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One of the biggest challenges all of us have when trying to read and understand the Bible is the 
challenge to actually hear what the biblical authors are trying to say, and not just bringing my 
own ideas into the Bible. We don’t realize how much our assumptions actually determine what 
the Bible can and cannot say to us. I have gone through this process with the Bible so many times 
over.

A good example is an assumption we often bring to the Bible that it’s somehow like a moral 
rulebook of God-approved behavior. So when we turn to all of the stories of people in the Bible, 
what we expect to find are moral examples, like people you should be like to make God happy. But 
the problem is, when you actually read the stories of the people in the Bible, almost all of them 
are involved in scandals. They’re not people you actually want to be like'most of the time. And 
again, our assumption that the Bible is a moral handbook is driving that, when in fact, the biblical 
authors put these people in front of us as mirrors for self-learning and self-critique. To help us 
learn about just how complicated and screwed up and amazing we are.

And so that’s the biggest risk that all of us have in reading and trying to understand the Bible, is to 
make sure we’re actually hearing what the authors are saying, not just what I want to hear.

Being a follower of Jesus and a student of the scriptures is actually about having the habit of 
open-mindedness: to hear the scriptures say things I've never even thought to think before and 
to learn new things from the world around me. And to me, that’s the most exciting thing about 
becoming a lifelong learner and student of the scriptures, is that process of discovery of a lifetime, 
laid before all of us. It's awesome.

Tim said, “Being a follower ofjesus and a student of the Scriptures is actually about 
having the habit of open-mindedness—to hear the Scriptures say things I’ve never even 
thought to think of before and to learn new things from the world around me.” What 
thoughts does this quote, along with the rest ofwhat Tim said, bring up foryou? Journal 
your thoughts below.
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IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Petitioner respectfully prays that a writ of certiorari issue to review the judgment below.

OPINIONS BELOW

cases from federal courts:

Bs—toThe opinion of the United States court of appeals appears at Appendix
the petition and is *
J^jeported at A90e 23 ^ 2 0*0 ,0 ^ 3 'J2-^/or)
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

6_t0The opinion of the United States district court appears at Appendix 
the petition and is

JE^reported at C-\!~00*74~l''R, t ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

[ ] For cases from state courts:

The opinion of the highest state court to review the merits appears at 
Appendix_____ to the petition and is
[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[ ] is unpublished.

courtThe opinion of the_
appears at Appendix to the petition and is
[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.
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JURISDICTION

^jNt^For cases from federal courts:

The date on which the United States Court of Appeals decided my case 
was __------------------------------

J><^No petition for rehearing was timely filed in my case.

[ ] A timely petition for rehearing was denied by the United States Court of
and a copy of theAppeals on the following date: ------------------

order denying rehearing appears at Appendix

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted
to and including----------
in Application No. __ A

(date)(date) on

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1254(1).

[ ] For cases from state courts:
s-

The date on which the highest state court decided my case wai 
A copy of that decision appears at Appendix Tjafe- .

[ ] A timely petition for rehearing was thereafter denied on the following date: 
______________________, and a copy of the order denying rehearing
appears at Appendix

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted
to and including------
Application No.__ A

(date) in(date) on

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1257(a).



CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS INVOLVED

JX BerfJ-'GtSsOtoOS 7V£
QsKsZ? FTF— /-/?F fp Ttf- BajT~ (*>t/~TZS

-fo p&ff£e>5 T& -Sfc uP4sJ?

QWST&OTU^ ftoSj/teoGlX 0* ^
772-cjS/- Coop, -[/. hl&i ObL 7" & f~* 3<JPC 3W Cl ^

0(J<£)- CplA. /a/ 4£>/6&Z&/VC£ TO - J?\SJ^- P&ocjSJP>

/Fk£>&QS)T &F C-Ii/tT P&odtDcfcE. St/ajO
' £i> ^/77f £ ? Ba?P P&rteS

/QwP

Comp*-

C8)



STATEMENT OF THE CASE
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REASONS FOR GRANTING THE PETITION
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CONCLUSION

The petition for a writ of certiorari should be granted.

Respectfully submitted,
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