
No. 23A806 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

IN THE 
 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 

RUSSELL WILLIAM TUCKER 
Petitioner, 

 
v. 

 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

Respondent. 
 

____________________________________ 
 

On Petition for a Writ of Certiorari  
To the Supreme Court of North Carolina 

 
____________________________________ 

 
MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS  

____________________________________ 
 

 
 Petitioner, Russell William Tucker, by and through his undersigned counsel, 

asks for leave to file the attached Petition for a Writ of Certiorari to the Supreme 

Court of North Carolina without repayment of fees and costs, and to proceed in 

forma pauperis, pursuant to Rule 39 of the Rules of this Court. 

 Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 7A-451, the state courts appointed counsel for 

Mr. Tucker, who is indigent.  The order appointing counsel is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. 

 Respectfully submitted, this the 13th day of May 2024. 
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Gretchen M. Engel 
Executive Director 
Center for Death Penalty Litigation 
3326 Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd. 
Bldg. D, Suite 201 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 
(919) 956-9545 
gretchen@cdpl.org  
 
Counsel of Record 

  



EXHIBIT A 





No. 23A806 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

IN THE 
 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 

RUSSELL WILLIAM TUCKER 
Petitioner, 

 
v. 

 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

Respondent. 
 

____________________________________ 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Motion was served electronically 
upon Special Deputy Attorney General Danielle Marquis Elder, North Carolina 
Department of Justice, Post Office Box 629, Raleigh, North Carolina, 27602, by first-
class mail, postage prepaid, and was electronically served upon the same at 
dmarquis@ncdoj.gov. 

 
This the 13th day of May 2024. 

 
 
      

      Gretchen M. Engel 
Executive Director 
Center for Death Penalty Litigation 
3326 Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd. 
Bldg. D, Suite 201 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 
(919) 956-9545 
gretchen@cdpl.org  
 
Counsel of Record 




