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~ Here; Defendant arg’ues that the Cotivt’s sentencing.orders are void-under the first prong ~ that
the. Courl Iacked subject matter jurisdiction. Defendant seeks to support this claim’ by citing the “1787
Treaty ‘of Peace and Friendship B»iween Moroceo and thie Umted States™ He argues that the grand
jury indictments, returned as & trié bill on Decermber 2, 2015, contained a *‘d:ri;atiye of [his] Tegal
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Court directs the Clerk of Court to forward a copy-of this Order to Dcfendan! and all munscl of record.

Itis so ORDERED.

ENTERED this. 2 £ day of May, 2022.

Jopr “Y E Momson, Judg_c i
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

ROANOKE DIVISION
ALFRED LANE-BEY, )
also known as Moorish-American )
also known as Alfred Darnell Lane, )
Plaintiff, ) Civil Action No. 7:22-cv-00656
)
V. )
) By: Elizabeth K. Dillon
ALFRED DARNELL LANE, et al., ) United States District Judge
Defendants. ) '

MEMORANDUM OPINION

Alfred Lane-Bey, an inmate in the custody of the Virginia Department of Corrections and
proceeding pro se, commenced this civil action under 42 U.S.C. § 1983. The case was
conditionally filed, and Lane-Bey has provided all of the documents in support of his application
to proceed in forma pauperis. He also has filed three separate motions for leave to amend his
complaint. (Dkt. Nos. 8,9, 10.)

The case is before the court for screening under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A(a). Under that
statute, the court must conduct an initial review of a “complaint in a civil action in which a
prisoner seeks redress from a governmental entity or officer or employee of a governmental
entity.” 28 U.S.C. § 1915A(a). The court must “dismiss the complaint, or any portion of the
complaint,” if it is frivolous, fails to state a claim on which relief may be granted, or “seeks
monetary relief from a defendant who is immune from such relief.” 28 U.S.C. § 1915A(b)(1)-
(2). See also 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B) (requiring the court to dismiss an in forma pauperis
action at any time, regardless of whether the filing fee or any portion of it has been paid, when
the action fails to state a claim on which relief may be granted, among other reasons).

Pleadings of self-represented litigants are given a liberal construction and held to a less
/.



stringent standard than formal pleadings drafted by lawyers. Erickson v.. Pardus, 551 U.S. 89, 94
(2007) (per curiam). Liberal construction does not mean, however, that the court can ignore a
clear failure in pleadings to allege facts setting forth a claim cognizable in a federal district

court. See Weller v. Dep’t of Social Servs., 901 F.2d 387, 391 (4th Cir. 1990).

Applying these standards to Lane-Bey’s complaint, the court concludes that his complaint
is subject to dismissal as frivolous and for failure to state a claim. Additionally, the court has
considered the allegations in his various motions to amend. Even considering them, he still fails
to state a claim. The court will tﬁerefore dismiss Lane-Bey’s complaint and will deny his
motions to amend as moot.

1. LANE-BEY’S ALLEGATIONS'

Lane-Bey’s original complaint names himself as a defendant (using the name under
which he was convicted), a judge in the Circuit Court of Portsmouth, Virginia, and that court’s
Clerk. He also names three individuals at Wallens Ridge State Prison, where he was housed at
the time he filed his complaint: Warden Davis, Rivero (an investigator), and K. Paderick (an
ombudsman). (Dkt. No. 1.)

In his first motion for leave to amend, he asks for leave to amend the defendants. The
court construes his motion as seeking to add new defendants, rather than replace any, although
that is not clear from his motion. Most of those defendants are personnel at his new facility, Red
Onion State Prison, and his proposed amendment does not add any additional allegations. (See
generally 1st Mot. Amend, Dkt. No. 8.)

In his second motion for amend, he seeks to add as defendants the governor of Virginia

! The complaint also references two other prisoners, who he describes as “co-counsel.” (Compl. 2.) Buta
litigant unassisted by counsel may not represent other plaintiffs. Oxendine v. Williams, 509 F.2d 1405, 1407 (4th
Cir. 1975). Any claims on behalf of other prisoners are thus dismissed without prejudice.



and the Supreme Court of the United States, who failed to “correct, fix, or remedy . . . the
wrongs committed by denying Plaintiff]’s] writ of habeas corpus.” (2nd Mot. Amend 3, Dkt.
No. 9; see generally id.)

His third motion to amend seeks to add as defendants the “Commonwealth of Virginia by
way of [Governor] Glenn Youngkin,” the “United States Supreme Court by way of President J oe
Biden,” and two individuals employed by VDOC. (3rd Mot. Amend 2, Dkt. No. 10.) The two
individuals, according to his proposed amendment, are using “fraudulent records” because they
do not identify him as a “Moorish-American ‘in propria persona.”” (/d. at 3.)

Lane-Bey’s complaint and his claims appear to be premised on a combination of two
overarching theories. The first is based on his citizenship as a “Moorish American,” which he
says means that the name “Alfred Darnell Lane #1655108” and its various derivatives is é
“fictitious entity that [was] created to obtain jurisdiction over this Moorish-American plaintiff.”
(Compl. 2.) The second is the theory underlying the so-called “sovereign citizen” movement.?

Throughout his complaint he uses language from both of these theories. For example, he
repeatedly refers to himself as “in propria persona” and “sui juris.” (/d. at 1, &; 1st Mot. Amend
1.) He also describes himself in his signature as “a real, live flesh and blood, breathing, non-
fictional, and natural being, born of a natural mother.” (1st Mot. Amend 5.)

The bulk of Lane-Bey’s complaint provides background information explaining what he
describes as the “status,” “indigenous status,” and “origin” of Moorish Americans. (Compl. 2—

4.) It contains very few allegations specific to him. In a section labeled “Legal Claims,” he

2 Pollowers of this movement believe that they have special rights and often object to jurisdiction on
frivolous and unfounded grounds. See United States v. Schneider, 910 F.2d 1569, 1570 (7th Cir. 1990) (noting that
sovereign citizen jurisdictional arguments have “no conceivable validity in American law”); United States v. Jagim,
978 F.2d 1032, 1036 (8th Cir. 1992) (sovereign citizen arguments “are completely without merit, patently frivolous,
and will be rejected without expending any more of this Court’s resources on their discussion”). In some instances,
the two concepts inexplicably began to merge, as summarized by one court. See Abdullah v. New Jersey, No. 12—
4202, 2012 WL 2916738, at *2-3 (D.N.J. July 16, 2012). :



asserts that labeling him “Black” violates Article I, Sections 9 and 10 of the Constitution, the
Thirteenth Amendment, and ex post facto laws. (/d. at 4.) He also asserts that imprisoning
“Moorish-American sovereigns” “is not justified” and violates the Fighth Amendment and the
Fifth Amendment’s due process clause. (/d. at 5.) He also appears to be challenging an order
from the Circuit Court of Portsmouth, although his complaint does not specify what the order is
or says, such as whether it is his criminal judgment, an order denying him habeas release, or
some other order. (/d. at2.)

He asks for declaratory relief, an injunction prohibiting the application of VDOC policies
to “the Moorish-American sovereign,” and compensatory and punitive damages. (/d. at 6-7.)
His proposed amended complaints all request similar relief from the new defendants. (See
generally Dkt. Nos. 8-10.)

II. DISCUSSION

As an initial matter, the court notes that Lane-Bey’s underlying prerhise regarding his
status as a Moorish American, as a non-United States citizen, or as a sovereign citizen does not
mean that his judgment of conviction was invalid or that he is being unlawfully imprisoned.
Indeed, courts have repeatedly rejected such claims, both in the context of challenging the
jurisdiction of criminal courts and in civil cases challenging the propriety of the plaintiff’s
incarceration. E.g., United States v. White, 480 F. App’x 193, 194 (4th Cir. 2012) (rejecting a
claim that a federal court lacked jurisdiction over a Moorish American because “[n]either the
citizenship nor the heritage of a defendant constitutes a key ingredient to a district court’s
jurisdiction in criminal prosecutions”); Kerr v. Hedrick, 89 F. App’x 962, 964 (6th Cir. 2004)
(rejecting as “without merit” the petitioner’s claim that he was exempt from punishment for his

federal crimes because his rights derived exclusively from the Moorish Science Temple of



America); Bond v. N.C. Dep’t of Corr., No. 3:14-cv-379, 2014 WL 5509057, at *1 (W.D.N.C.
Oct. 31, 2014) (stating that “courts have repeatedly rejected arguments” that a plaintiff is not
subject to federal or state law because of their Moorish-American citizenship); Jones-El v. South
Carolina, No. 5:13-cv-01851, 2014 WL 958302, at *8 (rejecting claim based on status as
Moorish American as “completely frivolous, whether raised under § 2254, § 2241, or by way of
a civil complaint™); Hampton v. City of Durham, No. 1:10cv706, 2010 WL 3785538, at *2-3
(M.D.N.C. Sept. 22, 2010) (collecting cases and holding that “[a]ny claims or arguments raised
by Plaintiff which are based on his membership in the Moorish American Nation are frivolous™).
For the same reasons expressed by those courts, Lane-Bey’s claims based on these
theories and principles will be dismissed for failure to state a claim, and the court will not
address them further. Cf. United States v. Jagim, 978 F.2d 1032, 1036 (8th Cir. 1992) (refusing
to expend “any more of the Court’s resources” on discussing sovereign-citizen arguments).
Similarly, the fact that VDOC’s records, or the records of Lane-Bey’s criminal
conviction, use the name he was given at birth or list him as “Black” does not rise to the level of
a constitutional violation, nor does it render him a “slave” in violation of the Thirteenth
Amendment. See Allen-Elv. Eaves, Civil Action No. GJH-22-966, 2022 WL 1997202 (D. Md.
June 6, 20225 (dismissing sua sponte claims of Moorish-American prisoner that defendants
violated his constitutional rights by labeling him as Black or African-American); Foggel v.
McKoy, No. 5:14-CT-3053-FL, 2014 WL 11996389 (E.D.N.C. Aug. 15, 2014) (dismissing
similar claims for failure to state a claim); Gregory v. United States, No. 5:13-CT-3157-FL, 2014
WL 1814299 (E.D.N.C. May 7, 2014) (explaining that Moorish-American plaintiff was ﬁot
entitled to an injunction requiring prison officials to amend their records and change his racial

classification from “Black” to “Moorish American” because he failed to state a constitutional



violation); see also Whitfield v. Westville Corr. Facility, No. 3:19-CV-692-JD-MGG, 2019 WL
4597357, at *2 (N.D. Ind. Sept. 19, 2019) (dismissing claims based on allegations that labeling
plaintiff as a member of a “black Muslim group” violated his religious rights).

Because Lane-Bey’s claims are frivolous and fail to state a claim for which relief can be
granted, his complaint will be dismissed. The court will dismiss his motions to amend as moot.
The court notes, though, that even if it granted the motions to amend and allowed Lane-Bey all
the amendments he seeks, those amendments would not change the court’s qonclusion that his
claims are subject to dismissal.

1. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, the court will summarily dismiss Lane-Bey’s complaint
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1915A(b)(1) and 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B)(1)—(ii) because his

allegations are frivolous and fail to state a claim for which relief may be granted. His three

motions to amend will be denied as moot.

An appropriate order will be entered.
Entered: May 3, 2023.

Elizabeth K. Dillon
United States District Judge
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGO

RAHM EMANUEL
MAYOR )

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the Moorish Americans are the descendants of the ancient Moabites, Hamatities, and
Canaanites who were permitted by the Old Pharaohs of Kemet to traverse from East Africa and later
formed themselves kingdoms extending from the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa.
- the Atlantic Islands onto the present day Continental Americas; and

WHEREAS, the indigenous Moorish Peoples of the Americas are now umted in order to dgam link..
themselves with the family of nations; and :

WHEREAS, the Moorish Americans, being aboriginal to the territories of North, Central and South

Americas, have formed a sovereign Theocratic Government guided by the command principles of

love, truth, peace, freedom, and justice through virtue of the universal right to self-determination as '
“well as with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples guaranteed in the Charter; and

WHEREAS, on January 8, 1886, Noble Drew Ali was born in the State of North Carolina destined to
become the first Patriot of his mentally enslaved Moorish American People. in 1912 he was later
anointed as “El Hajj Sharif Abdul Ali “by the Heads of Egypt and Holy City of Mecca to return to
the United States as the Last Prophet and Founding Father of the newly risen Nation of Moorish

Amencans As a result of the 13" amendment, Moonsh people were emanc1pated from slavery in
1865:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RAHM EMANUEL, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO, do hereby
proclaim January 8-15, 2012, to be MOORISH AMERICAN WEEK IN CHICAGO and urge all
residents to recognize the events planned for this time.

Dated this 22" day of December, 2011.

Appondix
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WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

- WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

PROCLAMATION
Mootish Americans are the descendants of the ancient Moabites, Hamatites, and
Canaanites who were permitted by the Old Pharaohs of Kemet to cross from
East Africa and later formed kingdoms extending from the northwestern and
southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands onto the present day
Continental Americas; AND ' :

the native Moorish Peoples of the Americas are now united in order to again link
themselves with the family of nations; AND '

the Moorish Americans have formed a sovereign Theocratic Government guided
by the principles of love, tuth, peace, freedom, and justice through virtue of the
universal right to self-determination as well as with the Declaration-on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples guaranteed in the Charter of the United Nations; AND

on January 8, 1886, Noble Drew Ali was born in the State of North Carolina and
destined to become the first Patriot of the Moorish American People; AND

in 1912, Noble Drew Ali was anoiated as El Hajj Sharif Abdul Ali by the heads of
Egypt and the Holy City of Mecca to return to the United States as the Last

Prophet and Founding Father of the newly risen Nation of Moorish Americans;
AND

as a result of the Congressional ratification of the 13" amendment in 1865, the
Moorish peoples were emancipated from slavery.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Anthony G. Chavonne, Mayor of the City of Fayetteville, North
Carolina, do hereby proclaim January 8-15, 2012, to be : '

MOORISH AMERICAN WEEK

. A.nr_hon'y G. Chavonne i
Mayor
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City of CRarlotte, North Carolina
“Proclamation

WHEREAS. the Moorish Americans are descendants of Moabites, Hamatites and Canaanites .
whom inhabited the northwestern and southwestern shores of Alffica; and

WHEREAS, the Moorish Americans being aboriginal to the territories of North, Central and
South Americas, have formed a sovereign Theacratic Government from among themselves and
guided by the command principles of love, truth, peace, freedom, and justice through virtue of
the universal right to self~determination and the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples: and ' ‘

WHEREAS. on January 8, 1886, Noble Drew Ali was born in North Carolina destined 10
hecoine the first Patriot of his mentally enslaved Moorish American people, in ] 912 he was later
anointed as ~F) Hajj Sharif Abdul Al by the Heads of Egypt and Holy City of Mecca to return
to the United Siates as thé Last Propliet and Founding Father of the newly risen Nation of '
Moorish Americans: and

WHEREAS. there are planned events during Moorish American week where citizens of
Charlotte can learn about the history of Moorish Americans:

NOW, THEREFORE, 1. Anthony R. Foxx, Mayor of Charlotte, do hereby proclaim
January 8 -15. 2012 as

“MOORISH AMERICAN WEEK”
in Charloute and commend its obse'r\'ar.xce 1o all citizens. v

WITNESS MY HAND and the official Seal of the City of Charlotte. -

Anthony R. Foxx :
Mayor

Appendix



PROCLAMATION

Whereas, The Moorish Americans are the. descendants of the ancient Moabites,
: Hamatities, and Canaanites who were permitted by the Old Pharaohs of
Kemet to traverse from East Africa and later formed themselves kingdoms
extending from the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the

Atlantic Islands onto the present day Continental Americas; and ‘

' Whereas, the indigenous Moorish Peoples of the Americas are now united in order to
again link themselves with the family of nations; and

Whereas, The Moorish Americans, being aboriginal to the territories of North,

‘ Central and South America, have formed a sovereign Theocratic
Government guided by the command principles of love, truth, peace,
freedom and justice through virtue of the universal right to self-
determination as well as with the Declaration fii the Rights of Indigenous
People guaranteed in the Charter; and ‘

Whereas, on January 8, 1886, Noble Drew Ali was born in the state of North Carolina
: _ and in 1912 was anointed as “El Hajj Sharif Abdul Ali” by the Heads of
Egypt and Holy City of Mecca to return to the United States as the Last
Prophet and Founding Father of the newly risen nation of Moorish
Americans.- As a result of the 13® amendment, Moorish people were
emancipated from slavery in 1865. :

Now, ATherefore, I, Jim Suttle, Mayor of the City of Omaha, do hereby
: ' proclaim January 8-15, 2012, to be: :

Moorish American Week

In Witness Whereof, I have set my hand and caused the Official Seal of the
City of Omaha to be affixed this 5" day of January, 2012.

ey,

Suttle, Mayor
City of Omaha
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1933 - LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL -~ HOUSE - PAGE 5758
RESOLUTION No 75

Mr. WITKIN, Mr. Speaker, | desire at this time to call up Resolution No. 75,
Printer's No. 1034, )

The Resolution was read by the Clerk as follows:

In the House of Representatives, April 17, 1933, Many sons and daughters of
that proud and handsome race which inspired the architecture of Northern Af-
rica and carried

into Spain the influence of its artistic temperamenbs have become citizens of
this Nation.

In the City of Philadeiphia thers exists a Moorish-American Soclety made up of
Moors who have found here the end of their quest for a home and of the chil-
dren of those who joumeyed here from the plains of Morocco.

This Society has done much to bring about a thorough absorption by these
people of those principles which are necessary to make them good American
citizens. These Moorish-Americans have since being here missed the use of

the tittes and name annexations that were so familiar at home and which are

used in accordance with the doctrines of the religious faith to which they are ad-
herents: therefore be it, Resoived That this House commends the Moorish-
American Society of Philadelphia for the efficient service It has rendered the
Nation in bringing about a speedy and thorough Americanization of these for-
mer Moors and that in accordance with the_fullest right of religious independ-
ence guaranteed every citizen we recognize also the right of these people to
use the name affixes E! or All or Bey or any other prefix or suffix to which they
have heretofore been accustomed to use or which they may hereafter acquire
the right to use.

On the question, Will the House Adopt the resolution?
It was Adopted May 4,1933 '
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- “JAMIN FRANKLIN AND THOMAS JEFFERSON THEIR MlNlSTERS PLENIP "'TE
: '::".-'Z;GNTNS TO THEM OR A MAJOR!TY OF THEM FULL. POWERS To;, '-ONFER

. THE SAME, TRANSMITTING TO THE UNITED STATES IN Co _..GR ,-Ss ASSE B ED FOF
;?THEIR FlNAL RATIF!CATION '

1. :BY MINISTERS! AND WHEREAS, WE THE SAID JOHN ADAMS & THOMAS. JEFEE
4| TWO OF THE SAID MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY {THE SAID E BENJAMIN, FRANKLIN BE-
NG ABSENT) BY WRITING UNDER THE HAND AND SEAL OF THE SAID JOHA

'_lN THE' NAME OF" ALMIGHTY GOD. :

4 - THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, -WHICH 1S CONFIRMED AND- WHICH ¥
- DERED TO BE WRITTEN IN THE BOOK AND SEALED WITH OUR RO‘.{A. _SEAA .\ s
COURT OF MORocco IN THE TWENTY—FIFTH DAY OF THE BLESSED MONTH OF SHA—

To ALL PERSONS TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME GR BE- MADE KN@.{ g
WHEREAS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN. CONGRESS | ASSEMBLED BY THEiR.. o
*COMMISSION BEARING DATE THE TWELFTH DAY OF MAY ONE THOUSAND,;. SEVEN- -
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR THOUGHT PROPER TO CONSTITUTE JOHN: ADAMS B N

IATE WITH THE AMBASSADOR MINISTER OR- COMMISS]ONE. oF: Hig MAJE
_'«,EM‘PEROR "OF MOROCCO CONCERNING A TREATY OF. AMlTY AND. CoM!
IMAKE & RECENE 'PROPOSITIONS FOR SUCH. TREATY AND:T' =

‘ _AND BY ONE OTHER COMMISSION BEARING DATE THE ELEVENTH DAY OF MARCH .
ONE-THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED & EIGHTY-FIVE DID FURTHER EMPOWER THE SAID

|  MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY OR A MAJORITY OF THEM, BY WRITING UNDER THE.,I ,
l| " HANDS AND SEALS TO APPOINT SUCH AGENT IN THE SAID BUSINESS AS THEY MIGHT

* THINK PROPER WITH AUTHORITY UNDER THE DIRECTIONS AND INSTRUCTION. OF THE. -
o SAID MINISTERS TO COMMENCE & PROSECUTE THE SAID. NEGOTIATIONS. &.,CONEER— -

" .ENCES FOR THE SAlD TREATY PROVIDED THAT THE SAID T REATY SHOULDB

ONDON,. “OCTOBER FIFTH, ONE-THOUSAND ‘SEVEN-HUNDRED ANI

Il SF TiiE SAID THOMAS JEFFERSON AT PARIS OCTOBER THE ELEVE NTH OF THE

VEAR, DID APPOINT THOMAS BARCLAY, AGENT IN THE BUSINESS AFORESAID, GIVING ,
HIM THE POWERS THEREIN, WHICH BY THE SAID SECOND COMM‘SSION WE WERE AU" S

§| - THORIZED GO GIVE, AND THE SAID THOMAS BARCLAY [N PURSUANCE THEREOF BATH
" ARRANGED ARTICLES FOR A TREATY' OF AMITY. AND “COMMERCE BETWEEN THE
“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF ‘MOROGCO:&,

' SEALED WITH HIS ROYAL SEAL, BEING TRANSLATED INTO. THE LANGUAGE ©F :lvaf"Z:i;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, TOGETHER WITH THE ATTESTATlONS THER :
',NEXED ARE IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS, TO WIT!

| THis 15 A TREATY OF PEACE AND FRlENDSHIP '::STAB-':SHED BETWEEN U
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any’ citi; : ey
wound a c1117cu of the Umtcd Statcs th(, law of the country shall take place and cqual Jusuc sh
d_ qd rhe comul aasxstmg at the trial; and if any delinquent shall make his cscapc, thc consul

| ARTICLE: 23 :

Al The consuls of the United States of America, shall reside in any port of our-domnuon that-
3 dunk proper; and they shall be respected, and enjoy all the privileges which. the. Consuls of aJ
' e uJoy, and 1f any oi the citizens.of the United. States shall. contract any debts or: cngagemcms

ot be in any mariner accountdblc for-them; unless he. shall have given a promis A g
1LOT ulﬁllmg thercof thhout whlch prormse 1 wntmg, o, apphcanon to’ hxrn'tor any:réd

ARTICLE 24
| If any dxﬂercxlces shall arise by either party infringing on any of the arucles of thls
ony shall remain’ uotwthhstandmg, inthe fullest force; untll a frnendly a ph al

4rratigement; aild until that apphcatxou shall be rqected uo “app. al*shall |
ak pt betweeu the* arues mne mouths shall , gmnted
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il ARTICLE 25
{ ThlS lreaty shall continue in full force, with the help of God, for fifty 3 years We dehvercd
thc handb of the before mentionied Thomas Barclay, on the first day of the blessed month o
: 'lhc year one thousand two hundred.
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I cemiy that the annexed is a truc copy of the translation made by Isaac Cardoza Nuncz, uxtcrprctcr at
Morocco, of the treaty bctween the Emperor of Morocco aud the U mted Statcs of" Amerlca. .
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App®

| BAN, IN THE YEAR ONETHOUSAND TWO-HUNDRED, TRUSTING IN: quzjf_le .wii;l__ﬁrz'i\jzim_‘f :
4 rerwanent. | | R
syive |

M| ARTICLE 1 | : SR
| We declare that both Partics have agreed that this Treaty consisting of twenty five Articles ‘shall be in-
al serted’in this Book and delivered to the Honorabl¢ Thomas Barclay, the Agent of the United States now

SR8 ‘a1 our Court, with whose Approbation it has been made asid who is duly.authorized on their part; to treat
S| with us concerning all the matters contained therein. . @ ¢ L e -

K2]| If ither of the partics shall be at war with any hation whatever, the other-party shall not take a commission’
ViNE: from the ellxiémj%ilqr’ﬁghtuﬁder:ﬂieir colors. -~ o . B S
If either of the partics shall be at war with any nation whatever and take a-prize bélonging’fto;;tha:tjl_‘-laﬁo'h,
aid there shall be found on board subjects or effects belonging to cither of the parties, the subjects shall be’
set at liberty and the effect returned to the owners. And if any goods belonging to any pation, ‘with whom:

43| ‘either the parties shall be'at war, shall be loaded on vessels belonging to the other party; they shall pass frec:

4| .and unmolested without any attempt being made to take or detain them.” =~ - R
| A signal or pass shall be given to all vessels belonging to both parties, by which they are to-be ‘known when
4| they meet at sea, and if the commander of a ship of war of either party shall bave other ships under-his
‘ 3| convoy, the Declaration of the commander shall alone be sufficient to exempt any of them from examina-
ton. - ' v ' ‘ g Cel ’

i &g 8| LI either of the parties shall be at war, and shall meet a vessel at sea, belonging to the othier, it is agreed that:
Sed 90| if an examination is to be made, it shall be done by sending a boat with two or three men only; and if any
| gun shall be bread and injury done without reason,, the offending party shall make good all damages: " *.

| If any Moor shall bring citizens of the United States or their effects to His ‘Majesty, the citizens shallimme- -
(S| diately be set at liberty and the effécts restored, and in like manner, if any Moor ot a subject, of the do-
8| minions shall make prize of any of the citizens of Aunerica or their effects and bring them into any of the’
2 ports of His Majesty, they shall be immediately released, as they will be considered as under His Majesty’s
|| Protection. : K

4| ARTICLE 7 : _ L T
Al I any vessel of either party shall put into a port of the other and have occasion for provisions or other sups
Zal| plies, they shall be furnished without any interruption or molestation. e T e

31| If any vessel of the United Statés shall meet with a disaster at sea and put into one of our ports to repairs,
| she shall be at liberty to land and reload her cargo, without paying any duty whatever. . R

| If any Vessel of the Untied States shall be cast on Shore on any Part of our Coasts, she shall remaih.at the

8| disposition of the Owners and no one shall attempt going near her without their Approbation; as she is’
2| theni considered particularly under our Protection; and if ariy Vessel of the United States shall be forced to
el put in to our Ports, by Stress of weather or otherwise, she shall not be compelled to-land. her Cargo, but
el shall remain in tranquility until the Commander shall think proper to procced.on his Voyage: =~ . :
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78| ARTICLE 10 , R
h, 2 -. If any Vessel of eithér of the Parties shall have an engagement with a Vessel belonging to any of the Chris-
(ENADY) tian Powers within gunshot of the Forts of the other, the Vessel so engaged shall be defended aid pro-
l% Zll tected as much as possible unl she 15 m safety; and if any American Vessel shall be cast on shore on the.
: xal| Coast of Wadnoon or any Coast thereabout, the People to her shall be' protected, and assisted until by
REBM| the help of God, they shall be sent to their Country. - o I
EA o : R
Rl ARTICLE 1L . S R
r\&-l )| 1f we shall be at War with any Christian Power and any of our Vessels sail from the Ports of the United
E”’!"%’d‘ States, no Vessel belonging to the enemy shall follow until twenty four hours after the Departure of our
' i-\‘;lfzi Vessels; and the same Regulaton shall be observed towards the American Vessels sailing‘fro‘m our Po'rts'—_-'
r_’v‘;_i be the enemies Moors or Christians. : .
4

1 ARTICLE 12
NG

S

o | 11 any ship of war belonging to the United States shall put into any of our ports, she shall not be examined
4| on any pretense whatever, even though she should have fugitive slaves on board, nor shall the governor .or

commander of the place compel them to be brought on shore on any pretext, nor require any payment
s | for them. : : S :

S
)
L}
i

|| ARTICLE 13 o e
Y 2| If a ship of war of either party shall put into a port of the other and salute, it shall be returned from the
‘s 4 fort with an equal number of guns, not with more or less. ' L
#41 The commerce with the United States shall be on the same footing as is the commerce with Spain, or as
that with the most favored nation for the time being; and their citizens shall be respected and esteemed,
g WM 81 and have full liberty to pass and repass our country and seaports whenever they please, without interrup-
1 ton. L o
55| Merchants of both countries shall employ only such interpreters, and such other persons to assist them in
A their business, as they shall think proper. No commander of a vessel shall transport his cargo on board
n\‘ another vessel; he shall not be detained in port longer than he may think proper; and all persons em-

ploy_'ed in loading or unloading goods, or in any labor whatever, shall be paid at the customary, rates, not
more and not less.

¥| ARTICLE 16 : - - '

In case of a war between the parties, the prisoners are not to be made slaves, but to be exchanged one for

2}l another, captain for captau, officer for officer, and one private man for another; and if there shall prove a

| deficiency on either side, it shall be made up by the payment of onc hundred Mexican dollars for each

PI| person wanting. And it is agreed that all prisoners shall be exchanged in twelve months from the time of
their being taken, and that this cxchange may be elfected by a merchant or any other pér{s_onfau&mrized'of

by either of the parties. S R ' ,

ARTICLE 17

Merchants shall not be compelled to buy or scll any kind of goods but such as they shall think proper;.
and may buy and sell all sorts of merchandize but such as are prohibited to the other Christian nations. '

s ARTICLE 18

NI All goods shall be weighed and examined before they are sent on board , and to avoid all detention of
@ Q; » vessels, no examination shall afterwards be made, unless it shall first be pfovcd that contraband goods
4| have been sent on board, in which case, the persons who took the contraband goods on board, shall be:
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@ ADDITIONALARTICLE .~ =« oo
it| Grace to'the only God. - S L S PR S

-1, the uilder_-writtexl, the scrvailt_ of Ged, Tahér B_cxi 'Abdélkﬁck.Fe'lmish, docerhfy, thatHstm-
AR .perial Majesty, my master, (whom God preserve), having concluded -a treaty .of peace and commerce
| with the United States of America, has ordered me, the better to complete, it, and in addition of the

* tenth article of the treaty, to declare, “That if any vessel belonging to the United States, shall be in-any.of
21| " the ports of his Majesty’s dominions, or within gun-shot of his forts, she shall be p,rol‘cctéd'a:s\-»mu'ch s
possible; and no vessel whatever, belonging either to Moorish or Christian Powers, with whom the
United States may be at war, shall be permitted to follow or engage her, as we now deem the citizens of
| + America our good friends.” . ' I

X

And, in obedience to this Majesty’s commands, I certify dxishdeclaml_iou',_ by puttinig my hand and
seal to it, on the eighteenth day of Ramadan, (a) in the year one thousand two hmldred.‘ T
The servant of the King, my master, whom God preserve. : :

TAHER BEN ABDELKACK FENNISH.

1 do ccrﬁfy that the above: is a true copy of the ‘translation miade 'at.A-Mbraccbj by Isaac ﬁC(}r&lc’)za.

Nunez, interpreter, of a declaration made and signed by Sidi Hage Taher Fennish, in addition to the

treaty between the Emperor of Morocco and the United States 6f America, which declaration the-said-
Taher Fennish made by the express directions of his Majesty. IR T

 THOMAS BARCLAY.

» TREATY WITH MOROCCO. 1787

Now, KNOW YE, That we, the said John Adams and "Thomas Jefferson, Ministers ‘Plenipotentiary
aforcesaid, do approve and conclude the said treaty, and every article and clause therein c’oxlltahié(i, reserv-
84| g the same nevertheless to the Untied States in Congress-assembled, for their final ratification.”. o
| In testimony whereof, we have signed the same with our names and seals, at the places of our respective
| residence, and at the dates expressed under our signatures respectively. N

JOHN ADAMS, - - (S)
London, January 25th, 1 787

THOMAS JEFFERSON; - (L.S)
Paris, Janvary Ist; 1787... -
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