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QUESTION PRESENTED:

Evan Miller was sentenced to a mandatory sentence of life imprisonment without 
parole for a homicide offense committed when he was only fourteen years old.  Evan is one of 
only seventy-three fourteen-year-olds nationwide who are serving such sentences.  The 
questions presented are: 

1.         Does imposition of a life-without-parole sentence on a fourteen-year-old child 
convicted of homicide violate the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments' prohibition against 
cruel and unusual punishments, when the extreme rarity of such sentences in practice reflects 
a national consensus regarding the reduced criminal culpability of young children? 

2.         Does imposition of mandatory sentence of life imprisonment without parole on a 
fourteen-year-old child convicted of homicide - a sentence imposed pursuant to a statutory 
scheme that categorically precludes consideration of the offender's young age or any other 
mitigating circumstances - violate the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments' prohibition on 
cruel and unusual punishments? 
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