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13,3. £ iling in. the Supreme Court means the actual receipt of paper documents by 
the Clerk; or their deposit in the United States mail, with firstrdass postage prepaid, 
on or before the final date allowed for filing; or their delivery to a third-party commer­
cial carrier, on or before the final date allowed for filing, for delivery to "the Clerk 
within 3 calendar days. See Rule 29.2.

IV. What To Fife

Unless you are an inmate confined in- an institution and not represented by counsel,
file:

—An original and ten copies of a motion for leave to proceed in forma pauperis and 
original and 10 copies of an affidavit or declaration in support thereof. See Rule 39.

—Aii original and 10 copies of a petition for a writ of certiorari with an appendix 
consisting of a copy of the judgment or decree you are asking this Court to review 
including any order on rehearing, and copies of any opinions or orders by any courts or 
administrative agencies that have previously considered your

—One affidavit or declaration showing that all opposing parties or their counsel have 
been served with a copy of the papers filed in this Court. See Rule 29.

If you are an inmate confined in an institution and not represented by counsel, you need 
file only the original of the motion for leave to proceed in forma pauperis, affidavit or 
declaration when needed in-support of the motion for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris. the petition for a writ of certiorari, and proof of service.

If the court below appointed counsel in the current proceeding, no affidavit or declara­
tion is required, but the motion should cite the provision of law under which counsel 
was appointed, or a copy of the order of appointment should be appended to the motion. 
See Rule 39.1.

an

See Rule 14.1(i).case.

The attached forms may be used for the original motion, affidavit or declaration, and 
petition, and should be stapled together in that order. The proof of service should be 
included as a detached sheet, and the form provided may be used.

The Court’s practice is to scan and make available on its website most filings submitted 
by litigants representing themselves. The Court scans petitions, motions to proceed 
in forma pauperis, proofs of service, and the portion of an appendix that includes 
relevant lower court opinions and rulings. While the Court does not scan other por­
tions of an appendix from a pro se litigant, the entire appendix is fully a part of the 
Court’s record and is available to the Justices. s

On the same page, list all cases in other courts that are directly related to the 
this Court. A case is dirrctly related if it arises from the same tidal court case as the 
case in this Court (including the proceedings directly on review in this case), or if it 
challenges the same criminal conviction or sentence as is challenged in this Court,

case m
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whether on direct appeal or through state or federal collateral proceedings. Below is 
an example of the format that should be used for the list:

V, Page Limitation

The petition for a writ of certiorari may not exceed 40 pages excluding the pages that 
precede Page 1 of the form. The documents required to be contained in the appendix 
to the petition do not count toward the page limit See Rule 83.2(b).

VL Redaction of Personal Information

Pursuant to Rule 34.6. certain types of personal information should not be included in 
filings. For example, social securitjr numbers and taxpayer identification numbers 
should be redacted so that only the last four digits of the number are included, and the 
names of minor children should be redacted so that only initials are included. In gen­
eral. Rule 34.6 adopts the redaction practices that are applicable to cases in the lower 
federal courts. See, e.g., Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 5.2.

VI!. Method of Filing

Ail documents to be filed in this Court must be addressed to the Clerk. Supreme Court 
of the United States. Washington, D. C. 20543 and must be served on opposing parties 
or their counsel in accordance with Rule 29.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FORMS

Motion for Leave to Proceed in Forma Pauperis - Rule 39

A. On the form provided for the motion for leave to proceed in forma pauperis. 
leave the case number blank. The number will be assigned by the Clerk when 
the case is docketed.

B. On the fine in the case caption for “petitioner''’, type your name. As a pro 
se petitioner, you may represent only yourself. On the line for “respondent”, 
type the name of the opposing party in the lower court. If there are multiple 
respondents, enter the first respondent, as the name appeared on the lower court 
decision, followed by “et al.” to indicate that there are other respondents. The 
additional parties must be listed in the LIST OF PARTIES section of the 
Detition.
j.

C. If the lower courts in your case granted you leave to proceed in forma, pau­
peris, check the appropriate spac-e and indicate the court or courts that allowed 
you to proceed in forma pauperis. If none of the lower courts granted you 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis, check the block that so indicates.

D. Sign the motion on the signature line.

i.



Additional material
from this filing is 

available in the
Clerk's Office.


