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IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF SULLIVAN COUNTY, AT

KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE
STATE OF TENNESSEE, )
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES, )
)
Petitioner, )
; . JhAA95
V8. 0. Jaﬁm
; 432,335
TARA DAWN CHAPMAN )
) Y o
Respondent. ) FL’ L E:ﬂ
) .
IN THE MATTER OF: 6“5 r)_q_> IO
D.0.B. Bobby L. Russell 4t/ Do
H D.OB. 011 JUYENILE COURT CLENK
CHILDREN UNDER EIGHTEEN (18) YEARS OF AGE SULLIVAN COUNGY, TN.

ORDER TERMINATING PARENTAL RIGHTS
AND
AWARDING FULL GUARDIANSHIP

This matter came to be heard before the Honorable Mark H. Toohey, Juvenile
Court Judge, on the 6% day of February 2023 for ruling on a Petition to Terminate
Parental Rights (Petition) filed by the State of Tennessee, Department of Children's
Services (DCS) on January 24%, 2014, the Amended Petition to Terminate Parental
Rights filed on April 24%, 2017, the Second Amended Petition to Terminate Parental
Rights filed on December 215t 2021,

Present before the Court were Polly Peterson, Guardian ad Litem; Tara Dawn
Chapman and attorneys Gregory Francisco and Randy Fleming; Whitney Manning
guardian of Tara Dawn Chapman; Elizabeth Brady, attorney ad Litem for Tara Dawn
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Chapman; Christina Stapleto. .counselforfoetetpatenb; DCS case managers, and
Aaronl.Guim,Esq.,Assocla' General Counsel for DCS.

Whereupon the Court finds that the Respondent Ronald Joshua Hilliard is
deceased as evidenced by his death certificate previously filed with this Court, and he is
nolonsera.parwtothisacﬁon.

'l‘bat.theinihalpehtionl::cludedthachﬂd EO QN 1o pricr to the
moluﬁonofﬂxismatterwasﬂ ced in the guardianship of others and is not subject to

this action.
°' . Upon the evidence ted, arguments of counsel, and the entire record as a
whole, the Court finds, upon cjear and convincing evidence, that the Petitionto
Terminate Parental Rights of ntT;\raDawnChapmnaaﬁledhereinbythe
Tennessee Department of Children’s Services is well taken and should be sustained and
relief granted thereunder for the reasons stated herein.

Based upon the sta ts of counsel, evidence presented at trial, and the record
as a whole, the Court hereby the foregoing findings of fact and conclusions of law:
EINDINGS OF FACT: | ' .

From the testimony of itnesses, the exhibits entered into evidence, and the
mcordmsawhole,the<)om'l:l and so rules that the State has proven by dear and
convincinsevidenoethafollwfngfacts:

r:ﬁ JURISDICTION AND VENUE
1. This Court has juri n over this case pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 36-1-113, 37-1-104

and 87-1-147.
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2,  Venueisproperlyin S:tvén County pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 36-1-113 and -114 and
87-1-111, in that the children afe wards of the State of Tennessee Depart:;nent of
Children’s Services, Sullivan County Office.

S TheState of Tennessee|Department of Children's Services, I the current
custodian of the children. This Honorable Court adjudicated the children dspendent
and neglected on October 3012:2 after issuing an emergency protective custody order

placing the children in temporary state custody on June 11' 2012. The children have
been in foster care continuously since this Honorable Court’s protective custody order.
4. Thechild, born to Tara Dawn Chapman and
Ronald 3oslma Hilliard on 2008 in Johnson City, TN.

5. Thecbild,B-' was born to Tara Dawn Chapman and Ronald
Joshua Hilliard on QP 2¢11 in Kingsport, TN.

6.  That Ronald Joshua Hilliard is deceased and is no longer a party to this action.

7.  The State consulted with the putative father registry within 10 days of the filing of
this petition, and there were n claims of paternity in the registry as to these children. A
copy of the putative father istry results was filed as an exhibit in this cause. No other

GROUND 2
ENT -- FAXLURE TO SUPPORT

7. DCS has failed to prove| by clear and convincing evidence, the ground of
abandonment by failure to support against Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman.

Hitliard
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8. Tara DawnChapman\éasiniﬁallybehindin child support payments; however,
she was able to get caught up with the assistance of her social security disability benefits
and made regular support payinents thereafter.

i GROUND 4
SUBSTANTIAL NOI\IMPLIANCE WITH PERMANENCY PLAN

9. After the children came/into state custody, DCS created permanency plans for
them. mepemanencyphnsiistedanumberofrequirementsthatTaraDawn
Chapmnneededtosaﬁs@be%umthechﬂdreneouldsafelyberetumdhome. The
plmwmmmanydesignedt{.admeuhembmmabmmmddomesﬁc
violence with the children’s faéxer.

10. TamDawnChapmnwianttoseweraldiﬂ’emntsubstaneeahusemnnent
facilitles and continued to struggle with her sobriety. At one point this Court held Tara
Dawn Chapman in contempt fér failing to follow through with treatment.

1. Inreviewing the record) of her current treatment providers in Prince William
County Virginia Tara Dawn Chapman no longer has illegal substance abuse issues.
12, In2q16DCSreaHzedth'boughawessmentsandrepomfmmhermotherWhimey
ManningthatTamDawndml;mndmhadsedommenmlhealthneedsthatreqﬁmd
further actions to address. '

—3 M net-Rinds.ths : ALRLE Y COIN DIV
with a permanency plan,thep%on must have the ability and wherewithal to comply
with the plan requirements.
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14.  Atone point due to her mental health status Tara Dawn Chapman was under the
conservatorship of her mother, Whitney Manning through Chancery Court of Sullivan
ComUwhichmh&eryMs.Mnh&

15. M&Manningthenrem%vedTa;:aDawnChapmanfromGﬂ‘:sonPlaee.an
hpaﬁeMmenmlhedthfndﬁqrinJohnsonCiWandrdocatedhermVirghia. Againasa
result of Ms. Chapman’s menﬁillneedsMs.Manningand Ms. Chapman’s sister Diana
PerrywereappointedasherlelkalGuardiansbytheVirginiaCouns.

16.  Tara Dawn Chapman st'Pwd that her mother kidnapped her and relocated her to
Vu_giniaandpmwntedherﬁ'o*nmnuninghTennesseewhichshedesiredmdo.

17.  'The Court finds that dub to Tara Dawn Chapman's mental health needs and
others having legsdl control ovqk- her whereabouts and movements she was not permitted
mwmplywithhersmementtllfmonsibﬂiﬁaonthepemnencyplmandﬁerefom
this ground is dismissed.

GROUND 5
PERSISTENT CONDITIONS
E.C.A, §§ 36-2-113(g)(3)

—

18. Asoftheﬁlin,goftheSt;te‘sterminaﬁonpetiﬁon,thechﬂdrenhadbeenremoved
from the home, physical and logal custody of Tara Dawn Chapman for a period of s (6)
months by a court order at the(preli stage of the underlying dependency and

neglect proceedings in that rise to this cause. This order was based upon a petition
which alleged that the chil were dependent and neglected.

19. DCSremoved the children from their home because of Tara Dawn Chapman’s

violation of the no contact Iwiﬂlkonald Hilliard, her ongoing substance abuse,

pending criminal charges, and she was noncompliant with DCS and service providers.

Hitliard
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20.  The conditions that led to the removal no longer exist. There is no longera
restraining order with Ronald there is no evidence of her current substance
abuse, she has no outstanding charges, and as stated previously she was unable
to comply with DCS and providers due to her mental health status that placed
herundertheoonh'olofoﬁxaﬁthatresu'ictedhermovementandabﬂiwwoomply.
21, That due to the foregoilg the ground of persistent conditions against Respondent
Tara Dawn Chapman is dismissed.

GROUND 6
| (Amended Petition)

LEEINOOMPETENCE

i
22.  The Court finds based op the testimony of witnesses, and thorough review of the
voluminous records from variqus mental health providers over the years that Tara Dawn
Chapmnnisineompetemtoprbvideadequatdyforthefunhercareandsupervisionof
thechi!drenbecauseherment*leondiﬁonisimpairedandissolikelytoremain
impairedtoalevelthatshewﬂ!}probablymtbeabletoresumethecareand
responsibﬂityforthechﬂdm!'ﬂxenearﬁmre.
23. IhetesﬁmonyofTamQawnChapmn’sfamﬂymemhmwasthatsheﬁrst
manifested issues with her meftal health at the age of six years old and continued
throughout her childbood and Iemely adulthood.

24. Tara Dawn Chapman’s ﬁ'nental health problems were further exacerbated by her
useofﬂlewdmgs,andﬁailurelhofollowh.erdom'otderintheuseofherpresuipﬁon
medication.

Hilliard
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25.  Tara Dawn Chapman had over a dozen hospitalizations with many instances
wherein she would appear atu}) emergency room displaying thoughts and statemenm
that were not based in reality and was subsequently hospitalized.

26. Whitney Manning that several hospitalizations were due to the mother
nottaldngherpsychotropicmédicaﬁonsasprescribed. Further that due to the same
issueononeoceasionthemotl&erstruekM&Manningonheram On another occasion
when the mother requested l.ManningtakehergetcigarettesandwhenMs.Manning
refused the mother held a knife close to Ms. Manning’s face requiring several individuals
torestminherandremovethe' ife, The mother was subsequently hospitalized after
that event. |

27.  Tara Dawn Chapman hds a persistent history of being prescribed medication to
address her mental health, notitaking it appropriately leading to psychotic episodes and
decompengsation. This was m'id:ving factor for her mother and sister to eventually

and guardianship in Virginia in order to take control
over Tara Dawn Chapman’s to ensure she received proper mental health

gain conservatorship in T

treatment.

28. The conservatorship ; guardianship.orders were supported by qualified
physicians who evaluated Dawn Chapman and determined that she was not able to
manage her own affairs in thatther mental condition was severe, persistent, disabling,
and most likely permanent.

29. Tara Dawn Chapman I diagnosed with schizoaffective disorder characterized
by psychotic features with oration from a previous level of functioning. She has
experienced delusions or hallu ns grossly disorganized behavior and incoherence,
loosening of associations, ﬂlogr:l:;nkin& and poverty of content of speech with blunt

7
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affect. She has depression d by anhedonia, sleep disturbance, decreased
energy, feelings of guilt or mdifﬁcultyeoncemraﬁngorthinking,ﬂwughts
of suicide, and hallucinations, delusions, and paranoid thinking,
30. Tara Dawn Chapman's ogical evaluation states that her impairments
cause marked restriction in activities of daily living, marked difficulties in maintaining
social functioning, moderate difficulties in maintaining concentration, persistence or
pace, and episcdes of decompénsation each of extended duration.
- 8L TmDawnChapman’st:iedtwordsindieateahiswrypfmmenmlmmss
going back to childheod to wi
a) On May 24t 1994 Tara Dawn Chapman was hospitalized at HCA Dominion
Hospital and the treating physician noted the day previous to admission she
was planning to kill herself by jumping into the family swimming pool, but
stopped at the last | ute. Respondent tried to run away but her parents
stopped her, Over the previous week Respondent was disruptive at school and
unable to follow
b) TaraDawnChapmaTwasinﬁ:efonr&gradaandhadalonghistoryof
aggressive behavior pnd depression. She had outbursts wherein she
screamed,bitandsx{ntchedhersélf,bangedwaﬂs,andﬂxrewobjects. Shealso
athackedherparanu!éndbmmeinminglymgeﬁﬂinthepmm Her

academic functioning had declined since February 1994, decreased
concentration and behavior. She had been in counseling since
age five, and been tréated with Mellaril, Imipramine, and Zoloft.

¢) Tara Dawn Chapman was placed at Springwood inpatient facility in 1990 and
1992 and was di with major depression and atpenﬁon deficit

8
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hyperactivity disordér and treated with Ritalin, Clonidine, and Prozac and was
discharged on June T7"1. 1994.

d) From Angust 2011 t6 December 2015 Tara Dawn Chapman received treatment

e)

from Frontier Menu;l Health for depression and anxiety. The records indicate
she experienced synfptoms of hopelessness, helplessness, problems with
sleep, and feeling overwhelmed and she was diagnosed with mood disorder,
bipolar disorder, depressive disorder, and anxiety disorder and was treated
with medication ancl case management. She completed intensive outpatient
program for substance abuse and attended group meetings to assist with
recovery. i

From November 25%, 2013, to February 5%, 2014, Tara Dawn Chapman
completed Rambowikesxdential treatment program for cocaine addiction. -
From June 201;; to Gctober 2014 Tara Dawn Chapman received mental health
treatment at the Lloyd C. Elam Mental Health Center, whose records show
she had a history of bipolar disorder and substance dependence. She reported
having depressive symjtoms and manic and hypomanic symptoms. The
records also state Tara Dawn Chapman had decreased concentration, focus,
and hallucinations and she was treated with Topamax, Lithium, Cymbalta,
and Neurontin. ‘

From September 15%, 2014, to September 18th, 2014, Tara Dawn Chapman
was hospitalized at Middle Tennessee Mental Health Institute. The records
indicate she reported symptoms of depression, memory loss, auditory and
visual hallucinations for the last couple of weeks; feeling electrical shocks all
over her body; and Having sulcidal thoughts. She was diagnosed with bipolar

| 9
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disorderv&thpsycb?ﬁcfeamres,andwas&ehargeduﬁtthﬂa&Jdne,
Lithium, Topamax, l?abt\pemln, Vistaril, Haldol, Cogentin, and Buspar.

h) homDeoembenﬁ,zomtoDeeembuzq&,zoxs,TamDawnChapmanwas

1))

hospitalized at Path Medical Center due to an altered mental status,
Their records indicate that she was having confusion and avditory
hallucinations. She reported that she had not taken her Lithium in two days
andwashavingsevell'eamn’ew. Ms. Chapman was diagnosed with altered
mental state, auditoty hallucinations, and bipolar disorder and was prescribed
Gabapentin, Lithiun), Lorazepam, Monteluksst, Tamsulosin, Tizanidine, and
Topiramate, i

On January gth, zozé', Tara Dawn Chapman was seen at Indian Path Medical
Center emergency rqom and the records indicate she exhibited significant
confusion, anxiety, rambling, moderate paranoia with disjointed thought
processes. The physician noted that her sentences would begin only
to quickly trail off and virtually all her verbal output ended with little coherent
or purposeful conchigions. She was observed to wring her hands and seemed
to be at  loss to expless herself saiatuctorily, and that her frame of mind was
frightening to her. ; wastransﬁerredtoWoodridgeHospitalfor;nental

health treatment. |

D

From January g, 2&}16, to January 1%, 2016, Tara Dawn Chapman was
hospitalized at Woocindge Hospital for mental health treatment.

k) OnJanuary 19t, 20 B, Tara Dawn Chapman was seen at the emergency room

whose records indicdte she had an altered mental state, confusion, paranoia,

10
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manic, rambling, anil tangential speech. She was diagnosed with psychosis
and transferred to Woodridge Hospital for mental health treatment.

) On February 24, 2016, Tara Dawn Chapman was seen at the emergency
room, whose indicate she had severe paranoia, anxiety, agitation and
withdrawal. She was noted to have illogical though processes and flight of

ideas and was unable to answer questions appropriately and was transferred
to Woodridge Hospi[ﬂ

m) On March 15%, 2016} Tara Dawn Chapman seen at the emergency room whose
records indicate shejwas displaying anxiety, depression, and hallucinations.
The treating physician noted that she was at the emergency room a few days
prior but left prior tg treatment. The physician reported Ms. Chapman had
difficulty form answers, and she appeared scared and anxious, and was
scratching her body and scalp. She was diagnosed with psychosis and
transferred to Woodridge Hospital for mental health treatment.

n) In August 2016 Tara Dawn Chapman Respondent was released from
Woodridge Hospitallinpatient treatment and returned in December 2016 and
remained there. Her discharge plan was to be committed permanently toa
mental health facility once placement had been found.

o) Dr. Rajesh Kadam recommended a conservator be appointed for Tara Dawn
Chapman because she suffered from a mental condition of such severity that
she is unable to reasonable decisions regarding her medical or her
health in general. Df. Kadam reports that Ms, Chapman is severely

chronically mentallyiill, and her mental illness was severe in degree and had
ledtomentalimpairlmant. He further reports that she had poor chronic

for mental health treatment.

Il
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mental condition, social conditions, adaptive behavior, and social skills, and

poor physical oondi@on, and had fair, poor, chronic educational condition.
32. Tara Dawn Chapman was declared disabled due to her mental illness by the
Social Security Administration effective May 312, 2013,
33.  Tara Dawn Chapman contacted DCS while she was a patient at Woodridge
hospital in 2016 and 2017 and made outragecus claims that she was then pregnant with
seven children; that Woodridge stole a previous child she was pregnant with; that she
has been drugged and physically abused; that she has a myriad of physical ailments
including various cancers; that she is the mother of thirty three children and the
majority of them were embryos housed by the State and placed in surrogates; that Josh
Hilliard has all of the children in his custody at this time.
34. Since 2017 Tara Dawn éhapman has been relocated to Virginia and having
reviewed the medical and mental health records from her various providers in that state
it is noteworthy that some of the medications she was prescribed seem to have
exacerbated her symptoms. Some of the complaints she made to medical professionals
that were deemed to be illogicdl may have been actual side effects of the medications.
35. Inreviewing Exhibit 13, records from Prince William County dated January 27t,
2022, it details her past medications, treatment, and her plan for her future care with
her legal guardians. Since that time the records reflect that Ms. Chapman’s condition

has stabilized at least to the extent she has not experienced the severe psychosis she
suffered in the past. .

86.  Tara Dawn Chapman'’s diagnosis reflects, and this Court so finds that her mental
impairment is most likely a permanent one. She has demonstrated aver the years that
she is not capable of maintaining her medication and treatment on her own and has

! 12
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done better recently due to her guardians overseeing her care. This has been fora
limited time of approximately wo years of a thirty-year mental impairment.

37. Tara Dawn Chapman hgs been able to obtain employment and assist with caring
forotherchﬂdreninthehomen t is not left alone with them as her guardians or other
adults are always present.
38.  Tara Dawn Chapman dges not have a drivers license, does not have a car, and her
income is approximately $540iper month. She relies extensively on her family for
support and for her own care.
89. Tara Dawn Chapman testified that if she had custody of the children, she would
need the assistance of others t care for them as would any parent. This Court finds that
to be true to a certain extent h due to the foregoing Ms. Chapman is not mentally
capable of providing care for her children.

40. The Court finds there isjlittle chance that Ms. Chapman’s condition can be
improved to such an extent that the children can be placed safely with her in the
foreseeable future,

i GROUND 7
(Second Amended Petition)
FAILURETOMANIFBSZ”ANABMYANDWHJJNGNESSTOASSM
DY$L.CA, § 36-1-113(8)(14)

41.  Inthis case Tara Dawn Chapman has addressed her substance abuse, her
criminal issues, and has made httempts to address her mental health concerns.
42. That due to the forgoing this ground is dismissed.

13
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BEST INTEREST

The Court finds that, after having found that a ground exists to terminate the
parental rights of a Responds t,theCourt'mustthen;nalmwhetberornotitisinthe
children's best interest for ination to be granted. The Court further finds that the
nonexclusive list of best interest factors which the Court must consider are contained in
Tennessee Code Annotated § 36-1-113()(2).

43. The initial petition as pled was under previous subheadings of the same statute, -
therefore the Court will these best interest factors under the current headings
and subheadings, as pled in the subsequent amended pleadings. *

44. The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
113(1)(1)(A) is applicable in this matter. Thus, the Court finds that it is in thebest
interests of the minor children!for termination to be granted as to Tara Dawn Chapman,

because the children require and continuity of placement through their
minortty. KqE-@N:- QA @MThave been placed in the Hickman foster
home for most of their lives. HEIP:estified that his life is with the Hickmans

and he wants to stay there: The children view the Hickmans as their parents, Thus, the
Court finds that this factor in favor of terminating Tara Dawn Chapman’s

parental rights.

45, The Court finds that the best Interest factor contalned in T.CA. § 36-+
113(D(1)(B) is applicable in this matter. Thus, the Court finds that it is in the childven's
best interests for termination tp be granted as to Tara Dawn Chapman because the effect
of a change in caretakers and physical environment is likely to have a detrimental effect
on the children’s emotional, ological, and medical conditions. The children are

14
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entrenched in their lives with the Hickmans who have met all of their needs for the
better part of a decade. To rel{xove them from that environment weuld be devasting.
Thus, the Court finds that this{factor weighs in favor of terminating Tara Dawn
Chapman’sparentalrfghm.
_ 46.  The Court finds that thelpbest interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
113()(1)(C) is applicable in this matter. The Court finds that it is in the children's best
interests for termination to be as to Tara Dawn Chapman, because she has not
demonstrated continuity and stability in meeting the children’s basic material,
educational, housing, and : [ needs. She has not done these things in part because of
her mental health, because shd was not allowed to by her guardians, and because of a 1o
contact order put in place by this court some years ago. Thus, the Court finds that this

i Tara Dawn Chapman’s parental rights.
47.  The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
113()(1)(D) is applicable in this matter, The Co\.n't ﬁnds that it is in the children’s best
interests for termination to beigranted as to Tara Dawn Chapman, because there is no
secure and healthy parental ent between her, and the children and it is unlikely
that such an attachment can be created. The children have not seen their mother since
2016, and any attempt to reestsblish that relationship would not be fn their best
interest. Thus, the Court ‘that this factor weighs in favor of terminating Tara Dawn
Chapman’s parental rights. [ )
48. The Court finds that thd best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
113(i}(2)(E) is not applicable in this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against,
termination because of her mental health issues, hospitalizations, and this Court’s past
ordérsuspendl:nghervisitatio

15
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49. The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
13(i}(1)}(F) does not weigh in favor of termination because the Court finds that the
children are not afraid to live with their mother.

50. ‘The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
13(i)(2)(G) is not applicable in this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against,
termination as the Court is wit}nout sufficient information about Tara Dawn Chapman’s
bome to be able to determine if placing the children there would exacerbatethelr past
trauma. l

51 The Court finds that thq best interest factor contained in T.CA. § 36-1-
13(i)(2)(H) is applicable in this matter. Thus, the Court finds that that it is in the
children’s best interest for | inati n to be granted as to Tara Dawn Chapman,
because the children have crea a healthy parental attachment with another person or
persons in the absence of theirjmother.” The children have developed a parental
attachment to the Hickmans who have provided for them as parents for most of the
d:ildren'slives.ﬂus,theCouJ!tﬁudsthatthisfactorweighsinﬁavoroftermhmﬁnng
Dawn Chapman’s parental rights.

52. ‘The Court finds that thebest interest factor contained in T.CA. § 36-1-113(D(2XD)
isapplicable in this matter. the Court finds that that it is in the children’s best
interest for termination to be as to Tara Dawn Chapman, because the children

have an emotionally sxgmﬁean'( relationship with persons other than their mother and it
would have a detrimental impact on the children’s relationships with those persons.
FERP QI testified that he is close with his foster siblings and considers them his
family. The children attend chyrch and family functions and has forged relationships

16
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with friends at school. mus,m*;wounﬁndsthatthisfactorweighainﬁavowf
terminating Tara Dawn Chaprian’s parental rights.

§3.  The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-113() (1)
is applicable in this matter. THus, the Court finds that in the children's best interests for
terminaﬁontobegranwdastharaDawnChapman,Mcauseshefaﬂedtodemonshate
suchahsﬁngadjushnentofd}cumshnees,eonducgorwndiﬁomasmmakeitsafe
and beneficial for the children to be placed in her home and she is consistently unable to
provide safe and stable care for the children. There is no evidence that Tara Dawn
Chapman is using alcohol or other controlled substances, however her commitment to
maintainingoonsistentmentaléhealthisuncermin. Thus, The Court finds that this
factor weighs in favor of termihating Tara Dawn Chapman's parental rights.

54. The Counﬁdaht&4beet interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
113(i)}(1)(K) is not applicable iri this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against,
termination. Tara Dawn Chapjnan with the help of her family has taken advantage of
services made available to her.Whether or not these will be lasting changes is unknown
atthispointbeeauseofherpenimanentmentalhealthnwds.

55. 'The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
ua(i)(l)(L)isapplimbleinthisfmatter. Thus, the Court finds that it is in the children’s
best interest for termination td be granted, because DCS has provide reasonable efforts
to assist Tara Dawn Chapman in making a lasting adjustment of circumstances, conduct
or condition which would make it safe for the children to return to her care. Part of the
problem was for a time DCS co!uld not maintain contact with Ms. Chapman after she left
the state, however DCS made what reasonable efforts ﬂx;y could give those

L,
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circumstances. Thus, the finds that this factor weighs in favor of terminating Tara
DawnChapman’sparenmlriqxts.

6. The Courtfinds that thq best interest facto contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
m(ﬂ(ﬂ(hﬂisapplimbleinﬁ;%s matter. Thus, the Court finds that it is in the children’s
best interest for termination tg be granted, because Tara Dawn Chapman has not
demommtedasenseofurchymseeklngmswofthechﬂdmmaddmedngthe
drmmsmnm,wndua,orwx{diﬁomwhichwculdmaheitsafemmmtheebndrenm
herhome.hiﬁanyMaChamenwasuéingexbemdydangmusdmp,whichmhave
been fueled by her mental health issues but were having a very detrimental effect on her
mental health. Thus, the Court finds that this factor weighs in favor of terminating the
Respondents’ parental rights. |

§7.  The Court finds that IbestinterestfactorcontainedinT.C.A.§3641~
113(1)(1)(N) is not applicable ir} this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against,
termination. TaraDawannplmndidstrilnahermoﬁmandoneepulledahifeonher;
howevesr,ﬂ:echﬂdxenwerca.np{present,andshedidnotpmentadnngertothem.

58. The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
u3()(1)(0) is applicable in thi matter. Thus, the Court finds that it is in the children’s
best interest for termination to be granted, because Tara Dawn Chapman has not
provided safe and stable care for these children or any other children. She has been able

to assist in the care of her da , and her autistic brother, but she is not able to
provide one on one care for any child or children. Thus, the Court finds that this factor
weighs in favor of terminating Tara Dawn Chapman’s parental rights.

§9. The Court finds that interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
113(D)(1)(P) is not applicable injthis matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against,
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termination. When Tara Dawz} Chapman is taking her medication as prescribed, she
understands the children’s but when she is not the Court finds she is not able to
properly understand and meetithe children’s needs.

60.  The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
13(0)(1)(Q) is not applicable in this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against,
termix.mlion. When Tara Dawn Chapman is maintaining proper mental health
treatment, she is somewhat better able to recognize the children and their needs, but not
wellenonghtoprovideconsisantpropetchﬂdcare.

61.  The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
us(i)(l)(RJisnotapplicabljthismatteranddoesnotweighinfavorof,oragainst,
termination. The home of Tara Dawn Chapman would be healthy and safe for the
children so long as another adylt caregiver were present.

62.  The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
113(D)(1)(8S) is not applicable in|this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against,
termination. Initially Tara Dawn Chapman was unable to maintain employment due to
her mental health issues which!is why she now receives social security disability from
which childsupporl:wasdiverh;edtothestate.

63.  The Court finds that the best interest factor contained in T.C.A. § 36-1-
113(i)(1)(T) is applicable in thig matter. Thus, the Court finds that it is in the children’s
best interest for termination to be granted, because Tara Dawn Chapman’s mental or
emotional unfitness would be ental to the children and prevent her from
consistently and effectively providing safe and stable eare and supervision for the
children. Thus, the Court that this factor weighs in favor of terminating the Tara
Dawn Chapman’s parental rights.
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BETITION FOR CUSTODY
64. Thatbased upon for the forgoing reasons, sufficient evidence has been

esmbﬁshedmteminat;:jmnmlrighmﬁTmDmChapmandthemfomher
petition for a return of ,a;:dmotion for visitation are dismissed.

|

BASED UPON the foregoing INGS OF FACT, the Court hereby makes the
following CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:

1. Thereis clear and con evidence that the State has made reasonable efforts
in this cause pursuant to T.C.A. § 37-1-166.

2.  PursuanttoT.C.A. §§ 36-1-113(g)(1) and 36-1-102(1)(A), -102 (1)(B) and -
102(1)(D), there is not clear and convincing evidence that Respondent Tara Dawn
Chapman has abandoned the by failing to support the children, such that this
ground is dismissed.
3. PursuanttoT.C.A. §§ 36-1113(g)(2) and 37-2-403(a)(2), there is not clear and
convincing evidence that Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman has been substantially
noncompliant with the statements and responsibilities set out for her in the permanency
plans, such that this ground is dismissed.

4. Pursuantto T.CA. §§ 30-1-113(g)(3), there is not clear and convincing evidence
that the conditions that led to continue to persist, such that this ground is

dismissed.

5. . Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 36-1-113(g)(8), there is clear and convincing evidence that
Tara Dawn Chapman is mentally incompetent to care for the children, such that Tara
Dawn Chapman’s parental rights should be terminated.
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6.  Pursuant to T.C.A. § 36-1-113(g)(14), there is not clear and convincing evidence
that Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman has failed to manifest a willingness to assume
legal and physical custody of the children, such that this ground is dismissed.

7. TaraDawnOlmpmanhz:isnotmadeanadjusunentindrcumsmthatwould
warrant custody being granted to her as it would not be in the children’s best interest.

Best Interests; :

Having evaluated all of the relévant best interest factors found in T.C.A. § 36-1-113()),
there is clear and convincing evidence that it is in the best interest of the minor children
for the parental rights of Respéndent Tara Dawn Chapman to be forever terminated.

1 From the exhibits enterid into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court finds and so rules that DCS has proven by clear and
convincing evidence, pursuant to T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1}(1)(A), that the children have a
critical need for stability and continuity of placement throughout the children’s minority
which the Respondent Tara Déwn Chapman has failed to provide. The Court s,
therefore, of the opinion and sb holds the State has established, by clear and convincing
evidence, it is in the best interests of the children, to terminate the parental rights of
Tara Dawn Chapman to the children due to the need for stability of continuity of care,
pursuant to T.CA. § 36-1-113(1’5(1)@). .

2. Fromtheexhibimenter'edmwevidenee,thewsﬁmonyoftheudmwses,mdthe
.l‘ecordasawhole,theCourtﬂl}dsandsomlesthatDCShasprovenbydearand
convincing evidence, pursuant to T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i)(1)(B), the effect of a change of
caretakers and physical enviro'hmentsislikelytohaveadeu'imental effect on the
children’s emotional, psycholosgieal, and medical conditions. The Court is, therefore, of
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the opinion and so holds the has established, by clear and convincing evidence, it
is in the best interests of the cljildren, to terminate the parental rights of Tara Dawn
Glapmanduetothedehimen%leﬁectachangeofmtakersandphydeal
environments would haveon+echndren’a emotional, psychological, and medical
conditions, pursuant to T.C.A. § 36-1-113()(1)(B).

3.  From the exhibits entered into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court and so rules that DCS has proven by clear and
convincing evidence that, pum{mnt to T.C.A. § 36-1-123(1)(2)(C), the Respondent Tara
Dawn Chapman haafailedtodleonstmteconﬁmﬁtyandstabﬂityin meeting the
children’s basic material, educitional, housing and safety needs. The Courtis,
therefore, of the opinion and s9 holds the State has established, by clear and convincing
evidence, it is in the best interests of the children, that the parental rights of Tara Dawn
Chapman should be terminated for failure to demonstrate continuity and stability in

meeting the children’s basic ial, educational, housing and safety needs pursuant to
T.C.A. § 36-1-113(D(1)(C). !
4. From the exhibits enteréd into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the

record as a whole, the Court filds and so rules that DCS has proven by clear and
convineing evidence, pursuantito T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i)(1)(D), that Respondent Tara Dawn
Chapman has failed to esmbm{:asecumandhealthyparentalattachmentwiththe

children. The Court i, th: of the opinion and so holds the State has established,
by clear and convincing evidenee, it is in the best interests of the children, to terminate
the parental rights of Tara Dawn Chapman for failure to establish a secure and healthy
parental attachment with the children pursuant to T.C.A. § 36-1-113()(1)(D).

Hilliard
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5. Ftomthem:hibi&mm:{;dinmﬁdance.thetesﬁmonyo-fthewimesses,mdthe'

record as a whole, the Court ﬂ+da and so rules that the T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i)(1)(E) is not
applicable in this matter and dpes not weigh in favor of, or against, termination.

6.  From the exhibits enter:édintoevidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court fids and so rules that T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i)}(1)(F) is not
applicableinthismatteranddimnotw%igbinfavorof, oraaainst,famination.

7. From the exhibits en into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court and so rules that T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)}(1)(G) is not
appﬁmﬂeh&hmﬁmanddmetwdghinfavoroﬁ or against, termination.

8.  From the exhibits into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court andsonﬂesDCShaspmvenbyclearandconvinclng
evidence, pursuant to T.C.A. § 86-1-113()(1)(H) the children have created a healthy
parental attachment with anotﬁer person or persons in the absence of the Respondent
Tara Dawn Chapman. The Co%r!.is, therefore, of the opinion and so holds it is in the
best interests of the children, th terminate the parental rights of Tara Dawn Chapman
due to the children forming a hiealthy parental attachment to other persons pursuant to
T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)(1)(H). |

9.  From the exhibits entered into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court finds and so rules that DCS has proven by clear and
convincing evidence, pu:suanﬁ to T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i)(2)(I) that the children have
significant relationships with ns other than Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman or
caretakers because the children have an emotionally significant relationship with
persons other than their mother and it would have a detrimental impact on the
children’s relationships with those persons. The Counrt is, therefore, of the opinion and
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mholds,itishthqbestinhrephofﬂmchﬂdren,mwmmteﬂxepmenulﬁghhof
Tara Dawn Chapman pursuanl'fto T.C.A. § 36-1-113(D)(2)(N).

10.  From the exhibits enterpd into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
reeord.as awhole,thaCourtﬂl}daandsorules'D&hasprovenbyclearandeonvincing
evideme,pumuamw'r.c.a§i;6-x-m(aux.nthenespondemrmnawnaupman
has failed to demonstrate a adjustment of circumstances, conduct or condition as
to make it safe and beneficial .rthechﬂdrentobeplaeedinherhomeandsheiaunahle
to consistently provide care for the children in a safe and stable manner. The Courtis,
therefore, of the opinion and s¢ holds the State has established, by clear and convincing
evidence, it is in the best inf of the children, to terminate the parental rights of
Tara Dawn Chapman due to b&ﬂhngahsﬁngaddeMm
;;ursuamo'r.c.A.§36-1- ().

1.  From the exhibits en htoevidenee,thetesﬁmonyofthewimwes,andﬂxé
record as a whole, the Court firjds and so rules that T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)(1)(K) is not
applicable in this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against, termination.

12 From the exhibits enterld into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
reoordasawhole,thaCourtﬁ:idsandsorulesDCShaspwvenbyclearandeonvindng
evidence, pursuant to T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)(1)(L) the Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman
hasﬁﬂedtodemons&aheahs%lngadjushnentofdrwmsﬁancesormndueta&er

reasonable efforts by DCS. ﬁ{Courtis,therefoxe,,oftheopinionandsoholds sk
the best interests of the to terminate the parental rights of Tara Dawn
Chapman due to failing to demonstrate a lasting adjustment after reasonable efforts by
DCS pursuant to T.C.A. § 36-1-113@1)(1)(L).
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13.  From the exhibits entm-{adinto evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
mwrdasawhole,ﬂxeCounﬁq'ldsandsorulesDCShaspwvenbydearandwnvindng
evidence, pursuantto T.C.A. § !36-1-113('1)(1)(M) the Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman
hasfaﬂedtodemons&ateasex{seofmgencyinseeldngwsmdyofthechﬂdren,or
addressingthedmumsmnom,ll:onduchorwndiﬁomthatwoddmkeitsafeforthe
children to return to their carel 'The Court is, therefore, of the opinion and so holds itis
hthebestinterestsofthechﬂémmhotemﬁnatethepamntalﬁghtsofTamDawn
Chapmanduemthehckofm#m:ydemommmdinseekingmwdyoraddmsins
circumstances or conduct purs'uant to T.C.A. § 36-1-123(1)(1)(M).

14. From the exhibits into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court and so rules that T.C.A. § 36-2-113(1)(1)(N) is not
applicable in this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against, termination.

15. MmMMmm}dmmemommdMMmmmdme
record as a whole, the Court finds and so rules DCS has proven by clear and convincing
evidence, pursuant to T.C.A. § !36-1-u3{i)(1)(0) the Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman
has failed to provide a safe and stable care for these children or any child, The Courtis,
therefore,oimeopinionandsq::holdsitisinthebestinterestsoftheehﬂdren,to _
terminate the parental rights TaraDawnChapmanforfaﬂuretoprovidésafeand
stable care for these children ; to T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)(1)(0).

16.  From the éxhibits en ' into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court : and so rules that T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)(1)(P) is not
applicable in this matter and dﬁ)ea not weigh in favor of, or against, termination.
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17.  From the exhibits en ﬁwmdemmewﬁmowdmeMmma, and the
record as a whole, the Court and so rules that T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)(1)(Q) is not
applicable in this matter and does not weigh in favor of, or against, termination.

18.  From the exhibits into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court and so rules that T.C.A. § 36-1-113)(1)}(R) is not
applicable in this matter and i not weigh in favor of, or against, termination.

19. From the exhibits enterLd into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court firds and so rules that T.C.A. § 36-1-113(D(1)(S) is not
applicable in this matter and ‘not weigh in favor of, or against, termination.

20.  From the exhibits entered into evidence, the testimony of the witnesses, and the
record as a whole, the Court andsomlesDCShasprovenbyclearandconnncing
evidence, pursuant to T.CA. § 6-1-113(1)}(1)(T) the Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman s
mental and emotional condition prevent her from consistently and effectively providing
safe and stable care and ision for the children. The Court is, therefore, of the
.opinion and so holds the Sbatel established, by clear and convincing evidence, it isin
the best interests ofthechﬂdreln,totemﬂnatetheparenml rights of Tara Dawn
Chapman due mental and emo%ionnl condition of Tara Dawn Chapman pursuant to
T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)(1)(T). I

IT I8, THEREFORE, ORD]) ADJUDGED, AND DECREED:

1. That the petition and motion for return of custody and for visitation filed by Tara
Dawn Chapman are hereby ¢

2.  The State of Tennessee ent of Children’s Services has proven by clear
and convincing evidence that the conditions for termination of parental rights as set
forth in T.C.A. § 36-113(c)(1) and (2) have been established in this matter.
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3.  Thatthe State has proven by clear and convincing evidence the statutory ground
for termination of parental rlgixts of Tara Dawn Chapman to the children, pursuant to
T.C.A. §§ 36-1-113(g)(8), that 'I‘ara Dawn Chapman is mentally incompetent to care for
the children.
4.  That the State has proven by clear and convincing evidence that it is in the best
interests of the children, that the parental rights of Tara Dawn Chapman should be
terminated pursuant to the provisions of T.C.A § 36-1-113()(1)(A) child’s need for
stability; T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i)(1l)(3) effect a change of caretakers would have on the
children; T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i)()(C) failure to demonstrate continuity and stability for
children's besic needs; T.C.A. § 96-1-113()(2)(D) falure to establish a secure and healthy
parental attachment; T.C.A. § :36-1-113(i)(1)(H) parental attachment to another person
or persons; T.C.A. § 36-1-u3(ii(1)(1) children’s emotionall).r significant relationship with
extended family members; TO.A. § 36-1~113(i)(1)(J) failure to demonstrate a lasting
adjustment; T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1}(1)(L) failure to adjust circumstances after reasonable
efforts by DCS; T.C.A. § 36-1-1183(1)(2)(M) failure to demonstrate a sense of urgency in
regaining custody; T.C.A. § 36-1-113(1)(1)(0) failure to provide safe and stable care;
T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i)(2)(T) mental or emotional unfitness.
5. That the State of Tennessee Departiment of Children’s Services has proven, by
clear and convincing evidence.: that grounds for termination of parental rights exists and
has proven, by clear and convincing evidence, that it is in the best interest of the
children that all of the parental rights of Tara Dawn Chapman to said children be forever
terminated; and therefore the é:omplete custody, control, and full guardianship of said
children be awarded to the State of Tennesses, Department of Children's Services, with

i
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the right to place said childrenjfor adoption and to consent to said adoption inlogo
parentis.
6. ThatthisDeueeshauhfvetheeffwtoﬂaminadngaﬂtharighmandongaﬁom
ofRespondemhmDawn(ﬂmFmanmsaidchﬂdmnandofsaidchﬂdmnmRespondem
TamDawnChapmnaﬁsingﬁiomtheparentalrelaﬁonship,andRespondentTm
DmChapmanismhaeamirenﬁﬂedmnoﬁwofpmeeedmgsfortheadopﬁmofsaid
chﬂdrenbyanothernorhaske;spondent'l‘araDawnChapmananyrighttoobjeetto
such adoption or otherwise to participate in such proceedings.
Therefore,theparenmlﬁghtscl;fTamDaanmpmminandtothedﬂdmnm
terminated.
7.  Thisisa final order as t¢ the Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman. Any appeal from
this order must be made to thejCourt of Appeals within thirty days of the entry of this
order.
8. That the parental rights duties, responsibilities, and obligations of Respondent
'l‘araDawnChapmaninandto' children, are terminated and severed.

9.  .That the rights, duties, nsibilities, and.obligations of the children, to
RespondentT#ra Dawn Chapn%anmherebytermiuatedandsevmd.

10. Thatdwfunlegalguard{anshipofthwechﬂdreuishmbyawardedtotheSmte
of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services.

1. That there is no just reagon for delay of entry of a final order tormInatlag the

parental rights of the Respondent Tara Dawn Chapman in and to the children, as all
issues as to all parties have resolved. Therefore, pursuant to Tenn. R. Civ. P.
54.02, because there is nojustwﬁordelay. entry of judgment as to Tara Dawn

Chapman is directed. Awordinlgly,thisisaﬁnalorderasto'l‘ara Dawn Chapman and
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may be immediately appealed gs‘ofrighttothe Court of Appeals pursuant to Tenn. R,
App. 8(a).

12. ThattheDeparhnentoAChﬂdrensSaviceshasmadereasonableeﬁomto
establishpermanencyforthecfxﬂdrenmth:smather

Any of the trial s final disposition of the complaint or petition
ﬁrmhamﬁonofpamwwmwmugmedby&epmﬁshmofnnle
8A, Tennessee Rules of Appellate Procedure, which imposes special time
Limitations for the filing of a transcript or statement of the evidence, the
?;';i’!.&“‘af&f“fpienm repheluphaic) ms:edal“pmisimm reodall
e eourt,as as other ons for

expediting the appeal. mustrevnewkule&A,TemtesseeRulesof
Appellate Proeedure for oneoneernhngthespeeialprovlsionsthat
applytoanyappealot’this

ENTERED pursuant to Rule 5é TRC.P.

Prepared for Entry by:
[es/ &cr«m 2 Egz‘:m i

AARON L. GUINN, BPR 024456
Assistant General Counsel
Department of Children’s
2555 Plymouth Road
Johnson City, TN 37601
423-854-5111
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Certificate of Service
cemﬁesthatan'ueandexactcopyofthefotegomgOrderhas
beensentviaemaﬂ,fax,ordepoamdinﬂleU.s Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to:

This the 14* day of Margh, 2023.

\ Leot Hren L Gctoen

Aaron L. Guinn
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