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IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Petitioner respectfully prays that a writ of certiorari issue to review the judgment below.

OPINIONS BELOW

[ ] For cases from federal courts:

The opinion of the United States court of appeals, appears at Appendix ^3 
the petition and .is .
[ ] reported at v", /Ltskn/z&r?£(-&/.//>? 7

' [ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[Af^is unpublished.

AUto

; or,

f) toThe opinion of the United States, district court appears at Appendix 
the petition and is . .
[ ] reported at
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 

unpublished.: . -

/I yf/2>y or,

/
[ ] For cases from state courts:

The opinion of .the; highest state court to review the merits appears at 
Appendix A/fa to the petition.and is
[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

courtThe opinion of the_
appears at Appendix to the petition and is

A//l[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[ ] is unpublished.

1.
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JURISDICTION

[ ] For cases from federal courts:

The date on which the United States Court of Appeals decided my case

[ ] No petition for rehearing was timely filed in my case.

[ ] A timely petition for rehearing was denied by the United States Court of
, and a copy of theAppeals on the following date: 

order denying rehearing appears at Appendix
¥

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted 
to and including (date) on (date)
in Application No. *=? A r? -^T

////+
The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1254(1).

[ ] For cases from state courts:

The date on which the highest state court decided my case was 
A copy of that decision appears at Appendix_______. &2A

[ ] A timely petition for rehearing was thereafter denied on the following date: 
_____’__ A//4___ !_____ , and a copy of the order denying rehearing
appears at Appendix

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted
to and including ///d______ (date) on M
Application No. A/fe A ///4 ■

(date) in

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1257(a).'
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CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS INVOLVED
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE
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As an example, if the state trial court ruled against you, the intermediate court 
of appeals affirmed the decision of the trial court, the state supreme court denied 
discretionary review and then denied a timely petition for rehearing, the appen­
dices should appear in the following order:

Appendix A Decision of State Court of Appeals

Appendix B Decision of State Trial Court

Appendix C Decision of State Supreme Court Denying Review

Appendix D Order of State Supreme Court Denying Rehearing

VIII. Table of Authorities

On the page provided, list the cases, statutes, treatises, and articles that you reference
in your petition, and the page number of your petition where each authority appears.

IX. Opinions Below

In the space provided, indicate whether the opinions of the lower courts in your 
have been published, and if so, the citation for the opinion below. For example, opin­
ions of the United States courts of appeals are published in the Federal Reporter. If 
the opinion in your case appears at page 100 of volume 30 of the Federal Reporter, 
Third Series, indicate that the opinion is reported at 30 F. 3d 100. If the opinion has 
been designated for publication but has not yet been published, check the appropriate 

Also-indicate where in the appendix each decision, reported or unreported,

case

space, 
appears.

X. Jurisdiction

The purpose of the jurisdiction section of the petition is to establish the statutory 
for the Court’s jurisdiction and the dates that determine whether the petition 

is timely filed. The form sets out the pertinent statutes for federal and state 
You need provide only the dates of the lower court decisions that establish the timeli­
ness of the petition for a writ of certiorari. If an extension of time within which to 
file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted, you must provide the requested 
information pertaining to the extension. If you seek to have the Court review a deci­
sion of a state court, you must provide the date the highest state court decided your 
case, either by ruling on the merits or denying discretionary review.

XI. Constitutional and Statutory Provisions Involved

Set out verbatim the constitutional provisions, treaties, statutes, ordinances and regu­
lations involved in the case. If the provisions involved are lengthy, provide their cita­
tion and indicate where in the Appendix to the petition the text of the provisions 
appears.

source cases.
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whether on direct appeal or through state or federal collateral proceedings. Below is 
example of the format that should be used for the list:

V. Page Limitation

The petition for a writ of certiorari may not exceed 40 pages excluding the pages that 
precede Page 1 of the form. The documents required to be contained in the appendix 
to the petition do not count toward the page limit. See Rule 33.2(b).

VI. Redaction of Personal Information

Pursuant to Rule 34.6, certain types of personal information should not be included in 
filings. For example, social security numbers and taxpayer identification numbers 
should be redacted so that only the last four digits of the number are included, and the 
names of minor children should be redacted so that only initials are included. In gen­
eral, Rule 34.6 adopts the redaction practices that are applicable to cases in the lower 
federal courts. See, e.g., Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 5.2.

an

VII. Method of Filing

All documents to be filed in this Court must be addressed to the Clerk, Supreme Court 
of the United States, Washington, D. C. 20543 and must be served on opposing parties 
or their counsel in accordance with Rule 29.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FORMS

Motion for Leave to Proceed In Forma Pauperis - Rule 39

A. On the form provided for the motion for leave to proceed in forma pauperis, 
leave the case number blank. The number will be assigned by the Clerk when 
the case is docketed.

B. On the line in the case caption for “petitioner”, type your name. As a pro 
se petitioner, you may represent only yourself. On the line for “respondent”, 
type the name of the opposing party in the lower court. If there are multiple 
respondents, enter the first respondent, as the name appeared on the lower court 
decision, followed by “et al.” to indicate that there are other respondents. The 
additional parties must be listed in the LIST OF PARTIES section of the 
petition.

C. If the lower courts in your case granted you leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris, check the appropriate space and indicate the court or courts that allowed 
you to proceed in forma pauperis. If none of the lower courts granted you 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis, check the block that so indicates.

D. Sign the motion on the signature line.

I.





XII. Statement of the Case

Provide a concise statement of the case containing the facts material to the consider­
ation of the question(s) presented; you should summarize the relevant facts of the 
and the proceedings that took place in the lower courts. You may need to attach 
additional pages, but the statement should be concise and limited to the relevant facts 
of the case.

XIII. Reasons for Granting the Petition

The purpose of this section of the petition is to explain to the Court why it should 
grant certiorari. It is important to read Rule 10 and address what compelling reasons 
exist for the exercise of the Court’s discretionary jurisdiction. Try to show not only 
why the decision of the lower court may be .erroneous, but the national importance of 
having the Supreme Court decide the question involved. It is important to show 
whether the decision of the court that decided your case is in conflict with the decisions 
of another appellate court; the importance of the case not only to you but to others 
similarly situated; and the ways the decision of the lower court in your case was errone- 

You will need to attach' additional pages, but the reasons should be as concise as 
possible, consistent with the purpose of this section of the petition.

XIV. Conclusion

Enter your name and the date that you submit the petition.

XV. Proof of Service

You must serve a copy of your petition on counsel for respondent(s) as required by 
Rule 29. If you serve the petition by first-class mail or by third-party commercial 
carrier, you may use the enclosed proof of service form. If the United States or any 
department, office, agency, officer, or employee thereof is a party, you must serve the 
Solicitor General of the United States, Room 5614, Department of Justice, 950 Pennsyl­
vania Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C. 20530-0001. The lower courts that ruled on your 

not parties and need not be served with a copy of the petition. The proof of 
service may be in the form of a declaration pursuant to 28 U. S. C. § 1746.

case

ous.
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IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Petitioner respectfully prays that a writ of certiorari issue to review the judgment below.

OPINIONS BELOW

[ ] For cases from federal courts:

The opinion of the United States court of appeals, appears at Appendix to
the petition and is
[ ] reported at (hc£a*J v, J or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[rfis unpublished.

The opinion of the United States district court appears at Appendix $ 

the petition and is

[ ] reported at S/ jfjh,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
j/T'is unpublished.:

to

or,

[ ] For cases from state courts:

The opinion of the highest state court to review the merits appears at 
Appendix to the petition,and is
[ ] reported at
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[ ] is unpublished.

; or,

The opinion of the_
appears at Appendix

court
to the petition and is

A//&[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

1.
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July 2019
OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20543

GUIDE FOR PROSPECTIVE INDIGENT PETITIONERS FOR WRITS OF
CERTIORARI

I. Introduction

These instructions and forms are designed to assist petitioners who are proceeding in 
forma pauperis and without the assistance of counsel. A copy of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court, which establish the procedures that must be followed, is also enclosed. 
Be sure to read the following Rules carefully:

Rules 10-14 (Petitioning for certiorari)
Rule 29 (Filing and service on opposing party or counsel)
Rule 30 (Computation and extension of time)
Rules 33.2 and 34 (Preparing pleadings on 8Vz x 11 inch paper)
Rule 39 (Proceedings in forma pauperis)

II. Nature of Supreme Court Review

It is important to note that review in this Court by means of a writ of certiorari is not 
a matter of right, but of judicial discretion. The primary concern of the Supreme 
Court is not to correct errors in lower court decisions, but to decide cases presenting 

of importance beyond the particular facts and parties involved. The Court 
grants and hears argument in only about 1% of the cases that are filed each Term. 
The vast majority of petitions are" simply denied by the Court without comment or 
explanation. The denial of a petition for a writ of certiorari signifies only that the 
Court has chosen not to accept the case for review and does not express the Court’s 
view of the merits of the case.

issues

Every petitioner for a writ of certiorari is advised to read carefully the Considerations 
Governing Review on Certiorari set forth in Rule 10. Important considerations for 
accepting a case for review include the existence of a conflict between the decision of 
which review is sought and a decision of another appellate court on the same issue. 
An important function of the Supreme Court is to resolve disagreements among lower 
courts about specific legal questions. Another consideration is the importance to the 
public of the issue.

III. The Time for Filing

You must file your petition for a writ of certiorari within 90 days from the date of the 
entry of‘the final judgment in the United States court of appeals or highest state 
appellate court or 90 days from the denial of a timely filed petition for rehearing. The 
issuance of a mandate or remittitur, after judgment has been entered has no bearing 

the computation of time and does not extend the time for filing. See Rules 13.1 andon
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CONCLUSION

The petition for a writ of certiorari should be granted.
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