
No. 23- 

____________ 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

____________ 

STEVEN ANTONIUS, AKA SEALED DEFENDANT 1, 
ARGEMIRO ZAPATA-CASTRO, AKA SEALED 

DEFENDANT 1, Petitioners, 

v. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  

Respondent. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS 

 
Petitioners Steven Antonius, AKA Sealed Defendant 1, and 

Argemiro Zapata-Castro, AKA Sealed Defendant 1, respectfully request 

leave to file the attached petition for a writ of certiorari without 

prepayment of costs and to proceed in forma pauperis. 

On November 30, 2018, the United States District Court for the 

Southern District of New York found Petitioner Antonius indigent and 

appointed Jill R. Shellow, Esquire, counsel of record before this Court, 

pursuant to the Criminal Justice Act of 1964, as amended, 18 U.S.C. § 

3006A (“CJA”).  See United States v. Gonzalez, et al., No. 18-CR-601 

(PGG), Minute Entry, Nov. 30, 2018.  Pursuant to the Second Circuit 

Court of Appeals Local Rule 4.1(a), Ms. Shellow’s CJA appointment was 



 
2 

 

continued for prosecuting Mr. Antonius’ appeal in the Court of Appeals. 

See also Fed. R. App 24(a)(3); United States Court of Appeals for the 

Second Circuit Criminal Justice Act Plan, Sec. III(A) (Mar. 9, 2022). 

On November 30, 2018, the United States District Court for the 

Southern District of New York found Petitioner Zapata Castro indigent 

and appointed counsel pursuant to the CJA.  See United States v. 

Gonzalez, et al., No. 18 CR 601 (PGG), Minute Entry, Nov. 30, 2018.  

On October 15, 2021, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals appointed 

Peter J. Tomao, Esquire as successor CJA counsel for Mr. Zapata 

Castro to prosecute Mr. Zapata-Castro’s appeal in the Court of Appeals. 

A copy of the Notice of Appointment of CJA Counsel and Order of the 

Court of Appeals are attached.  
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WHEREFORE, Petitioners move this Court for leave to file the 

attached petition for a writ of certiorari without prepayment of costs 

and to proceed in forma pauperis. 

 

Dated: White Plains, New York 
            March 11, 2024     
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
s/ JILL R. SHELLOW 
 
Jill R. Shellow, Esq. 
Counsel of Record 
CJA Counsel for Steven Antonius 
Law Offices of Jill R. Shellow PLLC 
15 Chester Avenue 
White Plains, NY 10601 
(212) 792-4911 
jrs@shellowlaw.com 
 
Peter J. Tomao, Esq. 
CJA Counsel for Argemiro Zapata-Castro 
600 Old Country Road, Suite 328 
Garden City, NY 11530 
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