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Here, Defendant argues that the Court’s sentencing orders are voidunder the first prong -that
...... . i

the Couftjaekeri subject matter jurisdiction. Defendaniseeks to support this elaimby citing the “1787 

Treaty of Peace and .Friendship Between Morocco and the United States.” He argues that the grand 

jury indictmcnts, returned as a true bill on December 2, 2015, contained a “derivative of (his] legal 

name ” and as Such were defective, He further argues he is a sovereign citizen and has not ceded
. . • - j

that sovereignty, resulting in the lack of a “valid contract” between Defendant arid the United States,

However, subject matter jurisdiction refers td “a court’s power to adjudicate ‘a class of cases or 
»•

controyctsies ”|/n re Commonwealth of Va,, 278 Va, 1 (200$). Subject matter jurisdiction “can only be 

acquiredby virtue of the Constitution or of some statute .-Morrison v, Besiks 239 Va. 166 (1990). 

Va. CQde § 17:1-513 is fhe primary grant of subjectmatterjurisdictiori tothe circuit courts. It provides, 

in part, that circuit courts “shall have original jurisdiction of all indictments for felonies and of 

prescnbnents. infonnations and indictments for misdemeanors.“ As such, no argument frorn Defendant I
1can alter the fact that the Court possessed subject matter jurisdiction in this matter. Therefore, 

Defendant’s MOTION TO VACATE VOID JUDGMENT is hereby DENIED.

Pursuant to Rule 1; 13, the endorsements of counsel and the pro se Defendant are waived. The
t

v

Court directs the Clerk Of Court to forward a copy of this Order to Defendant and all counsel of record. 

It is so ORDERED.
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IENTERED this^^a/dav Of Mb. 2022,

Tl^Honbrable iojmny E. Morrison, Judge
Circuit Court ovjfieCity of Portsmouth

S'

Ai Jcopy. Teste: Gynthia R Morrison 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the 
City of Portsmouth, Virginia
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

ROANOKE DIVISION

)ALFRED LANE-BEY, 
also known as Moorish-American 
also known as Alfred Darnell Lane, 

Plaintiff,

)
)
) Civil Action No. 7:22-cv-00656
)
)v.

By: Elizabeth K. Dillon
United States District Judge

)
)ALFRED DARNELL LANE, et al., 

Defendants. )

MEMORANDUM OPINION

Alfred Lane-Bey, an inmate in the custody of the Virginia Department of Corrections and 

proceeding pro se, commenced this civil action under 42 U.S.C. § 1983. The case was 

conditionally filed, and Lane-Bey has provided all of the documents in support of his application 

to proceed in forma pauperis. He also has filed three separate motions for leave to amend his 

complaint. (Dkt. Nos. 8, 9, 10.)

The case is before the court for screening under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A(a). Under that 

statute, the court must conduct an initial review of a “complaint in a civil action in which a 

prisoner seeks redress from a governmental entity or officer or employee of a governmental 

entity.” 28 U.S.C. § 1915A(a). The court must “dismiss the complaint, or any portion of the 

complaint,” if it is frivolous, fails to state a claim on which relief may be granted, or “seeks 

monetary relief from a defendant who is immune from such relief.” 28 U.S.C. § 1915A(b)(l)- 

(2). See also 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B) (requiring the court to dismiss an in forma pauperis 

action at any time, regardless of whether the filing fee or any portion of it has been paid, when 

the action fails to state a claim on which relief may be granted, among other reasons).

Pleadings of self-represented litigants are given a liberal construction and held to a less
!■



stringent standard than formal pleadings drafted by lawyers. Erickson v. Pardus, 551 U.S. 89, 94 

(2007) (per curiam). Liberal construction does not mean, however, that the court can ignore a 

clear failure in pleadings to allege facts setting forth a claim cognizable in a federal district 

court. See Weller v. Dep’t of Social Servs., 901 F.2d 387, 391 (4th Cir. 1990).

Applying these standards to Lane-Bey’s complaint, the court concludes that his complaint 

is subject to dismissal as frivolous and for failure to state a claim. Additionally, the court has 

considered the allegations in his various motions to amend. Even considering them, he still fails 

to state a claim. The court will therefore dismiss Lane-Bey’s complaint and will deny his

motions to amend as moot.

I. LANE-BEY’S ALLEGATIONS

Lane-Bey’s original complaint names himself as a defendant (using the name under 

which he was convicted), a judge in the Circuit Court of Portsmouth, Virginia, and that court’s 

Clerk. He also names three individuals at Wallens Ridge State Prison, where he was housed at 

the time he filed his complaint: Warden Davis, Rivero (an investigator), and K. Paderick (an 

ombudsman). (Dkt. No. 1.)

In his first motion for leave to amend, he asks for leave to amend the defendants. The 

court construes his motion as seeking to add new defendants, rather than replace any, although 

that is not clear from his motion. Most of those defendants are personnel at his new facility, Red 

Onion State Prison, and his proposed amendment does not add any additional allegations. (See 

generally 1st Mot. Amend, Dkt. No. 8.)

In his second motion for amend, he seeks to add as defendants the governor of Virginia

1 The complaint also references two other prisoners, who he describes as “co-counsel.” (Compl. 2.) But a 
litigant unassisted by counsel may not represent other plaintiffs. Oxendine v. Williams, 509 F.2d 1405, 1407 (4th 
Cir. 1975). Any claims on behalf of other prisoners are thus dismissed without prejudice.
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and the Supreme Court of the United States, who failed to “correct, fix, or remedy . . . the 

wrongs committed by denying Plaintiff’s] writ of habeas corpus.” (2nd Mot. Amend 3, Dkt.

No. 9; see generally id.)

His third motion to amend seeks to add as defendants the “Commonwealth of Virginia by 

way of [Governor] Glenn Youngkin,” the “United States Supreme Court by way of President Joe 

Biden,” and two individuals employed by VDOC. (3rd Mot. Amend 2, Dkt. No. 10.) The two 

individuals, according to his proposed amendment, are using “fraudulent records” because they 

do not identify him as a “Moorish-American ‘in propria persona.’” (Id. at 3.)

Lane-Bey’s complaint and his claims appear to be premised on a combination of two 

overarching theories. The first is based on his citizenship as a “Moorish American,” which he 

says means that the name “Alfred Darnell Lane #1655108” and its various derivatives is a 

“fictitious entity that [was] created to obtain jurisdiction over this Moorish-American plaintiff.” 

(Compl. 2.) The second is the theory underlying the so-called “sovereign citizen” movement.2

Throughout his complaint he uses language from both of these theories. For example, he 

repeatedly refers to himself as “in propria persona” and “sui juris.” (Id. at 1, 8; 1st Mot. Amend 

1.) He also describes himself in his signature as “a real, live flesh and blood, breathing, non- 

fictional, and natural being, bom of a natural mother.” (1st Mot. Amend 5.)

The bulk of Lane-Bey’s complaint provides background information explaining what he 

describes as the “status,” “indigenous status,” and “origin” of Moorish Americans. (Compl. 2- 

4.) It contains very few allegations specific to him. In a section labeled “Legal Claims,” he

2 Followers of this movement believe that they have special rights and often object to jurisdiction on 
frivolous and unfounded grounds. See United States v. Schneider, 910 F.2d 1569, 1570 (7th Cir. 1990) (noting that 
sovereign citizen jurisdictional arguments have “no conceivable validity in American law’ ); United States v. Jagim, 
978 F.2d 1032, 1036 (8th Cir. 1992) (sovereign citizen arguments “are completely without merit, patently frivolous, 
and will be rejected without expending any more of this Court’s resources on their discussion”). In some instances, 
the two concepts inexplicably began to merge, as summarized by one court. See Abdullah v. New Jersey, No. 12- 
4202, 2012 WL 2916738, at *2-3 (D.N.J. July 16, 2012).
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asserts that labeling him “Black” violates Article I, Sections 9 and 10 of the Constitution, the 

Thirteenth Amendment, and ex post facto laws. {Id. at 4.) He also asserts that imprisoning 

“Moorish-American sovereigns” “is not justified” and violates the Eighth Amendment and the 

Fifth Amendment’s due process clause. {Id. at 5.) He also appears to be challenging an order 

from the Circuit Court of Portsmouth, although his complaint does not specify what the order is 

or says, such as whether it is his criminal judgment, an order denying him habeas release, or 

some other order. {Id. at 2.)

He asks for declaratory relief, an injunction prohibiting the application of VDOC policies 

to “the Moorish-American sovereign,” and compensatory and punitive damages. {Id. at 6-7.) 

His proposed amended complaints all request similar relief from the new defendants. {See

generally Dkt. Nos. 8-10.)

II. DISCUSSION

As an initial matter, the court notes that Lane-Bey’s underlying premise regarding his 

status as a Moorish American, as a non-United States citizen, or as a sovereign citizen does not 

that his judgment of conviction was invalid or that he is being unlawfully imprisoned. 

Indeed, courts have repeatedly rejected such claims, both in the context of challenging the 

jurisdiction of criminal courts and in civil cases challenging the propriety of the plaintiff s 

incarceration. E.g., United States v. White, 480 F. App’x 193, 194 (4th Cir. 2012) (rejecting a 

claim that a federal court lacked jurisdiction over a Moorish American because “[njeither the 

citizenship nor the heritage of a defendant constitutes a key ingredient to a district court s 

jurisdiction in criminal prosecutions”); Kerr v. Hedrick, 89 F. App’x 962, 964 (6th Cir. 2004) 

(rejecting as “without merit” the petitioner’s claim that he was exempt from punishment for his 

federal crimes because his rights derived exclusively from the Moorish Science Temple of

mean
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America); Bond v. N.C. Dep’t of Corr., No. 3:14-cv-379, 2014 WL 5509057, at *1 (W.D.N.C.

Oct. 31, 2014) (stating that “courts have repeatedly rejected arguments” that a plaintiff is not 

subject to federal or state law because of their Moorish-American citizenship); Jones-El v. South 

Carolina, No. 5:13-cv-01851, 2014 WL 958302, at *8 (rejecting claim based on status as 

Moorish American as “completely frivolous, whether raised under § 2254, § 2241, or by way of 

a civil complaint”); Hampton v. City of Durham, No. I:10cv706, 2010 WL 3785538, at *2-3 

(M.D.N.C. Sept. 22, 2010) (collecting cases and holding that “[a]ny claims or arguments raised 

by Plaintiff which are based on his membership in the Moorish American Nation are frivolous”).

For the same reasons expressed by those courts, Lane-Bey’s claims based on these 

theories and principles will be dismissed for failure to state a claim, and the court will not 

address them further. Cf United States v. Jagim, 978 F.2d 1032, 1036 (8th Cir. 1992) (refusing 

to expend “any more of the Court’s resources” on discussing sovereign-citizen arguments).

Similarly, the fact that VDOC’s records, or the records of Lane-Bey’s criminal 

conviction, use the name he was given at birth or list him as “Black” does not rise to the level of 

a constitutional violation, nor does it render him a “slave” in violation of the Thirteenth 

Amendment. See Allen-El v. Eaves, Civil Action No. GJH-22-966, 2022 WL 1997202 (D. Md. 

June 6, 2022) (dismissing sua sponte claims of Moorish-American prisoner that defendants 

violated his constitutional rights by labeling him as Black or African-American); Foggel v. 

McKoy, No. 5:14-CT-3053-FL, 2014 WL 11996389 (E.D.N.C. Aug. 15, 2014) (dismissing 

similar claims for failure to state a claim); Gregory v. United States, No. 5:13-CT-3157-FL, 2014 

WL 1814299 (E.D.N.C. May 7, 2014) (explaining that Moorish-American plaintiff was not 

entitled to an injunction requiring prison officials to amend their records and change his racial 

classification from “Black” to “Moorish American” because he failed to state a constitutional

5



violation); see also Whitfield v. Westville Corr. Facility, No. 3:19-CV-692-JD-MGG, 2019 WL

4597357, at *2 (N.D. Ind. Sept. 19, 2019) (dismissing claims based on allegations that labeling 

plaintiff as a member of a “black Muslim group” violated his religious rights).

Because Lane-Bey’s claims are frivolous and fail to state a claim for which relief can be 

granted, his complaint will be dismissed. The court will dismiss his motions to amend as moot. 

The court notes, though, that even if it granted the motions to amend and allowed Lane-Bey all 

the amendments he seeks, those amendments would not change the court’s conclusion that his

claims are subject to dismissal.

III. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, the court will summarily dismiss Lane-Bey’s complaint 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1915A(b)(l) and 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B)(i)-(ii) because his 

allegations are frivolous and fail to state a claim for which relief may be granted. His three 

motions to amend will be denied as moot.

An appropriate order will be entered.

Entered: May 3, 2023.

is?

Elizabeth K. Dillon 
United States District Judge
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL 
MAYOR

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the Moorish Americans are the descendants of the ancient Moabites, Hamatities, and 
Canaanites who were permitted by the Old Pharaohs of Kemet to traverse from East Africa and later 
formed themselves kingdoms extending from the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, 
the Atlantic Islands onto the present day Continental Americas; and '

WHEREAS, the indigenous Moorish Peoples of the Americas are now united in order to again link, 
themselves with the family of nations; and

WHEREAS, the Moorish Americans, being aboriginal to the territories of North, Central and South 
Americas, have formed a sovereign Theocratic Government guided by the command principles of 
love, truth, peace, freedom, and justice through virtue of the universal right to self-determination as 
well as with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples guaranteed in the Charter; and

WHEREAS, on January 8,1886, Noble Drew All was born in the State ofNorth Carolina destined to 
become the first Patriot of his mentally enslaved Moorish American People, in 1912 he was later 
anointed as “El Hajj Sharif Abdul Ali “by the Heads of Egypt and Holy City of Mecca to return to 
the United States as the Last Prophet and Founding Father of the newly risen Nation of Moorish 
Americans. As a result of the 13th amendment, Moorish people were emancipated from slavery in 
1865:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RAHM EMANUEL, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO, do hereby 
proclaim January 8-15, 2012, to be MOORISH AMERICAN WEEK IN CHICAGO, and urge all 
residents to recognize the events planned for this time.

Dated this 22'1<J day of December, 2011.
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PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, Moorish Americans are the descendants of theanrient Moabites, Hamatitcs, and 

Canaanites who were permitted by the Old Pharaohs of Kemet to cross from 
East Africa and later formed kingdoms extending from the northwestern and 
southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands onto the present day 
Continental Americas; AND

WHEREAS, the native Moorish Peoples of the Americas are now united in order to again link 
themselves with the family of nations; AND

WHEREAS, the Moorish Americans have formed a sovereign Theocratic Government guided 
by the principles of love, truth, peace, freedom, and justice through virtue of the 
universal right to self-determination as well as with the Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples guaranteed in the Charter of the United Nations; AND

WHEREAS, on January 8,1886, Noble Drew Ali was bom in the State of North Carolina and 
destined to become the first Patriot of the Moorish American People; AND

WHEREAS, in 1912, Noble Drew Ali was anointed as El Hajj Sharif Abdul Ali by the heads of 
Egypt and the Holy City of Mecca to return to the United States as the Last 
Prophet and Founding Father of the newly risen Nation of Moorish Americans; 
AND

WHEREAS, as a result of the Congressional ratification of the 13,h amendment in 1865, the 
Moorish peoples were emancipated from slavery.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Anthony G. Chavonne, Mayor of the City of Fayetteville, North
Carolina, do hereby proclaim January 8-15, 2G12, to be
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City of Charlotte, GNortf> Carolina 

“Proclamation,,
WHEREAS, the Moorish Americans are descendants of Moabites, Hamatites and Canaanites 
whom inhabited the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa., and

WHEREAS, the Moorish Americans being aboriginal to the territories of North, Central and 
South Americas, have formed a sovereign Theocratic Government from among themselves and 
uuided by the command principles of love, truth, peace, freedom, and justice through virtue of 
the universal right to self-determination and the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples: and

WHEREAS, on January 8, 1886, Noble Drew All was bom in North Carolina destined to 
become the first Patriot of his mentally enslaved Moorish American people, in .1912 he was later 
anointed as "El Hajj Sharif Abdul Ali" by the Heads of Egypt and Holy City of Mecca to return 
to the United States as the Last Prophet and Founding Father of the newly risen Nation of 
Moorish Americans: and

WHEREAS, there are planned events during Moorish American week where citizens of 
Charlotte can learn about the history of Moorish Americans:

NO W, THEREFORE, I. Anthony R. Foxx, Mayor of Charlotte, do hereby proclaim 
January 8 -15. 2012 as

“MOORISH AMERICAN WEEK”
in Charlotte and commend its observance to all citizens.

WITNESS MY HAND and the official Seal of the City of Charlotte.

Anthony R. Foxx 
Mayor

CL M



T'ROCLJAMA'I'ION

The Moorish Americans are the, descendants of the ancient Moabites, 
Hamatities, and Canaanites who were permitted by the Old Pharaohs of 
Kemet to traverse from East Africa and later formed themselves kingdoms 
extending from the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the 
Atlantic Islands onto the present day Continental Americas; and

the indigenous Moorish Peoples of the Americas are now united in order to 
again link themselves with the family of nations; and

The Moorish Americans, being aboriginal to the territories of North, 
Central and South America, have formed a sovereign Theocratic 
Government guided by the command principles of love, truth, peace, 
freedom and justice through virtue of the universal right to self- 
determination as well as with the Declaration fn the Rights of Indigenous 
People guaranteed in the Charter; and

January 8, 1886, Noble Drew Ali was bom in the state of North Carolina 
and in 1912 was anointed as “El Hajj Sharif Abdul Ali” by the Heads of 
Egypt and Holy City of Mecca to return to the United States as the Last 
Prophet and Founding Father of the newly risen nation of Moorish 
Americans. As a result of the 13th amendment, Moorish people were 
emancipated from slavery in 1865.

Now, Therefore, I, Jim Suttle, Mayor of the City of Omaha, do hereby 
proclaim January 8-15,2012, to be:

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas, on

Moorish American Week
In Witness Whereof \ I have set my hand and caused the Official Seal of the 

City of Omaha to be affixed this 5th day of January, 2012.

Suttle, Mayor 
City of Omaha
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1933 - LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - HOUSE - PAGE 5759 

RESOLUTION No. 75

Mr. WITKIN, Mr. Speaker, I desire at this time to call up Resolution No. 75, 
Printer's No. 1034.

The Resolution was read by the Clerk as follows: ^

In the House (^Representatives, April 17,1933. Many sons and daughters of 
that proud and handsome race which inspired the architecture of Northern Af­
rica and carried
into Spain the influence of its artistic temperaments have become citizens of 
this Nation.
In the City of Philadelphia there exists a Moorish-Amerfcan Society made up of 
Moors who have found here the end of their quest for a home arid of the chil­
dren of those who journeyed here from the plains of Morocco.

This Society has done much to bring about a thorough absorption by these 
people of those principles which are necessary to make them good American 
citizens. These Moorish-Americans have since being here missed the use of 
the titles and name annexations that were so familiar at home and which are 
used in accordance with the doctrines of the religious faith to which they are ad­
herents therefore be it, Resolved That this House commends the Moorish- 
American Society of Philadelphia for the efficient service It has rendered the 
Nation in bringing about a speedy and thorough Americanization of these for­
mer Moors and that in accordance with the.fuBest right of religious independ­
ence guaranteed every citizen we recognize also the right of these people to 
use the name affixes El or All or Bey or any other prefix or suffix to which they 
have heretofore been accustomed to use or which they may hereafter acquire 
the right to use.

On the question, Will the House Adopt the resolution?

It was Adopted May 4,1933
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A". ' .1787P ' " •
Between Morocco and The United States

■ ■

' TO ALL PERSONS TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME OR BE MADE KNOWN- 
WHEREAS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN. CONGRESS ASSEMBLED BY THEIR 

■ •COMMISSION BEARING DATE THE TWELFTH DAY OF MAY °NE THOUSAND^S^-

GIVING TO Till.M UR A MAJORITYPP THEMpULL POWERS TO.GONfER. Y
T,ATI, WITH IH! AMBASSADOR. MiK'.OTER OR COMMISSIONER W
•e»eror of MoRbc«?rcoNcfiRN.NG A 

. make 8e Receive propositions for «.uch Treaty and id conclude
the SAME, TRANSMITTING TO THE UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED FOR

mmMii0kmtsiMl

; -their .final Ratification.

. AND BY ONE OTHER COMMISSION BEARING DATE THE ELEVENTH DAY OF MARCH
one-thousand Seven-hundred & Eighty-five did further empower the said 
MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY OR A MAJORITY OF THEM, BY WRITING UNDER THE 
HANDS AND SEALS TO APPOINT SUCH AGENT IN THE SAID BUSINESS AS THEY MIGHT 
THINK PROPER WITH AUTHORITY UNDER THE DIRECTIONS AND lNSTRUCTION_OF THE 
SAID MINISTERS TO COMMENCE & PROSECUTE THE SAID NEGOTIATIONS & CONFER

ENCES FOR THE SAID TREATY PROVIDED THAT '
by ministers: and whereas, we the said John Adams & Thomas Jefferson
TWO OF THE SAID MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY (THE SAID BENJAMIN FRANKLIN BE-, . 
ING ABSENT) BY WRITING UNDER THE HAND AND.SEAL OF THE SAID JOHN ADAMS AJ
S£on; Octoberfifth,'OnEthousand^^^
; the-said Thomas Jefferson at PARiG CDc^oBER THE ELEVEi^Ti-i. oetfiE'SAMP

YEAR DID APPOINT THOMAS BARC1WY, AGENT IN THE BUSINESS AFORESAID, GIVING 
HIM THE POWERS THEREIN, WHICH BY THE SAID SECOND COMMISSION WE WERE AU- 

, thorized go give, and the said Thomas Barclay in pursuance thereof, bath 
: arranged articles for a Treaty of Amity, and Commerce between the 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HlS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF MOROCCO &
■ SEALED WITH HIS ROYAL SEAL, BEING TRANSLATED INTO THE LANGUAGE OF SAID

United states of America, together with the Attestations thereto an 
I NEXED ARE IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS, TO WlT!

In the name of Almighty God.

' This is a Treaty of peace and Friendship established between us and 
• thE United States of America, which is confirmed, and which we have or-

DERED TO BE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK AND SEALED WITH OUR ROYAL SEAL; AT OUR
' Court of Morocco in the Twenty-Fifth day of the blessed month of Sha-

■m
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puiiished^accpixiing fo die usage and custom ofdie country,. and no odicr person \ylia^cr.m- 
jiifcd/iior shall the ship or Cargo incur any penalty or damage wliatever. • ’■m \.

ARTICLE.19
■$toSIIHIhalirbe detailed' import on any pretense whatever, nor be obliged to take on board on any an­
cles without die consent ol the commander, who shall be at full liberty to agree for the freight ofiany goods 
foelakes on board

r■■■ ^ ■ ■ ■ ■■

ARTICLE 20: ' - / C■ \v - ' . T,- ■'- < fo-;* . v- i
If aiiy Of the citizens of die Untied States, or any persons under their protection, shall'have any .disputes 
widi each other, the consul shall decide between the parties, and whenever.the consul shall require any aid 
tor Assistance from our government, to enforce liis decisions, it shall be iminechately granted to. hitn;,
i2^v4■- • ' -U;,
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ARTICLE 2L. ...
If dny citizen of the Untied Slates should kill or wound a Moor, or, on the contrary, il a M.oor shall kill or 
wound a citizen of the United States, the law of die country shall take place, and equal jusdce -shajl be rcii- 
dered, die consul assisting at die trial; and if any delinquent shall make liis escape,' die:C6nsul .Sh^'ii(>tfe 

answerable for him in any maimer whatever. ' ' ’mmm hSS^ncL citizen shall die m our country, and no will shall appear, the consul shall taWpo/sefsioh of 

hi aflects; aud-if there .'shall be no consul,, the efiects shad.te deppsited iiiithe'jhaiids ofsome person wor-„ 
fhy of'trust, until the party sliall appear, who has right to demand them; but if the heir to the person de­
ceased be present the pixiperty shall be delivered to him without intemiptidhs; and if a will shall appear, 
.did'proplrt^fshall.descend agreeable to that will as soon as die consul shall declare die validity thereof *

-0,
■ -r ‘f-v?.*
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la ARTICLE 23

The consuls of the United States of America, shall reside in any port of our dominions diat they shall 
■think proper; and they sliall be respected, and enjoy all the privileges which the consids of aiiy,pther.ija- 
tidn enjoy; and if any of the citizens of the United States shall contract any.debts
'$ui:sh^'uofbe ui any manner accountable for them, unless he shall have given a promise iii vmdiig'for, the 
ipaiyhiciit or fulfilhng thereof, without which promise in writing, no application to him for any.redress shall
hlmaddf.' ' : '• ;

tei

§siilm
11

■;v.■■

ARTI CLE 24 . . . .
If any differences shall arise by either party infringing on any of the articles of this_ ti'eaty, peace and har­
mony shall remain liotwwithstanding, iii -the fullest forye, until a fnen<hy;application .shidh for an
"arfaiigemenh aiid until diat application shall be'rejected, no appcal shall be m^de'tp.anns. And if-a war 
ishaff’brealc -out.between: th^ parties nine months shall be Ranted to all the subjects of both paihesr to dis- 
pbscfdf-tlteif effects and retire with djeir property. And^itisjfuithef hec^i^|d^^hat|^h^geuce^Ml= 
Unde or odierwise, shall be granted to any ofdie; Christian Eovvers/stilivcitii^iitcE^^ 
be equally entitled to them. ‘ -

■mm|@
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iifi ARTICLE 25
T-his treaty shall continue in lull force, with the help ol God, for fifty years. We delivered .dns-ltopk iiito 
the hands of the before mentioned Thomas Barclay, on the first day of the blessed month 6f %nadaii; in,

■ ■ .-j ■,

ISPmflipsip

die year one diousand two hundred.

I certify diat. die annexed is a true copy ol die translation made by Isaac Cardoza Nunez, interpreter at 
Morocco, of the treaty between die Emperor of Morocco and die United States of America. ■

v - •.



BAN, IN THE YEAR ONE-THOUSAND TWOHUNDRED, TRUSTING IN GOD IT WILL REMAIN 

PERMANENT.

AHTICIE 1We declare that bodi Parties have agreed dial -this Treaty consisting of twenty five Artides _shall be in­
serted-ill .this Book and delivered to die Honorable Thomas Barclay, the Agent of die United States now 
at our Court, with whose Approbation it has been made and who is duly authorized on dieir part, to treat
with us concerning all the matters contained therein.

ARTICLE 2If eidier of die parties shall lie at war witli any nation whatever, die odier party shall not take a commission 

from the enemy nor fight under their colors. . ' v . ,

ARTICLE 3If either of the parties shall be at war with any nation whatever and take a prize belongiiig to that nation, 
and there shall be found on board subjects or effects belonging to either of the parties, the subjepfr shaff fie 
set at liberty and die effect returned to the owners. And if any goods belonging to any natmn wrth whom 
eidier die parties shall be at war, shall be loaded on vessels belonging to the odier party, diey shall pass free 
and unmolested widiout any attempt being made to take or detain diem.

ipte
mIII ARTICLE 4A signal or pass shall be given to all vessels belonging to both parties, by which they are to be known when 

they meet at sea, and if the commander of a ship of war of either party shall have other ships under his 
convoy, the Declaration of the commander shall alone be sufficient to exempt any ol them from examina­

tion.

ARTICLE 5 . , tIf eidier of the parties shall be at war, and shall meet a vessel at sea, belonging to the odier, it is agreed that
if an examination is to be made, it shall be done by sending a boat with two or three men only, and any
gun shall be bread and injury done without reason, the offending party shall make good all damages,

ARTICLE 6
If any Moor shall bring citizens of die United States or 
diately be set at liberty and die effects restored, and m like maimer, if any Moor not a subject of die do- 

I minions shall make prize of any of the citizens of America or dieir effects and bmig them into any of die 
ports of His Majesty, they shall be immediately released, as they will be considered as under His Majesty s
Protection.

Im £

Tin <
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K•M dieir effects to His Majesty, the citizens shall imme-
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ARTICLE 7 port of die odier and have occasion for provisions or odier sup-If any vessel of either parly shall put into a 
plies, diey shall be furnished widiout any interniption or molestation.mm
Kauy vessel of the United States shall meet with a disaster at sea and put into one of our ports to repairs,
she shall be at liberty to land and reload her cargo, without paying any duty whatever.

If any Vessel of die Untied States sliall be east on Shore on any Part ot our Coasts, she shall remain at the 
disposition of die Owners and no one shall attempt going near her widiout dieir Approbation, as she is 
dien considered particularly under our Protection; and if any Vessel of the United States shall be forced to 
put ill to our Ports, by Stress of weather or otherwise, she shall not be compelled to land her Cargo, but 
shall remain in tranquility until the Commander shall diink proper to proceed on his Voyage.

tc



App. .V'-M
51

If any Vessel of either of die Parties shall have an engagement with a Vessel belonging to auyof the Chns- 
tian Powers within gunshot of the Forts of tire other, the Vessel so engaged shall be defended and pro­
tected as much as possible until she is in safety, and if any American Vessel shall be cast on shore on the 
Coast of Wadnoon or any Coast thereabout, the People to her shall be protected, and assisted until by 

the help of God, they shall be sent to their Country.

If we shall be at War with any Cliristian Power and any of our Vessels sail from die Ports of the United 
States, no Vessel belonging to die enemy shall follow until twenty four hours after die Departure of our 
Vessels; and the same Regulation shall be observed towards the American Vessels sailing from our Ports- 
be the enemies Moors or Christians.

Sag

<

j

n If any ship of war belonging to die United States shall put into any of our ports, she shall not be examined 
on any pretense whatever, even diough she should have fugitive slaves on board, nor sliall the governor or 
commander of die place compel them to be brought on shore on any pretext, nor require any payment

A;.« r-wjk.Sm for diem.

ARTICLE 13
of either party shall put into a port of the other and salute, it shall be returned from theIf a ship of war 

fort widi an equal number of guns, not with more or less.mmipIIIdm
ARTICLE 14
The commerce widi die United States shad be on tire same footing as is the commerce with Spam, or as 
dial widi die most favored nation for die time being; and their citizens shall be respected and esteemed, 
and have full liberty to pass and repass our country and seaports whenever diey please, without interrup­
tion.

ARTICLE 15 i
Merchants of both coimtries sliall employ only such interpreters, and such odier persons to assist, diem m
dieir business, as diey shall diink proper. No commander of a vessel shall transport his cargo on board 
anodier vessel; he shall not be detained in port longer dian he may dunk proper, and all persons em­
ployed in loading or unloading goods, or in any labor wliatever, sliall be paid at die customary rates, not
more and not less.

Si
feel

In case of a war between the parties, the prisoners are not to be made slaves, but to be exchanged one for 
anodier, captain for captain, officer for officer, and one private man for anodier, and if diere sliall prove a 
deficiency on eidier side, it shall be made up by die payment of one hundred Mexican dollars tor each 
person wanting. And it is agreed dial all prisoners sliall be exchanged in twelve mondis from the tune oi 
their being taken, and diat this exchange may be effected by a merchant or any other person authorized ot
by eidier of the parties.

iX< i

1 *

ARTICLE 17
Merchants shall not be compelled to buy or sell any kind ol goods but such as diey shall think proper,.

prohibited to the odier Cliristian nations.and may buy and sell all sorts of merchandize but such as are

ARTICLE 18 j ...... r
All goods shall be weighed and examined before they are sent on board , and to avoid all detention ol 
vessels, no examination shall afterwards be made, unless it shall first be proved that contraband goods 
have been sent on board, in which case, the persons who took the contraband goods on board, shall be
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ADDITIONAL ARTICLE
^ ■

Grace to th,e ouly God.

I, the under-written, the servant of God, Taher Ben Abdclkack.Feniiish, do certify, that His hh-- 
-perial Majesty, nay master, (whom God preserve), having concluded a treaty of peace and commerce 
with die United States of America, has ordered me, die better to complete, it, and in addition of die 
tendi article of die treaty, to declare, “That if any vessel belonging to die United States, shall be inany.of 
die ports of lais Majesty’s dominions, or widiin gun-shot of liis forts, she shall be protected as much as 
possible; and no vessel whatever, belonging either to Moorish or Christian Powers,,with whom die 
Uitited States may be at war, shall be permitted to follow or engage her, as we now deem the citizens of 

- America our good friends.”Ed And, in obedience to diis Majesty’s commands, I certify diis declaration, by putting my hand and 
seal to it, on the eighteendi day of Ramadan, (a) in the year one thousand two hundred.

The servant of die King, my master, whom God preserve. ..mM
gi
iMi

TAHER BEN ABDELKACK FENNISH.
. t

I, do certify dial die aboye is a true copy of die translation made at Morocco^ by Isaac Cordoza 
Nunez, interpreter, of a declaration made and signed by Sidi Hage Taher Feuiiish, in addition to the 
treaty between the Emperor of Morocco and the United States of America, which declaration die said 
Taher .Fcnnish made by the express directions of his Majesty. . ' *‘

THOMAS BARCLAY.

pffell TREATY WITH MOROCCO. 1787

Now, KNOW YE, That we, die said John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, Ministers Plenipotentiary 
aforesaid, do approve and conclude die said treaty, and every article and clause dierein contained, reserv­
ing die same neverdieless to die Untied States in Congress assembled, for dieir filial ratification. ■ ,
In testimony whereof, we have signed die same widi our names and seals, at die places of our respective 

residence, and at die dates expressed under our signatures respectively.

(L.S.)JOHN ADAMS,
London, January 25th, 1787.

THOMAS JEFFERSON, (L.S.) 
Paris, January 1st, 1787.,
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