licensed collector”, 
and “semiautomatic firearm” defined. 
Sec. 224e. 
(1) A person shall not knowingly do any of the following: 
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(a) Manufacture, sell, distribute, or possess or attempt to manufacture, sell, 
distribute, or possess a device that is designed or intended to be used to convert a 
semiautomatic firearm into a fully automatic firearm. 
(b) Demonstrate to another person or attempt to demonstrate to another person how 
to manufacture or install a device to convert a semiautomatic firearm into a fully 
automatic firearm. 
(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a felony punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 4 years, or a fine of not more than $2,000.00, or 
both. 
(3) This section does not apply to any of the following: 
(a) A police agency of this state, or of a local unit of government of this state, or of 
the United States. 
(b) An employee of an agency described in subdivision (a), if the manufacture, sale, 
distribution, or possession or attempted manufacture, sale, distribution, or 
possession or demonstration or attempted demonstration is in the course of his or 
her official duties as an employee of that agency. 
(c) The armed forces. 
(d) A member or employee of the armed forces, if the manufacture, sale, 
distribution, or possession or attempted manufacture, sale, distribution, or 
possession or demonstration or attempted demonstration is in the course of his or 
her official duties as a member or employee of the armed forces. 
(e) A licensed collector who possesses a device that is designed or intended to be 
used to convert a semiautomatic firearm into a fully automatic firearm that was 
lawfully owned by that licensed collector before the effective date of the amendatory 
act that added this section. This subdivision does not permit a licensed collector who 
lawfully owned a device that is designed or intended to be used to convert a 
semiautomatic firearm into a fully automatic firearm before the effective date of the 
amendatory act that added this section to sell or distribute or attempt to sell or 
distribute that device to another person after the effective date of the amendatory 
act that added this section. 
(4) As used in this section: 
(a) "Fully automatic firearm" means a firearm employing gas pressure or force of 
recoil to mechanically eject an empty cartridge from the firearm after a shot, and to 
load the next cartridge from the magazine, without renewed pressure on the trigger 
for each successive shot. 
(b) "Licensed collector" means a person who is licensed under chapter 44 of title 18 
of the United States code to acquire, hold, or dispose of firearms as curios or relics. 
(c) "Semiautomatic firearm" means a firearm employing gas pressure or force of 
recoil to mechanically eject an empty cartridge from the firearm after a shot, and to 
load the next cartridge from the magazine, but requiring renewed pressure on the 
trigger for each successive shot. 

Mich. Comp. Laws § 750.224b (2021) 
750.224b Short-barreled shotgun or rifle; making, manufacturing, transferring, or 
possessing as felony; penalty; exceptions; short-barreled shotgun or rifle 26 inches 
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or less; short-barreled shotgun or rifle greater than 26 inches; violation of 
subsection (5) as civil infraction; seizure and forfeiture; applicability of MCL 776.20 
to subsection (3). 
Sec. 224b. 
(1) A person shall not make, manufacture, transfer, or possess a short-barreled 
shotgun or a short-barreled rifle. 
(2) A person who violates subsection (1) is guilty of a felony punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a fine of not more than $2,500.00, or 
both. 
(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to a short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle 
that is lawfully made, manufactured, transferred, or possessed under federal law. 
(4) A person, excluding a manufacturer, lawfully making, transferring, or 
possessing a short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle that is 26 inches or less 
in length under this section shall comply with section 2 or 2a of 1927 PA 372, MCL 
28.422 and 28.422a. 
(5) A person who possesses a short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle that is 
greater than 26 inches in length under this section shall possess a copy of the 
federal registration of that short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle while 
transporting or using that short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle and shall 
present that federal registration to a peace officer upon request by that peace 
officer. 
(6) A person who violates subsection (5) is responsible for a state civil infraction and 
may be fined not more than $100.00. A short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled 
rifle carried in violation of subsection (5) is subject to immediate seizure by a peace 
officer. If a peace officer seizes a short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle 
under this subsection, the person has 45 days in which to display the federal 
registration to an authorized employee of the law enforcement entity that employs 
the peace officer. If the person displays the federal registration to an authorized 
employee of the law enforcement entity that employs the peace officer within the 
45-day period, the authorized employee of that law enforcement entity shall return 
the short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle to the person unless the person is 
prohibited by law from possessing a firearm. If the person does not display the 
federal registration within the 45-day period, the short-barreled shotgun or short-
barreled rifle is subject to seizure and forfeiture in the same manner that property 
is subject to seizure and forfeiture under sections 4701 to 4709 of the revised 
judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.4701 to 600.4709. 
(7) Section 20 of chapter XVI of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 
776.20, applies to subsection (3). 
 

MINNESOTA 
Minn. Stat. § 609.67 (2021) 

609.67 MACHINE GUNS AND SHORT-BARRELED SHOTGUNS. 
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Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) "Machine gun" means any firearm designed to 
discharge, or capable of discharging automatically more than once by a single 
function of the trigger. 
(b) "Shotgun" means a weapon designed, redesigned, made or remade which is 
intended to be fired from the shoulder and uses the energy of the explosive in a 
fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a 
single projectile for each single pull of the trigger. 
(c) "Short-barreled shotgun" means a shotgun having one or more barrels less than 
18 inches in length and any weapon made from a shotgun if such weapon as 
modified has an overall length less than 26 inches. 
(d) "Trigger activator" means a removable manual or power driven trigger 
activating device constructed and designed so that, when attached to a firearm, the 
rate at which the trigger may be pulled increases and the rate of fire of the firearm 
increases to that of a machine gun. 
(e) "Machine gun conversion kit" means any part or combination of parts designed 
and intended for use in converting a weapon into a machine gun, and any 
combination of parts from which a machine gun can be assembled, but does not 
include a spare or replacement part for a machine gun that is possessed lawfully 
under section 609.67, subdivision 3. 
Subd. 2. Acts prohibited. Except as otherwise provided herein, whoever owns, 
possesses, or operates a machine gun, any trigger activator or machine gun 
conversion kit, or a short-barreled shotgun may be sentenced to imprisonment for 
not more than five years or to payment of a fine of not more than $10,000, or both. 
Subd. 3. Uses permitted. The following persons may own or possess a machine gun 
or short-barreled shotgun provided the provisions of subdivision 4 are complied 
with: 
(1) law enforcement officers for use in the course of their duties; 
(2) chief executive officers of correctional facilities and other personnel thereof 
authorized by them and persons in charge of other institutions for the retention of 
persons convicted or accused of crime, for use in the course of their duties; 
(3) persons possessing machine guns or short-barreled shotguns which, although 
designed as weapons, have been determined by the superintendent of the Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension or the superintendent's delegate by reason of the date of 
manufacture, value, design or other characteristics to be primarily collector's items, 
relics, museum pieces or objects of curiosity, ornaments or keepsakes, and are not 
likely to be used as weapons; 
(4) manufacturers of ammunition who possess and use machine guns for the sole 
purpose of testing ammunition manufactured for sale to federal and state agencies 
or political subdivisions; 
(5) dealers and manufacturers who are federally licensed to buy and sell, or 
manufacture machine guns or short-barreled shotguns and who either use the 
machine guns or short-barreled shotguns in peace officer training under courses 
approved by the Board of Peace Officer Standards and Training, or are engaged in 
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the sale of machine guns or short-barreled shotguns to federal and state agencies or 
political subdivisions; and 
(6) persons employed by the Minnesota National Guard as security guards, for use 
in accordance with applicable federal military regulations. 
Subd. 4. Report required. (a) A person owning or possessing a machine gun or short-
barreled shotgun as authorized by subdivision 3, clause (1), (2), (3), or (4) shall, 
within ten days after acquiring such ownership or possession, file a written report 
with the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, showing the person's name and 
address; the person's official title and position, if any; a description of the machine 
gun or short-barreled shotgun sufficient to enable identification thereof; the purpose 
for which it is owned or possessed; and such further information as the bureau may 
reasonably require. 
(b) A dealer or manufacturer owning or having a machine gun or short-barreled 
shotgun as authorized by subdivision 3, clause (5) shall, by the tenth day of each 
month, file a written report with the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension showing the 
name and address of the dealer or manufacturer and the serial number of each 
machine gun or short-barreled shotgun acquired or manufactured during the 
previous month. 
Subd. 5. Exceptions. This section does not apply to members of the armed services 
of either the United States or the state of Minnesota for use in the course of their 
duties or to security guards employed by the Minnesota National Guard for use in 
accordance with applicable federal military regulations. 
Subd. 6. Preemption. Laws 1977, chapter 255, supersedes all local ordinances, rules, 
and regulations. 
 

MISSISSIPPI 
MS Code § 97-37-31 (2020) 

It shall be unlawful for any person, persons, corporation or manufacturing 
establishment, not duly authorized under federal law, to make, manufacture, sell or 
possess any instrument or device which, if used on firearms of any kind, will arrest 
or muffle the report ofthe firearm when shot or fired.Any person violating this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not 
more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or imprisoned in the county jail not 
more than thirty (30) days, or both. 
 
 

MISSOURI 
MO Rev Stat § 571.020 (2021) 

571.020. Possession--manufacture--transport--repair--sale of certain weapons a 
crime--exceptions--penalties. — 1. A person commits an offense if such person 
knowingly possesses, manufactures, transports, repairs, or sells: 
(1) An explosive weapon; 
(2) An explosive, incendiary or poison substance or material with the purpose to 
possess, manufacture or sell an explosive weapon; 
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(3) A gas gun; 
(4) A bullet or projectile which explodes or detonates upon impact because of an 
independent explosive charge after having been shot from a firearm; or 
(5) Knuckles; or 
(6) Any of the following in violation of federal law: 
(a) A machine gun; 
(b) A short-barreled rifle or shotgun; 
(c) A firearm silencer; or 
(d) A switchblade knife. 
2. A person does not commit an offense pursuant to this section if his or her conduct 
involved any of the items in subdivisions (1) to (5) of subsection 1, the item was 
possessed in conformity with any applicable federal law, and the conduct: 
(1) Was incident to the performance of official duty by the Armed Forces, National 
Guard, a governmental law enforcement agency, or a penal institution; or 
(2) Was incident to engaging in a lawful commercial or business transaction with an 
organization enumerated in subdivision (1) of this section; or 
(3) Was incident to using an explosive weapon in a manner reasonably related to a 
lawful industrial or commercial enterprise; or 
(4) Was incident to displaying the weapon in a public museum or exhibition; or 
(5) Was incident to using the weapon in a manner reasonably related to a lawful 
dramatic performance. 
3. An offense pursuant to subdivision (1), (2), (3) or (6) of subsection 1 of this section 
is a class D felony; a crime pursuant to subdivision (4) or (5) of subsection 1 of this 
section is a class A misdemeanor. 
 

MONTANA 
MT Code § 45-8-340 (2021) 

45-8-340. Sawed-off firearm -- penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
possession of a sawed-off firearm if the person knowingly possesses a rifle or 
shotgun that when originally manufactured had a barrel length of: 
(a) 16 inches or more and an overall length of 26 inches or more in the case of a 
rifle; or 
(b) 18 inches or more and an overall length of 26 inches or more in the case of a 
shotgun; and 
(c) the firearm has been modified in a manner so that the barrel length, overall 
length, or both, are less than specified in subsection (1)(a) or (1)(b). 
(2) The barrel length is the distance from the muzzle to the rear-most point of the 
chamber. 
(3) This section does not apply to firearms possessed: 
(a) by a peace officer of this state or one of its political subdivisions; 
(b) by an officer of the United States government authorized to carry weapons; 
(c) by a person in actual service as a member of the national guard; 
(d) by a person called to the aid of one of the persons named in subsections (3)(a) 
through (3)(c); 



 34 

(e) for educational or scientific purposes in which the firearms are incapable of 
being fired; 
(f) by a person who has a valid federal tax stamp for the firearm, issued by the 
bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms and explosives; or 
(g) by a bona fide collector of firearms if the firearm is a muzzleloading, sawed-off 
firearm manufactured before 1900. 
(4) A person convicted of the offense of possession of a sawed-off firearm shall be 
fined not less than $200 or more than $500 or be imprisoned in the county jail for 
not less than 5 days or more than 6 months, or both, upon a first conviction. If a 
person has one or more prior convictions under this section or one or more prior 
felony convictions under a law of this state, another state, or the United States, the 
person shall be fined an amount not to exceed $1,000 or be imprisoned in the state 
prison for a term not to exceed 5 years, or both. 
 

NEBRASKA 
NE Code § 28-1203 (2021) 

28-1203. Transportation or possession of machine guns, short rifles, or short 
shotguns; penalty; exception. 
(1) Any person or persons who shall transport or possess any machine gun, short 
rifle, or short shotgun commits a Class IV felony. 
(2) The provisions of this section shall not be held to prohibit any act by peace 
officers, members of the United States armed services, or members of the National 
Guard of this state, in the lawful discharge of their duties, or persons qualified 
under the provisions of federal law relating to the short rifle, short shotgun, or 
machine gun. 
 

NEVADA 
NV Rev Stat § 202.350 (2021) 

1. Except as otherwise provided in this section and NRS 202.3653 to 202.369, 
inclusive, a person within this State shall not: 
(a) Manufacture or cause to be manufactured, or import into the State, or keep, offer 
or expose for sale, or give, lend or possess any instrument or weapon of the kind 
commonly known as a blackjack, slungshot, billy, sand-club, sandbag or metal 
knuckles; 
(b) Manufacture or cause to be manufactured, or import into the State, or keep, offer 
or expose for sale, or give, lend, possess or use a machine gun or a silencer, unless 
authorized by federal law; 

NV Rev Stat § 202.274 (2021) 
1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person shall not import, sell, 
manufacture, transfer, receive or possess: 
(a) Any manual, power-driven or electronic device that is designed such that when 
the device is attached to a semiautomatic firearm, the device eliminates the need for 
the operator of a semiautomatic firearm to make a separate movement for each 
individual function of the trigger and: 
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(1) Materially increases the rate of fire of the semiautomatic firearm; or 
(2) Approximates the action or rate of fire of a machine gun; 
(b) Any part or combination of parts that is designed and functions to eliminate the 
need for the operator of a semiautomatic firearm to make a separate movement for 
each individual function of the trigger and: 
(1) Materially increases the rate of fire of a semiautomatic firearm; or 
(2) Approximates the action or rate of fire of a machine gun; or 
(c) Any semiautomatic firearm that has been modified in any way that eliminates 
the need for the operator of the semiautomatic firearm to make a separate 
movement for each individual function of the trigger and: 
(1) Materially increases the rate of fire of the semiautomatic firearm; or 
(2) Approximates the action or rate of fire of a machine gun. 
2. A person who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a category D felony 
and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 
3. This section does not apply to: 
(a) Any employee of a federal, state or local law enforcement agency carrying out 
official duties. 
(b) Any member of the Armed Forces of the United States carrying out official 
duties. 

NV Rev Stat § 202.275 (2021) 
1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person who knowingly or willfully 
possesses, manufactures or disposes of any short-barreled rifle or short-barreled 
shotgun is guilty of a category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 
193.130. 
2. For purposes of this section: 
(a) "Short-barreled rifle" means: 
(1) A rifle having one or more barrels less than 16 inches in length; or 
(2) Any weapon made from a rifle, whether by alteration, modification or other 
means, with an overall length of less than 26 inches. 
(b) "Short-barreled shotgun" means: 
(1) A shotgun having one or more barrels less than 18 inches in length; or 
(2) Any weapon made from a shotgun, whether by alteration, modification or other 
means, with an overall length of less than 26 inches. 
3. This section does not prohibit: 
(a) The possession or use of any short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun by 
any peace officer when authorized to do so in the performance of official duties; 
(b) The possession of any short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun by a person 
who is licensed as a firearms importer, manufacturer, collector or dealer by the 
United States Department of the Treasury, or by a person to whom such a rifle or 
shotgun is registered with the United States Department of the Treasury; or 
(c) The possession of any short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun that has 
been determined to be a collector’s item pursuant to 26 U.S.C. Chapter 53 or a curio 
or relic pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Chapter 44. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
NH Rev Stat § 159:18 (2021) 

    159:18 Felonious Use of Teflon-coated, Armor-piercing and Exploding Bullets and 
Cartridges. – 
I. A person is guilty of a class B felony if he uses or attempts to use any teflon-
coated or armor-piercing bullet or cartridge, or any bullet or cartridge which 
contains any explosive substance in the projectile and is designed to explode upon 
impact, in the course of committing any misdemeanor or felony. 
II. Neither the whole nor any part of a sentence of imprisonment imposed for a 
violation of this section shall be served concurrently with any other term of 
imprisonment. 
 

NEW JERSEY 
NJ Rev Stat § 2C:39-3 (2021) 

2C:39-3 Prohibited weapons and devices. 
2C:39-3. Prohibited Weapons and Devices. 
a. Destructive devices. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any 
destructive device is guilty of a crime of the third degree. 
b. Sawed-off shotguns. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any sawed-
off shotgun is guilty of a crime of the third degree. 
c. Silencers. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any firearm silencer is 
guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. 
d. Defaced firearms. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any firearm 
which has been defaced, except an antique firearm or an antique handgun, is guilty 
of a crime of the fourth degree. 
e. Certain weapons. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any gravity 
knife, switchblade knife, dagger, dirk, stiletto, billy, blackjack, metal knuckle, 
sandclub, slingshot, cestus or similar leather band studded with metal filings or 
razor blades imbedded in wood, ballistic knife, without any explainable lawful 
purpose, is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. 
f. Dum-dum or armor piercing ammunition. (1) Any person, other than a law 
enforcement officer or persons engaged in activities pursuant to subsection f. of 
N.J.S.2C:39-6, who knowingly has in his possession any hollow nose or dum-dum 
bullet, or (2) any person, other than a collector of firearms or ammunition as curios 
or relics as defined in Title 18, United States Code, section 921 (a) (13) and has in 
his possession a valid Collector of Curios and Relics License issued by the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, who knowingly has in his possession 
any armor piercing ammunition, as defined in subsection gg. of N.J.S.2C:39-1, is 
guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. For purposes of this section, a collector may 
possess not more than three examples of each distinctive variation of the 
ammunition described above. A distinctive variation includes a different head 
stamp, composition, design, or color. 
g. Exceptions. (1) (a) Nothing in subsection a., b., c., d., e., f., j. or k. of this section 
shall apply to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States or the National 
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Guard, or except as otherwise provided, to any law enforcement officer while 
actually on duty or traveling to or from an authorized place of duty, provided that 
his possession of the prohibited weapon or device has been duly authorized under 
the applicable laws, regulations or military or law enforcement orders. 
(b) Nothing in subsection j. of this section shall apply to a law enforcement officer 
who possesses and carries while off-duty a large capacity ammunition magazine 
capable of holding not more than 17 rounds of ammunition that can be fed 
continuously and directly into a semi-automatic firearm. 
(c) Notwithstanding subparagraph (b) of this paragraph, subsection j. of this section 
shall not apply to a law enforcement officer who possesses and carries while off-duty 
a large capacity ammunition magazine capable of holding more than 17 rounds of 
ammunition that can be fed continuously and directly into a semi-automatic firearm 
provided the large capacity ammunition magazine is used with a service firearm 
issued to the officer by the officer's employer for use in the officer's official duties. 
(d) Nothing in subsection h. of this section shall apply to any law enforcement 
officer who is exempted from the provisions of that subsection by the Attorney 
General. Nothing in this section shall apply to the possession of any weapon or 
device by a law enforcement officer who has confiscated, seized or otherwise taken 
possession of said weapon or device as evidence of the commission of a crime or 
because he believed it to be possessed illegally by the person from whom it was 
taken, provided that said law enforcement officer promptly notifies his superiors of 
his possession of such prohibited weapon or device. 
(2) (a) Nothing in paragraph (1) of subsection f. of this section shall be construed to 
prevent a person from keeping such ammunition at his dwelling, premises or other 
land owned or possessed by him, or from carrying such ammunition from the place 
of purchase to said dwelling or land, nor shall paragraph (1) of subsection f. of this 
section be construed to prevent any licensed retail or wholesale firearms dealer 
from possessing such ammunition at its licensed premises, provided that the seller 
of any such ammunition shall maintain a record of the name, age and place of 
residence of any purchaser who is not a licensed dealer, together with the date of 
sale and quantity of ammunition sold. 
(b) Nothing in paragraph (1) of subsection f. of this section shall be construed to 
prevent a designated employee or designated licensed agent for a nuclear power 
plant under the license of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission from possessing 
hollow nose ammunition while in the actual performance of his official duties, if the 
federal licensee certifies that the designated employee or designated licensed agent 
is assigned to perform site protection, guard, armed response or armed escort duties 
and is appropriately trained and qualified, as prescribed by federal regulation, to 
perform those duties. 
(3) Nothing in paragraph (2) of subsection f. or in subsection j. of this section shall 
be construed to prevent any licensed retail or wholesale firearms dealer from 
possessing that ammunition or large capacity ammunition magazine at its licensed 
premises for sale or disposition to another licensed dealer, the Armed Forces of the 
United States or the National Guard, or to a law enforcement agency, provided that 
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the seller maintains a record of any sale or disposition to a law enforcement agency. 
The record shall include the name of the purchasing agency, together with written 
authorization of the chief of police or highest ranking official of the agency, the 
name and rank of the purchasing law enforcement officer, if applicable, and the 
date, time and amount of ammunition sold or otherwise disposed. A copy of this 
record shall be forwarded by the seller to the Superintendent of the Division of 
State Police within 48 hours of the sale or disposition. 
(4) Nothing in subsection a. of this section shall be construed to apply to antique 
cannons as exempted in subsection d. of N.J.S.2C:39-6. 
(5) Nothing in subsection c. of this section shall be construed to apply to any person 
who is specifically identified in a special deer management permit issued by the 
Division of Fish and Wildlife to utilize a firearm silencer as part of an alternative 
deer control method implemented in accordance with a special deer management 
permit issued pursuant to section 4 of P.L.2000, c.46 (C.23:4-42.6), while the person 
is in the actual performance of the permitted alternative deer control method and 
while going to and from the place where the permitted alternative deer control 
method is being utilized. This exception shall not, however, otherwise apply to any 
person to authorize the purchase or possession of a firearm silencer. 
h. Stun guns. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any stun gun is 
guilty of a crime of the fourth degree. 
i. Nothing in subsection e. of this section shall be construed to prevent any guard in 
the employ of a private security company, who is licensed to carry a firearm, from 
the possession of a nightstick when in the actual performance of his official duties, 
provided that he has satisfactorily completed a training course approved by the 
Police Training Commission in the use of a nightstick. 
j. Any person who knowingly has in his possession a large capacity ammunition 
magazine is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree unless the person has registered: 
(1) an assault firearm pursuant to section 11 of P.L.1990, c.32 (C.2C:58-12) and the 
magazine is maintained and used in connection with participation in competitive 
shooting matches sanctioned by the Director of Civilian Marksmanship of the 
United States Department of the Army; or 
(2) a firearm with a fixed magazine capacity or detachable magazine capable of 
holding up to 15 rounds pursuant to section 7 of P.L.2018, c.39 (C.2C:39-20). 
k. Handcuffs. Any person who knowingly has in his possession handcuffs as defined 
in P.L.1991, c.437 (C.2C:39-9.2), under circumstances not manifestly appropriate for 
such lawful uses as handcuffs may have, is guilty of a disorderly persons offense. A 
law enforcement officer shall confiscate handcuffs possessed in violation of the law. 
l. Bump stock or trigger crank. Any person who knowingly possesses a bump stock 
as defined in subsection ee. of N.J.S.2C:39-1 or a trigger crank as defined in 
subsection ff. of N.J.S.2C:39-1, regardless of whether the person is in possession of a 
firearm, is guilty of a crime of the third degree. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S.2C:1-8 or any other provision of law, a 
conviction arising out of this subsection shall not merge with a conviction for 
possessing an assault firearm in violation of subsection f. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 or a 
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machine gun in violation of subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:39-5 and a separate sentence 
shall be imposed upon each conviction. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
N.J.S.2C:44-5 or any other provisions of law, the sentence imposed pursuant to this 
subsection shall be served consecutively to that imposed for unlawfully possessing 
an assault firearm in violation of subsection f. of N.J.S.2C:39-5. 
m. Covert or undetectable firearms. Any person who knowingly possesses any covert 
firearm as defined in subsection hh. of N.J.S.2C:39-1, an undetectable firearm as 
defined in subsection ii. of N.J.S.2C:39-1, or a firearm enclosed in a container or 
covering that is designed or modified to allow the firearm to be fired while so 
enclosed and that disguises or obscures the shape of the firearm such that it does 
not resemble a handgun, rifle, shotgun, or machine gun is guilty of a crime of the 
third degree. 
n. Firearms without a serial number. Any person who knowingly possesses a 
firearm manufactured or otherwise assembled using a firearm frame or firearm 
receiver as defined in subsection k. of N.J.S.2C:39-9 which is not imprinted with a 
serial number registered with a federally licensed manufacturer including, but not 
limited to, a firearm manufactured or otherwise assembled from parts purchased or 
otherwise obtained in violation of subsection k. of N.J.S.2C:39-9, is guilty of a crime 
of the third degree. 
 

NEW MEXICO 
NM Stat § 30-7-2 (2021) 

A. Unlawful carrying of a deadly weapon consists of carrying a concealed loaded 
firearm or any other type of deadly weapon anywhere, except in the following cases: 
(1) in the person's residence or on real property belonging to him as owner, lessee, 
tenant or licensee; 
(2) in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance, for lawful 
protection of the person's or another's person or property; 
(3) by a peace officer in accordance with the policies of his law enforcement agency 
who is certified pursuant to the Law Enforcement Training Act [Chapter 29, Article 
7 NMSA 1978]; 
(4) by a peace officer in accordance with the policies of his law enforcement agency 
who is employed on a temporary basis by that agency and who has successfully 
completed a course of firearms instruction prescribed by the New Mexico law 
enforcement academy or provided by a certified firearms instructor who is employed 
on a permanent basis by a law enforcement agency; or 
(5) by a person in possession of a valid concealed handgun license issued to him by 
the department of public safety pursuant to the provisions of the Concealed 
Handgun Carry Act [Chapter 29, Article 19 NMSA 1978]. 
B. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the carrying of any 
unloaded firearm. 
C. Whoever commits unlawful carrying of a deadly weapon is guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor. 
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NEW YORK 
NY Penal L § 265.01 (2021) 

§ 265.01 Criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth degree. 
  A  person  is  guilty of criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth 
degree when: 
  (1) He or she possesses any firearm, electronic dart  gun,  electronic 
stun gun, switchblade knife, pilum ballistic knife, metal knuckle knife, 
cane   sword,   billy,  blackjack,  bludgeon,  plastic  knuckles,  metal 
knuckles, chuka stick, sand bag, sandclub, wrist-brace type slingshot or 
slungshot, shirken, or "Kung Fu star"; 
  (2) He or she possesses any dagger, dangerous  knife,  dirk,  machete, 
razor,  stiletto,  imitation  pistol,  undetectable  knife  or any other 
dangerous or deadly instrument or weapon with intent  to  use  the  same 
unlawfully against another; or 
  (3); or 
  (4)  He  possesses  a  rifle,  shotgun,  antique firearm, black powder 
rifle, black powder shotgun, or any muzzle-loading firearm, and has been 
convicted of a felony or serious offense; or 
  (5) He possesses any dangerous or deadly weapon and is not  a  citizen 
of the United States; or 
  (6)  He  is  a person who has been certified not suitable to possess a 
rifle or shotgun, as defined in subdivision sixteen of  section  265.00, 
and refuses to yield possession of such rifle or shotgun upon the demand 
of  a  police  officer.  Whenever  a person is certified not suitable to 
possess a rifle or shotgun, a member of the police department  to  which 
such  certification  is  made,  or  of the state police, shall forthwith 
seize any rifle or shotgun possessed by such person. A rifle or  shotgun 
seized as herein provided shall not be destroyed, but shall be delivered 
to  the  headquarters  of  such  police department, or state police, and 
there retained until the aforesaid certificate has been rescinded by the 
director or physician in charge, or other disposition of such  rifle  or 
shotgun  has  been  ordered  or  authorized  by  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction. 
  (7) He knowingly possesses a bullet containing an explosive  substance 
designed to detonate upon impact. 
  * (8)  He  possesses  any armor piercing ammunition with intent to use 
the same unlawfully against another. 
  * NB Effective until April 26, 2022 
  * (8) Such person possesses any armor piercing ammunition with  intent 
to use the same unlawfully against another. 
  * NB Effective April 26, 2022 
  * (9)  Such person possesses a major component of a firearm, rifle, or 
shotgun and such person is prohibited from possessing a shotgun or rifle 
pursuant to: 
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  (i) this article; 
  (ii) subsection (g) of section 922 of title 18 of  the  United  States 
Code; or 
  (iii)  a temporary or final extreme risk protection order issued under 
article sixty-three-A of the civil practice law and rules; or 
  * NB There are 2 sb (9)'s 
  * NB Effective February 25, 2022 
  * (9) Such person is not required to be a gunsmith  licensed  pursuant 
to  section  400.00 of this chapter and, knowing it is a ghost gun, such 
person possesses a ghost gun, provided that a person shall not be guilty 
under this subdivision when he or she (a)  voluntarily  surrenders  such 
ghost  gun  to  any  law  enforcement  official  designated  pursuant to 
subparagraph (f) of paragraph one of subdivision (a) of  section  265.20 
of  this  article; or (b) for a period of six months after the effective 
date of this section possesses a ghost gun prior  to  serialization  and 
 
registration  of  such  ghost  gun  pursuant  to  section 265.07 of this 
article. 
  * NB There are 2 sb (9)'s 
  * NB Effective April 26, 2022 
  * (10)  Such person is not required to be a gunsmith licensed pursuant 
to section 400.00 of this chapter and, knowing it is an unfinished frame 
or receiver, such person possesses  an  unfinished  frame  or  receiver, 
provided  that  for  a  period of six months after the effective date of 
this subdivision, a person shall not be guilty  under  this  subdivision 
when  such  person:  (a) voluntarily surrenders such unfinished frame or 
receiver  to  any  law  enforcement  official  designated  pursuant   to 
subparagraph  (f)  of paragraph one of subdivision (a) of section 265.20 
of this article; or (b) possesses  such  unfinished  frame  or  receiver 
prior   to  serialization  of  such  unfinished  frame  or  receiver  in 
accordance with the  requirements  imposed  on  licensed  importers  and 
licensed  manufacturers  pursuant  to  subsection  (i) of Section 923 of 
Title 18 of the United  States  Code  and  regulations  issued  pursuant 
thereto,  except for antique firearms as defined in subdivision fourteen 
of section 265.00 of this article, as  added  by  chapter  nine  hundred 
eighty-six of the laws of nineteen hundred seventy-four, or any firearm, 
rifle or shotgun manufactured prior to nineteen hundred sixty-eight. 
  * NB Effective February 25, 2022 
  Criminal  possession  of  a  weapon  in the fourth degree is a class A 
misdemeanor. 

NY Penal L § 265.02 (2021) 
§ 265.02 Criminal possession of a weapon in the third degree. 
  A  person  is  guilty  of criminal possession of a weapon in the third 
degree when: 
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  (1) Such person commits the crime of criminal possession of  a  weapon 
in  the  fourth degree as defined in subdivision one, two, three or five 
of section 265.01, and has been previously convicted of any crime; or 
  (2) Such person possesses any explosive or incendiary bomb, bombshell, 
firearm silencer, machine-gun or any other firearm or weapon  simulating 
a machine-gun and which is adaptable for such use; or 
  (3)  Such  person knowingly possesses a machine-gun, firearm, rifle or 
shotgun which has  been  defaced  for  the  purpose  of  concealment  or 
prevention  of  the detection of a crime or misrepresenting the identity 
of such machine-gun, firearm, rifle or shotgun; or 
  (5) (i) Such person possesses three or more  firearms;  or  (ii)  such 
person possesses a firearm and has been previously convicted of a felony 
or  a  class A misdemeanor defined in this chapter within the five years 
immediately preceding the commission of the offense and such  possession 
did not take place in the person's home or place of business; or 
  (6) Such person knowingly possesses any disguised gun; or 
  (7) Such person possesses an assault weapon; or 
  (8)  Such person possesses a large capacity ammunition feeding device. 
For purposes of this subdivision, a large  capacity  ammunition  feeding 
device shall not include an ammunition feeding device lawfully possessed 
by  such  person before the effective date of the chapter of the laws of 
two thousand  thirteen  which  amended  this  subdivision,  that  has  a 
capacity of, or that can be readily restored or converted to accept more 
than  seven  but  less  than  eleven  rounds  of ammunition, or that was 
manufactured before September thirteenth, nineteen hundred  ninety-four, 
that  has a capacity of, or that can be readily restored or converted to 
accept, more than ten rounds of ammunition; or 
  (9) Such person possesses an unloaded firearm and also commits a  drug 
trafficking felony as defined in subdivision twenty-one of section 10.00 
of this chapter as part of the same criminal transaction; or 
  (10)  Such  person  possesses an unloaded firearm and also commits any 
violent felony offense as defined in subdivision one of section 70.02 of 
this chapter as part of the same criminal transaction. 
  Criminal possession of a weapon in the  third  degree  is  a  class  D 
felony. 
 

NORTH CAROLINA 
NC Gen Stat § 14-288.8 (2021) 

14-288.8. Manufacture, assembly, possession, storage, transportation, sale, 
purchase, delivery, or acquisition of weapon of mass death and destruction; 
exceptions. 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, it is unlawful for any person to 
manufacture, assemble, possess, store, transport, sell, offer to sell, purchase, offer to 
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purchase, deliver or give to another, or acquire any weapon of mass death and 
destruction. 
(b) This section does not apply to any of the following: 

(1) Persons exempted from the provisions of G.S. 14-269 with respect to any 
activities lawfully engaged in while carrying out their duties. 
(2) Importers, manufacturers, dealers, and collectors of firearms, ammunition, or 
destructive devices validly licensed under the laws of the United States or the 
State of North Carolina, while lawfully engaged in activities authorized under 
their licenses. 
(3) Persons under contract with the United States, the State of North Carolina, or 
any agency of either government, with respect to any activities lawfully engaged in 
under their contracts. 
(4) Inventors, designers, ordnance consultants and researchers, chemists, 
physicists, and other persons lawfully engaged in pursuits designed to enlarge 
knowledge or to facilitate the creation, development, or manufacture of weapons of 
mass death and destruction intended for use in a manner consistent with the laws 
of the United States and the State of North Carolina. 
(5) Persons who lawfully possess or own a weapon as defined in subsection (c) of 
this section in compliance with 26 U.S.C. Chapter 53, 5801-5871. Nothing in this 
subdivision shall limit the discretion of the sheriff in executing the paperwork 
required by the United States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms for such 
person to obtain the weapon. 

(c) The term "weapon of mass death and destruction" includes: 
(1) Any explosive or incendiary: 

a. Bomb; or 
b. Grenade; or 
c. Rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces; or 
d. Missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than one-quarter 
ounce; or 
e. Mine; or 
f. Device similar to any of the devices described above; or 

(2) Any type of weapon (other than a shotgun or a shotgun shell of a type 
particularly suitable for sporting purposes) which will, or which may be readily 
converted to, expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or other propellant, 
and which has any barrel with a bore of more than one-half inch in diameter; or 
(3) Any firearm capable of fully automatic fire, any shotgun with a barrel or 
barrels of less than 18 inches in length or an overall length of less than 26 inches, 
any rifle with a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches in length or an overall 
length of less than 26 inches, any muffler or silencer for any firearm, whether or 
not such firearm is included within this definition. For the purposes of this section, 
rifle is defined as a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended 
to be fired from the shoulder; or 
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(4) Any combination of parts either designed or intended for use in converting any 
device into any weapon described above and from which a weapon of mass death 
and destruction may readily be assembled. 

The term "weapon of mass death and destruction" does not include any device 
which is neither designed nor redesigned for use as a weapon; any device, although 
originally designed for use as a weapon, which is redesigned for use as a signaling, 
pyrotechnic, line-throwing, safety, or similar device; surplus ordnance sold, loaned, 
or given by the Secretary of the Army pursuant to the provisions of section 4684(2), 
4685, or 4686 of Title 10 of the United States Code; or any other device which the 
Secretary of the Treasury finds is not likely to be used as a weapon, is an antique, 
or is a rifle which the owner intends to use solely for sporting purposes, in 
accordance with Chapter 44 of Title 18 of the United States Code. 
(d) Any person who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a Class F 
felony. 

NC Gen Stat § 14-409 (2015) 
14-409. Machine guns and other like weapons. 

(a) As used in this section, "machine gun" or "submachine gun" means any 
weapon which shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be readily restored to shoot, 
automatically more than one shot, without manual reloading, by a single function of 
the trigger. The term shall also include the frame or receiver of any such weapon, 
any combination of parts designed and intended for use in converting a weapon into 
a machine gun, and any combination of parts from which a machine gun can be 
assembled if such parts are in the possession or under the control of a person. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to manufacture, sell, 
give away, dispose of, use or possess machine guns, submachine guns, or other like 
weapons as defined by subsection (a) of this section: Provided, however, that this 
subsection shall not apply to the following: 

Banks, merchants, and recognized business establishments for use in their 
respective places of business, who shall first apply to and receive from the sheriff of 
the county in which said business is located, a permit to possess the said weapons 
for the purpose of defending the said business; officers and soldiers of the United 
States Army, when in discharge of their official duties, officers and soldiers of the 
militia when called into actual service, officers of the State, or of any county, city or 
town, charged with the execution of the laws of the State, when acting in the 
discharge of their official duties; the manufacture, use or possession of such 
weapons for scientific or experimental purposes when such manufacture, use or 
possession is lawful under federal laws and the weapon is registered with a federal 
agency, and when a permit to manufacture, use or possess the weapon is issued by 
the sheriff of the county in which the weapon is located; a person who lawfully 
possesses or owns a weapon as defined by subsection (a) of this section in 
compliance with 26 U.S.C. Chapter 53, 5801-5871. Nothing in this subdivision shall 
limit the discretion of the sheriff in executing the paperwork required by the United 
States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms for such person to obtain the 
weapon. Provided, further, that any bona fide resident of this State who now owns a 
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machine gun used in former wars, as a relic or souvenir, may retain and keep same 
as his or her property without violating the provisions of this section upon his 
reporting said ownership to the sheriff of the county in which said person lives. 

(c) Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 
Class I felony.  
 

NORTH DAKOTA 
§ 62.1-02-03. (2020) 

62.1-02-03.   Possession   or   sale   of   short-barreled   rifle   or   shotgun   -   
Penalty   -Application. A person who possesses, obtains, receives, sells, or uses a 
short-barreled rifle or a short-barreled shotgun is guilty of a class C felony. This 
section does not apply to a law enforcement officer who possesses, obtains, receives, 
sells, or uses a short-barreled rifle or a short-barreled shotgun in the course of or in 
connection with the officer's official duties, to a member of the armed forces of the 
United States or national guard, organized reserves, state defense forces, or state 
guard organizations who possesses or uses a short-barreled rifle or short-barreled 
shotgun issued to the member by that organization and while on official duty, or to 
any person who complies with the National Firearms Act.  

§ 62.1-05-01. (2020) 
1. A person may not purchase, sell, have, or possess a machine gun, fully 
automatic rifle, silencer, or bomb loaded with explosives or poisonous or dangerous 
gases, or any other federally licensed firearm or dangerous weapon unless that 
person has complied with the National Firearms Act [26 U.S.C. 5801-5872]. 
2. A person who violates this section is guilty of a class C felony.  Upon arrest of 
that person, the firearm or dangerous weapon must be seized.  Upon conviction of 
the person and motion to the court in which the conviction occurred, the firearm or 
dangerous weapon must be forfeited to the jurisdiction in which the arrest was 
made.  The firearm or dangerous weapon may be sold at public auction, retained for 
use, or destroyed pursuant to the court's order.  If a qualified local program as 
defined under section 12.1-32-02.2 has paid a reward for information that resulted 
in forfeiture of the item and the item has been sold, the jurisdiction shall, after 
payment of expenses for forfeiture and sale, repay the qualified local program for 
the reward that it has paid. 
 

OHIO 
Ohio Rev Code § 2923.17 (2021) 

(A) No person shall knowingly acquire, have, carry, or use any dangerous ordnance. 
(B) No person shall manufacture or process an explosive at any location in this state 
unless the person first has been issued a license, certificate of registration, or 
permit to do so from a fire official of a political subdivision of this state or from the 
office of the fire marshal. 
(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to: 
(1) Officers, agents, or employees of this or any other state or the United States, 
members of the armed forces of the United States or the organized militia of this or 
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any other state, and law enforcement officers, to the extent that any such person is 
authorized to acquire, have, carry, or use dangerous ordnance and is acting within 
the scope of the person's duties; 
(2) Importers, manufacturers, dealers, and users of explosives, having a license or 
user permit issued and in effect pursuant to the "Organized Crime Control Act of 
1970," 84 Stat. 952, 18 U.S.C. 843, and any amendments or additions thereto or 
reenactments thereof, with respect to explosives and explosive devices lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried, or used under the laws of this state and applicable 
federal law; 
(3) Importers, manufacturers, and dealers having a license to deal in destructive 
devices or their ammunition, issued and in effect pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 923, and any amendments or additions thereto or 
reenactments thereof, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried, or used under the laws of this state and applicable federal law; 
(4) Persons to whom surplus ordnance has been sold, loaned, or given by the 
secretary of the army pursuant to 70A Stat. 262 and 263, 10 U.S.C. 4684, 4685, and 
4686, and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, with 
respect to dangerous ordnance when lawfully possessed and used for the purposes 
specified in such section; 
(5) Owners of dangerous ordnance registered in the national firearms registration 
and transfer record pursuant to the act of October 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1229, 26 U.S.C. 
5841, and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, and 
regulations issued thereunder. 
(6) Carriers, warehouses, and others engaged in the business of transporting or 
storing goods for hire, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully transported or 
stored in the usual course of their business and in compliance with the laws of this 
state and applicable federal law; 
(7) The holders of a license or temporary permit issued and in effect pursuant to 
section 2923.18 of the Revised Code, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried, or used for the purposes and in the manner specified in 
such license or permit; 
(8) Persons who own a dangerous ordnance that is a firearm muffler or suppressor 
attached to a gun that is authorized to be used for hunting by section 1533.16 of the 
Revised Code and who are authorized to use such a dangerous ordnance by section 
1533.04 of the Revised Code. 
(D) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of unlawful possession of 
dangerous ordnance, a felony of the fifth degree. 
(E) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of illegally manufacturing 
or processing explosives, a felony of the second degree. 
 

Ohio Rev Code § 2923.11 (2021) 
As used in sections 2923.11 to 2923.24 of the Revised Code: 
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(A) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting 
death, and designed or specially adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, 
or used as a weapon. 
(B)(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or 
more projectiles by the action of an explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" 
includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 
(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or 
more projectiles by the action of an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of 
fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, the 
representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 
(C) "Handgun" means any of the following: 
(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the 
use of a single hand; 
(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division 
(C)(1) of this section can be assembled. 
(D) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to 
fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to 
fire, with a single function of the trigger. 
(E) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a 
succession of cartridges with a single function of the trigger. 
(F) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches 
long, or a rifle with a barrel less than sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less 
than twenty-six inches long overall. "Sawed-off firearm" does not include any 
firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale 
by the federal bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and explosives under the "Gun 
Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is found by the 
bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act," 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 
26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 
(G) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 
(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 
(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as 
a firearm, but that is specially adapted for use as a firearm; 
(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a 
firearm, but that as designed is capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or 
used as a firearm. 
(H) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause 
physical harm to persons or property by means of an explosion, and consisting of an 
explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive device" 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting 
cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has 
been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 
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(I) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially 
adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of fire, and 
consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 
(J) "Ballistic knife" means a knife with a detachable blade that is propelled by a 
spring-operated mechanism. 
(K) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in division 
(L) of this section: 
(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 
(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 
(3) Nitroglycerin, nitrocellulose, nitrostarch, PETN, cyclonite, TNT, picric acid, and 
other high explosives; amatol, tritonal, tetrytol, pentolite, pecretol, cyclotol, and 
other high explosive compositions; plastic explosives; dynamite, blasting gelatin, 
gelatin dynamite, sensitized ammonium nitrate, liquid-oxygen blasting explosives, 
blasting powder, and other blasting agents; and any other explosive substance 
having sufficient brisance or power to be particularly suitable for use as a military 
explosive, or for use in mining, quarrying, excavating, or demolitions; 
(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, 
torpedo, or similar weapon, designed and manufactured for military purposes, and 
the ammunition for that weapon; 
(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 
(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any 
firearm or other device into a dangerous ordnance. 
(L) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 
(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, 
and regardless of its actual age, that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete 
ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 
(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including 
a military weapon as issued or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, 
unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 
(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type 
in accepted use prior to 1887, has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other 
system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without displacing 
the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 
(4) Black powder, priming quills, and percussion caps possessed and lawfully used 
to fire a cannon of a type defined in division (L)(3) of this section during displays, 
celebrations, organized matches or shoots, and target practice, and smokeless and 
black powder, primers, and percussion caps possessed and lawfully used as a 
propellant or ignition device in small-arms or small-arms ammunition; 
(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered 
operable or activated, and that is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum 
piece; 
(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device 
pursuant to the "Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as 
amended, and regulations issued under that act; 
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(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved 
for sale by the federal bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and explosives under the 
"Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is found by 
the bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act," 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 
(M) "Explosive" means any chemical compound, mixture, or device, the primary or 
common purpose of which is to function by explosion. "Explosive" includes all 
materials that have been classified as division 1.1, division 1.2, division 1.3, or 
division 1.4 explosives by the United States department of transportation in its 
regulations and includes, but is not limited to, dynamite, black powder, pellet 
powders, initiating explosives, blasting caps, electric blasting caps, safety fuses, 
fuse igniters, squibs, cordeau detonant fuses, instantaneous fuses, and igniter cords 
and igniters. "Explosive" does not include "fireworks," as defined in section 3743.01 
of the Revised Code, or any substance or material otherwise meeting the definition 
of explosive set forth in this section that is manufactured, sold, possessed, 
transported, stored, or used in any activity described in section 3743.80 of the 
Revised Code, provided the activity is conducted in accordance with all applicable 
laws, rules, and regulations, including, but not limited to, the provisions of section 
3743.80 of the Revised Code and the rules of the fire marshal adopted pursuant to 
section 3737.82 of the Revised Code. 
(N)(1) "Concealed handgun license" or "license to carry a concealed handgun" 
means, subject to division (N)(2) of this section, a license or temporary emergency 
license to carry a concealed handgun issued under section 2923.125 or 2923.1213 of 
the Revised Code or a license to carry a concealed handgun issued by another state 
with which the attorney general has entered into a reciprocity agreement under 
section 109.69 of the Revised Code. 
(2) A reference in any provision of the Revised Code to a concealed handgun license 
issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code or a license to carry a concealed 
handgun issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code means only a license of 
the type that is specified in that section. A reference in any provision of the Revised 
Code to a concealed handgun license issued under section 2923.1213 of the Revised 
Code, a license to carry a concealed handgun issued under section 2923.1213 of the 
Revised Code, or a license to carry a concealed handgun on a temporary emergency 
basis means only a license of the type that is specified in section 2923.1213 of the 
Revised Code. A reference in any provision of the Revised Code to a concealed 
handgun license issued by another state or a license to carry a concealed handgun 
issued by another state means only a license issued by another state with which the 
attorney general has entered into a reciprocity agreement under section 109.69 of 
the Revised Code. 
(O) "Valid concealed handgun license" or "valid license to carry a concealed 
handgun" means a concealed handgun license that is currently valid, that is not 
under a suspension under division (A)(1) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code, 
under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, or under a suspension provision of the 
state other than this state in which the license was issued, and that has not been 



 50 

revoked under division (B)(1) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code, under section 
2923.1213 of the Revised Code, or under a revocation provision of the state other 
than this state in which the license was issued. 
(P) "Misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year" does 
not include any of the following: 
(1) Any federal or state offense pertaining to antitrust violations, unfair trade 
practices, restraints of trade, or other similar offenses relating to the regulation of 
business practices; 
(2) Any misdemeanor offense punishable by a term of imprisonment of two years or 
less. 
(Q) "Alien registration number" means the number issued by the United States 
citizenship and immigration services agency that is located on the alien's 
permanent resident card and may also be commonly referred to as the "USCIS 
number" or the "alien number." 
(R) "Active duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 
 
 

OKLAHOMA 
21 OK Stat § 21-1289.18 (2021) 

DEFINITIONS 
A. "Sawed-off shotgun" shall mean any firearm capable of discharging a series of 
projectiles of any material which may reasonably be expected to be able to cause 
lethal injury, with a barrel or barrels less than eighteen (18) inches in length, and 
using a combustible propellant charge, but does not include any weapon so designed 
with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches in length, provided it has an overall 
length of twenty-six (26) inches or more. 
B. "Sawed-off rifle" shall mean any rifle having a barrel or barrels of less than 
sixteen (16) inches in length or any weapon made from a rifle (whether by 
alteration, modification, or otherwise) if such a weapon as modified has an overall 
length of less than twenty-six (26) inches in length, including the stock portion. 
C. Every person who knowingly has in his possession or under his immediate 
control a sawed-off shotgun or a sawed-off rifle, whether concealed or not, shall 
upon conviction be guilty of a felony for the possession of such device, and shall be 
punishable by a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or 
imprisonment in the State Penitentiary for a period not to exceed two (2) years, or 
both such fine and imprisonment. 
D. This section shall not apply to any firearm that is lawfully possessed under 
federal law or that is otherwise not regulated as a "firearm" pursuant to the 
National Firearms Act. 
E. The term "firearm" as used in this section and in the Oklahoma Firearms Act of 
1971, shall not include an "antique firearm" as defined in 18 U.S.C., Section 921 
(2006). 
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OREGON 
OR Rev Stat § 166.272 (2021) 

 
(1) A person commits the crime of unlawful possession of a machine gun, short-
barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun or firearms silencer if the person knowingly 
possesses any machine gun, short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun or firearms 
silencer. 
(2) Unlawful possession of a machine gun, short-barreled rifle, short-barreled 
shotgun or firearms silencer is a Class B felony. 
(3) A peace officer may not arrest or charge a person for violating subsection (1) of 
this section if the person has in the person’s immediate possession documentation 
showing that the machine gun, short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun or 
firearms silencer is registered as required under federal law. 
(4) It is an affirmative defense to a charge of violating subsection (1) of this section 
that the machine gun, short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun or firearms 
silencer was registered as required under federal law. [1989 c.839 §13a; 1997 c.749 
§8; 1997 c.798 §1] 
 

PENNSYLVANIA 
18 PA Cons Stat § 908 (2021) 

§ 908. Prohibited offensive weapons. 
(a) Offense defined.--A person commits a misdemeanor of the first degree if, except 
as authorized by law, he makes repairs, sells, or otherwise deals in, uses, or 
possesses any offensive weapon. 
(b) Exceptions.-- 
(1) It is a defense under this section for the defendant to prove by a preponderance 
of evidence that he possessed or dealt with the weapon solely as a curio or in a 
dramatic performance, or that, with the exception of a bomb, grenade or incendiary 
device, he complied with the National Firearms Act (26 U.S.C. § 5801 et seq.), or 
that he possessed it briefly in consequence of having found it or taken it from an 
aggressor, or under circumstances similarly negativing any intent or likelihood that 
the weapon would be used unlawfully. 
(2) This section does not apply to police forensic firearms experts or police forensic 
firearms laboratories. Also exempt from this section are forensic firearms experts or 
forensic firearms laboratories operating in the ordinary course of business and 
engaged in lawful operation who notify in writing, on an annual basis, the chief or 
head of any police force or police department of a city, and, elsewhere, the sheriff of 
a county in which they are located, of the possession, type and use of offensive 
weapons. 
(3) This section shall not apply to any person who makes, repairs, sells or otherwise 
deals in, uses or possesses any firearm for purposes not prohibited by the laws of 
this Commonwealth. 
(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the following words and phrases shall have 
the meanings given to them in this subsection: 
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"Firearm." Any weapon which is designed to or may readily be converted to expel 
any projectile by the action of an explosive or the frame or receiver of any such 
weapon. 
"Offensive weapons." Any bomb, grenade, machine gun, sawed-off shotgun with a 
barrel less than 18 inches, firearm specially made or specially adapted for 
concealment or silent discharge, any blackjack, sandbag, metal knuckles, dagger, 
knife, razor or cutting instrument, the blade of which is exposed in an automatic 
way by switch, push-button, spring mechanism, or otherwise, any stun gun, stun 
baton, taser or other electronic or electric weapon or other implement for the 
infliction of serious bodily injury which serves no common lawful purpose. 
(d) Exemptions.--The use and possession of blackjacks by the following persons in 
the course of their duties are exempt from this section: 
(1) Police officers, as defined by and who meet the requirements of the act of June 
18, 1974 (P.L.359, No.120), referred to as the Municipal Police Education and 
Training Law. 
(2) Police officers of first class cities who have successfully completed training which 
is substantially equivalent to the program under the Municipal Police Education 
and Training Law. 
(3) Pennsylvania State Police officers. 
(4) Sheriffs and deputy sheriffs of the various counties who have satisfactorily met 
the requirements of the Municipal Police Education and Training Law. 
(5) Police officers employed by the Commonwealth who have satisfactorily met the 
requirements of the Municipal Police Education and Training Law. 
(6) Deputy sheriffs with adequate training as determined by the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delinquency. 
(7) Liquor Control Board agents who have satisfactorily met the requirements of the 
Municipal Police Education and Training Law. 
(Dec. 20, 1983, P.L.291, No.78, eff. imd.; July 6, 1984, P.L.647, No.134, eff. 90 days; 
July 11, 1985, P.L.235, No.58, eff. 60 days; Oct. 4, 1994, P.L.571, No.84, eff. 60 days; 
Nov. 6, 2002, P.L.1096, No.132, eff. 60 days) 
 

RHODE ISLAND 
RI Gen L § 11-47-8 (2021) 

§ 11-47-8. License or permit required for carrying pistol — Other weapons 
prohibited. 
(a) No person shall, without a license or permit issued as provided in §§ 11-47-11, 
11-47-12, and 11-47-18, carry a pistol or revolver in any vehicle or conveyance or on 
or about his or her person whether visible or concealed, except in his or her dwelling 
house or place of business or on land possessed by him or her or as provided in §§ 
11-47-9 and 11-47-10. The provisions of these sections shall not apply to any person 
who is the holder of a valid license or permit issued by the licensing authority of 
another state, or territory of the United States, or political subdivision of the state 
or territory, allowing him or her to carry a pistol or revolver in any vehicle or 
conveyance or on or about his or her person whether visible or concealed, provided 
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the person is merely transporting the firearm through the state in a vehicle or other 
conveyance without any intent on the part of the person to detain him or herself or 
remain within the state of Rhode Island. No person shall manufacture, sell, 
purchase, or possess a machine gun except as otherwise provided in this chapter. 
Every person violating the provision of this section shall, upon conviction, be 
punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than ten (10) years, or by 
a fine up to ten thousand dollars ($10,000), or both, and except for a first conviction 
under this section, shall not be afforded the provisions of suspension or deferment of 
sentence, nor a probation. 
(b) No person shall have in his or her possession or under his or her control any 
sawed-off shotgun or sawed-off rifle as defined in § 11-47-2. Any person convicted of 
violating this subsection shall be punished by imprisonment for up to ten (10) years, 
or by a fine of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000), or both. 
(c) No person shall have in his or her possession or under his or her control any 
firearm while the person delivers, possesses with intent to deliver, or manufactures 
a controlled substance. Any person convicted of violating this subsection shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not less than two (2) years nor more than twenty (20) 
years, and the sentence shall be consecutive to any sentence the person may receive 
for the delivery, possession with intent to deliver, or the manufacture of the 
controlled substance. It shall not be a defense to a violation of this subsection that a 
person has a license or permit to carry or possess a firearm. 
(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to possess a bump-fire device, binary trigger, 
trigger crank, or any other device that when attached to a semi-automatic weapon 
allows full-automatic fire. Individuals who possess these items shall have ninety 
(90) days from the enactment of this section to either sell, destroy, or otherwise 
remove these items from the state of Rhode Island. Every person violating the 
provisions of this section shall, upon conviction, be punished by imprisonment for 
not less than one nor more than ten (10) years, or by a fine up to ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000), or both, and, except for a first conviction under this section, shall 
not be afforded the provisions of suspension or deferment of sentence, nor a 
probation. 
(e) No person shall manufacture, sell, offer to sell, transfer, purchase, possess, or 
have under his or her control a ghost gun or an undetectable firearm or any firearm 
produced by a 3D printing process. Any person convicted of violating this subsection 
shall be punished by imprisonment of not more than ten (10) years, or by a fine up 
to ten thousand dollars ($10,000), or both and except for a first conviction under this 
section shall not be afforded the provisions of suspension or deferment of sentence, 
probation, nor fine. These provisions shall not apply to federally licensed 
manufacturers (FLN) pursuant to Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) 
regulations. 

RI Gen L § 11-47-8.1 (2021) 
§ 11-47-8.1. Modification of semi-automatic weapon. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person within this state to modify any semi-
automatic weapon such that it can shoot, is designed to shoot, or can be readily 
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restored to shoot full-automatic fire with a single pull or hold of the trigger. The 
possession of such a modified semi-automatic weapon shall be evidence of guilty 
knowledge by the person having possession that the semi-automatic weapon was 
modified. Every person violating the provisions of this subsection shall, upon 
conviction, be punished by imprisonment for not less than one year nor more than 
ten (10) years, or by a fine up to ten thousand dollars ($10,000), or both, and, except 
for a first conviction under this section, shall not be afforded the provisions of 
suspension or deferment of sentence, nor a probation. 
(b) This section shall not apply to the purchase of any such device by the Rhode 
Island state police, by any city or town police department of the state of Rhode 
Island, or by the department of environmental management for display as a part of 
a firearms training course under its auspices. 
(c) Weapons otherwise considered legal that are found modified by devices pursuant 
to this section shall be subject to forfeiture pursuant to § 11-47-22. 
(d) This section shall not be construed to prohibit use of a replacement trigger or 
trigger components designed and intended to decrease the weight of the trigger pull 
or to improve the quality and release of the trigger pull in a semi-automatic 
weapon. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
SC Code § 16-23-210 (2021) 

When used in this article: 
(a) "Machine gun" applies to and includes any weapon which shoots, is designed to 
shoot, or can be readily restored to shoot, automatically more than one shot, without 
manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger. The term shall also include 
the frame or receiver of any such weapon, any combination or parts designed and 
intended for use in converting a weapon into a machine gun, and any combination 
of parts from which a machine gun can be assembled if such parts are in the 
possession or under the control of a person. 
(b) "Sawed-off shotgun" means a shotgun having a barrel or barrels of less than 
eighteen inches in length or a weapon made from a shotgun which as modified has 
an overall length of less than twenty-six inches or a barrel or barrels of less than 
eighteen inches in length. 
(c) "Shotgun" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and 
intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or 
remade to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a 
smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each pull of the 
trigger. The term includes any such weapon which may be readily restored to fire a 
fixed shotgun shell but does not include an antique firearm as defined in this 
section. 
(d) "Sawed-off rifle" means a rifle having a barrel or barrels of less than sixteen 
inches in length or a weapon made from a rifle which as modified has an overall 
length of less than twenty-six inches or a barrel or barrels of less than sixteen 
inches in length. 
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(e) "Rifle" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended 
to be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use 
the energy of the explosive in a fixed cartridge to fire only a single projectile 
through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger. The term includes any such 
weapon which may be readily restored to fire a fixed cartridge but does not include 
an antique firearm as described in this section. 
(f) "Antique firearm" means any firearm not designed or redesigned for using rim 
fire or conventional center fire ignition with fixed ammunition and manufactured in 
or before 1898 (including any matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar type of 
ignition system or replica thereof, whether actually manufactured before or after 
the year 1898) and also any firearm using fixed ammunition manufactured in or 
before 1898, for which ammunition is no longer manufactured in the United States 
and is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial trade. 
(g) "Military firearm" means any military weapon, firearm, or destructive device, 
other than a machine gun, that is manufactured for military use by a firm licensed 
by the federal government pursuant to a contract with the federal government and 
does not include a pistol, rifle, or shotgun which fires only one shot for each pull of 
the trigger. 

SC Code § 16-23-230 (2021) 
It is unlawful for a person to store, keep, possess, or have in possession or permit 
another to store, keep, possess, or have in possession a machine gun or firearm 
commonly known as a machine gun, military firearm, sawed-off shotgun, or sawed-
off rifle, except as provided in Sections 16-23-250 and 23-31-330. 
A person who violates the provisions of this section, upon conviction, must be 
punished pursuant to Section 16-23-260. 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
SD Codified L § 22-1-2 (2021) 

22-1-2. Definitions. 
Terms used in this title mean: 
(8)"Controlled weapon" includes any firearm silencer, machine gun, or short 
shotgun, as those terms are defined in subdivisions (17), (23), and (46) of this 
section; 
(17)"Firearm silencer," any instrument, attachment, weapon or appliance for 
causing the firing of any gun, revolver, pistol, or other firearm to be silent, or 
intended to lessen or muffle the noise of the firing of any such weapon; 
(23)"Machine gun," any firearm, whatever its size and usual designation, that 
automatically discharges two or more cartridges by a single function of the firing 
device; 
(45)"Short rifle," any rifle having a barrel less than sixteen inches long, or an 
overall length of less than twenty-six inches; 
(46)"Short shotgun," any shotgun having a barrel less than eighteen inches long or 
an overall length of less than twenty-six inches; 

SD Codified L § 22-14-6 (2021) 
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22-14-6. Possession of controlled weapon--Felony--Exceptions. 
Any person who knowingly possesses a controlled weapon is guilty of a Class 6 
felony. However, the provisions of this section do not apply to any person who: 
(1)Is a law enforcement officer or member of the armed forces of the United States 
or South Dakota National Guard acting in the lawful discharge of duties; 
(2)Has a valid state or federal license issued pursuant to law for such weapon or has 
registered such weapon with the proper state or federal authority pursuant to law; 
(3)Possesses a controlled weapon briefly after having found it or taken it from an 
offender; or 
(4)Possesses a controlled weapon, except a machine gun or short shotgun, under 
circumstances which negate any purpose or likelihood that the weapon would be 
used unlawfully. 
 

TENNESSEE 
TN Code § 39-17-1302 (2021) 

a. A person commits an offense who intentionally or knowingly possesses, 
manufactures, transports, repairs or sells: 

 
 

1. An explosive or an explosive weapon; 
 
 

2. A device principally designed, made or adapted for delivering or 
shooting an explosive weapon; 
 
 

3. A machine gun; 
 
 

4. A short-barrel rifle or shotgun; 
 
 

5. Hoax device; 
 
 

6. Knuckles; or 
 
 

7. Any other implement for infliction of serious bodily injury or death 
that has no common lawful purpose. 

 
 

b. It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the person's conduct: 
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1. Was incident to the performance of official duty and pursuant to 
military regulations in the army, navy, air force, coast guard or marine 
service of the United States or the Tennessee national guard, or was 
incident to the performance of official duty in a governmental law 
enforcement agency or a penal institution; 
 
 

2. Was incident to engaging in a lawful commercial or business 
transaction with an organization identified in subdivision (b)(1); 
 
 

3. Was incident to using an explosive or an explosive weapon in a manner 
reasonably related to a lawful industrial or commercial enterprise; 
 
 

4. Was incident to using the weapon in a manner reasonably related to a 
lawful dramatic performance or scientific research; 
 
 

5. Was incident to displaying the weapon in a public museum or 
exhibition; or 
 
 

6. Was licensed by the state of Tennessee as a manufacturer, importer or 
dealer in weapons; provided, that the manufacture, import, purchase, 
possession, sale or disposition of weapons is authorized and incident to 
carrying on the business for which licensed and is for scientific or 
research purposes or sale or disposition to an organization designated 
in subdivision (b)(1). 

 
 

c. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that the person 
must prove by a preponderance of the evidence that: 

 
 

1. The person's conduct was relative to dealing with the weapon solely as 
a curio, ornament or keepsake, and if the weapon is a type described in 
subdivisions (a)(1)-(4), that it was in a nonfunctioning condition and 
could not readily be made operable; or 
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2. The possession was brief and occurred as a consequence of having 
found the weapon or taken it from an aggressor. 

 
 

d. It is an exception to the application of subsection (a) that the person 
acquiring or possessing a weapon described in subdivisions (a)(3) or (a)(4) is 
in full compliance with the requirements of the National Firearms Act (26 
U.S.C. §§  5841-5862). 
 
 

e. Subsection (a) shall not apply to the possession, manufacture, transportation, 
repair, or sale of an explosive if: 

 
 

1. The person in question is eighteen (18) years of age or older; and 
 
 

2. The possession, manufacture, transport, repair, or sale was incident to 
creating or using an exploding target for lawful sporting activity, as 
solely intended by the commercial manufacturer. 

 
 

f.  
1. An offense under subdivision (a)(1) is a Class B felony. 

 
 

2. An offense under subdivisions (a)(2)-(4) is a Class E felony. 
 
 

3. An offense under subdivision (a)(5) is a Class C felony. 
 
 

4. An offense under subdivisions (a)(6)-(7) is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
 

TEXAS 
TX Penal Code § 46.05 (2021) 

Sec. 46.05. PROHIBITED WEAPONS. 
(a) A person commits an offense if the person intentionally or knowingly possesses, 
manufactures, transports, repairs, or sells: 

(1) any of the following items, unless the item is registered in the National 
Firearms Registration and Transfer Record maintained by the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives or otherwise not subject to that registration 
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requirement or unless the item is classified as a curio or relic by the United States 
Department of Justice: 

(A) an explosive weapon; 
(B) a machine gun; or 
(C) a short-barrel firearm; 

(2) armor-piercing ammunition; 
(3) a chemical dispensing device; 
(4) a zip gun; 
(5) a tire deflation device; or 
(6) an improvised explosive device. 

(b) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the actor's conduct was 
incidental to the performance of official duty by the armed forces or national guard, 
a governmental law enforcement agency, or a correctional facility. 
(c) Repealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 69 , Sec. 2, eff. September 1, 2015. 
(d) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that the actor's 
conduct: 

(1) was incidental to dealing with a short-barrel firearm or tire deflation device 
solely as an antique or curio; 
(2) was incidental to dealing with armor-piercing ammunition solely for the 
purpose of making the ammunition available to an organization, agency, or 
institution listed in Subsection (b); or 
(3) was incidental to dealing with a tire deflation device solely for the purpose of 
making the device available to an organization, agency, or institution listed in 
Subsection (b). 

(e) Except as otherwise provided by this subsection, an offense under this section is 
a felony of the third degree. An offense under Subsection (a)(5) is a state jail felony. 
(f) It is a defense to prosecution under this section for the possession of a chemical 
dispensing device that the actor is a security officer and has received training on the 
use of the chemical dispensing device by a training program that is: 

(1) provided by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement; or 
(2) approved for the purposes described by this subsection by the Texas Private 
Security Board of the Department of Public Safety. 

(g) In Subsection (f), "security officer" means a commissioned security officer as 
defined by Section 1702.002, Occupations Code, or a noncommissioned security 
officer registered under Section 1702.221, Occupations Code. 
 

UTAH 
UT Code § 76-10-522 (2021) 

76-10-522. Alteration of number or mark on pistol or revolver. 
Any person who changes, alters, removes, or obliterates the name of the maker, the 
model, manufacturer's number, or other mark of identification, including any 
distinguishing number or mark assigned by the Department of Public Safety, on 
any pistol or revolver, without first having secured written permission from the 
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Department of Public Safety to make the change, alteration, or removal, is guilty of 
a class A misdemeanor. 
 
 

VERMONT 
13 V.S.A. § 4022 

§ 4022. Bump-fire stocks; possession prohibited (a) As used in this section, "bump-
fire stock" means a butt stock designed to be attached to a semiautomatic firearm 
and intended to increase the rate of fire achievable with the firearm to that of a 
fully automatic firearm by using the energy from the recoil of the firearm to 
generate a reciprocating action that facilitates the repeated activation of the trigger.
 (b) A person shall not possess a bump-fire stock. A person who violates this 
subsection shall be imprisoned not more than one year or fined not more than 
$1,000.00, or both. (c) The Department of Public Safety shall develop, promote, and 
execute a collection process that permits persons to voluntarily and anonymously 
relinquish bump-fire stocks prior to the effective date of this section. (Added 2017, 
No. 94 (Adj. Sess.), § 9, eff. Oct. 1, 2018.)  

13 V.S.A. § 4021 
 § 4021. Large capacity ammunition feeding devices (a) A person shall not 
manufacture, possess, transfer, offer for sale, purchase, or receive or import into 
this State a large capacity ammunition feeding device. As used in this subsection, 
"import" shall not include the transportation back into this State of a large capacity 
ammunition feeding device by the same person who transported the device out of 
State if the person possessed the device on or before the effective date of this 
section. (b) A person who violates this section shall be imprisoned for not more than 
one year or fined not more than $500.00, or both. (c)(1) The prohibition on 
possession of large capacity ammunition feeding devices established by subsection 
(a) of this section shall not apply to a large capacity ammunition feeding device 
lawfully possessed on or before the effective date of this section. (2) The prohibition 
on possession, transfer, sale, and purchase of large capacity ammunition feeding 
devices established by subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to a large 
capacity ammunition feeding device lawfully possessed by a licensed dealer as 
defined in subdivision 4019(a)(4) of this title prior to April 11, 2018 and transferred 
by the dealer on or before October 1, 2018. (d)(1) This section shall not apply to any 
large capacity ammunition feeding device: (A) manufactured for, transferred to, or 
possessed by the United States or a department or agency of the United States, or 
by any state or by a department, agency, or political subdivision of a state; (B) 
transferred to or possessed by a federal law enforcement officer or a law 
enforcement officer certified as a law enforcement officer by the Vermont Criminal 
Justice Council pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 2358, for legitimate law enforcement 
purposes, whether the officer is on or off duty; (C) transferred to a licensee under 
Title I of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 for purposes of establishing and 
maintaining an on-site physical protection system and security organization 
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required by federal law, or possessed by an employee or contractor of such a licensee 
on-site for these purposes, or off-site for purposes of licensee-authorized training or 
transportation of nuclear materials; (D) possessed by an individual who is retired 
from service with a law enforcement agency after having been transferred to the 
individual by the agency upon his or her retirement, provided that the individual is 
not otherwise prohibited from receiving ammunition; (E) manufactured, imported, 
transferred, or possessed by a manufacturer or importer licensed under 18 U.S.C. 
chapter 44: (i) for the purposes of testing or experimentation authorized by the U.S. 
Attorney General, or for product development; (ii) for repair and return to the 
person from whom it was received; or (iii) for transfer in foreign or domestic 
commerce for delivery and possession outside the State of Vermont; or (F) 
[Repealed.] (2) This section shall not apply to a licensed dealer as defined in 
subdivision 4019(a)(4) of this title for the sole purpose of transferring or selling a 
large capacity ammunition feeding device to a person to whom this section does not 
apply under subdivision (1) of this subsection (d). (e)(1) As used in this section, 
"large capacity ammunition feeding device" means a magazine, belt, drum, feed 
strip, or similar device that has a capacity of, or that can be readily restored or 
converted to accept: (A) more than 10 rounds of ammunition for a long gun; or (B) 
more than 15 rounds of ammunition for a hand gun. (2) The term "large capacity 
ammunition feeding device" shall not include: (A) an attached tubular device 
designed to accept, and capable of operating only with, .22 caliber rimfire 
ammunition; (B) a large capacity ammunition feeding device that is manufactured 
or sold solely for use by a lever action or bolt action long gun or by an antique 
firearm as defined in subdivisions 4017(d)(2)(A) and (B) of this title; or (C) a large 
capacity ammunition feeding device that is manufactured or sold solely for use with 
a firearm that is determined to be a curio or relic by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives. As used in this subdivision, "curio or relic" means a 
firearm that is of special interest to collectors by reason of some quality other than 
its association with firearms intended for sporting use or as offensive or defensive 
weapons. (Added 2017, No. 94 (Adj. Sess.), § 8, eff. April 11, 2018; amended 2017, 
No. 94 (Adj. Sess.), § 11, eff. July 1, 2019.)  
 

VIRGINIA 
VA Code § 18.2-308.5:1 (2021) 

A. As used in this section, "trigger activator" means a device designed to allow a 
semi-automatic firearm to shoot more than one shot with a single pull of the trigger 
by harnessing the recoil energy of any semi-automatic firearm to which it is affixed 
so that the trigger resets and continues firing without additional physical 
manipulation of the trigger by the shooter. 
B. It is unlawful for any person to manufacture, import, sell, offer for sale, possess, 
transfer, or transport a trigger activator in the Commonwealth. 
C. A violation of this section is punishable as a Class 6 felony. 
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D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a person from 
manufacturing, importing, selling, offering for sale, possessing, receiving, 
transferring, or transporting any item for which such person is in compliance with 
the National Firearms Act (26 U.S.C. § 5801 et seq.). 
2020, c. 527. 
 

VA Code § 18.2-308.5 (2021) 
It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, import, sell, transfer or possess 
any plastic firearm. As used in this section, "plastic firearm" means any firearm, 
including machine guns and sawed-off shotguns as defined in this chapter, 
containing less than 3.7 ounces of electromagnetically detectable metal in the 
barrel, slide, cylinder, frame or receiver of which, when subjected to inspection by X-
ray machines commonly used at airports, does not generate an image that 
accurately depicts its shape. A violation of this section shall be punishable as a 
Class 5 felony. 

VA Code § 18.2-308.8 (2021) 
It shall be unlawful for any person to import, sell, possess or transfer the following 
firearms: the Striker 12, commonly called a "streetsweeper," or any semi-automatic 
folding stock shotgun of like kind with a spring tension drum magazine capable of 
holding twelve shotgun shells. A violation of this section shall be punishable as a 
Class 6 felony. 
 

WASHINGTON 
WA Rev Code § 9.41.190 (2021) 

RCW 9.41.190 Unlawful firearms—Exceptions. 
(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, it is unlawful for any person to: 
(a) Manufacture, own, buy, sell, loan, furnish, transport, or have in possession or 
under control, any machine gun, bump-fire stock, undetectable firearm, short-
barreled shotgun, or short-barreled rifle; 
(b) Manufacture, own, buy, sell, loan, furnish, transport, or have in possession or 
under control, any part designed and intended solely and exclusively for use in a 
machine gun, bump-fire stock, undetectable firearm, short-barreled shotgun, or 
short-barreled rifle, or in converting a weapon into a machine gun, short-barreled 
shotgun, or short-barreled rifle; 
(c) Assemble or repair any machine gun, bump-fire stock, undetectable firearm, 
short-barreled shotgun, or short-barreled rifle; or 
(d) Manufacture an untraceable firearm with the intent to sell the untraceable 
firearm. 
(2) It is not unlawful for a person to manufacture, own, buy, sell, loan, furnish, 
transport, assemble, or repair, or have in possession or under control, a short-
barreled rifle, or any part designed or intended solely and exclusively for use in a 
short-barreled rifle or in converting a weapon into a short-barreled rifle, if the 
person is in compliance with applicable federal law. 
(3) Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to: 
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(a) Any peace officer in the discharge of official duty or traveling to or from official 
duty, or to any officer or member of the armed forces of the United States or the 
state of Washington in the discharge of official duty or traveling to or from official 
duty; or 
(b) A person, including an employee of such person if the employee has undergone 
fingerprinting and a background check, who or which is exempt from or licensed 
under federal law, and engaged in the production, manufacture, repair, or testing of 
machine guns, bump-fire stocks, short-barreled shotguns, or short-barreled rifles: 
(i) To be used or purchased by the armed forces of the United States; 
(ii) To be used or purchased by federal, state, county, or municipal law enforcement 
agencies; or 
(iii) For exportation in compliance with all applicable federal laws and regulations. 
(4) It shall be an affirmative defense to a prosecution brought under this section 
that the machine gun or short-barreled shotgun was acquired prior to July 1, 1994, 
and is possessed in compliance with federal law. 
(5) Any person violating this section is guilty of a class C felony. 

WA Rev Code § 9.41.220 (2021) 
RCW 9.41.220 Unlawful firearms and parts contraband. 
All machine guns, bump-fire stocks, undetectable firearms, short-barreled shotguns, 
or short-barreled rifles, or any part designed and intended solely and exclusively for 
use in a machine gun, short-barreled shotgun, or short-barreled rifle, or in 
converting a weapon into a machine gun, short-barreled shotgun, or short-barreled 
rifle, illegally held or illegally possessed are hereby declared to be contraband, and 
it shall be the duty of all peace officers, and/or any officer or member of the armed 
forces of the United States or the state of Washington, to seize said machine gun, 
bump-fire stock, undetectable firearm, short-barreled shotgun, or short-barreled 
rifle, or parts thereof, wherever and whenever found. 
 

WEST VIRGINIA 
WV Code § 61-7-9 (2021) 

It shall be unlawful for any person to carry, transport, or have in his possession, 
any machine gun, submachine gun, or any other fully automatic weapon unless he 
or she has fully complied with applicable federal statutes and all applicable rules 
and regulations of the secretary of the treasury of the United States relating to such 
firearms. 
Any person who violates the provision of this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than $1,000 nor 
more than $5,000, or shall be confined in the county jail for not less than ninety 
days, or more than one year, or both. 
 

WISCONSIN 
WI Stat § 941.26 (2021) 

941.26 Machine guns and other weapons; use in certain cases; penalty. 
(1c) In this section: 
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(a) “CS gel” means nonatomizing, gel-form chlorobenzalmalononitrile. 
(b) “Machine gun" has the meaning given in s. 941.25 (1). 

(1g) 
(a) No person may sell, possess, use or transport any machine gun or other full 
automatic firearm. 
(b) Except as provided in sub. (4), no person may sell, possess, use or transport 
any tear gas bomb, hand grenade, projectile or shell or any other container of any 
kind or character into which tear gas or any similar substance is used or placed 
for use to cause bodily discomfort, panic, or damage to property. 

(1m) No person may take a firearm that is not designed to shoot more than one 
shot, without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger and modify the 
firearm so that it does shoot more than one shot, without manual reloading, by a 
single function of the trigger. 
(2) 

(a) Any person violating sub. (1g) (a) is guilty of a Class H felony. 
(b) Any person violating sub. (1m) is guilty of a Class F felony. 
(c) Except as provided in par. (d), any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding 
the possession, noncommercial transportation or use of the bomb, grenade, 
projectile, shell, or container under sub. (1g) (b) is guilty of a Class A 
misdemeanor. 
(d) Any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the possession, 
noncommercial transportation or use of the bomb, grenade, projectile, shell, or 
container under sub. (1g) (b) in self-defense or defense of another, as allowed 
under s. 939.48, is subject to a Class D forfeiture. 
(e) Any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the sale or commercial 
transportation of the bomb, grenade, projectile, shell, or container under sub. (1g) 
(b) is guilty of a Class H felony. 
(f) Any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the use of the bomb, grenade, 
projectile, shell or container under sub. (1g) (b) to cause bodily harm or bodily 
discomfort to a person who the actor knows, or has reason to know, is a peace 
officer who is acting in an official capacity is guilty of a Class H felony. 
(g) Any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the use of the bomb, grenade, 
projectile, shell or container under sub. (1g) (b) during his or her commission of 
another crime to cause bodily harm or bodily discomfort to another or who 
threatens to use the bomb, grenade, projectile, shell, or container during his or 
her commission of another crime to incapacitate another person is guilty of a 
Class H felony. 

(3) This section does not apply to the sale, possession, modification, use or 
transportation of any weapons or containers under sub. (1g) or (1m) to or by any 
armed forces or national guard personnel in the line of duty, any civil enforcement 
officer of the state or of any city or county. This section does not apply to the sale, 
possession, modification, use, or transportation of weapons under sub. (1g) (a) or 
(1m) to or by any person duly authorized by the chief of police of any city or the 
sheriff of any county. This section does not apply to the restoration of any weapon 
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under sub. (1g) (a) or (1m) by a person having a license to collect firearms as curios 
or relics issued by the U.S. department of the treasury. The restriction on 
transportation contained in this section does not apply to common carriers. 
(4) 

(a) Subsections (1g) to (3) do not apply to any device or container that contains a 
combination of oleoresin of capsicum or CS gel and inert ingredients but does not 
contain any other gas or substance that will cause bodily discomfort. 
(b) Whoever intentionally uses a device or container described under par. (a) to 
cause bodily harm or bodily discomfort to another is guilty of a Class A 
misdemeanor. 
(c) Paragraph (b) does not apply to any of the following: 
1. Any person acting in self-defense or defense of another, as allowed under s. 
939.48. 
2. Any peace officer acting in his or her official capacity. Notwithstanding s. 
939.22 (22), for purposes of this subdivision, peace officer does not include a 
commission warden who is not a state-certified commission warden. 
3. Any armed forces or national guard personnel acting in the line of duty. 

(d) Whoever intentionally uses a device or container described under par. (a) to 
cause bodily harm or bodily discomfort to a person who the actor knows, or has 
reason to know, is a peace officer who is acting in an official capacity is guilty of a 
Class H felony. 
(e) Whoever uses a device or container described under par. (a) during his or her 
commission of another crime to cause bodily harm or bodily discomfort to another 
or who threatens to use the device or container during his or her commission of 
another crime to incapacitate another person is guilty of a Class H felony. 
(g) 
1. Any person who sells or distributes a device or container described under par. 
(a) to a person who has not attained 18 years of age is subject to a Class C 
forfeiture. 
1m. Subdivision 1. does not apply to an actor who is a parent, guardian, or legal 
custodian of a person who has not attained 18 years of age if the actor gives the 
person the device or container. 
2. A person who proves all of the following by a preponderance of the evidence 
has a defense to prosecution under subd. 1.: 
a. That the purchaser or distributee falsely represented that he or she had 
attained the age of 18 and presented an identification card. 
b. That the appearance of the purchaser or distributee was such that an 
ordinary and prudent person would believe that the purchaser or distributee 
had attained the age of 18. 
c. That the sale was made in good faith, in reasonable reliance on the 
identification card and appearance of the purchaser or distributee and in the 
belief that the purchaser or distributee had attained the age of 18. 

(j) Whoever intentionally sells a device or container described under par. (a) 
without providing the purchaser with a proper label on the device or container 
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and written safety instructions for using the device or container is guilty of a 
Class A misdemeanor. 
(k) 
1. Except as provided in subd. 2., any person who has not attained the age of 18 
years and who possesses a device or container described under par. (a) is subject 
to a Class E forfeiture. 
2. Subdivision 1. does not apply if the person's parent, guardian, or legal 
custodian purchased the device or container for him or her or gave the device or 
container to him or her. 

(L) Any person who has been convicted of a felony in this state or has been 
convicted of a crime elsewhere that would be a felony if committed in this state 
who possesses a device or container described under par. (a) is subject to a Class 
A misdemeanor. This paragraph does not apply if the person has received a 
pardon for the felony or crime. 
(m) The department of justice may not promulgate or enforce any rule that 
regulates a device or container described under par. (a). 

(5) This section does not prohibit or interfere with the manufacture for, and sale of, 
machine guns to the military forces or the peace officers of the United States or of 
any political subdivision thereof, or the transportation required for that purpose; 
the possession of a machine gun for scientific purpose, or the possession of a 
machine gun not usable as a weapon and possessed as a curiosity, ornament, or 
keepsake; or the possession of a machine gun other than one adapted to use pistol 
cartridges for a purpose manifestly not aggressive or offensive. 

WI Stat § 941.28 (2021) 
941.28 Possession of short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle. 
(1) In this section: 

(a) “Rifle" means a firearm designed or redesigned, made or remade, and 
intended to be fired from the shoulder or hip and designed or redesigned and 
made or remade to use the energy of a propellant in a metallic cartridge to fire 
through a rifled barrel a single projectile for each pull of the trigger. 
(b) “Short-barreled rifle" means a rifle having one or more barrels having a 
length of less than 16 inches measured from closed breech or bolt face to muzzle 
or a rifle having an overall length of less than 26 inches. 
(c) “Short-barreled shotgun" means a shotgun having one or more barrels having 
a length of less than 18 inches measured from closed breech or bolt face to muzzle 
or a shotgun having an overall length of less than 26 inches. 
(d) “Shotgun" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and 
intended to be fired from the shoulder or hip and designed or redesigned and 
made or remade to use the energy of a propellant in a fixed shotgun shell to fire 
through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each 
single pull of the trigger. 

(2) No person may sell or offer to sell, transport, purchase, possess or go armed with 
a short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle. 
(3) Any person violating this section is guilty of a Class H felony. 
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(4) This section does not apply to the sale, purchase, possession, use or 
transportation of a short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle to or by any armed 
forces or national guard personnel in line of duty, any peace officer of the United 
States or of any political subdivision of the United States or any person who has 
complied with the licensing and registration requirements under 26 USC 5801 to 
5872. This section does not apply to the manufacture of short-barreled shotguns or 
short-barreled rifles for any person or group authorized to possess these weapons. 
The restriction on transportation contained in this section does not apply to 
common carriers. This section shall not apply to any firearm that may be lawfully 
possessed under federal law, or any firearm that could have been lawfully 
registered at the time of the enactment of the national firearms act of 1968. 
(5) Any firearm seized under this section is subject to s. 968.20 (3) and is presumed 
to be contraband. 
 

WYOMING 
WY Stat § 6-8-403 (2021) 

6-8-403. Definitions. 
(a) As used in this act: 
(i) "Ammunition" means any projectile expelled by action of an explosive from a 
firearm but shall not include any projectile designed to pierce armor; 
(ii) "Borders of Wyoming" means the boundaries of Wyoming as described in Section 
2 of the Act of Admission of the state of Wyoming, 26 United States Statutes at 
Large, 222, chapter 664; 
(iii) "Firearm" means any weapon which will or is designed to expel a projectile by 
the action of an explosive. "Firearm" shall not include any fully automatic weapon 
or any weapon designed to fire a rocket propelled grenade or any explosive 
projectile; 
(iv) "Firearms accessories" means items that are used in conjunction with or 
mounted upon a firearm but are not essential to the basic function of a firearm, 
including, but not limited to, telescopic or laser sights, magazines, folding or 
aftermarket stocks and grips, speedloaders, ammunition carriers, optics for target 
identification and lights for target illumination; 
(v) "Generic and insignificant parts" includes, but is not limited to, springs, screws, 
nuts and pins; 
(vi) "Manufactured" means that a firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition has 
been created from basic materials for functional usefulness, including, but not 
limited to forging, casting, machining, molding or other processes for working 
materials; 
(vii) "This act" means W.S. 6-8-401 through 6-8-406; 
(viii) "Antique firearm" means: 
(A) Any muzzleloading firearm with a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or 
similar type of ignition system manufactured in or before 1898; 
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(B) Any replica of any firearm described in subparagraph (A) if such replica is not 
designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed 
ammunition; or 
(C) Any muzzleloading rifle, muzzleloading shotgun or muzzleloading pistol, which 
is designed to use black powder, or a black powder substitute, and which cannot use 
fixed ammunition. For purposes of this paragraph, the term "antique firearm" shall 
not include any weapon that incorporates a firearm frame or receiver, any firearm 
that is converted into a muzzleloading weapon or any muzzleloading weapon that 
can be readily converted to fire fixed ammunition by replacing the barrel, bolt, 
breechblock, or any combination thereof. 

WY Stat § 6-8-404 (2021) 
6-8-404. Regulation by state of firearms, firearms accessories, ammunition and 
antique firearms manufactured in Wyoming; exceptions. 
(a) A personal firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition that is manufactured 
commercially or privately in Wyoming and that remains exclusively within the 
borders of Wyoming is not subject to federal law, federal taxation or federal 
regulation, including registration, under the authority of the United States congress 
to regulate interstate commerce. It is declared by the Wyoming legislature that 
those items have not traveled in interstate commerce. This section applies to a 
firearm, a firearm accessory or ammunition that is manufactured in Wyoming from 
basic materials and that can be manufactured without the inclusion of any 
significant parts imported from another state or foreign country. Generic and 
insignificant parts that have other manufacturing or consumer product applications 
are not firearms, firearms accessories or ammunition, and their importation into 
Wyoming and incorporation into a firearm, firearm accessory or ammunition 
manufactured in Wyoming does not subject the firearm, firearm accessory or 
ammunition to federal regulation. It is declared by the Wyoming legislature that 
basic industrial materials, such as, but not limited to, polymers, unmachined metal, 
ferrous or nonferrous, bar stock, ingots or forgings and unshaped wood, are not 
firearms, firearms accessories or ammunition and are not subject to congressional 
authority to regulate firearms, firearms accessories and ammunition under 
interstate commerce as if they were actually firearms, firearms accessories or 
ammunition. The authority of the United States congress to regulate interstate 
commerce in basic materials does not include authority to regulate firearms, 
firearm accessories and ammunition made within Wyoming borders from those 
materials. Firearms accessories that are imported into Wyoming from another state 
and that are subject to federal regulation as being in interstate commerce do not 
subject a firearm to federal regulation under interstate commerce because the 
firearm accessory is attached to or used in conjunction with a firearm in Wyoming. 
(b) A firearm manufactured or sold in Wyoming under this act shall have the words, 
"made in Wyoming" clearly stamped, inscribed or otherwise marked on a central 
part of the firearm, such as the receiver or frame. 
(c) To possess a firearm covered by this section a person shall: 
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(i) Not have been convicted of any felony in any state, territory or other jurisdiction 
of the United States. This paragraph shall not apply to antique firearms; 
(ii) Not currently be adjudicated to be legally incompetent; and 
(iii) Not have been committed to a mental institution. 
(d) To purchase a firearm covered by this section a person shall: 
(i) Be at least: 
(A) Twenty-one (21) years of age if the firearm is a handgun; 
(B) Eighteen (18) years of age if the firearm is a shotgun or rifle. 
(ii) Not have been convicted of any felony in any state, territory or other jurisdiction 
of the United States. This paragraph shall not apply to antique firearms; 
(iii) Not currently be adjudicated to be legally incompetent; and 
(iv) Not have been committed to a mental institution. 


