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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA | Py v pratoy
‘ N . In The General Court Of Justice
- o 5 County , [ District E'Su/pcez'or Court Division
Name Of Plaintiff . - F“.ED s — - -
TS PETITION TO PROCEED
Name Of Defendant : — , 3 Ju -8 P !24§ AN INDlGENT

o¢] oneofthefourboxesbelaw) o : P Tt AT L e e
Petition To Assert Claims - As a party in the above entitied action}'ffirm that | am financially unable:to-advance the required costs for the
sert my claims as an indigent.

{J

proseedtion of the claims | have asserted. Therefore, | now petition the Tolirt for an order allowing me to as

1 am'an inmate in the custody of the Division of Adul Correction and Juvenile Justice. -~ - . * - »

{NOTE TO CLERK: If this block is checked, this Petition must be submitted to a Superior Court Judgé for disposition provided on theé reverse.)
[ Petition To File Motions - As a party in the above entitled action, | affirm that | am financially unable to advance the required costs to
file a notice of hearing on a motion. Therefore, | now petition the Court for an order allowing me to file my motion as an indigent.

[[Jpetition To Appeal - As the individual appellant in the above entitled small claims action, | affirm that { am financially unable to pay
the cost for the appeal of this action from small claims to district court. Therefore, i now petition the Court for an order allowing me to

appeal this action to district court as an indigent. - : :
[ Petition To File Expunction Petition - As the petitioner in the above entitied action, | affirm that { am financially unable to advance
the required costs to file an expunction petition. Therefore, I now petition the Court for an order allowing me to file my expunction
petitiori-as-an indigent. ' P L ’
(check o‘nr_'g-..or more of the boxes below as applicable)
[J1 ampresently a recipient of
[C] Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP/food stamps).
[J Supplemental Security Income (SSI). .
[J1 am represented by a legal services organization that has as its primary purpose the furnishing of legal services to indigent persons, or {
am represented by private counsel working on behalf of such a legal services organization. (Attach a letter from your legal services attomey
or have your attomey sign the certificate below.) :
[J Aithough ! am not a recipient of SNAP/ood stamps, TA
advance the costs of filnd\this action or appeal. __
Date

SVYORN‘IAFFIRvéflAI D UBS@?EP@JFORE ME | . MG‘M}) ‘261 Q.OB

Date , Signate Y U 4 / Signature Qf Petitioner 7 :
f >,
Al . ‘ ] h@é ¢ Gmes O Mé&//
H Of RadoR Aok ed o2 #mini . /J(ameAnqudressOfPetiﬁoner(typeorprfn
AL A ] Jowes O, Bméw #0"04%76
460D Suwomp For tuly: West
Tabog C'.\Jr‘{ ;) NG 38463
QS:amed petitioner is represented by a legal services organization that has as its primary purpe fuising

y ﬁ;gg X igent persons or is represented by private counsel working on behalf of or under the auspices of such legal services
AN _ A TDIL]

[ Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).

NF, or SSI, noram | represented by legal services, | am financially unable to

orgéh; ,
Date Signature RV EAYYL™S 1
. CLERK OF SUPERIORCOURY

Name And Address (type or prinf)

COLUMBUS COUNTY

mﬁl’;&%ﬁ,&'
Assistant De_p!’ny, Clark Coxst

s in this action as an indigent.

Based on the Affidavit appearing above, it is ORDERED that:
[Jthe petitioner is authorized to assert claims, to appeal, or file notices of hearing or petition

Tooel I ) T LT LT SO
- e

[T the petition is denied. .
Date Sign'aturp D Assistant CSC D Clerk Of Superfor Court
[ sudge - [[] Magistrate (tor appeal only)

NOTE TO CLERK: If the petitioner Is NOT a recipient of SNAP/ffood stamps, TANF, SSI or Is NOT representsd by legal services or a private atfomey on
behalf of legal services, you may ask for additional financial information to determine whether the petitioner is unable fo pay the costs. .-
AOC-G-106, Rev. 2/18, © 2018 Administrative Office of the Courts ~~ 0+¢") '
Attachment 7
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The underslgned superior court judge of this dlstnct finds that the petitioner is an mmate in the custody of the D|V|S|on of Aduit Correctlar
and Juvenile' Justice and that'the complaint © = ;

[OJ is not frivolous. o e T
B is fnvolous

It is ORDERED that . R A b

[ the petifioner is authorized to sue in this acfion as an lndlgent - ) ; ] ) e ]

[ the petitioner is not authorized to sue as an indigent. - do 'g-" 7 . ’ b Ay
"X the action is dlsmlssed o i e

TSR [ Signature-Of Sqperior Courf Judge. .

I certify that this Petition has been served on the party named by deposltmg acopyina post-pald properly addressed envelope ina post

off ice or official depository under the exclusive care and custody of the United: States Postal Serwce LETT R ST

Date /08 /30 93

NOTE G.S. 1-110(b) prowdes 'The clerk of supenor court sha/l serve a copy of the order of d/smlssal upon the prison Inmate

Wﬂ p W . ol K]Depufycsc DAssIs!antCSC Dcrerk OfSupen'orCourt
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Supreme Court of Porth Carolina
GRANT E. BUCKNER, Clerk

Fax: (919) 831-5720 Justice Building, 2 E. Morgan Street Mailing Address:
Web: https:/iwww.nccourts.gov Raleigh, NC 27601 P. O Box 2170
(919) 831-5700 Raleigh, NC 27602

From Columbus
{ 23CVv000553 )

24 October 2023

Mr. James O. Bradley

Pro Se

Tabor Correctional Institution
4600 Swamp Fox Highway West
Tabor City, NC 28463

RE: Bradley v Cooper, et al. - 188P23-1

Dear Mr. Bradley:
The following order has been entered on the motion filed on the 3rd of August 2023 by Petitioner
for Petition for Discretionary Review:
“Motion Denied by order of the Court in conference, this the 18th of October 2023."
s/ Riggs, J.
For the Court

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, this the 24th day of
October 2023.

Grant E. Buckner
Clerk, Supreme Court of North Carolina .

Assistant Cl , Supreme Court Of North Carolina

Copy to:

Mr. James O. Bradley, For Bradley, James O.

Mr. Daniel P. O'Brien, Special Deputy Attorney General - (By Email)
West Publishing - (By Email)

Lexis-Nexis - (By Email)

‘b}
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Supreme Court of Porth Carolina

GRANT E. BUCKNER, Clerk =
Fax: (919) 831-5720 Justice Building, 2 E. Morgan Street Mailing Address:
Web: https://www.nccourts.gov Raleigh, NC 27601 P. O Box 2170
(919) 831-5700 Raleigh, NC 27602

From Columbus
( 16CRS7232 23CVS00053 )
From N.C. Judicial Standard Commission
{ 00000)

24 October 2023

Mr. James O. Bradley

Pro Se

Tabor Correctional Institution
4600 Swamp Fox Highway West
Tabor City, NC 28463

RE: Bradley v Sasser - 230P23-1

Dear Mr. Bradley:
The following order has been entered on the motion filed on the 11th of September 2023 by Plaintiff
to Proceed In Forma Pauperis:
"Motion Allowed by order of the Court in conference, this the 18th of October 2023."
s/ Riggs, J.
For the Court

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, this the 24th day of
October 2023.

Grant E. Buckner
Clerk, Suprgme Court of North Carolina

Assistant Cl , Supreme Court Of North Carolina

Copy to:

Mr. James O. Bradley, For Bradley, James Opelton
West Publishing - (By Email)

Lexis-Nexis - (By Email)


https://www.nccourts.gov

orth Carolina
GRANT E. BUCKNER, Clerk

Fax: (919) 831-5720 Justice Building, 2 E. Morgan Street Mailing Address:
Web: https://www.nccourts.gov Raleigh, NC 27601 P. O Box 2170
(919) 831-5700 . Raleigh, NC 27602

From Columbus
( 16CRS7232 23CVS00053 )
From N.C. Judicial Standard Commission
( 00000)

24 October 2023

Mr. James O. Bradley

Pro Se

Tabor Correctional Institution
4600 Swamp Fox Highway West
Tabor City, NC 28463

RE: Bradley v Sasser - 230P23-1

Dear Mr. Bradley:
The following order has been entered on the motion filed on the 11th of September 2023 by Plaintiff
for Appeal:
"Motion Dismissed by order of the Court in conference, this the 18th of October 2023."
s/ Riggs, J.
For the Court

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, this the 24th day of
October 2023.

Grant E. Buckner
Clerk, Supreime Court of North Carolina

Assistant Cl , Supreme Court Of Nofth Carolina

Copy to:

Mr. James O. Bradley, For Bradley, James Opelton
West Publishing - (By Email)

Lexis-Nexis - (By Email)


https://www.nccourts.gov

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

In The General Court Of Justice

COLUMBUS CERTIFICATE OF TRUE COPY

County

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

As a Clerk of the Superior Court of this County, State of North Carolina, | certify that the attached copies of the documents described
below are true and accurate copies of the originals now on file in this office.

Number And Description Of Attached Documents:

PETITION TO PROCEED AS AN INDIGENT ~

COVER LETTER

GENERAL CIVIL ACTION COVER SHEET

CIVIL SUMMONS X 2

SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT DECLARATION X 3
COMPLAINT FOR CIVIL LAWSUIT

Witness my hand and the seal of the Superior Court

Date
06/08/2023

Clerk Of Superior Court
SEAL JESS HILL

Name Of Undersigned Clerk (type or print)
ASHLEY PRICE

Signature

"2

Deputy CSC [:l Assistant CSC D Clerk Of Superior Court

AOC-G-101, Rev. 3/19
© 2019 Administrative Office of the Courts

APP. T



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA . IN THE GENERALCOURT Of.Justrce
COUNTY OF COLUMBUS  ~ = SUPERTOR COURT DIVISION
FILED FILE No, 23y (00553
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North Carolina Department of Adult Correction

State of North Carolina Inmate Grievance Resolution Board Members
Roy Cooper 4207 MAIL SERVICE CENTER, RALEIGH, NC 27699-4207 " David W. Addison, Esq.
Govemor Robert E. Campbell, Esq.

’ Phyllis S. Leary
Kimberly D. Grande ' Travis F. Ellis, Esq.
Executive Director ‘ Carlton B. Joyner

Step Three - Administrative Remedy Response
Inmate: BRADLEY,JAMES O Tracking No: 0000582853

Inmate #: 0041676 Unit Grievance No: 4885-2023-LPDLE-00167
Location: 4885-TABOR CI - LPDLE33A Date Received: 03/12/2023

Courier # 04-21-29

Grievance Examiner: Findings and Disposition Order

This examiner has reviewed this grievance and the response by facility staff given in the Step 1
and/or Step 2 responses. My review of these responses reveals that prison staff have taken
appropriate action to address and resolve the offender's concerns voiced in the grievance.

Per policy Offender's in medium custody can be doubled cell in there housing area. Schedules
are made to accommodate Offender's that are doubled housed in regular population for
recreation, canteen, showers and other needs offenders may have.

The offender has been appropriately advised regarding the concerns by prison staff and is

encouraged to follow up on this issue as needed. The grievance is considered resolved by prison
staff and 1s, therefore, dismissed.

03/16/2023 : DELLARIPA, ANGELA M

Date . Inmate Grievance Examiner Electronic Signature

cc: CTS



North Carolina Department of Adult Correction

State of North Carolina Inmate Grievance Resolution Board Members
Roy Cooper 4207 MAIL SERVICE CENTER, RALEIGH, NC 27699-4207 David W. Addison, Esq.
Governor Robert E. Campbell, Esq.

' Phyllis S. Leary
Kimberly D. Grande Travis F. Ellis, Esq.
Executive Director Carlton B. Joyner

Step Three - Administrative Remedy Response

Inmate: CONLEY JAMES H Tracking No: 0000588194
Inmate #: 0685816 Unit Grievance No: 4885-2023-LPDUE-00519
Location: 4885-TABOR CI - LPDUE(SA Date Received: 03/23/2023

Courier # 04-21-29

Grievance Examiner: Findings and Disposition Order

This examiner has reviewed this grievance and the response by facility staff given in the Step 1
and/or Step 2 responses. My review of these responses reveals that prison staff have taken
appropriate action to address and resolve the offender's concerns voiced in the grievance. The
offender has been appropriately advised regarding the concerns by prison staff and is
encouraged to follow up on this issue as needed. The grievance is considered resolved by prison
staff and is, therefore, dismissed.

03/24/2023 GREENE, WAKENDA

Date Inmate Grievance Examiner Electronic Signature

cc: CTS



STATE OF NOARTW CAROLIWNA TN THE GENERALLOURT OF JUSTLCE
COUNTY OF CoLumBusS SUPERLCR COCURT DIVLSION
CLLE No., A3 Y 000583

JAMES_ O, HRADLE Y, 2¥al )
 Plaiadfs
- v, : p) NOTICE VO APPEAL
) Pursvantlo NC RuAgp, Pooc,
_ GOVERNORROY COOPER ekal ) Rule 3¢e):CunRiPrac.RoleS
' Deofendants)
Mmﬁ&ﬂiwmwﬁm%&w
_&m@ﬂm%wﬁmmmﬂmmmﬂzimwxo&&ﬂ i
Mﬂﬂxﬂ%&q&_&wﬁwﬁﬂﬁ#\m&m Superior Courts

m&“mmm%mmwmuﬂmm

G AN A, 30m,
AR v

__E@n&&wsm_b_maiaﬁs_ M%g&_uiﬁﬁaﬁé&ﬁhsimﬁ_m

ak L 120m.,

_&l@xﬂmmmms 3 Aoy of Jone 2033

o

Vo I

oW %0 * 4
a 0 g Ve
' o P e i g v g \MM_CL_B{}&&J’ * P LATNTTIRE
—1 oy , .
= - 2= AlRucuwwrhr

o OF SUPERIOR COURT E /

g 8 =& O OLUMBUS COUNTY Jooe Ciby  NC, 28463

qmtmcmﬁ%wwfﬂm




Office of the @lerk
ourt of Appeals of North @arolina

Telephone
Aren @ode (9149) 8313600

Tugens Sour
@lerk

P.O.BOX 2779

Raleigh, North Qaroling 27602

26 June 2023

James O. Bradley
4600 Swamp Fox Highway West
Tabor City, NC 28463

RE: Notice of Appeal

The North Carolina Court of Appeals recently received your “Notice of Appeal”
from a matter disposed of in a trial court or administrative tribunal.

Under the North Carolina Rules of Appellate Procedure, a notice of appeal is
to be filed with the clerk of superior court in the county where the judgment or order
was entered that the party is seeking to appeal or the clerk of the admlmstratwe
tribunal. See N.C.R. App. P. 3, 3.1, 4, and 18.

Please consult an attorney and/or the North Carolina Rules of Appellate
Procedure for guidance in filing for relief with this Court. This Court does not provide
legal advice to parties as to what should be in their filings. Nor can court personnel
provide legal advice to an individual pursuant to guidelines adopted by the North
Carolina Supreme Court.

No action will be taken on the notice of appeal. - ,

Sincerely, Cjn

Arquatia Carter
Appellate Clerk
N.C. Court of Appeals

AvRL



STATE OF NORTH CARGLINA
JUDLCI AL STANDARDS Commrssion

TN RE: JUDGE DOUGLAS B. SASSER A
JAKES O+ BRALLEY, )
(ia»m?ia&_n&a’r Y OMELATNT
Ve , ) fursvank to Judicral Standards ‘wammzﬁii‘mﬂh

DONGLAS B. SASSER, ) Role 14 and Neas 99 1A-376(a), JA-377
Respondent ) '

NOW COoMES The Qamﬁkq’w\@n* Jawmes G. Ewa.&if{,x{ \‘Mé’!\f:’b%\-y m.’x; \:%omim ‘\;h;s t%c»aau'z'.i?bge.
Commicsion 1o mva.shc\me e Sodiaiad Gend vt 6F Colombpes Cmmiu "’?ﬂmf Lcw:’r u&g«t z)ﬂug\fzs

B §a\§>€j‘. L@mg\ v nam)( ayevs ’r\!\&*oi\ owm ﬁ

| ‘53@5@, %u&i% B.Sasser ‘»m‘é\aé over é.@;«x(s&a% aont's eriminel Aslal in Newtanovar Cey g\,%;\,;'f

i V‘Sy@«;vigr@ur%, Fila Na. W (rs 7230

_y ;%&.m?\eaman\ filed & Motion Tor Appropriote Rakiet, with ¢ ¢qerds to this triol, o Becember
22 ,3;59\3/ iﬁ Hew Honoves Ceuﬁ? Su%ﬂ;i‘-io? Court Tntns AR, Cam?\uim.& eitedy The
't{omm‘&g,\)o&cse,%oa&&s B Sosses committed vorious abuszs oF discrehion and cle M\\i atto-
0es0s \}ugacm\ decisions cam?nsmﬁ Judiced Misconduck, “This MAR s (u(‘mm\? vndey

fevaw and awmj&mﬁ N evsaﬁ\w?‘&$\1 \M‘m“?ﬁ

3) 0n ot ool Slc.t»)mm\ﬂ 3'? 2024 Comg\a.inan* wa.s Aranskerred Yo Taleor Qe&uﬁma\
Tastidotion # 4385, whidhnis Yocated in € " Avibis 'ioun\n.{ }véae, Sasser's Judiciel Distact. Toe
ew Hanoves me‘ Disknek Mtomu{s \win \ava%\my Jon hwxc\ vsihe DAL o C@\um‘@%s CW"\‘{ g



‘ﬁ@v\ June 3 2033, Qcme\mv\tm\' il o Civil\bawsuit in e Columbus Coun\y Su"wn ot (‘.wr\‘
L\\mﬁ O\te.rcmw&vﬁ and” ﬁys%e\c}tem\&naxanm@%‘ou&u% Sea. Bradley ¥. Cooper, 23 C¥

000553, Judaa Sasses ruled Yuis ackion as” Frvelous”) on the Reition %oSu«e.q:s anTndigenk
Rerson. e disnissed this acion Jupe 7.2003 ,tne day ctore irwas eventiled, June 82023t

COMPAATNT

I Cam?\alv\mss.'sa critmnal cose, ond the. corant civil ackion, Judae Sasser hos demon-
s\raked C\Qﬁt\\l Coroneous decision mokmﬁ In W\z.ognniﬁ q ?\'\o&e. ob \G CRS 7032 30343@.
Su,ss@ ugw.ss\\i $orbadethe veference Yo Complainonks Q\\om.ri covds. Vo, when O.A, Ben-
‘\a«w‘s\h 2. David \300?0»3 this w\mg ,JUA?,SQSSQF overrulad Yae A&Qa\se,s a% chc‘no ns to
e D.As breadhat insteuciions (T ppe 1022~ 7674}, Jwaﬁe, Sasses ex?mss\\ﬁ forbade mention-

~

ma‘%emm‘aG conyiction 00d disepprorance ok e vickimine presious case « ASW\ when DA,
ben Bavid dgnored Yhase tu\\nﬁs and ‘Mﬁan ke o&uw\ﬂ’r\“s wSowmat on Yo the 3Ry .Bu&ge Sas-
Ser oyesculed defenses dojeckions Yo the breaches ot .}a&ﬁe_ Sasgess prekeial w\‘u\gj a 0P IRT5,
2276, 74U, 212 Vo ’w\\g vndershand tha scope and Mof)al\u&e, a% Yvase extanaous dacisions m\a
blased conduck ; Comg\ awnank 503345\'5 sceuXini 1;9\5 10 CRS 7232, and the MAR. a&aek.ir\ﬂ\'\'\is con -
vichion, Dve Yo Judqe Sasses’s immw\inssifnmé\ainan’: missed Pre daath ?ana\\r«i \ni onejuret,

Qqﬁovéi‘zg vl ackion 23 cv 000553, Judge Sasser abused his discretion and power by
antat nga ) &hv\o@su ol 09 oo msg%\\a&'a\mtw Yas siﬁ“i Reont meeik . Accordi "9 to B\ac.K/S
Low DR c}riona(\! W Edition (201a):

Esivoloys (5 Lackin \q m\\\ﬂ\ pucpose ,"t‘ﬁ'\m X and Si “\1 Nacks no a\agx\ basts at ‘«Qsol mm\-

?0.34.20%5



20{18¢) A cheun that wos no \9.34“ ‘00\5!15 ot Ms\“ es? coneh rovgk\' ?aﬁ“an un-

m.&&rna\a\a purpose, 5060 as hocossment «

The emm&c&\o“\ oY 23 cv 000553 ss’%weﬁolé Voot (larwénam\lv\én"w&mn# 4
\s eﬁmﬁ’iws\gg wemﬁs\mvzé; e:{am\wﬁ a¥ \2% P over c.c.qau‘nj in Red Wark DL T, ‘Pais/ M\A
housing dozans of Mediym Cuskod Y prisovers Vs ’ﬁ«egym ,and othes localions within the
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ete., ahe. . . ZL} T‘Mb HE i}e?“a vt f”\\u\}t Cosveckion A&fmmﬁm&w& \hmﬁ«f ?i‘ow&um \sw‘i\ami
A\issw actlonal, T\ms ?eevm\_, mokhars sochas we\'c:reuémﬁ 0 am’mms cesoiyed b *E‘M-%aeav;-
‘anaerkal lanel %\Aeeoﬁ\\\‘m\\m&c\ae exausion Qm.cxi NE CBRE, in collaborakion with ECU bow
“Beovessers, feseacchad Yais dyshuach onol syster, Qu‘n\ssamﬁ thair %méimgﬁl .a‘m% with Ames
Aarandes {Chad\dtie Olosarver) and Kelan Lyons (ne Boliey Wokdh) o

A\'ﬁ\&;ﬁ\\ Yhese 1ssues m&-\dioushg addres2d in 23 cv 000S 53, Ju&&a Sasser daawed Yha
Cﬁeﬂ?\é‘i S voaus s This s ya¥ andWWar o% Wis C‘ta,o.rinr Leroneous Pecisions ’; it sama %xq\-\etq
ashis teli ags i 46 CRS 7232, Ve, Judicial Blas (fos %MS%@%Q\}, o0d Judiciel Abuse ot Blsciakion
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Roy Cooper
Governor

Kimberly D. Grande
Executive Director

State of North Carolina

Inmate Grievance Resolution Board
4207 MAIL SERVICE CENTER
RALEIGH, NC 27699-4207

Feb 23, 2023

BRADLEY, JAMES O(#0041676)

4885
TABOR CI

Re: Facility Concerns/Supervision

Dear Mr. Bradley,

Members

David W. Addison, Esq.
Robert E. Campbell, Esq.
Phyllis S. Leary

Travis F.Ellis, Esq.
Carlton B. Joyner

Your recent correspondence and rejected grievance addressed to the official listed above has

been forwarded to me for review. The Inmate Grievance Resolution Board is in agreement with
you that your grievance should have been processed consistent with the Administrative Remedy
Procedure guidelines. Therefore, we are sending your rejected grievance to the Superintendent's

designee requesting that it be processed via the Administrative Remedy Procedure guideliﬁé/‘s’.
We hope this information is useful to you.

cc: File/CTS

Sincerely,

GRANDE, KIMBERLY D.

Electronic Signature
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10/25/23, 10:47 PM e about:blank
the past few decades, and parole denials like those alleged in the email are common: * = s v o

*Parole just became less favored afier the ‘tough on crime” period of the 1990s,” he said. “The way it happens in North Carolina feels especially like a

‘pass over.” In many states, you have an actual hearing every time you®te up for parole. But for people who comitnitted their crimes as adults in North

Carolina, if they’re getting rejected at each review, all they get is a letter.” E e T o o

According to the email, some incarcerated people afe so iii that granting thiem medical réledse is “the ‘only huthane solution, but the conditions of -

medical release are so strict and are worded so that, basically they say if you®ve ever been to prison, you're disqualified.” T T

As an exarnple, the employee recounted the experience of Jonie Brendle, a 75-year-old white man more than three decddes into a life sentehce for '~

second-degree murder, In 1987, in Surry County, Brendle shat his wife and her boyfriend and turned his gun at his son, who returned fire. The prison

employee wrote that Brendle had served four tours in Vietnam and returned to thie U.S. “broken.” Brendle’s cousin later told the employse that Breridle -

called him during the shooting; Brendle had been speaking “military talk” and wasn't making sense. Brendle ultimately tried to get the police to kill .
X us medical issues that still affect him today. * "~ -

him, the employee said in the émail, but he sirvived, sitffering a shattered back and nirér

Now Brendle is in a whetlchair and has a catheter bag. He needs an orderly for “cvery basic need,” the employee wrote. **~ © ¢+ -~ 77 ' 1 = .

43 NC Newsliné lss eporied, age and disabilty can make people targets of violence perpetrated by younger, sttiger incarcaaed peoplé. Bréndle was'
sent to-solitary after lie was atiacked by fellow incarcerated people in August. There, the erhployee wroté, he had no one to-hélp lim sheiver or charige ™ '
his adult diaper. When employee went to sé€ him, Brendle was “lying in his own filth.” The ceil smelled tike urine as Brendle babbled to himself. "
“Mr. Brendle is a textbook case of who should be granted pargle, or at least Medical leave,” the prison staffer wrote. “He served his country. He came
home, vety likely suffering from PTSD, but nobody talked about it that much bick theri; ot in thé *80s whch he comfhittéd his crime: He has'a family

that will look after him.” R D R

And yet he remains imprisoned.

According to state records, Brendle has had one infraction since first going to prison in 1989. It was in 1996, and it wasn’t for a violent act. He had
disobeyed an order and was written up.

Parole aptions remain extremely limited

State legislators expanded the qualifications for medical release in the budget they passed last week. They widened the age range of people who are
eligible for the “geriatric” category of that form of supervision, lowering it by a decade to include those age 55 and older. They also changed the policy
so that people who are so ill that they pose “no risk or low risk” to public safety are eligible; before, they needed to pose “no” risk.

“It’s a really high bar. It's an incredible barrier,” said Yvette Garcia Missri, the Wilson Center’s executive director, said of the old standard, but the recent
changes will make more people eligible for supervised release. :

According to figures provided by the Department of Adult Correction, 59 people were referred for carly medical release in 2019. Forty-six wound up
being incligible under state law either because of the severity of their crime or because théir medical ailment didn’t rise t the level of cligibility; cight
¢ People wound up getting released. o o : : s .

Last year, 67 people were referred for medical release. Three were denied by the Parole Commission, nine were released and six died while their case
was pending.

“[Medical release has] always been meant for people who are very ill or frail and who don’t pose this risk, and really need to be out so that they can be
with their families and die at home rather than dying in a prison, alone and without their families,” she said.

Reducing the number of people in prison who are seriously ill will save the state a huge amount of money. Garcia Missri said the sickes t, oldest peaple
in prison cost the state up to a million dollars a year.

“These are folks that are going to covered by Medicaid or Medicare when they get out of prison,” Garcia Missri said, “and are likely to have to live with .
their families because of the very strict medical release plans that are necessary in order to be released.” :

Brendle likely had been eligible for medical release before the change passed last week, and he remains eligible now.
“There is absolutely a case to be made here,” Garcia Missri said of Brendle.
Facilities that are understafied and overcrawded

Keeping people like Brendle in prisons leads to overcrowding at facilities like Scotland Corectional, the employee wrote. Scotland Correctional is so
beyond its capacity, the employee wrote, that people on suicide watch are sleeping in 5-by-5 “holding cages,” while some others “are on the conerete
floor in the rec cages of the restricted housing unit, because we don’t have beds for them.”

Waleed said the prison system uses different names for solitary confinement — scgregation, medical custody, protective custody, restrictive housing —
but the conditions essentially mean the same thing: someone locked in a cell, alone.

“No contact with other incarcerated people, minimal and low-quality contact with security staff or health care staff,” Waleed said. “Also, limited or lack
of opportunity to get out of the room or have showers.”

The employee’s email also said that Scotland Correctional admits people at a higher rate than it releases them. The facility receives people from county
jails, the employee wrote. Scotland Correctional puts those new admissions in solitary, where they can wait for months until a bed becomes available.

~
That also aligns with reports received by Disability Rights NC, said Susan Pollitt, a supervising attorney with the organization,
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“We’ve heard of people being placed in solitary oonﬁnemmt cells because a general population bed is not available,” she said, “They’re being held in .
solitary confinement for no reason at ail.”

It has become so cmwded at Scotland Cmmctlonal that the | pnson s gym as become “a makcshnﬁ dorm,” tbc employee | wmte in their email, where 50
peaple share a single toilet and a single shower.

1

“It is creating a situation where the offenders «— who FAR:outnumber us — are becommg mcrmsmgly irate, and staff are suffering bumout,” the
employee wrote. :
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‘That’s been.on our radar for a while,” Pollitt said of the dorm at Scotland,. - ..

That overcmwdmg comes ata time of geﬂaswe staﬁing shortagg of pnson emp]oyees acros North Carolma

“All the hmng incentives are not enough' tq get people in znd' adequateiy trained m araté thit is comparablé toth r'ﬁte at which peop‘le are'entering the
prison system, while relelisés are stagnant,” the éinployed wrote. i fiope you will consider thesé issues, as fisbody’ elséina posmon to do anything

seems to care. 0utofsxght,outofmmd,nght"1’ PP o FETIT o

1t isn’t new for the prison system to transfer incarcerated people to different facilitics, Pollitt said. But what is new is the Departm:nt of Adult
Correcthn closing housmg umts because of systemlc mdexstafﬁng Staff vacancy rates range from 30% to 70%,. dependmg on the prison, and the prison
systetn is forced to c]osc uhits to consohdatc wha'e peoplc are mcamerawd That means incarcerated peoplc can ‘be sent to pnson that aren’t cqmpped to .
accommodate people with disabilities.

“For mstance, they don’t have shower chau's, they don’t have toﬂets that they can access » Po]htt salgl “It’s cnpatmg cnsns mtuahons for peop]e who are
living in the prisons and for peOplc who are working in the prisons.”

i
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