
 

No. ________ 
(CAPITAL CASE) 

 
 

IN THE 

Supreme Court of the United States 
     

 
 

ARTHUR LEE BURTON, 
 

Petitioner, 
v. 

 
STATE OF TEXAS  

 
Respondent. 

     
 
 

On Petition for a Writ of Certiorari to the 
Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas 

     
 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS 
     

 
 

 
 Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 39, the Petitioner, ARTHUR BURTON 

LEE, by and through his pro-bono counsel, request that the Court grant him leave 

to proceed in forma pauperis.  In support of this Motion, the Petitioner avers that:  

1. Petitioner is unable to afford the cost of representation in this matter; 

undersigned counsel represent Petitioner pro bono.  Pursuant to Rule 39(1), 

Petitioner’s declaration is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

2. Petitioner was first appointed counsel on August 11, 1997, in the state 

trial court proceedings on the basis that he was “too poor to employ counsel.”  

Petitioner sought leave to proceed in forma pauperis (1) in Case No. 4:10-cv-01314 



 

in the Southern District of Texas, which leave was granted; (2) in Case No. 12-

70021 in the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, which leave was 

granted; and (3) before this Court in Case No. 13-9591, in which it appears the 

petition was denied prior to any ruling on the motion for leave to proceed in forma 

pauperis.   

 WHEREFORE, the petitioner, ARTHUR LEE BURTON, by and through 

undersigned counsel, respectfully requests that he be allowed to proceed in forma 

pauperis without payment of filing fees or service of notice fees, and for such other 

relief as the Court deems just and proper.   

 
 
Dated:  August 3, 2024 By /s/ Steven J Wells 

Steven J. Wells  
Counsel of Record 
Member, Supreme Court Bar 
 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
Steven J. Wells 
wells.steve@dorsey.com 
Kathryn A. Johnson  
johnson.kate@dorsey.com 

50 South Sixth Street, Suite 1500 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone:  (612) 340-2600 
Facsimile:  (612) 340-2868 
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