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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT

Everett McKinley Dirksen
United States Courthouse
Room 2722 - 219 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Office of the Clerk
Phone: (312) 435-5850
www.ca7.uscourts.gov

March 28, 2025
Before
FRANK H. EASTERBROOK, Circuit Judge

CANDACE JACKSON-AKIWUMI, Circuit Judge

JOSHUA P. KOLAR, Circuit Judge

[UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff - Appellee

No. 25-1138 v.
MICHAEL OLIVER,
Defendant - Appellant

Originating Case Information:

District Court No: 3:24-cr-30108-DWD-1
Southern District of Illinois

District Judge David W. Dugan

On consideration of the papers filed in this appeal and review of the short record,
IT IS ORDERED that this appeal is DISMISSED because it is frivolous.

In this case, appellant seeks to appeal the denial of his motion for a declaratory
judgment seeking to dismiss an indictment on a sovereign immunity theory under the
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act. Denials of requests to dismiss indictments are not
typically appealable before entry of final judgment, see United States v. Schock, 891 F.3d
334, 338 (7th Cir. 2018), but to the extent denial of immunity in a criminal case is a
collateral order, appellant’s assertion of immunity is frivolous. See United States v.
Benabe, 654 F.3d 753, 767 (7th Cir. 2011) (“We have repeatedly rejected ... theories of
individual sovereignty, immunity from prosecution, and their ilk.”); see also Turkiye Halk
Bankasi A.S. v. United States, 598 U.S. 264, 272 (2023) (holding Foreign Sovereign
Immunities Act does not provide immunity in criminal proceedings). A frivolous
assertion of immunity does not invoke this court’s appellate jurisdiction even if it might
otherwise be available. See Apostol v. Gallion, 870 F.2d 1335, 1339 (7th Cir. 1989).
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MIME-Version:1.0

From:ilsd_nef@ilsd.uscourts.gov

To:1lsd_nef@localhost.localdomain

Bec:

--Case Participants: Kim C. Freter (ilssd_ecf@fd.org, kim_freter@fd.org), Jennifer D.L. Hudson
(carmalee.kortefusdoj.gov, carolyn.pantoja@usdoj.gov, caseview.ecfQusdoj.gov,
jennifer.hudson2Qusdoj.gov, monica.schuyler@Rusdoj.gov, pamela.winters2@usdoj.gov,
samira.topcagicQusdoj.qgov), David D. Dean (caseview.ecf@Qusdoj.gov, david.dean@usdoj.gov,
monica.schuyler@usdoj.gov, pamela.winters2@usdoj.gov)

--Non Case Participants: jlrr (jessica_ robertson@ilsd.uscourts.gov), U.S. Probation Office
(cmecf_ilsp@ilsp.uscourts.gov)

--No Notice Sent:

Message-1d:<5808779@ilsd.uscourts.gov>
Subject:Activity in Case 3:24-cr-30108-DWD USA v. Oliver Order on Motion for Miscellaneous
Relief

Content-Type: text/html

This is an automatic e-mail message generated by the CM/ECF system. Please DO NOT RESPOND to this e-
mail because the mail box is unattended.

***NOTE TO PUBLIC ACCESS USERS*** Judicial Conference of the United States policy permits
attorneys of record and parties in a case (including pro se litigants) to receive one free electronic copy of all
documents filed electronically, if receipt is required by law or directed by the filer. PACER access fees apply
to all other users. To avoid later charges, download a copy of each document during this first viewing.
However, if the referenced document is a transcript, the free copy and 30 page limit do not apply.

U.S. District Court
Southern District of Illinois

Notice of Electronic Filing

The following transaction was entered on 1/14/2025 at 4:19 PM CST and filed on 1/14/2025
Case Name: USA v. Oliver

Case Number: 3:24-¢r-30108-DWD

Filer:

Document Number: 97(No document attached)

Docket Text:

ORDER DENYING [96] Motion for Declaratory Judgment by Michael Oliver: Defendant,
proceeding pro se, has filed a Motion for Declaratory Judgment in which he seeks dismissal of
the indictment and indicates that the Court lacks jurisdiction over him. Defendant raises various
arguments including but not limited to the following: Defendant's rights under the Foreign
Sovereign Inmunities Act and the act of the state doctrine; Defendant possessing not only
foreign, but sovereign state status; Defendant's status as a corporation; Defendant's status as an
Indian and Indigenous American with ancestors and bloodline tracing back to Abraham;
Defendant's authority to exercise the sovereign powers as the head of the Hebrew Nation-State;
and Defendant's status as a foreign government. To the extent that Defendant seeks to dismiss
the indictment, the motion is untimely. See Fed. R. Crim. P. 12(b)(3). Further, Defendant's
arguments, which appear to be grounded in (or closely related to) the so-called sovereign citizen
movement (See El v. AmeriCredit Financial Services, Inc., 710 F.3d 748, 750 (7th Cir. 2013), for a
description of the beliefs of so-called sovereign citizens), are unsupported under law and
frivolous. See United States v. Bjorkman, 270 F.3d 482, 490 (7th Cir. 2001) ("[D]istrict judges
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of federal criminal law."); United States v. Benabe, 654 F.3d 753, 757 (7th Cir. 2011) (noting that
such claims have repeatedly been rejected by the Seventh Circuit). Accordingly, the Motion is
DENIED. Signed by Judge David W. Dugan on 1/14/2025. (dsw)THIS TEXT ENTRY IS AN ORDER
OF THE COURT. NO FURTHER DOCUMENTATION WILL BE MAILED. _

3:24-cr-30108-DWD-1 Notice has been electronically mailed to:

David D. Dean  david.dean@usdoj.gov, CaseView.ECF@usdoj.gov, pamela.winters2@usdoj.gov =~ -

Jennifer D.L. Hudson Jennifer.Hudson2@usdoj.gov, Carmalee.Korte@usdoj.gov, carolyn.pantoja@usdoj.gov,
CaseView.ECF@usdoj.gov, monica.schuyler@usdoj.gov, samira.topcagic@usdoj.gov '

Kim C. Freter kim_freter@fd.org, ilssd_ecf@fd.org

3:24-cr-30108-DWD-1 Parties and Attorneys without registered email addresses requiring notice by other
means: L

Michael Oliver

MONROE COUNTY JAIL
Inmate Mail/Parcels

225 E 3rd St.

Waterloo, IL 62298
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