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No. ____________________ 
 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
 

October Term, 2024 
 
 

ROYHEM DEEDS, 
 

Petitioner, 
 

v. 
 

KEVIN SPRAYBERRY, WARDEN, 
 

Respondent. 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 
TO FILE PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI 

TO THE SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA 
 
 

TO THE HONORABLE CLARENCE THOMAS, Associate Justice of the Supreme 

Court of the United States, and Circuit Justice for the Eleventh Circuit:  

Petitioner Royhem Deeds, by and through undersigned counsel and pursuant 

to Supreme Court Rule 13, respectfully requests an extension of time of thirty (30) 

days to file his Petition for Writ of Certiorari in this Court, up to and including 

Wednesday, February 19, 2025.  In his Petition, Mr. Deeds will seek review of the 

October 22, 2024, order of the Supreme Court of Georgia affirming the denial of his 

state habeas corpus petition. 

Mr. Deeds invokes the jurisdiction of this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1257(a).  His time to file a Petition for Writ of Certiorari in this Court elapses on 
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January 20, 2025.  He therefore makes this request more than ten (10) days before 

the date his petition would be due without an extension of time.  In support of this 

request, Mr. Deeds shows the following as good cause:  

 Mr. Deeds entered an Alford plea to aggravated assault in Telfair County, 

Georgia, in 2016.  He later filed a timely state habeas petition alleging that his 

conviction and sentence were unconstitutional.  The Superior Court of Telfair 

County denied relief, see Attachment A, and the Supreme Court of Georgia 

affirmed, see Attachment B. 

 Undersigned counsel requests this extension of time because of professional 

obligations in this and other cases.  In the coming weeks, counsel has post-

conviction hearings in two Georgia cases in which children were sentenced to life 

without parole, a sentencing hearing in another case, and a post-conviction hearing 

in an Alabama capital case, among other deadlines.  In addition, a Petition for Writ 

of Certiorari is essential in this case because Mr. Deeds separately is facing a 

pending death penalty trial at which the State is seeking to use the instant 

conviction in aggravation, so the issues he will raise in his petition implicate 

important issues of federal constitutional law in this case and in his pending capital 

case.  With an extension of thirty (30) days, undersigned counsel will be able to 

present the relevant issues to this Court.  

 WHEREFORE, Mr. Deeds respectfully requests that this Court grant him a 

thirty (30) day extension of time within which to file his Petition for Writ of 

Certiorari, up to and including February 19, 2025.  
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 Respectfully submitted, this 18th day of December, 2024.  
 

/s/ Mark Loudon-Brown 
MARK LOUDON-BROWN 
mloudonbrown@schr.org 
 
SOUTHERN CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
60 Walter Street, NW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Tel: (404) 688-1202 
Fax: (404) 688-9440 
 
Counsel of Record for Petitioner 

 
 



 
 

ATTACHMENT A



CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT
TELFAIR COUNTY, GEORGIA

23-CH-008
DEC 15, 2023 03:33 PM











































 
 

ATTACHMENT B 



SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA
Clerk's Office, Atlanta

I certify that the above is a true extract from the minutes 
of the Supreme Court of Georgia.

Witness my signature and the seal of said court hereto 
affixed the day and year last above written.

, Clerk

SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA 
Case No. S24H0543

October 22, 2024

The Honorable Supreme Court met pursuant to adjournment.

The following order was passed:

ROYHEM DEEDS v. KEVIN SPRAYBERRY, WARDEN.

Upon consideration of the application for certificate of probable 
cause to appeal the denial of habeas corpus, it is ordered that it be 
hereby denied.

All the Justices concur, except Ellington, J., not participating.

Trial Court Case No. 23CH008



 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
 
 I hereby certify that, in accordance with Supreme Court Rule 29, on 

December 18, 2024, I served a copy of the foregoing via first-class mail, postage 

prepaid, upon counsel for the Respondent: 

 Ron Daniel 
 Special Assistant Attorney General 
 212 Main Street 
 Eastman, Georgia 31023 
 ron@danielstaylorlaw.com   
 
   

/s/ Mark Loudon-Brown 
       Mark Loudon-Brown 
 

mailto:ron@danielstaylorlaw.com

