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Before Stewart, Graves, and Oldham, Circuit Judges.
Per Curiam:

Larry D. Ford has filed in this court a pro se petition for a writ of 

mandamus and a motion requesting leave to file his mandamus petition in 

forma pauperis (IFP). The motion for leave to proceed IFP is GRANTED.

The instant mandamus petition relates to a civil action Ford filed in 

September 2021. Ford’s civil action sought monetary damages for the acts 

and omissions of six defendants in providing care for his mother, Doris Jean 

Ford, who passed away in April 2018. By way of an order dated June 30, 
2022, the district court dismissed Ford’s claims as to defendant Ana L. 
Leech, M.D., based on a determination that the claims were barred by the 

applicable two-year statute of limitations. On September 8,2022, the district 
court dismissed Ford’s claims against the remaining defendants, without
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prejudice, for want of prosecution. The district court determined that the 

remaining defendants had not made an appearance in the case and that 
service had never been perfected.

Ford subsequently moved for leave to file an amended complaint, 
which the district court denied. This court dismissed, for lack of jurisdiction, 
Ford’s appeal from the order denying leave to amend. Ford v. Mem’l 
Hermann Greater Heights Hosp., No. 22-20566 (5th Cir. Nov. 22, 2022) 

(unpublished order).

In his mandamus petition, Ford contends that the defendants were 

properly served but that they failed to respond, in violation of the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure. He seeks an order directing the district court to 

allow his case to proceed and to grant him leave to amend his complaint.

“Mandamus is an extraordinary remedy that should be granted only 

in the clearest and most compelling cases.” In re Willy, 831 F.2d 545, 549 

(5th Cir. 1987). A party seeking mandamus relief must show both that he has 

no other adequate means to obtain the requested relief and that he has a 

“clear and indisputable” right to the writ. Id. (internal quotation marks and 

citation omitted). “Where an interest can be vindicated through direct 
appeal after a final judgment, this court will ordinarily not grant a writ of 

mandamus.” Campanioni v. Barr, 962 F.2d 461,464 (5th Cir. 1992).

In essence, Ford’s mandamus petition seeks to challenge the dismissal 
of his civil action. However, Ford had an available appellate remedy, but 
failed to properly pursue it. He may not now resort to the extraordinary 

remedy of mandamus, which does not substitute for an appeal. See Willy, 831 

F.2d at 549.

The petition for a writ of mandamus is DENIED. To the extent that 
Ford seeks damages, costs, and pre-judgment interest, his requests are 

DENIED.

A True Copy
Certified order issued Dec 11, 20232

dwte W. QcMjtik.
Clerk, U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit
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APPENDIX A

(Chronological Facts)

2018201720162015
!

Murdered 
April 13,2018

Memorial Hermann Hospice 
Brook Hollow Nursing Home 
lethal Dosages o( Morphine

Blunt Force Trauma 
Neglect of Memorial Hermann 
and Memorial Herman Hospice 
Ft admitted to ER with pneumonia

Brook Hollow 

Nursing Home
Blunt Force Trauma 
Starvation - Dehydration 
Rushed by ambulance to 
Memorial Hermann's ER 
NEXT DOOR

"she fell out of bed" was their response, "she fell oul of bed" was their response. "she fell out of bed" was their response.

Blunt Force Trauma 
Sutures applied to head

IMemorial
Hermann

Nursing staff mistakenly 
treated her as DNR for 8-10 hrs. over 8 hrs. No DNR status

' neglected nutrition and hydration

ER again allow pt to suffer Again ER mistaldngly waited 
for over 8 hrs. Thought Mrs. Ford 
was a DNR

ER St X3 for the year! I

i

!Feeding tube (Peg tube)
Or. Garcia release her before 
stabilizing. Learned later that he 
was also director of Brook Hollow 
Nursing Home

Memorial
Hermann
Hospital

PL intubated and placed on 
life support
PL was again released before ' 
recovery or Improvement

Treated and released from ER. 
No medication administered.

Gross neglect of nutrition
hydration. No baths, hygiene. < Memorial Hermann Hospice continued 
Contracted Urinary Infection to blame poor nutrition on Brook Hollow 

and back and forth. Another urinary tract 
infection and mouth infection.

Memorial
Hermann
Hospice

. Rushed to ER again.

Vital Sign3 2 days before murder 
Heart rata 78 
Oxygen 98%
Blood Pressure 135/89 
Temp. 97
Blood Glucose 130
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BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA AND CONTUSIONS

Two Severe Subdural Hematomas
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Houston Mayor: 
Sylvester TurnerFirst Lady:

Mrs. Doris Jean Ford

Pastor:
Or. Leon Ford

Severe Subdural Hematomas
Mrs. Doris Jean Ford

.iFull Facial Subdural HematomasMrs. Doris Jean Ford

[>■ jgLrn
Severe Head Contusions

Mrs. Doris Jean Ford

AIri
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MfftKZWAS PATIENTS' RIGHTS

Our facility cares lor all patients, regardless of race, creed, sirs, national origin, religion, disability, or economic status.
As a patient in out facility, you have the right to be treated with digmty and respect, to participate in the development and 
implementation of your plan of care, and to make informed decisions regarding your cate. You havelhe right to have your pain 
appropriately assessed and managed, and ta have your care and treatment provided in a setting that is safe, which affords privacy, 
and which is free of ait forms of abuse or harassment.
You tor your legally authorired representative! will be asked by your physician to give voluntary find Informed consent before any 
medical procedure, You have the right to know who will perform (he protedure, and what its risks, benefits, and alternatives are, I! 
you are asked to voluntarily participate m clinical research, that research cun begin only after appropriate informed consent has 
been given,
You have the right to determine who may visit you without restr iction based on race, color, oattonal orgin. religion, sen, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or disability.
You should expect at! persons involved in your care to identify themselves by name and title. They should explain to you the nature 
and purpose of the procedures to be preformed. You have the right to communicate with all who are involved in your care; 
reasonable effort will be made to overcome language tier tiers.
You.hava the right to be free from the use of any form of restraints, including physical restraints and drugs that are not medrcalty 
necessary.
You have the right to have protective services offered to you, for example, guardianship, or child or adult protective services 
through county agencies.
You have the right to prepare advance direcrives (medical decision -mailing tools that assist you to communicate ycur wishes 
regarding medical treatment in the event you cannot communicate with your physician!. b>Texas, you can cempfete four kinds of 
advance directives: 1! a directive to yout physician which allows you to decline or request aggressive medical treatment when you 
have a terminal or irreversible condition; ?1 a Medical Power of Attorney which allows you to appoint an individual to make medical 
decisions for you if you are incapable of doing so; 3) a ditective which allows you to decline cardiopulmonary resuscitation ICPR! and 
other treatment by emergency medical personnel and other health care providers outside of the hospital and in the hospital 
emergency room and outpatient departments; and 41 a directive that describes the types of menial health treatment you would or 
would not like to receive at a time when vet, cimnot communicate your wishes.
Our facility is committed to providing quality health care ro our patients in accordance with the prevailing standards of medical 
ears and State and Federal laws We maintain written policies or. the advance directives fisted above.These policies do not require 
a physician to provide or perform procedures which are rot in accordance with prevailing standatds of medical care, or which the 
physician deems inappropriate in a particular clinical sotting (medica-ty futile! Although medically futile treatment is not provided, 
our patients continue to receive care to provide comfort and pain ref of. tin accordance with Texas law, tf brain death is 
pronounced, artificial life support is removed.!
We will provide advance directive forms to you at yout request. Ou- facility also ohers our patients, their families, and surrogate 
decision makers an opportunity to meet with our ethics committuc to discuss difficult questions regarding end of life care and 
other complex medical issues, Please contact your nurse if you need advance ilrrei.tive forms, o' if you would like to speak with 
someone from the ethics committee
You have the right to confidentiality of your clinical record, and to chtoining information contained m your record within a 
reasonable time frame.
If your physician decides that you should be transferred to anotboi facility, you will be moved only after you have received a 
complete explanation of the need for transfer and of the alternatives of transfer. The receiving fagiliiy must agree to the transfer 
before it occurs.
You hove the tight to receive an itemized bill unless you have voliint.uity waived ire right under a special billing agreement.
You have the right to register compln nts about cam Of treatment through the hospital s Patient Relations Department, anti to 
receive a timely response to those complaints
For patients who hove not yel reached the ago of majority, these rights are exercised by the patient's parent or legal guardian.
You have the rigid to register complaints about care or treatment and receive a response to those complaints hy informing 
your direct care giver, management, or hy roritacling the hospital^ Pstieril Rotations Departmem.
Outside agencies that may be contacted to register complaints are tried below.

The Joint Ccmmiss-on 
One Renaissance Blvtl.
Oakbreck Terraco. !L 6018"
1800 994-6610 Email: cnrnniainKlyfOmtr.ommission.crg

Texas Dept, nf State Health Services 
1100 West 49th Street 
Austin, Texas 78756 
1 886-973-0022

\E PATIENT'S RIGHTS: i acknmvludge reciept of a statemsnt of U;e "Pune1" Rights"
_____ I
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