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District Court Of Appeal Of The State Of Florida
Fourth District

CRAIG BASSETT,
Appellant,

v.

STATE OF FLORIDA,
Appellee.

No. 4D2024-1319

[August 15, 2024]

Appeal of order denying rule 3.800 motion from the Circuit Court for 
the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, Palm Beach County; Cymonie S. Rowe, 
Judge; L.T. Case No. 502004CF002150AXXX.

Craig Bassett, South Bay, pro se.

No appearance required for appellee.

Per Curiam.

Affirmed.

May, Levine and Conner, JJ., concur.

Not final until disposition of timely filed motion for rehearing.
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STATt OF Flo/U&A.

/)ppelUg/

kAoTiotJ pqa Wftrrmi opmon Anip curnftCATtfli/ gF
OveSTM# pt/euc mpofirwctr

QH UhlMPH&S5EP FQ IUTS

____ ^ppol/curf (TraVg Bas<?ptt;purs^/rf frft Pufc k.3>3ti /vff
PLariAs nUtes m frar/Air^ ■gepjrs *jre</a/jr.g ^ % wmfel

tin Thr vr)&A(fce£SeA ^2ai/>fc cK^IW^l^g <? pm A;/)
jsvry- {rara ).<Ip bloAy i d>S utefl <€S «? ^gi»tyfir^fiar?VP 

c^iiPgKftr/ /»•£ GjfP&T |TOblTL lyyar-fjeL^cp ^
rW-I^V^ rc/v^prip/J /5 f 2&.Z*f * fiekeA r-

any 4W 4ni« ^ rtp^Aion nf CerTl4lciFi6 to
/? nkcjmA gy 1*0) -Hit? tfWtid? Supr^p ■ C&oip'-k fre.-
VttfV ^ke T^aArlrksfAy/vt 1 .ko\^wri^ re^turt/^ fWefVe*-
'j2>Pjr$&r\jU/'*^<> 4if9/N <j£# S » ThP
jaarfldnert-e.fS a-f Jory <r? Cr^Mtn^j Cases
if £ oaeitvArt &-f ^re^rt poLtfi* mparfcg/wse; ka&fcS
VeCet^ipi &MrtweJ by t.WW ife-feS SaprP^g C©uri"
,Ti/sTice. >tt to r>Us$m4»>ic cj^iAiav? «rf Cit^a—
Ih^k&m V ^foriAdt CcO- cT<. w JpP titrfe-
<&rg -finur Vertex &n ~kr ^p ^'W

u/kefkp,^ Wvlfa^c L>p <7Wrfcy te/i
(3/1 l<y UfopP J?(3)M<3 T lie Ac* Ujin \?£ Y Xa^ M.£^/)_____

^ /> •prevp/l'f;^ "thp j?&\plP o"P
f^y^\h^ ^.gitT1 Jury ^NLcj\/p -^o ?/\SitAe n& jpHfcrAtL*jrih

-fkfftrcs)/n
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m CotfAify ^pa/4 <zl 4t& prHg^______
Wi~fKft^4- 4Vtp_»Jvi ^ AtvKdu ^ a? s^tty^r ft'f W&
pee**^ X-f \jgp w^\ Afjf prtsPArHy ^k^atAtxr ffu>
kv>r>^t><v A-f AprrP<rH/vj at/r /^rs-fclfrpA j-key

ow^r^ 4/9., P&iA; l&ss 4te,
/I-Mpkr^o ^Zcpl* <?e/'Ve CjiJv?rA\2r\ <. mAeJrinCj
(^19 in Si^f-irk/fr fefly „ ^

p

X-f .Tas-f^p /^srsac^; -pu> <rHve^
<3/7 -Hii yCApju> -VUJtA- -the

people <*4^ pWfratjj? fcke.hp jp&w^/> *l&> A£____
'Qjtt-2A<3fiAey$j~ fr!''t)U^b<< bJPpp Prfrfecffyf hu

&fi<&crjr}A j q> jj /xj /In S^rortf1^ r? LgtW f <H\/V
Quyi f£,A*p (tpa f^f _____

(£.M£aA tt 'no Vo&tr p ra c&iwpM ft u tg r A>f* •fiUg
<£j g y s#€//} err 4yyiXg i/idfi o-6g/?s

fo-iri ,Aa/\^ih^ ur^4,M> p /-?> rp/jA>A»f[' p & Ana 'rt-^><&\tr~'
cfep-p APr-EvaA^/s 4^ fo>

l*-huit;<Ln ft** s>,

<5 itI

V/fl^Art* Hf/ip ^i^th &si4 ffru/Hgeifl-Hy ft /iA'tsJitAZAis
0-P -\hp iM\\-\*JCoflgK-K/Ugiffl ^uA.r<3LAjteg -tlh^

W c? frf&l ky A? "t’Wetvft -jofr^gr} jUflo}' UHn^vji____
Charged Vdv~¥h <2_Ufe fa/sAg (S' ^ •RhA^^M.pA^) G/eitfoiq
ifh^r fj? ripp -ftr rti/reu) f^j -jin Iflarida 7crxte4r
MftApr 4lrv^> p rtf se/rhv-]^ Tl\p -ferir
c£ kmgrZ4^^ peA^j/y ^C-fejrXvfi Q \R U/ \Xh^S S.ftLf>,iy fe
^ TjWftrC l-.r^M ,€/^<ggtV^/'rkP.cTiP par^n p^w^fX^..
Tbjp ^AOy>4- Wc 4^k/M>AP<j 44u^ rMnJ ~
c^LA~f$ kA,V^.-t? -Aaq f r^ k4 -^s •f'^g flyAAX^lUb^ -
jtfsrvj pg^Q^yt-^y) 4^aI 4k-^fiAPP * t) PA/||?rtU/4/^ J\>Ay

1
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k ^ fs xl & sjruffotKgJ
ie^ryf -frita* apce.s9.zs>> (y the rigj.t~
j-fo a 4^ tU.y^ftrl ¥v Sb&-e- /<r9 So^j -73? /Pti. ^tg>1
y<4^ Hig. ^rf\j IS ce^<^_pg>4 "fifty^n pgyyat^ z.-tew <£*ygi
~|elel | iQ 3*&-'fkli&} i 'r <^ /NiAn~f: Cy'WJfHffiw
<2i uH-oy- tV)npcm./^ 2S) //Aw41? CfcW- iho
~|y*U] Q st&fk&j t-■"»• ^ AiAn-f v>j<p c 

auT^o^ idjtoce/l^ 2<) '^"fUv^ 41?
)A6(x^ ^Ua |!?.uv<> 4UafaA,y^U qj£?re- ^
kf |a.uA-£S ^ -jLitoi" MLm & Vfog.'l ]^JU
iW'H ' • 'A"“^ ‘ ' v v : ‘ "

IzL-r T^p
iVh.P/1 ;^Jce^

hltHitty jiff /h&dLy Mjo -yli pv^i/^Cf>t
(^dp/)jfaiL/rf(!> flj^h'ib fo? <V| rlM ^yArj^iti 1 •JTaAoa ~tUx> /C^

R+aSa^mva^t fear freM $ki rrJj 

__ lh>S Cjst.sertprtsmiS & /trfij[fi^iij^ihup &ci-s&A ujtgyy
H'Aa^ ^tLds)j-4 ‘ 6, •£ fpC'fucbl '?)MnvCj?/\£j£ *. Tie a/lhj_____
'IBVftgLaJr g-e pr-orkjc.o^ cXir tv^rA^ <x>^l\ -Ho, k?iUwu)/iiV.l'r/,fJr(
I kll'i'by ff'$ fg^ •l^tft^-^-1^-.. 1/ 4-1Vk .■u^j-vtoA^. Tlg-w iiy-av yt*> <rfle/'’
jiikoo^ .& C,rtw 6 cciMtfkcl. TKl p/^erLpf&r* i?^AOs>nM'^i>%j A SS-?

TA&. j»r 7^ V K&l •fr&jf lAup /?i)ku u>J 'fUeW j-ip1 -f^./\ (^ L> rH~ S&le hj-
&VV -He Vfgj-^A^ ’TpST^Ma*^ * *rC\rif juJl^e l s\&i^u<^,1 ^p 4ikAj

•Huflf-Byy ^Wlyjj A/a^f iM/> <iyMjl?-H\y f/ULh^f- -^2Uu> ~tu>p
1<£W f gyvfoO'-t^^iK^ |aaa^ ~tKf yi4.ii ^ .f>p

)v^ ykp,j^v^ AijU $Ap<i fas AdTr
ckirt>L^>J^C>3 ^\> L/S.M_V -^-Ivt-J'/v j2 ousts ^-n

p<jj^Mi ^ <fcpj&e:ilAA4~sjJ&± fjt/\A PA\y\ i K
W / ■Hwi/t p^lTatp J^i-T'^Ll^eJ'iy 4^r<> 9Pyvl/i-)i/r^gS -

. &sl ytdf+aU tojfcL i kp
^$yay^7/g v il/x L>/\p A*\ i^p^j ^ fat>x

WWl <? ^vj?At^g-f iVl jwsiihr'p ihe FeG,^ nd^lliy tfP1
4tf rpmeSh -khz hnyi^j^U Jf~ p ceAi*&\

\&r^. ($aker 1A 9kl^ r ^2 J (ff» X«*$ **- v ^
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0-^ (Tta^.i\j£ As Pa.ovp ^s/iS^k/frlbte-Xljfr
kp wseA eU>-2 *Kp?jf> 4t> ornsd^ d^M>~<fesf AAd t^L

:V4«a aV/H4«r rmed^s ifuv* \?£*.n< ?v3>^i?nr^ -^>r
^fvecl at factei^ w* ft rv\rtr +\<£ah <gM4<rflte£ „ ~Fkfo em^rt wl
gOprf'W&j Bhjpb -fo CsidbNi^ o$ yWcni feyt 4^Ju>%k-
i C£^ cLS wUl ^1 fWjV4-S ^ ^ t7cg*Vi<g > Vl *5^40 r

_ ^7 S^i flffiz. ^ &jZjte&r3 4& JL c&tiyt'
s£ /TjtJA^e'bjst jt>f^sdP&4io n, -feftat" & ker/g 11l^jdiu7
Pfjtfrf&kApA /$ JtK iAlbgr^ty <T~ H; +feb ^ 4^4

Cmi/4-4ri htTL&h &$Mp ^f&/yi<usli/i-feed^vJ^^ffM.
\Lp orders' ckff U/4T1 do joS^- ju<&&&4. i' _____

C&AQ\b\ V M&uo &t _______

i>%e

7fc>^ Cc^u^p UifaM,~fi7«cl (^s>nR rVfcf S to sth$fa(u\ k\A"&\bul^ [flaiy^e.
be*A a&> £L &sU Cm^> ^xbezii r.*xr>p\i-<k &a1 n/Mjl

/5gg>r/l^^; f/UaAs \/ 7^7 s«^f (483 Q 3
D£A j4v.J*Ah>2l0l 7o £o2j 37^ C rttL-Zasi^Js token*>■
fthe ^ fVhdr wltef' UAgtri j <£ M-SLA^^SsI—

iflj^sf-ifce ^ Sua.re^ €hH^/g V cjg So&rtzL.^ H(o ^
$q2J &($7 C F^jz, QcA \ l&SJ^) ]biLex& Q^l CkSl J J
/(L>Lp ^ 1-^ H PoMylft>t/tf-
fii")> ^rho/t^g-^p ffejUe^ 4i^4^U <cbu)4 AV^ few

]flps*3o7)frf 4cWtt>^ rf4^nvv>o {itj4^ir^Uj.. if 7? -frf f'L&S^j-K
C flM. y. /‘.lib eJh f &j f&ZLr^ V, \AMlg£n t LWl

f jBa> 1 pC# )9UV jVC^jTg^TyaejVij ftra SbzJl 3^7
hf< U^aA "Zz&£>j\ 7 <^7 'j^rtr(i>6vg/y 'i'ckk'. \dx*fai'i<<L0k£r^n&.)dr^

£u'■‘jPL^l^rit■iS'dyj-^k^A cJ>3.$A>iM ■> ■f.irf%.Mx>. f’cb&fiJn A

^i&Sl&.Lhj jfrA&'ltijd^zOL A4nh&y\!’^ \^P^>~<$K^.
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a4ro3a-4-fort W i/tfl iC^i^vMhAAfiEl? 'C^

frSr 1 6feQ*)

Tk? ohxifiS ^ayyo <11 todays Wick |flg.WAy r/^ Alridirfy
feSfxssiti&iLtty ke&bMMi «a&4 Jure/ p naSg£>-
tjfiferts, V <fpe/tr^e/1 a/1. To<fS5^ 5?0T ulL -SKo^*

7^ a. s4a-tp iwaete <1 fe^ot/vg #1__
-fof p£/ia/jy m t/ft/Z)/itctl.Y) a |lnfe
■\pMpf\rJKj CnM rvu)A>fy x/afugs ~frkp pg/2,aJ .yflfeMj

&er,/^>S6> jui%4& 2TP marfe j'tk^it* <^cf~ &i/iHM»
r*biUipa>tifrr7 r?AA VM/f^inSfglArjt^g -mag "tte

iy\ 41iP T)?.^ pA?>£g<& /^[AulfaP -Hvp |H ^i^tg/W^
f ifr^f 1^/3^ ibp\&(pi aJtid $£*€., (\/(ijkk/\!$p g>^/v- V<Xif < Ao-fr/S j

13 ^ 1 iA ?> f fo . (/ ft4ft) <•)£' 5 / $ Alir’ v^ ~T7i/ p\J/j <Jr^ m^a-{- -
*?L pyjj jftjJ^yA -\h% fyU^Aslt P a.Aj} /Ini' CS'frvCtl.A

hfinni ZMS ik A/^i Y^k ■; 33-7. ^ ^^7)1

wqpjfl fr,r\ -

(

5U**«MMiy o f A4k&$#\&l£T~
The paspte cff .Qarija AtS<&fye ^ ’$uMtla.\

S^y&/YhiA£/tV v^M ^-flg/AusL^ 5-t^ppsf^- -foKe /^a^JIt/Ko/v^I
pff&iftrU^iys irc> "Haebfr jjilafsfaj ^ ‘iae/ii-frkd* jb SfJpf^tHr
~$kp c4vtl4^> 2fi yvse verrnhfton
WW ikl <5/l3fk Z l'£W -fin^tf <3ll6U*S -fcr A meSfr,
cdaP'lr&'cbhn^ ^Z/vj 4^^ KftKfrlrt rtfs pky&)&&.! ‘O.tft'.cLtsice <3_____

<f ri M g ffi rru ^<P-Pr>l ^ "tfog pypnpjp r? f>Prl W>6JA° dufj*
process <yp \c?\a! ., /}^i~ \-esS> tfkjp (Tq 1-e trfi 4^ke __
rourt is -fe> ^vA/tcg 4i? ^rrrv^g
4~4plr out* Aebps-miigafoont grp ’■^rte QoiPC6MP- J^S ?Rrt>lier*f-

Ixbp
{"/s ji ^jfabdoAJiL

3&tk 4Brka&&A n-w to h>ptf~ Seller x/L~TI\£ ~7^a^tHa. 
k* rrjjjH-J^vJ^os, Vya^e 51 -|e> f?*fy&fyiA

Lfofi?Af /\£+ AesxjjfH AnvzA' ile^Al rl/iajt/3tvS^ YKe dfpAfl&At
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rft b l<s rfryistyfeyff Wi%
prn/vr 1 pips o£ fan Sffkrf i e r\A 1 1<£UA. 4.(^3^ *Ht£ ^asf^ vS 

Y'&f'Vefj-ky /i^^rucWl a yi [<£Ul ^e> •j^vr^l' v~h £&A_____

{/ IfiAi&fck/ ivx^if^g j&£ cmVA&ft 04~ b^i/p*-n Vt\e,
facH -pfece^(vjb---«.v^Amctj-Mhwf wk&i- crM£$ \ti^e

ifed^ -‘H>- *d\&Vrt-€ A^g. rg..pfo Vidg(^ WtHv g?_
Rvyl ArruA^f> p?crMvrt^/i^ ^ 4^ igppiVe^

/<&W pfHPft ~fk? f gA/j&ri Ag t-fe V<t/ju) dr*

p;?r4aA ^frvt4rHAt> i C <? JiidlcJ&l Cy-Prt fp^A 

•^lA y>y^ r t4tS^ \/ icrf So
3T^ ffiyg P/Arwj/P rih\lA~

__T~i6r<Ni$t5--^rij.
"fck&i-faL^ifcalVu •
*?3J C^iau^arQ^-
<fek/yAtt&ve eg fvAi^yhg/ijgj, rVjfcf *te>
•^yp £\/3iMM>Ji'hj & jfuyy p^^fe-A » Af^uJvj^ °fef «^gffi^)a/rik_
S&es ^3~f -e^flu -ffit A<i Srk^d ceA^i^
^$rtk^.r^^fibjyV& _Thf fe to re :fa> £i*po wer'm

•fe .axcoMj?-l>s4 ^VtAa~ p3"~ ~‘ 
s2i & sfjrjc'torali Ae£?ri trU

(

gH^l /u^Hi^bc^-j-jan >$ -frfTirteJt 
_ . ^ 5,if jg-bratMf^cj iiyecg^ayCly y .ttrak^
$Ate r^iif ^v 3, -fair 'frrv^f ^ py^rt rfWtftii4g ^ f-kp

/ '4&J! *>r?,d% 9fa4(rks^ £> f-ffoe {plsf~$da %>!&£.
fiifwifbil | ffir&£ei»fe$ fuj^usf& ^he rfce^flt-ktoin &f Zoc-h g?
Xjfefcf dLGQp6% -hr> ff fiifMt-'ifccZfhQlftr <T]ft <»/*la#
\/. Sfra4f^ 3V£~ 5V2J ^19 jg^ty. Ufo-r "|iK»p /&A^ jpreifrkartS
^kg p€B|3/U> 'k^V>e /.^qa>AS^■grt\;t^pUMC■A^i, aSjajfl^SStQ A { f jMke^jtjfkj h&)t
Ssui ^Kg&aUkf' bfiXf*. Tkp 4y h<3/!»A4'SS HjC>
biHrfjj/g/ii fZbwzrK '&f' ••m><ei\y)xajll<g7fm^ /k^
1 vi ~'A(L&«f 't$ Ca v\i/1<*yh Jrfrf'^e J,<2iwg.ft 4r'4^,^~ pi/1^

wi <rAifsy)• jU ABrj^' ^j^/ c- g4'Sft»r>g<l *W
AtfbnJPql&ha'JL fetes/dr Cl<i\yHt gk/ftggfec^

4*&g ppopl^ AV*e
,*;'-Sffh# ^>^07F/<3M&ek,t.P, Gt^fadL>l&i^^uil$>pAf \>ecps> G^^fhiti&kAk
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A. TkU$ COUfiT 5H6UU0 ISSue V/RrmM op\H)M 0|si 
 Tttg TWELVE PGR SO It ifomy K^i/g

A wrtffgQ 0ptN/an yjr\l praw<k ^ [g*^41 Mate basis
•fer jhe fkritlf £uprp/^e. Caurfc fpt/tew nP dn express.

ry^n i t£ VjAt4ei £ft.dsf34\j-Ratt pr&v/Slflq
<3^ f?v/4<iKfM^4 1^ ffiaL ft>Afp Pit>Cs c£23OT)f 1Q.
AjS> dtj b f>d t fir (ZfpeMtfch ptr^ePs^_PfaTxAd p/gCjQcteApslhwbc*

'dpjpsoja j ury i/fi /)np-fli urJjp/' rAp±i&t rjt^& fsfai* 

\L^diiyHsLsaTU BW^SCFifrfc /9#0)f d^ftP
£>0*^ flWflrl ‘W rUafrJja&fi pUo J.nAjf pi/v^Ny fv?d'fOcfifir)
Jdk/, (iW+ lo fry Xyu /a<?-33%>G€> ^ Wltefcffl*J.9A^ 

HkX Sd2^ 3$4 Q9& MS JitcqMpyLilUk_ . jPfiVd^P—
> yy^ C\^/eA<g j?rfccfr2fezrir <3>iJ
fZ/Sfass^ W-pftrt 4*k^ pO^pflSc? gtfttll jAGetfiitig “jA/xp d/A
pBV PpVSpU AM^A/LaPiAAS -fc ~f^ Qjn4gt) 54ff4gS
u4-mm 44avs pr& viA\a^ *saA josPi&ieA ^p-
flt-to/u’Uj. -f^r iFfaf/df? ^vpryikp ^!ouHr rcyiew > (S&e!
vTtA4t<fr (v,6/'Sutii^ <4 1S.g/141/10 opnv) Avv<op l/v Cu /ua> qqk^/^
S'up.^ ..Aklt. V Sfe ; g5 3 £>zd 5*V£, rtiUpti
)1 b/i<A y r<°/4-Ivl.f <d Wke^ft^ de&AJsijtf-

fiiTi~^r4(«3/l 4*> 4~'W,fc\w-p’fl/is&n \3m ^jZS # ^v/£S-fr^fliO /asPc^f<vfrp
parfrsyict?. ftu. pj/vt te/ii^Lc" 5 o >^4 g (=y. ^e6^>

i? nrtftft/t-~-

(

pitW tc tM

’ffarersAf Untied 5+a-ks Supreme Court ckullfy?s
AcP eLsk 4"kg QAVfiP \o Ceif\^intP ~~Hle €^-~Uu>

Jii/j-lflAl? :Bjj>Ith^JtPayl fr£ f?eS\ »U 3^7 gjf^A?, 5 &4jfec4^ ’“Vug.
oiP (? re4(yf^i/jUjfH StZ£.*uiA -Hut £ia»jfk dpriiibti.'fafr

etfC(jcrf Jyi'js/iidbr)* Tkf g-fl^cdh 6rf Pke b/*M.f4i,

M jjtA&A JLjU.1 f bOA^ ft pitAktJ' {Lejl rAeLd~i^j\ ofi
ffr)Acij>U£ &fi ^p^rSMan p

Hfrfr -!i^ r PitAjO^ pn.\*itf f}4~

\fi t ^ c

Pl*J Cb/i&iiXiS’bfoitA,/
li%i£ p eofi/p a-P
f^yhlzAort +*> pyi^

6 *fef3L
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A wn'fft/) ($v\ 4lifx f'f'jiuuf Qfue^i o r\

Will #tigu/•fov* FUviAfy Su^-cpmp r'i\ tvjN-4- \i»)
pr&rp^QAf a./)A pr^dfhta 1 /<<;ue^ $?***,<? st*-

gy<i4rPM (4<Ycou/^>jS ju/tirC firnAn

p> w-fr^ TAr nyte -fit? pay ks piv^%jj3/g*£/tf-
ML&h‘if\f I :fi> AfjiUip -fliAiW ____

f^fiSfl-iAr-c.e.3 . "fAf 4° ^/vay^»//> ii/7Hi. ^Le > cdAifJ(?Afhj
X,Up_ \jjili 7aJa< l AkJLthsiilA iMtn I* likp 6-P /WwA\ if

'~~r ^ 17—r /\J0 \^/

prrfo rt j
&dr rafriAfl¥\ja tyTftrr^A'Wvi Ma

R iff Tttr AlHrRMTwr, irtfzs co^Pr Sto>QtJ&
C^RnFY T& 7>te Fi.fr RiDd CoufiTop1 A

Qve%noti OF&AtAT Pc/^ [tA?6RTAt)c£

7%» •£» llo wtrtj of jte^f jovU'fc iJA^orXanrA

‘Zhou l A b e (Zeri-i^Lpd 4-e? -H/te p/orufa S’lfpreto.p <Cougrt~ L(

fO Was -Hte -pA\^e,s^ tyf ^ix- pefSafi jury jt>ils fn
_____i if? fijcAy Ffl&S Yt'fv^gJ Mh.g/1 •{rko p>r^ iflSffU/ffiftfl

Wfrfo c*> U)BS aLiv^M? J ^law

71\v5 a^peaf nrt valves' fstucs aUgredfa- pukfY i^parf^A^e
“Hip l/nnUKfrrV-a ) prinzlp l*S&G ^oiAS-trfcrhW £) lTo<nS-ir<jrt<ftiq

tj/l/I rlf&A.t'fift.^ Wncf4 iS fA'€ £/tfr ^ ^ jg/Hj TVie
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IN THE DISTRICT COURTOF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
FOURTH DISTRICT, 110 SOUTH TAMARIND AVENUE, WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33401

r
September 20, 2024

CASE NO. - 4D2024-1319
L.T. No. - 502004CF002150AXXX

CRAIG BASSETT,
Appellant(s)

v.

STATE OF FLORIDA,
Appellee(s).

BY ORDER OF THE COURT:

ORDERED that Appellant's August 28, 2024 motion for written opinion and certification

is denied.

Served:
Crim App WPB Attorney General 
Craig Bassett

KR

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true copy of the court’s order.

LONN WEISSBLUM, Clerk 
Fourth District Court of Appeal
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Filing # 196309089 E-Filed 04/16/2024 02:43:52 PM

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

FELONY DIVISION: U
CASE NO.: 50-2004-CF-002150-AXXX-MB

STATE OF FLORIDA,

vs.

CRAIG BASSETT, 
Defendant.

ORDER DENYING DEFENDANT’S MOTION TO CORRECT ILLEGAL SENTENCE
AND DIRECTING THE CLERK OF COURT TO CLOSE THE CASE

THIS CAUSE came before the court on Craig Bassett’s (“Defendant”) pro se Motion to

Correct Illegal Sentence (“Motion”) (DE #290) filed on February 2,2024, pursuant to Florida Rule

of Criminal Procedure 3.800(a). The court has reviewed Defendant’s Motion, the court file, and

is otherwise fully advised in the premises.

STATEMENT OF THE CASE AND FACTS

Defendant was charged by Amended Information with Sexual Battery on Person Less than

12 Years of Age (Count One), Lewd or Lascivious Molestation (Count Two), and Lewd or

Lascivious Molestation (Count Three). (Ex. “A,” Amended Information). On October 21, 2004,

the jury returned a guilty verdict on all counts as charged in the Information. The jury specifically

found as to Count Two that Defendant did intentionally touch in a lewd and lascivious manner [the

victim’s] genitals or genital area or buttocks or the clothing covering them and that Defendant did

intentionally in a lewd and lascivious manner force or entice [the victim] to touch his penis. (Ex.

“B,” Verdict). The court adjudicated Defendant guilty and on December 6, 2004, sentenced

Defendant to life imprisonment in the Department of Corrections (“DOC”) on Count One, with

credit for 287 days, to run concurrent with Counts Two and Three, thirty (30) years imprisonment
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in the DOC on Count Two, with credit for 287 days, to run concurrent with Counts One and Three,

and thirty (30) years imprisonment in the DOC on Count Three, with credit for 287 days, to run

concurrent with Counts One and Two. ■ Additionally, the court declared Defendant a sexual

predator. (Ex. “C,” Judgment; Ex. “D,” Sentence Orders; Ex. “E,” Order Declaring Defendant a

Sexual Predator). Defendant appealed his convictions and sentences and on April 5, 2006, the

Fourth District Court of Appeal affirmed Defendant’s convictions and sentences. (Ex. “F,”

Mandate; Opinion). Currently pending before the court is Defendant’s Motion arguing his

sentence is illegal.

LEGAL ANALYSIS AND RULINGS

Under Rule 3.800(a), it is the defendant’s burden “to demonstrate as a matter of law that

the sentence actually imposed could not have been lawfully imposed under any set of

circumstances consistent with the applicable law and the existing court records in this case.” See

Smart v. State, 124 So. 3d 347, 349 (Fla. 2d DCA 2013) (citing Carter v. State, 786 So. 2d 1173,

1181 (Fla. 2001)). If it is possible “to impose a particular sentence, then the sentence will not be

illegal within rule 3.800(a) even though the judge erred in imposing it.” See Blakley v. State, 746

So. 2d 1182, 1186-87 (Fla. 4th DCA 1999). A rule 3.800(a) motion is not a vehicle to determine

whether sentencing comported with due process. See Calixte v. State, 162 So. 3d 283, 284 (Fla.

4th DCA 2015).

In his Motion, Defendant argues the court illegally sentenced him to a mandatory life

sentence because he was tried by a six person jury rather than a twelve person jury, as required by

the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution. Defendant’s argument

is not cognizable in a rule 3.800(a) motion. Even if Defendant’s argument was cognizable,

Defendant’s Motion would be denied. Section 913.10, Florida Statutes (2003), and Florida Rule

Page 2 of 5
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of Criminal Procedure 3 .270 (2003) state that “[tjwelve persons shall constitute a jury to try all

capital cases, and six persons shall constitute a jury to try all other criminal cases.” Sections

794.01 l(2)(a) and 775.082(1), Florida Statutes (2003), provide that sexual battery on a person less

than 12 years of age by a person 18 years of age or older is a capital felony punishable by death or

by life imprisonment. Flowever, at the time Defendant committed sexual battery, although sexual

battery was labeled a “capital felony,” it was not a “capital case” under section 913.10, Florida

Statutes, because at that time, sexual battery was not punishable by death. See Morales-Alaffita v.

State, 376 So. 3d 791, 792 (Fla. 2d DCA 2023) (quoting Phillips v. State, 316 So. 3d 779, 786 (Fla.

1st DCA 2021)). Thus, Defendant’s argument that his life sentence is illegal because he was tried

by a six-person jury must be denied.

Defendant also claims his sentence is illegal because the court failed to instruct the jury on

the pending punishment. Defendant’s claim of trial error is not cognizable under rule 3.800(a).

See Steward v. State, 931 So. 2d 133, 134 (Fla. 2d DCA 2006) (stating that “claims of trial court

error and insufficiency of the evidence should have been raised on direct appeal”).

To the extent Defendant’s Motion could be construed pursuant to rule 3.850, Defendant’s

Motion is untimely. Florida Rule of Criminal Procedure 3.850(b) provides in pertinent part:

(b) Time Limitations. A motion to vacate a sentence that exceeds the limits 
provided by law may be filed at any time. No other motion shall be filed or 
considered pursuant to this rule if filed more than 2 years after the judgment and 
sentence become final unless it alleges that

(1) the facts on which the claim is predicated were unknown to the movant or the 
movant’s attorney and could not have been ascertained by the exercise of due 
diligence, and the claim is made within 2 years of the time the new facts were or 
could have been discovered with the exercise of due diligence, or

(2) the fundamental constitutional right asserted was not established within the 
period provided for herein and has been held to apply retroactively, and the claim 
is made within 2 years of the date of the mandate of the decision announcing the 
retroactivity, or

Page 3 of 5
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(3) the defendant retained counsel to timely file a 3.850 motion and counsel, 
through neglect, failed to file the motion. A claim based on this exception shall not 
be filed more than 2 years after the expiration of the time for filing a motion for 
postconviction relief.

The two-year time limitation for filing motions for postconviction relief does not begin to

run until the defendant’s judgment and sentence become final. A judgment and sentence become

“final,” for purposes of the two-year time limitation, when direct appellate proceedings have

concluded and the appellate court issues a mandate (returning jurisdiction to the sentencing court),

or, if no direct appeal is filed, thirty (30) days after the trial court enters its judgment and sentence

orders. Earls v. State, 958 So. 2d 1153 (Fla. 1st DCA 2007); Mullins v. State, 974 So. 2d 1135

(Fla. 3d DCA 2008). Defendant’s judgment and sentence became final when the Fourth District

Court of Appeal issued its mandate on June 2, 2006. Defendant then had two years from that date,'

or until June 2, 2008, to file a timely motion for postconviction relief. Because Defendant’s -

Motion was provided to prison officials for mailing on January 31, 2024, and filed on February 2, -

2024, his Motion is untimely and procedurally barred. Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.850(b).

In his Motion, Defendant attempts to circumvent the time limitations of rule 3.850 by

noting that the United States Supreme Court recently held that convictions by six-person juries

violate the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution. Defendant

appears to be relying on Ramos v. Louisiana, 140 S.Ct. 1390 (2020), though Ramos did not

specifically hold that six-person juries are unconstitutional. The Fourth District Court of Appeal

discussed Romos in Guzman v. State, 350 So. 3d 72 (Fla. 4th DCA 2022), holding that it was bound-

by Williams v. Florida, 399 U.S. 78 (1970), which held that six-person juries are constitutionally

permissible. Although the defendant in Guzman has filed a petition for writ of certiorari to the

United States Supreme Court, the United States Supreme Court has not stated whether it will hear

the case. Accordingly, Defendant has not satisfied rule 3.850(b)(2)’s requirement that “the
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fundamental constitutional right asserted...has been held to apply retroactively, and the claim is

made within 2 years of the date of the mandate of the decision announcing the retroactivity.” Fla.

R. Crim. P. 3.850(b)(2).

Accordingly, it is hereby

ORDERED that Defendant’s Motion to Correct Illegal Sentence (DE #290), filed on

February 2, 2024, is DENIED. Defendant may appeal this Order within thirty (30) days of its

rendition.

There being no further business before the Court in this case, the Clerk is hereby directed

to close the case.

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida.

-,..^3________
502004CF002150AXXXMB 04/16/2024 r.. fc i u i n uiRCUiT

_______ ^£_Cymonle S. Rowe Circuit Judge
AOMIN.50/twc o-ncc ur

r

i , i u court

502004CF002150AXXXMB 04/16/2024
Cymonie S. Rowe 
Circuit Judge

EmailName Address
DOC# W26112 
SOUTH BAY C.F.
600 U.S. HWY 27, SOUTH 
SOUTH BAY, FL 33493-2233

CRAIG BASSETT

401 N DIXIE HWY WESTFELDIVU@sal5.org; 
PALM BEACH, FL 33401STATE ATTORNEY e-postconviction@sal 5.org
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Supreme Court of jflortDa
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2024

Craig Bassett, SC2024-1481
Lower Tribunal No(s).: 

4D2024-01319; 
502004CF002150AXXX

Petitioner(s)
v.

State of Florida
Respondent(s)

Petitioner’s Notice to Invoke Discretionary Jurisdiction, 
seeking review of the order or opinion issued by the 4th District 
Court of Appeal on August 15, 2024, is hereby dismissed. This 
Court lacks jurisdiction to review an unelaborated decision from a 
district court of appeal that is issued without opinion or 
explanation or that merely cites to an authority that is not a case 
pending review in, or reversed or quashed by, this Court. See 
Wheeler v. State, 296 So. 3d 895 (Fla. 2020); Wells v. State, 132 So. 
3d 1110 (Fla. 2014); Jackson v. State, 926 So. 2d 1262 (Fla. 2006); 
Gandy v. State, 846 So. 2d 1141 (Fla. 2003); Stallworth v. Moore, 
827 So. 2d 974 (Fla. 2002); Harrison v. Hyster Co., 515 So. 2d 1279 
(Fla. 1987); Dodi Publ’g Co. v. Editorial Am. S.A., 385 So. 2d 1369 
(Fla. 1980); Jenkins v. State, 385 So. 2d 1356 (Fla. 1980).

No motion for rehearing or reinstatement will be entertained 
by the Court.

A True Copy 
Test:

10/18/2024

John A. Toniasino 

Clerk, .'Supreme Court
<?/

I hfPE/>VlX “D",:



!
j

!3.10 RULES FOR DELIBERATION ;

These are some general rules that apply to your discussion. You must 
follow these rules in order to return a lawful verdict: !

1. You must follow the law as it is set out in these instructions. If you fad 
to followtheTfw;~ydur verdict WilTbe a~miscjLrnage~oflustice. There is no reason

'"for failing to follow the law in this case. All ofUs are dipehding uponyoulo make 
~~awiseanaiegal decision in this matter.

2. This case must be decided only upon the evidence that you have heard 
from the testimony of the witnesses and have seen in the form of the exhibits in 
evidence and these instructions.

•r

\
:

t

3. This case must not be decided for or against anyone because you feel 
sorry for anyone, or are angry at anyone.

4. Remember, the lawyers are not on trial. Your feelings about them should 
not influence your decision in this case.

5. Your duty is to determine ifthe defendant has been proven guilty or not,
in accord, with- the law. It is the judge's job to determine a proper sentence if the 
defendant is found guilty. “ ’

i
i

;

I 6. Whatever verdict you render must be unanimous, that is, each juror must 
agree to the same verdict. :M

7. Your verdict should not be influenced by feelings of prejudice, bias or 
sympathy. Your verdict must be based on the evideiiceTand ofrthe law contained’ 

’—rTT theseTnstructions.

!

i
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l
l
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{3.13 SUBMITTING CASE TO JURY;1

>
? In just a few moments you will be taken to the jury room by the bailiff. The 

first thing you should do is choose a foreperson who will preside over your 
deliberations. The foreperson should see to it that your discussions are carried on 
in an organized way and that everyone has a fair chance to be heard. It is also the 
foreperson's job to sign and date the verdict form when all of you have agreed on a 
verdict and to bring the verdict form back to the courtroom when you return.

!

i
i
2
5
I During deliberations, jurors must communicate about the case only with one 

another and only when all jurors are present in the jury room. You are not to 
communicate with any person outside the jury about this case. Until you have 
reached a verdict, you must not talk about this case in person or through the 
telephone, writing, or electronic communication, such as a blog, twitter, e-mail, 
text message, or any other means. Do not contact anyone to assist you during 
deliberations. These communications rules apply until I discharge you at the end of 
the case. If you become aware of any violation of these instructions or any other 
instruction I have given in this case, you must tell me by giving a note to the 
bailiff.

i.
>1
i
*
i
!
s
J
i
:l
S

1'(
i
i If you need to communicate with me, send a note through the bailiff, signed 

by the foreperson. If you have questions, I will talk with the attorneys before I 
answer, so it may take some time. You may continue your deliberations while you 
wait for my answer. I will answer any questions, if I can, in writing or orally here 
in open court.

1
%

i!
5

Your verdict finding the defendant either guilty or not guilty must be 
unanimous. The verdict must be the verdict of each juror, as well as of the jury as a 
whole.

I
8
i
~s During the trial, items were received into evidence as exhibits. You may 

examine whatever exhibits you think will help you in your deliberations.*
I
■i These exhibits will be sent into the jury room with you when you begin to 

deliberate.

In closing, let me remind you that it is important that you follow the law 
spelled out in these instructions in deciding your verdict. There are no other laws 
that apply to this case. Even if you do not like the laws that must be applied, you 
must use them. For two centuries we have lived by the Constitution and the law.

'“NcTjuror has the right to violate rules we all share. ~

■i•1
■i
1l
J
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