
NO. ____________________ 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITES STATES 
_________________________________________________ 

 
JACQUEL O’NEAL 

 
vs. 

 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICATION FOR AN EXTENSION OF TIME 
TO FILE A PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI 
_______________________________________________ 

 
 
 To the Honorable Samuel A. Alito, Jr., Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 

of the United States and Circuit Justice for the Fifth Circuit: 

1. Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 13.5, Petitioner Jacquel O’Neal respectfully 

requests a 30-day extension of time, until August 21, 2025, within which to file a 

petition for writ of certiorari. The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals denied 

Petitioner’s application for writ of habeas corpus on April 23, 2025, without written 

order, based on the findings of the trial court. The order denying relief is attached, 

along with the trial court’s findings of fact and conclusions of law. This Court has 

jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1257. 

2. Absent an extension, a petition for writ of certiorari would be due on July 22, 

2025. See U.S.S.Ct.R 13.1. This application is being filed more than 10 days in 

advance of that date, and no prior application has been made in this case. The 



requested extension is necessary because undersigned counsel has not yet received 

Petitioner’s signed in forma pauperis oath. Counsel mailed the oath to Petitioner 

over two weeks ago, but due to delays in the mailing system at the Texas Department 

of Criminal Justice, counsel has not yet received Petitioner’s return mail as of this 

date. 

3. This case raises a critical question concerning the Sixth Amendment’s 

guarantee of effective assistance of counsel. After accidentally injuring a baby’s 

vagina with his long fingernails during a diaper change, Petitioner (just 18-years-old 

at the time of the offense) was convicted of Super Aggravated Sexual Assault of a 

Child even though there was never a suggestion that the conduct at issue was sexual 

in nature. Even the jury found that the injury was accidental, as it found Petitioner 

guilty of the lesser-included offense of negligent Injury to a Child when he was 

charged with the much higher felony of intentionally causing the injury. However, 

due to Trial Counsel’s ineffective assistance with respect to failing to request a 

defensive jury instruction, the jury had no choice but to find Petitioner guilty of 

Super Aggravated Sexual Assault despite there being an exception in the Texas 

Penal Code for reasonable medical care of a child. See TEX. P. CODE §§ 22.021(d) 

& 22.011(d). Because Petitioner was found guilty of Super Aggravated Sexual 

Assault, the law prescribed a minimum term of 25 years confinement without the 

possibility of parole. See TEX. P. CODE §22.021(f)(1). The highest Texas court ruled 



that Trial Counsel’s failure to request a vital jury instruction was not deficient, and 

the petition for writ of certiorari will presents an important legal question that, if 

answered in the affirmative, would redress this injustice. 

4. Although a draft of the Petition is nearly completed, Petitioner cannot file it 

until his motion to proceed in forma pauperis is ready, and this motion requires 

Petitioner’s signed oath of indigency. Undersigned counsel is rendering free, pro 

bono services on the petition for writ of certioriari. 

5. Wherefore, Petitioner respectfully requests that an order be entered extending 

the time to file a petition for writ of certiorari to Thursday, August 22, 2025. 

Dated: July 10, 2025 

Respectfully submitted, 
    

 /s/ Christopher M. Perri___ 
Christopher M. Perri 
1304 Nueces St. 
Austin, Texas 78701 
Phone: (512) 269-0260 
Fax: (512) 675-6186 
chris@chrisperrilaw.com 
State Bar No. 24047769  
COUNSEL FOR PETITIONER  
JACQUEL O’NEAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals’ Order Denying Relief 
 

and 
 

Trial Court’s Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 



OFFICIAL NOTICE FROM COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS OF TEXAS
P.O. BOX 12308, CAPITOL STATION, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

4/23/2025
O'NEAL, JACQUEL    Tr. Ct. No. DC-23-21463A WR-95,364-01
This is to advise that the Court has denied without written order the application for 
writ of habeas corpus on the findings of the trial court and on the Court’s 
independent review of the record. JUDGE PARKER DID NOT PARTICIPATE

Deana Williamson, Clerk

CHRISTOPHER M. PERRI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1304 NUECES STREET
AUSTIN, TX  78701
* DELIVERED VIA E-MAIL *

FILE COPY



91



92



93



94



95



96



97



98



99



100



101



102



103



104



105



106



107



108



109



110



111



112



113



114



115



116



117



118



119



120


